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LET’S MAKE A DIFFERENCE - THROUGH THE LOVE OF CHRIST – TOGETHER! 
 IN THIS ISSUE 

It seems like only yesterday when I 
wrote of the start of those lazy, hazy, 
crazy days of summer as the lead 
article for the newsletter. As I now sit 
at my computer composing this 
article, it’s cold outside and a blanket 
of snow covers some the outdoor 
landscape. The lawn mower has 
been put away, and the snow blower 
is ready to be pressed into service. 

Time does have a way of passing 
quickly! 

As our congregation celebrates two 
hundred fifty years of Christian 
worship and fellowship, I don’t hear 
anyone saying that it seems like only 
yesterday when we were gathering 
together for worship back in 1769 in 
that log building. However, had 
anyone lived that long, perhaps 
that’s what we would be hearing! 

I suppose that the parts of St. Paul’s 
history we can recall within our 
individual lifetimes might seem like 
they really did occur only yesterday. I 

know there are those among us who 
were here in 1944 for our 175th or 
1969 when we celebrated 200 years 
or our 225th in 1994. 

The church directory from our 
bicentennial year in 1969 contains 
much historical information, some of 
which follows. 

• A log church was built in 1769. 

• Many of you were here when 

Norman Bucher served as our 

pastor, but did you know that 

our first regular pastor in 1772 

was also named Bucher? 

• During the Revolutionary War 

our church served as a military 

hospital following the Battle of 

Brandywine in 1777. 

• Our first bell was hung in the 

church tower in 1785. 

• The interior of the log church 

was plastered in 1832.  

• In 1839 the first Sunday School in 

Manheim was organized as a 

union of the Reformed and  

        Continued on page 2  

Celebrating 250 Years 
 By David Ludwig, Council President 
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Celebrating 
250 Years 

Lutheran churches. 

• 1852 marked the opening of the 

brick building that houses our 

current Sanctuary and 

Fellowship Hall. This ended 83 

years of worship in the log 

church. 

• Wednesday night prayer services 

were begun in 1870. 

• Our first church organ was 

purchased in 1865 for $190.00. 

• Services in German were 

discontinued by 1885. 

• In 1886 the main church building 

was expanded to its current size 

and included the chancel. 

• During the year of the 50th 

anniversary of the brick building 

in 1902, our membership stood 

at 175. 

• 1903 was the start of Albert 

Bartholomew’s ministry at St. 

Paul’s (not to be confused with 

Alfred Bartholomew, who served 

as our interim pastor following         

Jim Bright’s retirement). 

• A pipe organ was installed in 

1906. 

• Rev. Harvey M. Leidy began his 

ministry as our pastor in 1927. He 

remained in that position until 

his retirement in 1951. 

• In 1930 a two-story addition that 

houses the present-day Youth 

Room and Library was 

constructed. 

• In 1934 we became St. Paul’s 

Evangelical and Reformed 

Church. 

• Howard Paine became our new 

minister in 1951. 

• 1957 marked the year we 

became St. Paul’s United Church 

of Christ. It was also the year in 

which our new two-story 

Christian Education building was 

dedicated.  

• Norman Bucher began his 

ministry at St. Paul’s in 1960. 

• We dedicated a new two-manual 

organ in 1963. 

• A rededication service on 

January 5, 1969, ushered in our 

200th anniversary year. 

As stated, these were just a sampling 
of events representing the first 200 
years of our existence. (At what 
point, if any, were you able to say to 
yourself, “I remember that”?) 

The Anniversary Committee is 
planning a year of events to 
commemorate and celebrate our 
rich history of service to our Lord 
here in Manheim! As 2019 unfolds, 
we will have opportunity to 
reminisce through the fifty years 
since that bicentennial year. Watch 
for announcements. 

Although Christianity has survived 
for 2000 years, individual 
congregations have come and gone. 
Will there be 275th and 300th 
anniversary commemorations for St. 
Paul’s?  

That will be up to us and those who 
will follow.  

To preserve the legacy of those who 
preceded us in the faith at St. Paul’s, 
we will all need to be involved in 
assuring our future. 

Will you be up to the task??  

 

 
 
 
 

February 
Lectionary 

Hope you are enjoying the new 
Celebrate lectionary inserts in 
worship! Please take the insert home 
with you to continue your worship of 
God each and every day. 
 
February 3 – 4th Sunday after 
Epiphany: Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 
71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 
4:21-30 
 
February 10 – 5th Sunday after 
Epiphany: Isaiah 6:1-13; Psalm 138; 1 
Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 
 
February 17 – 6th Sunday after 
Epiphany: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 
1; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-
26 
 
February 24 – 7th Sunday after 
Epiphany: Genesis 45:3-11, 15; 
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40; 1 Corinthians 
15:35-38, 42-50; Luke 6:27-38 
 
. 

Wed. March 6 
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Inclement 
Weather 
Where do you turn to in case 
inclement weather strikes and you 
need to check to see if Sunday 
morning worship or that meeting 
you need to attend is still 
happening? 

Go to wgal.com or the WGAL tv 
channel during inclement weather to 
check on services/events changes or 
cancellations. Or call the church 
office at 717.665.2447 and choose 
the Weather Cancellations or 
Changes option. Any changes will be 
posted by 7:30 am on Sunday 
mornings.  

And be safe out there! 

Black Light 

Game Night 
All kids are welcome to come and 

enjoy a night of glow in the dark 

dodge-ball, minute to win-it, ice 

breaker games, music and food on 

Friday, February 1 from 5:30-7 pm. 

Don’t forget to wear gear that glows 
under black light! 

Contact is Akira Owens at 
717.665.2447 or by email at 
amowens@ptd.net. 

 

FREE 
Community 
Breakfast 
The February FREE Community 
Breakfast will be held on Saturday, 
February 16 from 9-10:30 am. 

Breakfast Tacos will be served with a 
side of fruit and a beverage. 

If you wish to help out by greeting, 
serving, setting up, or cleaning up at 
the breakfast, please contact 
Rhonda Raia at 717.808.6868 or by 
email at smiles4u@dejazzd.com 

There is a real need for a cook for the 
free breakfast, please contact Sandy 
Bareford at 717.341.5931 or by email 
at sandybareford@gmail.com. 

 

Fellowship 
Breakfast 
The February Fellowship Breakfast 

will be held on Wednesday, 

February 27@ 8:30 am – place to 

be determined. (We’re waiting 

patiently for the new Mill 72 Bake 

Shop & Café to open!) 

Please RSVP to Claire Reed at 

717.951-4325 by Monday, Feb. 25 if 

you plan to attend  

All are welcome! 

Women’s 
Fellowship 
This February, Women’s Fellowship 
just wants to extend a big “thank 
you” to all who supported January’s 
Sub Sale. As you know, the Sub Sale 
proceeds allow us to continue to 
make contributions in our church, 
community, and world. 

We also want to extend our immense 
gratitude to those who helped to 
host Harry Lehman’s funeral 
luncheon. The nature of loss calls 
upon us to organize help and 
resources, sometimes suddenly. But 
we can always count on our St. 
Paul’s family to come together and 
be there for grieving families by 
hosting these luncheons. Thanks to 
all the ladies and gentlemen who 
brought it all together. 
 
Our next Women’s Fellowship 
meeting will take place on 
Thursday, February 28 at 1:30 in 
Fellowship Hall. 

 Hope to see you there! 

mailto:amowens@ptd.net
mailto:miles4u@dejazzd.com
mailto:sandybareford@gmail.com
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Lent 

Ash Wednesday is Wednesday, 
March 6 which begins the season of 
Lent. 

An Ash Wednesday worship service 

will be held at 7 pm on Wednesday, 

March 6 and will include the 
Imposition of Ashes.  

Come, begin a new journey to the 

cross this Lenten season. 

 

 

Lenten Meals 
Lenten meals and a brief Lenten 

worship service with a focus on the 

book of James by Francis Chan will 

be held on Wednesday evenings in 

Lent. 

More information re: menus for the 

meals and who will serve them will 

be coming in the March issue of St. 

Paul’s Happenings. 

Plan now to come and enjoy a light 

meal @ 6 pm followed by worship @ 

6:30 pm. 

Nursery Help is 
Needed! 
Many dates are available to help out 
in the Nursery on Sunday mornings.  

Please contact Rhonda Raia at 

717.808.6868 or by email at 

smiles4u@dejazzd.com if you would 

like to serve in the nursery. 

Easter Flowers 

Easter Flowers will once again glorify 

the Sanctuary on Easter Sunday, 

April 21. 

The flowers to order will include: 

 White Lily, 3-4 blooms 

 Tulips, 6.5” pot (3 color) 

 Cineraria, 6.5” pot 

The cost for each flower is $7 each 

and the flowers can be placed in 

memory or in honor of a loved one. 

Please use the order form in your 

February weekly bulletin – payment 

is due with order. The deadline to 

place your order is Sunday, March 

10. 

250 Anniversary 
Events 
The next official Anniversary event 

will be held on Sunday, March 31. 

Piercing Word will lead us in a skit in 

worship that day. 

If you were at the Turkey Dinner and 

stayed for the entertainment, then 

you are familiar with the magic of 

Piercing Word and how they bring 

scripture to life in their meaningful 

presentation of the Word.  

Save the date – March 31 – you won’t 

want to miss it! 

Mission of the 
Month 

The February Mission of the Month 
is St. Paul’s Shepherd’s Fund. 

The Shepherd’s Fund helps members 
and friends of St. Paul’s who are 
experiencing a difficult time 
financially and need some help with 
prescriptions, medical care, rent, 
and/or utility assistance.  

Please use your February special 
envelope to give to the Shepherd’s 
Fund to make a difference in the life 
of someone in need – right here in 
our church! 

The 2019 Missions of the Month are: 

 January – St. Paul’s Mission 
Team 

 February – Shepherd’s Fund 
 March – Heifer International 
 March 10 – One Great Hour 

of Sharing 
 April – MC Food Pantry 
 May – Hartman Center 
 June – Strengthen the 

Church 
 July – Shepherd’s Fund 
 August – Bible2School 
 September – St. Paul’s 

Mission Team 
 October – Church World 

Service Blanket Appeal 
 November – Community 

Breakfast 
 December – Teen Central 

 

Food 
Pantry 
 

In December, 124 households for a 
total of 362 individuals were served. 
Items needed include: 
 

 Applesauce 
 Canned Fruit 
 Crackers/Saltines 
 Baked Beans 
 Elbow Noodles 

 
For more information on the 
Manheim Central Food Pantry, go to 
www.manheimcentralfoodpantry.org. 

mailto:smiles4u@dejazzd.com
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Council Highlights 

Church Council met on Tuesday, December 

18, 2019 and again on Tuesday, January 15, 

2019 @ 7 pm. Highlights of both meetings 

include: 
Memorial Gifts & Endowment: 

Eric Myers reported: 

♦ Endowment Fund value is $937,120.75 
♦ $69,999.96 of the $150,108 approved was 

withdrawn in 2018 
♦ $1,240 of the endowment draw was transferred to 

St. Paul’s Benevolence Fund to cover the percent 
of the endowment fund that is restricted for 
“mission support” 

♦ Memorial Fund assets equal $14,157.19.  

Treasurers Report: 

Eric Myers reported: 

♦ Benevolence: All funds received in 2018 were 
passed onto the various missions supported in 
2018 with the exception of Missions and 
Community Breakfast.  

♦ Operating: An additional draw of the endowment 
fund was made in December to meet operating 
expenses.  

♦ Capital: $17,675.98 in capital income was received 
in 2018 - well above the $12,000 budgeted. 

Pastor’s Report: 

♦ The Celebrate insert seems to be working well – 
many are taking them home 

♦ The 250th Anniversary banner was dedicated. 
♦ New altar cloths (white and green) are set to be 

dedicated in January. 
♦ Pleasant View Communion dates have been set 

for 2019. They are: Feb. 7, April 11, June 6, Aug. 8, 
Oct. 10 & Dec. 5. 

Committee Reports:. 

 Property Board: Thanks to the Board for installing 
the 250th Anniversary Banner. The generator was 
tested in mid-January and is in good working 
order. The new air conditioning units will likely be 
installed by the end of the month. 

 Search Team: An update will be given once a 
month in worship. Please keep this committee 
and this process in prayer. 

Old Business: 

♦ New Paraments: will be dedicated in January. 
Many thanks to the anonymous donor. 

♦ Council Nominations: Rick Conley, Joan Hess and 
Dave Palfrey are all candidates for a 3 year term 
to end 3/2022. There are still 2 openings with 
terms ending 2021 available. Council 
reorganization meeting will take place on 
Tuesday, February 19 and new members will be 
installed on Sunday, February 24. 

♦ Praise Team Leader Job Description: Council 
approved the praise team leader job description 
at their January meeting. The position will be 
posted in house.  

New Business: 

 A motion was also made and carried to appoint 
Steve Smith as Interim Praise Team Leader until 
the position is filled. 

 Council approved a request from Akira Owens re: 
a spring or Easter bazaar to be held in early April.  

Open Discussion: 

 Winter Cancellation Procedure will be shared with 

the congregation in upcoming bulletins and 

newsletters – see Inclement Weather on page 3. 

 

The next council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 

February 19 @ 7 pm. The February Communion & Church 

Closer is Ron Forry. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Pam Herman, Recording Secretary 
 
Church Council Minutes/Packets are posted in 

Fellowship Hall, in the 2nd floor hallway and are also 

available to you in the church office by request.  

 

 

2018 Annual Report & Annual Congregational 
Meeting Info: 

 The Annual Congregational Meeting was held 
on Sunday, January 27 following worship. 

 Copies of the Annual Report are available on 
the table outside the church office, in 
Fellowship Hall or by request. 
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Requests for Prayer

If you have a prayer request, please contact Joan Hess at 717.665.4705 to add a name to the prayer list. Names of those in 
retirement and nursing home facilities, as well as our homebound members, will remain on the list permanently as a 
reminder to keep these individuals wrapped in prayer and to remember them with your cards, phone calls, and visits: 
 
Miriam Bargo   Martha Bricker   Hannah Good Fisher  Deb Griffith 
Dawn Hoffman   Erica Hoffman   Nancy Lishman   Anna Mary Peters 
Marie Rhodes   Linda Rohrer   Burt Savitz   Carole Shank  
Michael Shelley   Polly Stoner   Doris Stroud   Lisa Weaver   
*Nancy Brosey   *Ralph Givler   *Betz Klopp   *Carrie Mathiot  
*Linda Osborn   *Connie Shirk   *Cindy Zdradzinsk   
*Judy Longo’s granddaughter, Maya 
 
In the Military: 
Cindy Dieterly   Doug Pearson   Nathaniel Sexton 

Worship Attendance 

December 2 – 82 

December 9 – 78 

December 16 - 111 

Thank You Notes 

December 23 – 91 

December 24 – 126 (7 pm) & 25 (11 pm) = 151 

December 30 – 70 

2018 Average Attendance - 79 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thank you for all the Christmas cards and 
goodies left on our desks or in our 
mailboxes this holiday season. What a 
blessing it is to be treated and know that 
you took the time to show care. Thank you! 
- St. Paul’s Staff 
 
Thank you to Pastor Bill for coming to the 
hospital and praying with me before 
surgery. Thank you to all who sent get well 
cards and checked in on me. 
- Rhonda Raia 
 
On behalf of the Anniversary Committee 
and the entire church, we want to thank 
Aaron & Ed Kopp, Doug Longencker and 
Andy Ressler for their painstaking work on 
hanging the 250th Anniversary banner on 
the front of the church. Awesome job! 
- Blessings, Joan Hess 
 

 
A special thank you to Pastor Bill for his visits 
to the hospital and for his encouragement 
during my stay. Also, thanks to everyone 
for your prayers, cards, and phone calls. 
They were all a good morale booster in my 
time (just over a month) taking antibiotic 
therapy. Hopefully it (the infection) stays 
away. 
- Wayne Deem 
 
Thanks to those that participated in the 
Christmas Cantata performance. Please 
return your books and cd’s to the choir 
room. 
- Erica Hoffman 
 

Thank You! 

I wish to thank everyone for the cards, well 
wishes, prayers and assistance during my 
recent surgery and on-going recovery. A 
special thank you to Pastor Bill for daily visits 
and prayer; to Elaine Hollinger for the lovely 
prayer shawl and Claire Reed for the 
flowers. They all meant so much. It’s been a 
long road and at times, an arduous one, but 
with the help of prayer, family and St. 
Paul’s, I’m making steady progress. Thank 
you all so very much. 
- Sincerely, Alison Dyer.  
 
Pastor Bill & St. Paul’s, 
I would like to thank everyone for your 
prayers, thoughts, and get-well cards 
during my recent surgery. A special thank 
you to Pastor Bill for his prayers, hospital 
visits and home visit. It was comforting and 
gave me strength during my recovery. 
Blessings, Deborah Griffith 
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February Birthdays & Anniversaries

Birthdays: 

1 – Ray Geib 

 Amelia (Raia) Toledo 

2 – Nathan Brandt 

 Madison Carper 

3 – Casey Bires 

 Kenneth Smith 

4 – Sandy Byers 

5 – Dawn Hoffman 

6 – Andrew Baker 

 Jodi Rubincan 

7 – Eric Myers 

10 – Jeffrey Smith 

11 – Faye Deem 

 David Ludwig 

13 – Amanda Peiffer 

14 – Storm Brewer 

 Douglas Herr 

15 – Garrett Dietz 

 Deborah Herr 

19 – John Allen 

 Janelle Heying 

20 – Carolyn Peters 

21 – Anna Mary Peters 

22 – Ellen Fegely 

 Joe Raia 

23 – Josh Kulp 

24 – Jeremiah Longenecker 

25 – Chris Hess  

 

 

27 – Shane Myers 

28 - Mackenzie Pearson 

29 – Clair Stoner 

 

 

Anniversaries: 

 

27 – Joe & Ruth Raia 
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9:30 am Usher Schedule 

Team 1 - *Steve Balmer, Terry Myers, Ron Forry  

Team 2 – New Team Needed  

Team 3 - *Lynn Brewer, Dottie Boger, Eric Myers &  

                     Wayne Deem 

Team 4 - *Ed Kopp & Jay Hess 

Team 5 – *Dave Ludwig, Rick Conley, Menno Stoner &          

                       Tom Brewer 

Substitutes are: Jane Laube and Wayne Deem

Greeters  

February 3 – Phyllis Smeltz 

February 10 – Maybelle Martin 

February 17 – Lori Roseberry 

February 24 – Jerry Weller

 

 

A Godstory from Bible2School 

“I want to be good, but I just can’t,” one of our “high energy” Bible2School children shared that he had been struggling 

with making good behavior choices. His small group leader gently explained that when we accept Christ into our life, we 

don’t have to feel we need to be good enough. JESUS did the work to forgive our sins and is our source of power to help us 

make better choices. (We are) So privileged to share this Hope and Truth with children! 

Thank you for your donation of $661 to Bible2School in 2018. Your support helps make it possible for children to attend a 

Bible Elective class during their school day, many of whom would not otherwise hear God’s story because they do not 

attend church. – Kory Pennypacker, Bible2School Executive Director 

Date Team Date Team 

February 3 1 March 10 4 

February 10 3 March 17 5 

February 17 4 March 24 1 

February 24 5 March 31 3 

March 3 1 April 7 4 

March 6  
Ash Wednesday 

3 April 14 5 

Contact the Church Office 

Please remember to contact the church office at 

717.665.2447/stpaulsmanheim@ptd.net if you or your 

family member from St. Paul’s will be hospitalized or 

needs pastoral care. For emergency weekends, please call 

Pastor Bill directly at 717.228.0949. 

Please also contact the church office if your address, email, 

or phone number changes. Thanks! 

 

If you are unable to serve, please contact your team 
captain and let him/her know the name of your 
replacement. 

mailto:717.665.2447/stpaulsmanheim@ptd.net
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Kid’s Page 
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Prayers Needed for Teen Central 

 That the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored. 

 That the Lord would continue to direct hearts into his love and Christ’s perseverance. 

 That the Lord would draw more kids from the community to Teen Central to hear the good news of Jesus. 

Thank you for your financial and spiritual support of Teen Central. 

Communication Deadlines 
St. Paul’s Happenings is printed monthly with the exception of the combined issues in 

July/August and December/January. The deadline to submit articles is typically by the 

3rd Sunday of the month before publication. The March 2019 issue deadline is 

Sunday, February 17, 2018. 

Bulletin information/announcements are due to the church office no later than 

Wednesday morning @ 8 am. Typically, announcements in the bulletin run no more 

than 2-3 weeks.  Submit your information by dropping off in the church office or by 

email at stpaulsmanheim@ptd.net 

 

 

 

 

Interim Pastor                The Rev. Bill Long 

Church Administrator                          Pam Herman 
                                      
Youth & Family Minister                Akira May Owens 

amowens@ptd.net 

Organist                June Smith 

Chancel Choir Director                             John Degler

   

Bell Choir Director           Jim Hoffman 
 
Interim Praise Team Leader                           Steve Smith 
 
Nursery Coordinator            Rhonda Raia 
                                                                  Smiles4u@dejazzd.com 
Custodian                              Mark Lowe 
 
Kitchen Manager                    Joe Raia 

 

Ministers             All Church Members 

Sandy Bareford 

Danette Fair 

Ron Forry, Secretary 

David Ludwig, President 

Gretchen Miller, Assistant Treasurer 

Eric Myers, Treasurer 

Amanda Peiffer 

Sylvia Shelley 

 

Non-voting Ex-Officio Member by Position: 

The Rev. Bill Long, Interim Pastor 

Pam Herman, Church Administrator & Recording  

                             Secretary 

 

 

St. Paul’s Staff Council Members 

mailto:Smiles4u@dejazzd.com
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Welcome to the latest edition of St. Paul’s Happenings!  You’ll find all 
the latest information right here in this issue.   

Table of Contents: 

 Celebrating 250 Years    Pages 1-2 

 February Lectionary/Ash Wednesday  Page 2 

 Black Light Game Night/Breakfasts  Page 3 

 Women’s Fellowship    Page 3 

 Lent/Lenten Meals/Easter Flowers  Page 4 

 Missions/Food Pantry Update   Page 4 

 Council Highlights    Page 5 

 Prayer/Thank You Notes   Page 6 

 Birthdays & Anniversaries   Page 7 

 Kids’ Page     Page 10 

Sunday Worship: 
ONE Worship @ 9:30 am; Small Groups @ 10:30 am 

 
For the most up to date information, go to 

www.stpaulsuccmanheim.org. 
 

 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Happenings! 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
50 North Main Street, P. O. Box 129 
Manheim, PA  17545 
717-665-2447/stpaulsmanheim@ptd.net 

www.stpaulsuccmanheim.org 

 
 

mailto:717-665-2447/stpaulsucc@dejazzd.com
http://www.stpaulsuccmanheim.org/

