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Making a Difference Through the Love of Christ for all to Know God, Love God, Serve God!

Pestilence, Sword & Famine…Oh My!
By Pam Herman, Church Administrator

This past year, our Wed. night Bible study has been studying the prophets,
Isaiah & Jeremiah. Both prophesy about the end of the great cities of
Jerusalem and Babylon and at the same time, also prophesy about end times
as written in Revelation. The words the prophets used – pestilence, sword &
famine.
The definition of pestilence is a deadly and overwhelming disease that affects
an entire community; an evil influence or deliverer; a plaque; an
unwholesome atmosphere; a swarm of mosquitos or flies. I think you and I
have had some experience lately with pestilence! We don’t call it
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Our Hope is Built on Jesus!
pestilence – we call it the coronavirus pandemic. But it is clearly pestilence!
Amazing how a microscopic organism can wreak such havoc on just about
every area in our lives – our health, finances, families, friendships, work, and
even worship. That pestilence can easily begin a cycle of chaos, violence
(sword) and famine is not surprising – we’ve even seen some of those results
in food shortages and the level of violence in recent riots and protests. These
are strange times indeed.
We read about such times all throughout the Old Testament – specifically in
the fall of Jerusalem, then the fall of Babylon in Jeremiah’s time. It must have
been a scary, anxious and terrifying time. But before the fall of the two cities
and nations, both prophets point to the word Repent.
Continued on page 2
July/August 2020 – Page 1

Page 4

VISIT US ONLINE AT

St.PaulsuccManheim.org

Pestilences, Sword & Famine….
Repent means to make a radical turn
from one way of life to another; a
summons to a personal, absolute, and
ultimate unconditional surrender to
God as sovereign. Turning to God,
away from a sinful life is another way
to look at the word Repent.
And it is in repentance that there lies
the hope that both Jeremiah and
Isaiah promise. Jeremiah calls for his
people to repent and turn back to
God and in the midst of his terrifying
images of destruction, he points to
the righteous branch of the covenant
of David; Isaiah many years before
points to the birth of a coming
Messiah – Jesus. Jesus is our Hope;
He paid the ultimate sacrifice that we
may return to God (repent), to know
God, love and to serve Him.

caregivers, doctors and scientists
to control and defeat the
coronavirus (pestilence). We even
see it in each other when we wear
a mask to protect both ourselves
and our neighbors and when we
observe proper social distancing.
In doing so, we become a light to
others – it sets us apart – to be
beacons of Hope for our Lord,
Jesus Christ.
Yes, we may be in a time of
pestilence, sword and famine –
but we have Hope in Jesus Christ!
Our Hope is built on nothing less!

We see that Hope alive today in those
that donate and serve food to the
hungry (famine), in those that work
for solutions and peacemaking during
times of violence (sword), and in
those that serve on the frontline as

July Scripture Readings
Sunday, July 5, Pentecost 5: Zechariah 9:9-12, Psalm 145:8-14; Romans 7:15-25;
St. Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Sunday, July 12, Pentecost 6: Isaiah 55:10-13; Psalm 65:1-13; Romans 8:1-11;
St. Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Sunday, July 19, Pentecost 7: Isaiah 44:6-8; Romans 8:12-25; Psalm 86:11-17;
St. Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Sunday, July 26, Pentecost 8: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Psalm 119:129-136; Romans 8:2639; St. Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
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August Scripture
Readings
Sunday, August 2, Pentecost 9:
Isaiah 55:1-5; Psalm 145:8-9, 1421; Romans 9:1-5; St. Matthew
14:13-21
Sunday, August 9, Pentecost 10: 1
Kings 19:9-18; Psalm 85:8-13;
Romans 10:5-15; St. Matthew
14:22-33
Sunday, August 16, Pentecost 11:
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Psalm 67; Romans
11:1-2, 29-31; St. Matthew 15:1028
Sunday, August 23, Pentecost 12:
Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm 138; Romans
12:1-8; St. Matthew 16:13-20
Sunday, August 30, Pentecost 13:
Jeremiah 15:15-21; Psalm 26:1-8;
Romans 12:9-21; St. Matthew
16:21-28

Giving Options
To continue the ministry of St.
Paul's UCC Manheim, your
contributions are greatly
appreciated.
Ways to give while worshiping at
home include:
• Send a check to St. Paul's UCC,
50 N. Main St. Manheim, PA
17545
• Use the Bill Pay Option
through your bank's online bill
pay
• Sign up for Direct Withdrawal
by requesting a form to be
completed and returned to
the church office.

Thank you for
your support of
St. Paul’s UCC!

Starting July 5 – 3 Ways to Worship @ St. Paul’s UCC!

Starting Sunday, July 5, St. Paul’s UCC will offer 3 ways
to worship!
 Online Worship will be available on our website
for those who wish to worship safely at home,
are experiencing fever or recent symptoms of
Covid-19 or have been exposed to Covid-19 in
the last 14 days.
 If you wish to hear the entire service on Sundays
@ 9:30 am, but do not feel safe to be in the
Sanctuary, please feel free to park in St. Paul’s
UCC parking lot and turn to FM radio station 88.1
to access the worship service.
 Worship in the Sanctuary will be held at 9:30 am
on Sunday mornings.
• Please enter the church through the back
entrance off the parking lot only.

• Access to the Sanctuary will be limited
to the back stairwell right off the
parking lot.
• Social Distancing measures will be in
place in the Sanctuary and throughout
the building.
• Wearing a mask at all times is required
in the church building unless a health
condition prohibits wearing one.
• There will be no singing, Nursery,
Children’s Church or Coffee Hour to
keep in line with social distancing
standards.
Please see St. Paul’s Covid-19 Safety Guidelines on
page 4 to learn more about how St. Paul’s is working
to keep you safe in worship.

Communion during Covid-19
We’ll celebrate our worship service with The Sacrament of Holy Communion on Sunday, July
5 and again on Sunday, August 2 at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary. St. Paul’s will use Fellowship
Cups for communion. Fellowship cups hold all the elements in a disposable, safe cup. You
peel off the first label for your wafer and then you peel off the second layer label for your
grape juice.
By using the Fellowship Cups, you can be assured that the sacraments served to you will be
safe to consume to lower your risk for Covid-19 and yet will feed your soul and your spiritual
walk in life while connecting you with the saints, and all others in worship.
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Mission Projects

Manheim Project:
St. Paul’s UCC will be partnering
with Manheim BIC this year to
participate in the Manheim
mission project. All projects will
be outdoors such as yard work,
painting, etc. The dates are
Monday, July 27-Thursday, July
30. We will be packing our own
lunches. If you would like to
serve on any or all of these
days, please contact Sandy
Bareford at 717.341.5931 or
sandybareford@gmail.com.
Mission Trip:

Missions of the Month
Missions of the Month:
The July Mission of the Month is St. Paul’s UCC’s Shepherd’s Fund. This fund is
used to help members and friends of St. Paul’s that are experiencing a financial
hardship. Funds are used to help with housing, heating, medication, medical, and
food costs. Please use your July special envelope to help out a friend in need.
The August Mission of the Month is Bible2School. This mission provides Biblical
education to children in grades 2-4 throughout Lancaster County. Up to 40% of
these children do not have a church home. For one hour a week during the
children’s lunch break, the children are “released” from school to travel to a
nearby church for religious education. Please use your August special envelope to
help young children of Manheim and nearby communities learn about Jesus and
His Word!
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The mission trip to Earlesville,
MD to serve at Deep Roots
homeless shelter, formerly
know as Clairvaux Farms has
been rescheduled to Thursday,
June 17-Sunday, June 20, 2021
due to the Coronavirus. If you
would like to serve, please
contact Sandy Bareford at 717.
341.5931 or by email at
sandybareford@gmail.com
Food Pantry Update:
In May 138 households for a
total of 364 individuals were
served.
Over 1,300 lbs. of food was
donated in May. Thank you so
much!

Council Highlights
St. Paul’s Church Council met on
Monday, June 8 @ 7 pm. Below are
the highlights of that meeting:
• Treasurers’ Report:
o Current income is above
budget for May – likely due to
people catching up from last
month.
o Benevolence – May’s mission
of the month was Hartman
Center - $600 was received;
We are still receiving a good
amount of contributions for
the April Mission, Manheim
Central Food Pantry.
o Capital income continues to
be good likely thanks to the
capital campaign.
• Pastor’s Report:
o Pastor Bill continues making
phone calls to those that
were hospitalized or ill.
o Staff meetings won’t be held
until September.
o Attendance for Drive in
Worship has been good.
Old Business:
• Drive in Worship will move to one
service @ 9:30 am starting June
14.
New Business:
• Church Opening Preparation
discussions continued. A tentative

date for worshiping in the
Sanctuary was set for July 5,
but will be fully determined
based on results from a
congregational survey. Getting
supplies such as hand sanitizer
and disinfectant cleaning
products may further delay
opening.
Also discussed was the need
to create safety guidelines for
social distancing, what to
expect for worship, as well as
for cleaning and disinfecting
the church building.
Council will meet on June 30 to
prepare the Sanctuary for worship
with social distance guidelines.
The July meeting will be held on
Tuesday, July 21. Dave Palfrey is
the July Communion and Closer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Pamela Herman, Recording
Secretary
Church Council Minutes/Packets
are posted in Fellowship Hall, in
the 2nd floor hallway and are also
available to you in the church
office by request.

Thanks to the Chancel Choir
Because of the Covid-19 crisis, the Chancel Choir last performed on March 8 when suddenly
church services came to a halt from the state authorities.
John Degler is the director of the choir and would like to take this opportunity to thank the
members for their dedication and musical talents which enhances the services at St. Paul’s.
Their willingness to weekly commit their time and efforts is appreciated by not only the
director but so many members of the congregation. A special thank you to June Smith for
doing all of the accompaniments and the extra vocalists who assisted with the Christmas
Cantata.
The choir sang 27 times from September-March plus the cantata. Ten new anthems were
performed along with seven second time versions of musical arrangements. An additional
set of new selections were scheduled for March-May until everything was shut down
during the crisis.
Hopefully we will be able to resume some type of normal church services by the fall
months. Maybe some other singers will join us at that time as we continue to praise our
Lord each week at St. Paul’s.
John Degler, Choir Director

Women’s
Fellowship
We never know what is going to
happen next! Women’s
Fellowship along with a
multitude of gracious
volunteers, has been hosting a
FREE Turkey Dinner open to the
Community in September for a
number of years to share our
blessings and fellowship with
one another. An inspirational
program in the Sanctuary
followed the meal. Due to our
present circumstances with this
virus, it is the consensus that we
will not be able to have this
event this September. Our hope
is to be able to resume this
uplifting FREE Turkey Dinner
next year, if feasible. We have
to roll with the punches, even
when it hurts.
Even though we are not able to
get together physically, I know
that many of you have been
making telephone contact with
our shut-ins and/or sending
cards. Even I personally have
received many greeting cards,
notes of caring and telephone
calls from a number of St. Paul’s
friends, which are truly
appreciated. We are all doing
the best we can.
Although these are trying times,
we still have much to be
thankful for. St. Paul’s has truly
been blessed by our Lord by
bringing to our Fellowship
Pastor Bill, Pam, and a
dedicated Church Council to
minister and pull everything
together on our behalf. Praise
the Lord!
Keep praying and caring about
others! In His Love, June Smith
& Deb Kleinfelter
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Kid’s Page
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Drive In & Online
Worship Attendance

Thank You Note
This is a special thank you to Pastor Bill for his concern and
dedication during my recent health glitch.

5/24 – 68

5/31 – 85

6/14 – 80
I would also like to extend thanks to my St. Paul’s friends for the
cards, notes, and calls.
Noreeta Martin

Christian Symbols
Green
Green is the traditional liturgical color for the weeks after
Pentecost (as well as the season of Epiphany).
The Pentecost season largely overlaps with spring and summer,
which is fitting because green symbolizes growth: growth of plant
life and crops, and growth of the church in discipleship and faith.

Requests for Prayer
For prayer requests, please contact Joan Hess at 717.665.4705. Our
homebound members will remain on the list permanently as a reminder to
keep these individuals wrapped in prayer and to remember them with cards,
phone calls, and visits.

Hannah Fisher

Brooke Gabster

Jennifer Green

Dawn Hoffman

Mike Kennedy

Nancy Lishman

In the military:

Anna Mary Peters

Marie Rhodes

Burt Savitz

Cindy Dieterly

Carole Shank

Michael Shelley

Robert & Joanna Schreiber

Kyle May

Polly Stoner

Doris Stroud

Lisa Weaver

*Nancy Brosey

*Ralph Givler

*Betz Klopp

*Cheryl Lauer

*Carrie Mathiot

*Linda Osborn

*Jack Reed

*Connie Shirk

*Eric Smeltz

*Cindy Zdradzinsk

*Maya
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Doug Pearson
Nathaniel Sexton

6/7 - 95

6/21 – 76

Date

Team

Date

Team

July 5

5

Aug. 9

1

July 12

1

Aug. 16

3

July 19

3

Aug. 23

4

July 26

4

Aug. 30

5

Aug. 2

5

Sept. 6

1

Greeters
The act of greeting will look slightly
different than before the
Coronavirus so that we can keep in
line with social distancing practices.

Team 1 - *Steve Balmer, Terry Myers & Ron Forry

As you arrive for One Worship,
you’ll be greeted by several council
members and other leaders to
direct you and assist you if help is
needed.

Team 5 - *Dave Ludwig, Rick Conley, Menno Stoner & Tom Brewer

Team 2 – New Team Needed
Team 3 - *Lynn Brewer, Dottie Boger, Eric Myers & Wayne Deem
Team 4 - *Ed Kopp & Jay Hess
Substitutes: Jane Laube &Wayne Deem
If you are unable to serve, please contact your team captain and let
him/her know the name of your substitute.
Thanks for serving.

Communication Deadlines
St. Paul Happenings is printed monthly except for the July/August & December/January combined issues. The deadline to
submit articles is the 3rd Sunday of the month before publication. The September newsletter deadline is Sunday, August 16,
2020. Bulletin announcements are due to the church office no later than Wednesday mornings @ 8 am.

St. Paul’s Staff & Leaders
Staff:
Pastor – The Rev. Bill Long
Church Administrator – Pam Herman
Organist – June Smith
Chancel Choir Director – John Degler
Bell Choir Director – Jim Hoffman
Praise Team Coordinator – Steve Smith
Nursery Coordinator – Rhonda Raia
Custodian – Mark Lowe
Kitchen Managers – Sandy Bareford & Jerry Weller

Council:
Ministers – All Church Members
Sandy Bareford, Secretary
Lynn Brewer
Rick Conley – Vice President
Danette Fair
Joan Hess – President
Gretchen Miller - Treasurer
Dave Palfrey – Assistant Treasurer
Karen Weiss
Non-voting Ex-Officio Member by Position:
The Rev. Bill Long, Pastor & Pam Herman, Church
Administrator & Recording Secretary
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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
50 N. Main Street, P. O. Box 129
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: 717.665.2447
www.StPaulsuccManheim.org

FIRST ANY CHURCH

