
High Dutch Reformed Church 

1769 to 1851 

 
This is a local artist conceptional drawing of the first church. 

By Charles George. 
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High Dutch Reformed Church 

1769 to 1851 

 

 

 

Conceptional drawing of the pulpit on the north wall of the church.  

Unknown Artist 

After the Revolutionary War the church would be know as the German 

Reformed Church. 
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German Reformed Church 

Photo Circa 1875 

 

 

This is the earliest known photo of the second church on this location.    

Notice the corner stone is located above the main entrance above the 

door, the stairs to the choir loft can be seen through the side window, 

the federal style building and clear glass in the windows.   

Dedication of the new church was held December 29 & 30, 1852. 
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Friday, July 16, 1852, Manheim Sentinel 

“A New Chruch” 

“German Reformed Congregation in this place are about demolishing 

the old church to make room for the erection of a splendid edifice to 

take its place.  The requisite amount of funds to carry this project 

successfully through has been, we understand, raised, and the 

construction of the new church has been contracted for.  It is to be 

completed this season. 

Since the above has been written the workmen have commenced 

tearing down the old building, and have also disinterred a number of 

graves which were in the way of the new church.” 

 

Friday, August 13, 1852, Manheim Sentinel 

“Laying of a Corner Stone” 

“The corner stone of the new German Reformed Church in this Borough 

was laid on Sunday, August 8th, with imposing ceremonies.  There 

being no building of sufficient capacity to hold the immense concourse 

of people assembled, an orchard was precured by the building 

committee, and a stand and seats erected.  Here divine service was held 

during the day, Rev’ds J. C. Bucher and H. Harbaugh of Lancaster, 

officiating.  About 3 P.M. the assemblage moved to the place of laying 

the corner stone where the usual ceremonies were gone through with 

the Rev. I. Gerhart the present pastor of the congregation, officiating.  

The corner stone is a beautiful white American marble.”   

The article goes on to include all the articles in the corner stone. 
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North Prussian (Main) Street 

Photo Circa 1880 

 

In the photo, please note the three steeples on North Prussian Street 

at the time, which is believed to be Circa. 1880.   The first steeple was 

the Manheim Fire Company and Manheim Borough Hall, the second 

was the German Reformed Church and the third was the United 

Brethren Church at 112 North Prussian (Main) Street. 

On September 2, 1883, the dedication of a new frame church was held 

for the new United Brethren Church building.   The former United 

Brethren Church was converted to a Town Hall, later the Opera House 

and movie theater.  Around 1910 it became a cigar factory. 
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St. Paul’s Reformed Church 

 Photo Circa, 1886 

 
Warren J. Johnson, was elected as pastor on April 3, 1885.  A student at 

the time, he waited until his course was finished and took up the work 

about May of the same year.   Rev. Johnson’s ordination was held June 

7, 1885. 

Rev. Johnson feeling that his work would be hampered unless changes 

were made to the church, it was decided at a meeting on July 14, 1886, 

to remodel the building.  The total cost of remodeling was about 

$4,200.00  
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Friday, August 13, 1886, Manheim Sentinel 

“Extensive alterations are being made to the Reformed Church this 

Borough, which will consist of a large pulpit recess, the choir gallery 

removed and a choir platform erected, the walls frescoed, and the 

entire church is to be carpeted.” 

Additionally, the windows were changed to Gothic Revival Style and 

the first stained glass was added to the windows.  Also, the “corner 

stone” was moved to the northeast corner, over the side entrance 

door. 

 

Friday, January 28, 1887, Manheim Sentinel 

“The auditorium has been considerably increased in length, and a 

beautiful carved pulpit put in; also new pews, and stained-glass 

windows nearly all being memorials from members of the 

congregation.” 

 

Rev. W. J. Johnson dedicated the remodeled building as St. Paul’s 

Reformed Church, January 28, 1887. 
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St. Paul’s Reformed Church 

 
This photo was taken between 1889 and 1896.  The Borough installed 

60 of the Dietz No. 3 street lights as pictured.   
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St. Paul’s Reformed Church 

Photo Circa 1896 

 
Electric Lighting added between December 1895 and January 1896. 

Note:  No Altar and No Lectern. 
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St. Paul’s Reformed Church 

Photo Circa 1900 

 
The stone cross walk can be seen in the lower left of the photo.  These 

stone crossings were at intervals all along Prussian Street at the time. 
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St. Paul’s Reformed Church 

Photo Circa 1900 

 
The corner stone moved to the northeast corner of the church at the 

side entrance during 1886 renovation. 
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Old Home Week Book Photo 1912 

 
In 1906 a pipe organ was purchased.  Andrew Carnegie was asked to 

contribute toward its purchase and he came through with $500.00.  A 

member contributed half the cost and yet another member agreed to 

pay the balance.  The organ was built by the J. W. Steere & Son Co. in 

Springfield, MA.  It was powered by a Ross motor costing $150.00, 

thereby relieving the boys and men of the duty of working the bellows.  

The case was quartered oak, polished to a piano finish and the same 

design as the altar and lectern and the display of pipes had a gold leaf 

effect.  The organ consisted of 640 pipes, which had many beautiful 

combinations that greatly enhanced and brought inspiration to the 

hearts of the worshipers.  

Since the Reformation, the Reformed Churches had no Altars.   In 1906 

the Altar was bought and installed.   

Note:  The ceiling and walls are beautifully frescoed. 
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Old Home Week book 1912 

 

 
A view of town from Reservoir Hill.    

Please remember the town was much smaller.  Hazel Street on the East, 

Grant St. on the West, Colebrook Street on the North and the Chiques 

creek on the South.  When the original Borough High School was built 

in 1869 (Stiegel School),  it was in the country on the eastern edge of 

town. 

Here can been seen the last steeple on North Prussian Street is St Paul’s 

Reformed Church.  Although the church is hidden behind the former 

United Brethren Church at 112 North Prussian Street.  In 1912 the 

former U. B. Church was a cigar factory. 
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Lightning Strikes Church Tower, August 14, 1925, 

Manheim Sentinel 

“On Saturday, August 8, 1925, several storms passed around the town 

in the early part of the evening.  The worst storm of the evening broke 

here at about nine o’clock.  The rain fell in torrents and the thunder and 

lightning was severe.  At the height of the storm a bolt of lightning 

struck the bell tower of the Reformed Church. 

The alarm was quickly given by persons at Zimmerman’s garage, across 

the street from the church.  The telephone service was out.  The light 

service was off.   Mr. Spahr of the garage hurried to the Fire House and 

turned in the alarm. 

The fire company boys responded promptly with both engines.  The bell 

tower was in flames before firemen arrived and for a time it looked as 

though the building would fall prey to the flames.  Both engines were 

put into service. Two streams of water were thrown from one engine, 

one stream on the front of the building while the other stream was 

thrown from the rear.  The fire outside of the tower was quickly under 

control.  However, the flames had found their way into the loft where 

it was making rapid headway. 

The hose from the chemical engine was taken through the inside of the 

church into the tower and by this means the building was saved from 

destruction.  Practically 120 gallons of chemicals were used. 

This undoubtedly, the most difficult fire to fight ever experienced by 

the local fireman.  The advantage of having sufficient firefighting 

apparatus was clearly shown.  Chief Knier and his men did remarkable 

work and their services to the congregation of the Reformed Church 

and to the community in general should be keenly appreciated.” 
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St. Paul’s Reformed Church 

August 8, 1925 

 
It is interesting to note that the corner stone of the church was laid 

August 8, 1852 and this lightning struck 73 years to the day later. 
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Painted on Burnt Beam 
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New Art Glass Windows Installed 1928 

 

During the summer of 1928 the interior of the auditorium was 

repainted, new lighting and art glass windows were installed. 

There was a controversary about removing the Memorial Stained-Glass 

Windows installed during the 1886 renovation.  The new art glass 

windows have areas for memorials but because of the controversary 

about the 1886 window removal the consistory never took memorial 

donations for the second set of colored glass windows. 
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New/Used Organ, Photo Circa 1931 

 
April 18, 1930 the congregation decided to purchase a three manual 

Bates and Culley Pipe Organ from Emmanuel Reformed Church, 

Hanover, PA and make extensive remodeling to the building. 

The renovation included the building of organ pipe chambers, building 

a two-story brick addition for the Church School, painting the interior 

and remodeling the Church School Room and adding a Motor Stoker 

heating system.   

The Church School Building and Organ were dedicated January 11, 

1931.  

 

 



19 
 

North Main Street, Circa 1932 

 

 

Photo of North Main Street looking toward Reservoir Hill. 

The 1930 Sunday School Building can be seen to the rear of the church 

and it is the only steeple on North Main Street. 

Photo taken from the roof of Rettew’s Department Store. 
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1937 Became 

St. Paul’s Evangelical and Reformed Church 1937 

 
In the Spring of 1948, much to the dismay of many members, the old 

burying ground to the rear of St. Paul’s Evangelical and Reformed 

Church, was converted into a parking lot for the convenience of the 

ardent church goers.   

The actual graves were paved over with only the head stones being 

removed, although it is known that bodies were disinterred three times 

during the history of the church:  first in 1852 when the present church 

was constructed, second when the church was enlarged in 1886 and 

again in 1930 when the youth Sunday School rooms were added.  In the 

1930, the only graves disinterred were at foundation locations. 

Author and local historian John D. Kendig took the photo, when he 

heard the church was about to turn the cemetery into a parking lot. 
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St. Paul’s Evangelical and Reformed Church 

Photo Circa 1952 

 
A fresh coat of white paint over the bricks.   

Who would think that nearly 35 years later (1985), this paint would be 

removed and the bricks sealed.  I remember the smell that lingered in 

the building for a long time…   I don’t see how Rev. Bright and church 

secretary, Eleanor Paine endured the smell. 
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St. Paul’s Evangelical and Reformed Church 

Circa 1953 

 
Another view of the white church on North Main St. 

A good view of the home which served at a Sunday School building 

and for a short time in the mid-1950’s served as a grade school for 

Manheim Central School District. 
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Ground Broken for an Christian Education Building 

 

October 16, 1955, during  a torrential rain, ground was broken for the 

Christian Education Building.     

Shown turning the first shovel of soil at the ground breaking 

ceremonies it the Rev. Howard Paine, Pastor of St. Paul’s Evangelical 

and Reformed Church.  Standing in back of him are Mrs. C. B. Mackley, 

Harry Smith, Emerson Rothenberger and Roy Miller. 
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1957 Razed the Log Home 

 
The property adjacent to the church to the south was purchased in 

1949. 

In the spring of 1957 the log home was razed to form the court yard in 

front of the Sunday School Building. 
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June 16, 1957, 

Dedication of the new Christian Education Building 

June 25, 1957 

Became St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

 

The finished structure was dedicated by Rev. Harvey H. Leidy, Pastor 

Emeritus. 

The new building cost $120,000 was well lighted classrooms, a pastor’s 

study, church office, a choir room and a modern kitchen. 

 

 

 



26 
 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

1963 Renovations and Organ Dedication 

 
June 23, 1963, a new pipe organ was dedicated. 

At this time new lighting was installed in the front of the church 

auditorium, a beautiful tapestry was hung and the entire room was 

repainted.  

This tapestry was last seen hanging in the Philip Schaff Library at the 

Lancaster Theological Seminary. 

The last major modification to the auditorium was in 1983/84.  When 

the lighting was up graded and the organ moved to the left side and the 

choir moved to the right front of the church. 
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MUSIC 

The music accompaniment came in many different ways over the years. 

In 1865 the first organ was purchased for $190.00.  This instrument was 

replaced in 1883 for $125.00.  Whether or not these were reed organs 

or harmoniums is not known. 

1906 the first pipe organ was installed with 640 pipes. 

1930 the second pipe organ was installed with 2,500 pipes. 

1962 the third pipe organ was installed with 1518 pipes and chimes.   

The organ has since been upgraded.   

 

Memorial Garden 

During 2002 the court yard was changed into a Memorial Garden, 

thanks to Linda Rohrer’s leadership on the project.  October 13, 2002 

this area was dedicated as a Memorial Garden and November 17, the 

first internment of ashes was made. 
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