
  
 

 

Closer to God by Pam Herman 

In this time of Covid-19, are you feeling a lack of connection to your 

family, your friends, maybe even to your co-workers if you’re working 

from home? What about a lack of connection from church since 

worshiping from home? Recent studies show that this lack of connection 

for our school students is seriously affecting their mental health – I’m sure 

adults are feeling this drain on their mental health as well. But when it 

comes to our spiritual life, is there a lack of connection to God in our lives 

as well? 

 

Let’s find out! According to Doug Field’s book, Refuel, the following are 

signs of spiritual emptiness: 

• I’m more selfish with my time. 

• I’m impatient. 

• I lack compassion for those who are hurting. 

• I’m more vulnerable to temptation. 

• I’m disobedient. 

• I feel distant from God. 

• I find it more difficult to make good decisions. 

• My insecurities are more prevalent. 

• I’m critical - in speech as well as in thought. 

• I find other ways to fill voids that I know only God can fill. 

As you can imagine, spiritual emptiness can easily change the course of 

our lives if we let it and a lack of connection to God and our spiritual  
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community are key components in 

continuing that course – a course 

that can lead us to do things we 

don’t wish to do. Even the apostle 

Paul struggled with such things as 

we see in Romans 7:19: “For I do 

not do the good I want, but the evil 

I do not want is what I do.” 

So, if we are experiencing the signs 

of spiritual emptiness, what is the 

cure – spiritual fulfillment! Again, 

the apostle Paul writes in 

Ephesians 3:16-19 - “ I pray that, 

according to the riches of his glory, 

he may grant that you may be 

strengthened in your inner being 

with power through his Spirit,  and 

that Christ may dwell in your 

hearts through faith, as you are 

being rooted and grounded in love. 
 I pray that you may have the 

power to comprehend, with all the 

saints, what is the breadth and 

length and height and depth,  and 

to know the love of Christ that  
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Inclement Weather? 

In case of inclement weather, be 

sure to call the church office at 

717.665.2447 (after 8 am on 

Sunday mornings) for service or 

event changes and cancellations. 

Postings will also be on WGAL, 

WGAL.com and our website: 

www.stpaulsuccmanheim.org. 

Sermons and bulletins will      

always be available online            

on our website. 

Sunday, March 7 – 3rd Sunday in 
Lent: Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19; 1 
Corinthians 1:18-25; St. John 2:13-22 

Sunday, March 14 – 4th Sunday in 
Lent: Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3, 
17-22; Ephesians 2:1-10; St. John 
3:14-21 

Sunday, March 21 – 5th Sunday in 
Lent: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-
12; Hebrews 5:5-10; St. John 12:20-
33 

Sunday, March 28 – Sunday of the 
Passion/Palm Sunday: St. Mark 11:1-
11; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; 
St. Mark 14:1-15:47 
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surpasses knowledge, so that you 

may be filled with all the fullness of 

God.” Paul’s prayer is for us to be 

filled – filled with the fullness of 

God.  

So how can we be filled with the 

fullness of God? According to Doug 

Fields, there are 3 easy steps: 

• Stop 

• Be quiet 

• Make a Connection 

Or since it is Lent, there are the 

spiritual disciplines we’ll be talking 

about in The Lent Experience by 

Eric Ferris on Wednesdays @ 6:30 

pm in Lent:  

• Fasting 

• Silence & Solitude 

• Repentance 

• Almsgiving – the act of 

love by which we meet 

someone else’s practical 

needs 

• Forgiveness 

 

 

 

 

 

Both books are directing us to 

use this time in Lent to 

intentionally stop our regular 

way of life, spend time in 

silence and solitude to seek 

out a better connection with 

God. It is in seeking that 

connection with God that fills 

us and the void in our lives. It 

gives us focus and direction – 

and it gives us God’s plan for 

our lives.  

Seeking time in silence and 

solitude isn’t just for Lent 

either. It is an ongoing 

endeavor for us as followers of 

Jesus to continue to connect. 

It’s why I keep my copy of the 

book Refuel handy as a 

reminder that it might be time, 

again, to stop, be silent and 

connect with God.  

In preparation for our Savior’s 

great victory at Easter, Lent is 

the time to connect anew with 

God. May you be filled with 

the fullness of God this Lent 

and Easter season. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stpaulsuccmanheim.org/


  
 

 

 

 St. Paul’s UCC invites you to come 
and experience the many sights, 
sounds, and tastes of the Lent & 
Easter Season – come & see! 

Lent: 

Lent began on Ash Wednesday. On 
Ash Wednesday the church begins its 
journey toward baptismal immersion 
in the death and resurrection of 
Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent 
lead us to focus on five covenants 
God made in the Hebrew Scriptures 
and to use them as lenses through 
which to view baptism. First Peter 
connects the way God saved Noah’s 
family in the flood with the way God 
saves us through the water of 
baptism. The second covenant is the 
one made with Abraham and Sarah – 
God’s promise to make them the 
ancestors of many with whom God 
will remain in everlasting covenant. 
The third covenant is the central one 
of Israel’s history, the gift of the law 
to those God freed from slavery. The 
fourth covenant is the promise God 
makes to Moses that those who look 
upon the bronze serpent will live. And 
finally, the fifth covenant is God’s 
promise to Jeremiah that a “new 
covenant” will be made in the future: 
a covenant that will allow all the 
people to know God by heart.  

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
will be celebrated each Sunday in 
Lent. 

The Lent Experience: 

“God, if what these people know is 
You, then I want to get to know You,” 
is the foundation of what drove 
creator and host of The Lent 
Experience, Eric Ferris, to invite 
others to do something different. It’s 
not just more teaching. It’s not just 
more information. It’s not some 
stuffy, religious obligation – it’s a 
companion to help you both process 

and absorb this Lenten experience 
to the fullest.  

Come and experience how The 
Lent Experience can help you get 
to know God on Wednesdays in 
Lent @ 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. 
Study guide/journals are available 
– feel free to pick one up on the 
table outside the church office. 
The study continues on 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 pm through 
March 24 in Fellowship Hall. Social 
distancing protocols are in place, 
so no meals will be provided, and 
please wear a mask.  

 

Upcoming Schedule: 

Wednesday, March 31 @ 7 pm:  
An Easter Preparatory Service will 
be held in the Sanctuary.  

Thursday, April 1 @ 7 pm:              
A Service of Tenebrae for Maundy 
Thursday will be held in the 
Sanctuary.  

Friday, April 2 @ 2-3 pm:              
St. Paul’s UCC will host a Good 
Friday worship service in the 
Sanctuary.  

Sunday, April 4 - Easter Sunday will 
include an early worship service @ 
8:30 am in the memorial garden 
and a worship service @ 9:30 am 
to celebrate the Resurrection of 
Our Lord! 

All worship services will be held: 
• in the Sanctuary which has 

social distancing protocols 
in place to keep you safe 
– please wear a mask 

• in St. Paul’s UCC’s parking 
lot by tuning into FM 
88.1; or online  

• Online on our website at 
www.stpaulsuccmanheim.
org. 

 

Friday 
Dec. 4 

Dec. 24 
@ 7 pm 
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Women’s 
Fellowship 
With all the snow, ice and 
cancellation of Worship Services, we 
are truly looking forward to getting 
together on Thursday, March 25, 
2021 at 1:30 pm in Fellowship Hall, 
with our social distancing and masks, 
as usual. We have some business to 
take care of and we will have an 
opportunity to catch up! Of course, 
this is weather permitting. 

I recently read an article and thought 
it was worth repeating, although I 
have made a few changes, so it is not 
word for word. 

“Kindness Costs So Little – Give a Call” 

One Sunday afternoon I was thinking 
of someone in failing health, whom I 
had not seen for a long time. “Why 
not surprise him with a phone call?” 
So I did! “I was thinking of you and I 
wanted to have a little chat, “ I 
explained when he came to the 

Rescheduled! 
 

Thanks to all the snow, ice and 

inclement winter weather we 

had in February, both the Book 

Club & the Revelation Bible 

Study will be rescheduled to 

start up again after Easter. 

Be sure to check the April issue 

of St. Paul’s Happenings and 

upcoming bulletins for dates 

and times. 

 

About Lent 

Though the date of Easter 

varies, the majority of the 

Lenten season occurs during 

March. In fact, the word Lent 

comes from the Anglo-Saxon 

words lenctentid (meaning 

“March”) and lencten (meaning 

“spring”).  

 

The first reference to Lent dates 

back to 325 AD, in one of the 20 

canons decreed at the council 

of Nicaea. By the eighth 

century, Christians started 

observing Lent, and a 10th-

century monk named Aelfric 

connected the use of ashes and 

“the Lenten fast” to the pre-

Easter period.  

 

Lent lasts 40 days to represent 

Jesus’ time in the wilderness, 

when he was tempted by the 

devil. The six Sundays that occur 

between Ash Wednesday and 

Easter Sunday aren’t counted as 

part of Lent; instead, as the 

traditional day of worship, 

they’re considered “mini-

Easters.” 

 

 

 

The March FREE Takeout Community 

Breakfast will be held on Saturday, 

March 20 from 9-10 am. 

The takeout breakfast will be served 

from St. Paul’s Parking Lot. 

Contact Sandy Bareford at 

717.341.5931 or by email at 

sandybareford@gmail.com if you would 

like to help out and serve breakfast. 
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FREE Community Breakfast 
 

phone. He was delighted, and we 
had an enjoyable telephone visit. 
His wife told me a few days later 
that my call had done more for 
him than a whole bottle of 
medicine. “You know, she 
explained, the telephone almost 
never rings for him anymore.” 
Keep on working for and serving 
our Lord. Remember to keep our 
homebound members in our 
hearts and prayers. They love to 
hear from us either by telephone 
or by card. It means so much to 
them, to at least have that 
contact. 

This is how I try to keep in contact. 
Through these many months, I am 
so thankful for “Alexander Graham 
Bell” and the telephone. I never 
hear anyone say that I am 
bothering them. The response is 
always “it is so good to hear from 
you.” Just let them know our 
hearts are swelling with “love and 
caring” for them. This is a great 
way to praise the Lord this Lenten 
season. Enough said. 

Keep those knitting needles and 
crochet hooks warm and busy. 
This is what keeps me out of 
trouble! I am thinking positive. 
Please stay well and we will look 
forward to seeing you on March 
25th. 

In His Love, 

June Smith & Deb Kleinfelter 

mailto:sandybareford@gmail.com


  
 

 

 

 

 

More Thanks! 
 

  

  

  

 

Dear Friends, 

This is late coming to you, but I wanted to express my deepest thanks to all of you 

who sent cards and/or called after my shoulder surgery last August. I have healed 

well supported by your prayers and the good physical therapists at LGH – Kissel Hill, 

Lititz. 

Also, I wanted to share that my sister Marilyn Barnard who was on our prayer list 

earlier has healed very well from her breast cancer surgery last June. She has been so 

full of faith and so strong and is an inspiration to me. 

Again, thank you all for your prayers and words of support. God bless you all! 

Bev Leibold 

 

room” for God to write his story even 
if it means putting aside our own 
agendas, no matter how worthwhile 
they may seem.  We will ask God to 
“give (us) his eyes” so we can see the 
needs of those who are lost 
and hurting where God has placed us. 
 We’ll see “what faith can do” when 
God is “by (our) side” and explore the 
economy of the Kingdom where 
everyone can have a seat “at his 
table.” 
 

God willing my heart and the weather 
will cooperate and we can share this 
Lenten journey together!  Looking 
forward to spring (the Easter Bunny 
notwithstanding LOL!). 
 

Greetings! 
 
First I want to thank you for your 
prayers for healing during my recent 
stay at York Hospital.  The staff was 
wonderful and I received the very 
best care I could have hoped for! 
 Turns out my heart has been working 
too hard for a long time as I have 
atrial fibrillation.  With proper diet 
and exercise and medication i should 
live a long life, God willing!  I have a 
tremendous care team and a top 
notch support system at home so I’m 
doubly blessed! 
 
The experience led me to a musical 
theme for Lent:  what is our heart 
condition as we prepare to witness 
the drama of Holy Week and then 
follow our risen Savior?  To take up 
our cross daily and sacrifice self on 
the altar of service to God through 
our service to others?  A healthy 
heart is something we ought not take 
for granted, whether physical or 
spiritual.  Our response to Jesus is 
measured by our willingness to 
respond to the needs around us, 
especially when it is not convenient! 

 
To that end we will be examining 
what is the “heart of worship” and 
whether we are willing to “make 
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Thank You Notes 

Bob & Joanna want to thank 
you for thinking of them with 
the beautiful altar flowers. It 
sure made their day more 
cheerful! We have the best 
church family. Also thanks to 
Bonnie for delivering the 
flowers. 
In Christian Love,  
Bob & Joanna Schreiber 
 
Happy New Year & now 
embarrassingly Happy 
Valentine’s Day! Thank you for 
all of your prayers and 
messages of hope. The cards 
from you and your church 
community always bring me joy 
– I’ve so loved receiving them. I 
hope you are doing well and 
that this year is better than the 
last. Sending love! 
 
- Steve & Brooke Gabster 
 
A note from Claire Reed re: the 
above note: Brooke Gabster is 
being treated for a rare bone 
cancer. It’s difficult to know her 
statistical progress but she is 
still holding onto hope. Let’s 
send her cards of 
encouragement as the latest 
prognosis appears she is 
running out of time.  
 
Steve & Brooke Gabster 
500 Jefferson Avenue, Apt. 411 
Redwood City, CA  94063 
 
Brooke recently restarted 
chemotherapy. You can follow 
her updates at 
www.caringbridge.org/visit/bga
bster. 
 

 

http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/bgabster
http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/bgabster


  
 

 

 

The March Mission of the Month is 
Heifer International and One Great 
Hour of Sharing. 

Heifer helps to empower families to 
end hunger and poverty in a 
sustainable way by supporting and 
investing alongside farmers and their 
communities in 21 countries around 
the world.  

In mid-March we’ll also collect for 
One Great Hour of Sharing. Through 
the OGHS offering, we are investing in 
communities world-wide providing 
education to boys and girls, providing 
vocational training, empowering 
families with skills to support 
themselves and their neighbors while 
also providing disaster relief and 
refugee initiatives.  

Please use your March special 
envelope to give to Heifer 

Due to the pandemic, it has been difficult to find sponsors for 
the weekly Altar Flowers. As a result, Council has appointed 
key Sundays that should have altar flowers to be filled first. 
After those dates are covered, if you still wish to sponsor 
another date, please contact Bonnie Myers at 
tlmyers@ptd.net or by phone at 717.626.7307.  
 
There will be no altar flowers for dates not sponsored that are 
not key dates. 
 
Please note that even though you may not be in church to see 
the altar flowers, the altar flowers truly glorify God in worship 
and can now been seen in the newly LIVE video of the worship 
service each week. Please prayerfully consider sponsoring the 
altar flowers by contacting Bonnie Myers. And thank you to all 
who have continued to sponsor the altar flowers. 
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 Altar Flowers 

International and the One Great 
Hour of Sharing Envelope in your 
bulletin for OGHS. 

Disaster Relief: People in Texas 

have been experiencing damaging 

ice/freezing conditions, and a lack 

of power and safe water. To 

donate, please mark your envelope 

Disaster Relief – Texas. Your 
support will enable the United 
Church of Christ to provide 
technical support, emotional and 
spiritual care, Kits and Cleanup 
Buckets, and financial support to 
assist in the recovery process. 95% 
of your gift goes directly to those 
in need. 
 

 

Food Pantry 

Update 

152 households or 443 individuals 
were served by the Food Pantry in 
January – 8 new households or 16 
new individuals. Needed items 
are: baby formula, tuna, salmon, 
chicken pouches, soups – 
especially chicken noodle and beef 
vegetable. Canned fruits and 
pastas. Drop your donations 
directly @ 334 W. Gramby St. 
 

Missions 
  

 

Outdoor Ministries 
 Since the decision was made to put 

Hartman Center up for sale, Penn 

Central Conference has decided to 

partner with Lutheran Camping 

Corporation (LCC) and the Lower 

Susquehanna Synod of the Lutheran 

Church. The hope is that this 

partnership will continue the strong 

legacy of outdoor ministry in PCC and 

the spirit of Hartman Center. 

LCC offers 3 sites: Camp Nawakwa 

near Gettysburg, Camp Kirchenwald 

near Mount Gretna and The Wittel 

Farm in Elizabethtown. In addition to 

summer camp, there are events and 

opportunities for all ages throughout 

the year at all 3 sites. 

Upcoming Events: 

Summer Camp – There are camps for 

all ages and interests at both 

Kirchenwald and Nawakwa. There is an 

early bird discount if you register 

before April 3. If you attend the Open 

House on March 21 & April 11 from 2-

4:30 pm, you can get an additional 

discount! 

Lenten Day Apart @ Wittel Farm will 

be held on Saturday, March 13 from 9 

am-4 pm. Cost is $15. Sessions will 

include restorative spiritual practices 

and restorative soil work. We will learn 

about the soil on the farm and how we 

can improve its health. We will plant 

seeds in the greenhouse. 

Women’s Quilting Weekend @ 

Kirchenwald – March 19-21 

For more information re: LCC Camps or 

to register for events, go to 

www.lutherancamping.org. 

 

 

mailto:tlmyers@ptd.net
http://www.lutherancamping.org/


  
 

 

 

 

 

From the Church Office 

 

  

  

  

 

2021 Membership Directory: The new membership directory will soon be published, 

but before it is, please contact the church office at 717.665.2447 or by email at 

stpaulsmanheim@ptd.net if you have a new address, email, or phone number.  

Daily Bread Devotionals & Church Publications: Please contact the church office if 

you or someone you know are not receiving any of the church publications, weekly 

email updates, sermon emails, or daily devotionals. Especially for those who are 

worshiping from home, these connections are an important way for all of us to come 

together as one in Christ.  

Sermon Emails: Emails with links to the weekly sermons will now be sent out 

sometime after 9 am on Sunday mornings now that the worship service is LIVE 

streamed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Reports: 

Property: A Spring Clean Up Day has 
been scheduled for Saturday, March 
20 following the FREE Community 
Breakfast.  

Growing in Faith Team to meet on 
February 21. 

New Voices Vision Team: No report 

 

Old Business: 

Upcoming Events include Ash 
Wednesday worship on Feb. 17. 

Annual Congregational Meeting has 
been rescheduled to Sunday, 
February 28. 

Council members will be installed on 
Sunday, March 7. 

Council will meet next on Tuesday, 
March 16 @ 7 pm with Spiritual 
Council @ 6 pm.  
 
Church Council Minutes/Packets are 
posted in Fellowship Hall, in the 2nd 
Floor Hallway, and are also available 
to you in the church office by request. 

Church Council met on Tuesday, 
February 16 @ 7 pm. Highlights of the 
meeting include: 

Memorial Gifts & Endowment: No 
report 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Benevolence: $1000 for UCC Homes 
was received in January and $705 
received for OCWM. 

Operating: Higher income was 
received in January.  

Capital: $2,600 was received in 
January – this is over the expected 
budget. 

Pastor’s Report:  

• Thank you to Gretchen for 
adding the hymns to media – 
this is especially great for 
those who are watching the 
service from home. 

• Lent starts Feb. 17. 

• Pam Herman is starting 
courses in the Spring 2021. 

• Council approved Pastor Bill’s 
daughter’s wedding for May 
29 in the Sanctuary. 

Council Highlights 
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Plastic Cap Recyling 

St. Paul’s UCC is collecting Plastic 

Bottle and Container 

tops/caps/lids to be recycled and 

then turned into a Park Bench. 

Below is a list of lids that are 

acceptable for recycling. It takes 

250 lbs. and $300 to create a new 

park bench from Green Tree 

Plastics, Evansville, IN and so far 

we have collected 225 lbs!!! 

Lids/caps can be dropped off in 

the basket in the downstairs 

hallway outside the elevator. 

Please weigh your bag and note 

the weight on your bag before 

dropping off in the basket. NO 

METAL LIDS PLEASE!!! 

Acceptable Caps – Recycle #2, 4 or 5: 

• Medicine Bottle Caps 
w/info packet removed 

• Milk jug caps 

• Detergent caps 

• Hair spray caps 

• Toothpaste caps 

• Deodorant Caps 

• Apple Sauce pouch caps 

• Drink bottle caps (soda, 
water, juice, sports drink 

Continued on page 8 

mailto:stpaulsmanheim@ptd.net


  
 

 

 

We are excited to inform our brothers 

and sisters in Christ of a new and 

developing ministry in our beloved 

town of Manheim. 

Ever since the fall of 2018, a core 

group of committed Christians have 

been meeting for the purpose of 

praying and discerning the needs of 

Manheim. One area of need that 

continued to surface was that of 

transitional housing.  

As the core group prayed about this 

need, a vision began to form. They 

wondered what it would be like to 

own a facility wherein committed 

Christians would live among those 

who are in need of transitional 

housing. Trusting God would lead 

them, the core group began to 

explore numerous options for this 

type of housing. Admittedly, God 

closed many doors, but through this 

process, the group learned that the 

Danner Home was for sale. The core 

group took a tour and realized their 

vision could become a reality within 

this building. 

Manheim Ministerium receives many calls for assistance. Below is a report 
regarding calls received from people in the Manheim Central School District 
requesting assistance: 
 
240 Total Calls Received in 2021 (315 in 2019) 
128 individuals/families provided with assistance (179 in 2019) 
Needs included: grocery/food – 39; Rent/Security Deposit – 38; Gas – 18; PPL & 
UGI – 14; Both gas & groceries – 13; Motel – 12; Housing – 8; Heating fuel – 6; 
Car/Car Repairs – 6; Handyman – 2; Clothing – 2; Furniture/household goods – 4; 
Insurance – 3; Pastoral situations – 3; Transportation – 3; Water/Sewer – 3; 
Medical/Prescriptions – 2; Christmas -1; Other requests such as hauling, internet, 
status of checks, etc. – 22  Please note that these are the requests made, not all 
received actual assistance. 
12 reached the annual limit for assistance and 12 lived outside the MC area. 9 
were homeless and 5 were facing eviction in the Manheim area in 2020. 
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 Report on Calls for Assistance 

A New Manheim Ministry 
  

 

Plastic Cap 

Recyling Cont’d 

Acceptable Caps: 

• Flip top caps (ketchup) 

• Spout caps (mustard) 

• Spray paint caps 

• Ointment tube caps 

• Baby food Caps 

• Shampoo/condition caps 

Acceptable Lids – Recycle #2, 4 or 5: 

• Cottage/Cream Cheese 
container lids 

• Mayonnaise jar lids 

• Yogurt lids 

• Peanut butter lids 

• Ice Cream bucket lids 
(under 8”) 

• Cool whip container lids 

• Coffee Can lids 

• Butter container lids 

• Pringles lids 

NOT Acceptable Caps/Lids: 

• ANY Metal caps/lids 

• Drink Bottles 

• Plastic Ziploc type bags 

• Trigger Sprayers 

• ALL Fast Food drink lids 

• Plastic that is not a 
cap/lid, plastic pieces and 
parts 

• Human/Animal Medical 
Supplies 

• ALL Food containers 

• Soap/Lotion Pumps 

• Grocery Bags 

• Cap lids or Med bottles w/ 
#1, 3, 6 or 7 recycle # 

• K-cups & Straws 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Daylight Savings Time begins on 
Sunday, March 14. Remember to 
“spring ahead” one hour before 
retiring on Saturday, March 13! 

Around this time, Kauffman 

Mennonite Church felt called by God 

to donate money toward the 

purchase and renovation costs for 

this property. Realizing God was at 

work, the core group formed a non-

profit entity, Manheim Community 

Life Group (MCLG). This group’s goal 

is to “connect committed Christians 

to community crises” by offering 

transportation, clothing, educational 

needs, etc. to provide a Christ-like 

atmosphere to the participants who 

will live in what is being called The 

Home on Ferdinand (formerly known 

as Danner Home.) 

Since purchasing this property, many 

persons have volunteered in 

refurbishing and preparing it for 

participants. The ministry has 

expanded beyond the core group and 

for this, we rejoice. We invite you to 

be involved in three ways: 1) pray for 

the MCLG, 2) volunteer your time and 

talents and 3) donate a tax-deductible 

gift as the Lord Lords. Learn more at 

manheimcommunitylifegroup@gmail.

com. 
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First Day of Spring 

Lent 3 

Lent 4 

Lent 5 

Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Palm/Passion Sunday 



  
 

 

Best wishes to all those celebrating a 
birthday or anniversary this month! 

 

Requests for Prayer 

  

  

 

Worship Attendance 

Worship attendance equals in person 
worship in the Sanctuary, those attending 
worship in the parking lot and online 
views of the sermons: 
 
Jan 31 – 49 (Snow) Feb. 7 – 31 (Snow) 

Feb. 14 – 59 Ash Wed. (2/17) -  68 
Feb. 21 - 83 

 

 

Christian Symbol 

 

Calvary Cross (Graded Cross)  
 
This Latin cross with three steps 
symbolizes both Jesus’ climb up Calvary’s 
mountain and the three gifts of faith, 
hope and love. Those gifts are intrinsically 
connected to Jesus’ death and 
resurrection and are ours by sheer grace. 
“And now these three remain: faith, hope 
and love. But the greatest of these is 
love” (1 Corinthians 13:13, NIV). 

For prayer requests, please contact Joan Hess at 717.665.4705. Our homebound members will remain on the list 

permanently as a reminder to keep these individuals wrapped in prayer and to remember them with cards, phone calls, 

and visits. 

Hannah Fisher  Brooke Gabster  Gerald Geib 

Nancy Lishman  Anna Mary Peters Marie Rhodes   

Burt Savitz  Michael Shelley   

Robert & Joanna Schreiber   Polly Stoner   

Doris Stroud  Lisa Weaver  

*Nancy Brosey  *Betz Klopp  *Carrie Mathiot   

*Linda Osborn                *Jack Reed  *Connie Shirk   

*Eric Smeltz  *Cindy Zdradzinsk           *Maya            

In the military:  Cindy Dieterly, Kyle May, Doug Pearson, Nathaniel Sexton 
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St. Paul’s Staff & Leaders 

 

  

  

 

Ushers & Greeters 

The act of greeting continues to look different than before the pandemic, so 

that we can keep in line with social distancing standards to keep you safe 

while worshipping. 

As you arrive for worship, you’ll be greeted by several council members and 

other leaders to direct you and assist you if help is needed. 

 

Staff: 

Pastor – The Rev. Bill Long  

Church Administrator – Pam Herman 

Organist – June Smith 

Chancel Choir Director – John Degler 

Bell Choir Director – Jim Hoffman 

Praise Team Coordinator – Steve Smith 

Nursery Coordinator – Rhonda Raia 

Custodian – Mark Lowe 

Kitchen Managers – Sandy Bareford & Jerry Weller 

 

Council: 

Ministers – All Church Members 

Carol Blanchard  

Lynn Brewer 

Rick Conley  

Joan Hess 

Gretchen Miller 

Dave Palfrey  

Karen Weiss 

 

Non-voting Ex-Officio Member by Position: 

The Rev. Bill Long, Pastor  
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Communication Deadlines 

St. Paul Happenings is printed monthly except for the July/August & December/January 

combined issues. The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Sunday of the month before 

publication. 

 The April 2021 newsletter deadline is Sunday, March 21, 2021.  

Bulletin announcements are due to the church office no later than Wed. mornings @ 8 am. 

Setting Captives Free 

Though St. Patrick’s Day has become a secular “holiday,” March 17 commemorates the life of a Christian missionary.  

St. Patrick grew up in a Christian home in Britain but wasn’t very devout until he experienced crisis. As a teen, he was 

captured and sold into slavery in Ireland, escaping after six years. “The Lord opened my unbelieving eyes” in Ireland, 

Patrick later said. God led him back there, and he converted tribe after tribe to Christianity.  

 

In Confessio 61, St. Patrick writes, “I testify in truth and in great joy of heart before God and his holy angels that I never 

had any other reason for returning to that nation … except the Gospel and God’s promises.” 

 

  

 



  
 

 

FIRST ANY CHURCH 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
50 N. Main Street, P. O. Box 129 
Manheim, PA  17545 
Phone: 717.665.2447 
www.StPaulsuccManheim.org 


