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LET’S MAKE A DIFFERENCE - THROUGH THE LOVE OF CHRIST – TOGETHER! 
 IN THIS ISSUE 

John 20: 1-18 
It is the first day of the week, it is still 
dark. Mary Magdalene comes to the 
tomb and it is empty. She quickly 
runs to Peter and the other disciple 
but note what she says: “They have 
taken the Lord out of the tomb and 
we don’t know where they have laid 
him.”  
 
It is still dark! At this point to Mary 
there is no resurrection. Peter and 
the other disciple race to the tomb 
(who wins the race?) Both see the 
funeral wrappings. (When Jesus 
raises Lazarus from the dead Jesus 
says: Unbind him and set him free!)  
The disciples return but Mary stays 
at the tomb. She is weeping and is 
asked: Why are you crying?  Notice 
again Mary’s response: “They have 
taken the lord and I don’ t know 
where they have laid him.” It is still 
dark!  To her No Resurrection! Thus 
far only one disciple has believed; 
take a look at the Scripture lesson 
and see who that is! 

“Woman, why are you weeping?” 
She turns around and tells this 
person that the body of Jesus has 
been taken away. Then Jesus says: 
“MARY!”  She cries out: 
“Rabboni!”  Mary returns to the 
disciples and cries out: “I have seen 
the Lord!’  

 
Note the response of these three 
people at the tomb: Peter, Mary and 
the other Disciple. Peter enters the 
tomb but there is really no response 
from him. Peter just sees the grave 
cloths. The other Disciple goes in just 
sees the grave cloths and BELIEVES! 
Mary believes when her name is 
called. 

 
The Lord comes to us in many 
different ways. Peter will later make 
his response to the risen Lord. But 
the question to you and me is: How 
do we respond? 

        Continued on page 2  

Early Responses 
 By Pastor Bill Long, Interim Pastor 
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Early Responses 
• Are we silent as Peter? 

• Without seeing do we 
believe? (Blessed are they 
who believe but do not see 

• Does Christ call our name 
and we cry: My Lord and my 
God? 
 

There are still so many other ways 
that we can respond. The disciples 
on the Emmaus Road have their eyes 
opened when Jesus blesses and 
breaks the bread, the presence of 
the Lord in Holy Communion? 
 
Thomas having to touch the Lord.  
He touched me and O the joy that 
floods my soul! Something 
happened and now I know, he 
touched me and made me whole. 
(Hymn, He Touched Me)  
         
How does the Lord come to you? 
ALLELUIA, THE LORD IS RISEN. 
Have a blessed Easter! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Bill Long 
 

April 
Lectionary 

Hope you are enjoying the new 
Celebrate lectionary inserts in 
worship! Please take the insert home 
with you to continue your worship of 
God each and every day. 
 
April 7 - 5th Sunday in Lent: Isaiah 
43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 
3:4b-14; John 12:1-8 
 
April 14 – Passion/Palm Sunday: 
Luke 19:28-40; Psalm 31:9-16; Isaiah 
50:4-9a; Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 
22:14-23:56 or Luke 23:1-49 
 

April 21 – Resurrection of Our 
Lord/Easter Sunday: Acts 10:34-43 
or Isaiah 65:17-25; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-
24; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 or Acts 
10:34-43; Luke 24:1-12 or John 20:1-
18. 
 
April 28 – Second Sunday of Easter: 
Acts 5:27-32; Psalm 118:14-29; 
Revelation 1:4-8; John 20:19-31. 
. 

 

Lenten Meals & 
Worship 
Lenten meals and a brief Lenten 

worship service with a focus on the 

book of James by Francis Chan 

continue on Wednesday evenings 

until Wednesday, April 10.  

April 3 – The Choir & Praise Team 

will serve Hot Baked Potatoes 

April 10 – Church Council will serve 

Tomato Soup & Grilled Cheese 

Sandwiches 

Plan now to come and enjoy a light 

meal @ 6 pm followed by worship @ 

6:30 pm 

Maundy 
Thursday 
Maundy Thursday, April 18 @ 7 pm 
will feature a Tenebrae Service at St. 
Paul’s UCC.  

Tenebrae or service of darkness will 
include dramatic readings of Jesus’ 
final days in Jerusalem with the 

gradual extinguishing of candles and 
the stripping of the altar to 
symbolize the events of Holy Week. 
In this way, the stories and 
encroaching darkness leading up to 
Easter recreate the emotional 
aspects of the Passion.  

 

Good Friday 
Worship 
A Community Good Friday worship 

service will be held at Pleasant View 

Retirement Community on Good 

Friday, April 19 @ 2 pm. Hosted by 

the Manheim Ministerium, several 

area pastors will share in leading 

worship.  

Easter 

Sunday 

St. Paul’s will 

offer two 

opportunities to 

celebrate Our Lord’s Resurrection on 

Easter Sunday, April 21: 

 8:30 am Early Easter 

Worship in the Memorial 

Garden 

 9:30 am Easter Worship in 

the Sanctuary 

250thAnniversary 

Event 

Plan now to attend on Sunday, April 

28 @ 9:30 am for yet another special 

presentation by the Anniversary 

Committee. Look for more details to 

follow in your weekly bulletin! 
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Clean Up Day 
Dress casually on Sunday, April 7 and 
plan to help out with cleaning up 
around the church on Clean Up Day! 
We’ll start after worship with coffee 
hour and then spend time in cleaning 
up the church – whether it’s planting 
flowers, sprucing up bulletin boards 
or just decluttering a classroom!  

Everyone’s help is needed to make 
our church beautiful – sign up in 
Fellowship Hall! 

State of the 
Church Meeting 

Church Council will host a State of 

the Church Meeting on Sunday, April 

14 following worship in the Bright 

Library. 

Council members will be on hand to 

give a financial update as well as 

answers questions you may have.  

All are welcome to attend. 

FREE 
Community 
Breakfast 

The April FREE Community 
Breakfast will be held on Saturday, 
April 20 from 9-10:30 am. 

Cream Chipped Beef or Sausage, 
eggs and toast will be served with 
beverages and a side of fruit. 

If you wish to help out by greeting, 
serving, setting up, or cleaning up at 
the breakfast, please contact 
Rhonda Raia at 717.808.6868 or by 
email at smiles4u@dejazzd.com 

Come out and enjoy a warm 
breakfast and meet some new 
friends!  

Fellowship 
Breakfast 
The April Fellowship Breakfast will 

be held on Wednesday, April 24 @ 

8:30 am – place to be determined.  

Please RSVP to Claire Reed at 

717.951-4325 by Monday, April 22 if 

you plan to attend  

All are welcome! 

LifeLine 
Screening 
 
Lifeline Screenings will take place on 

Friday, April 26 from 8 am-6 pm in 

St. Paul’s Fellowship Hall. 

Several health screening options are 

available such as Carotid 

Artery/Plaque Screening, Heart 

Rhythm Screening, Abdominal 

Aerotic Aneurysm Screening, 

Peripheral Arterial Disease 

Screening, and Osteoporosis Risk 

Assessment. 

To schedule your screening today, 

call toll-free at 1-800-866-229-0469 

or register online at 

www.lifelinescreening.com/community circle 

for special pricing. 

Mother’s Day 

Spring Fling 

Vendor Show 

St. Paul’s Mission Team will host a 

Mother’s Day Vendor Expo on 

Saturday, May 4 from 9 am-2 pm 

here at St. Paul’s! 

Not only is this a one-stop shop to 

find that perfect Mother’s Day gift, 

but there’s take out Chicken BBQ 

too!  

Andy Ressler’s famous Chicken BBQ 

will be for sale so be sure to preorder 

your tickets at $7 each by checking 

with Akira Owens! 

If you’d like to be a vendor at the 

show, information & registration 

forms can be found on St. Paul’s 

website at: 

www.stpaulsussmanheim.org/spring

-fling.html 

1 table - $25 or 2 tables - $40 

For more information about the 

vendor show, please contact Akira 

Owens at 717.665.2447 or by email at 

amowens@ptd.net 

Proceeds benefit St. Paul’s UCC’s 

local and global mission efforts. 

mailto:miles4u@dejazzd.com
mailto:miles4u@dejazzd.com
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/community
http://www.lifelinescreening.com/community
http://www.stpaulsussmanheim.org/spring-fling.html
http://www.stpaulsussmanheim.org/spring-fling.html
http://www.stpaulsussmanheim.org/spring-fling.html
http://www.stpaulsussmanheim.org/spring-fling.html
mailto:amowens@ptd.net
mailto:amowens@ptd.net
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Praise & 
Worship 
The praise team is coming together 
nicely. It is a pleasure to work with 
them and to hear how the sound and 
presentation continue to improve, 
even when we’re short-handed. 

As always, we invite the 
congregation to participate in 
singing praise to our Lord! We are 
not here to perform or to entertain 
but to lead everyone in singing 
praise for all God has done and 
continues to do and to encourage 
enthusiastic participation. 

During Lent, I am not planning to 
introduce any new material. We 
have been dusting off songs we used 
during the past year or so. As always, 
we are looking for “a few good men 
and women” to join us. If you feel 
God nudging you to come forward, 
please don’t ignore His voice! Since 
all the selections are familiar now 
might be a less intimidating time to 
step out of your comfort zone for 
Jesus! If so, you know where to find 
me! 

God bless, 
Steve Smith 
 

Women’s 
Fellowship 
Women’s Fellowship ladies are 
continually serving the Lord in many 
ways: knitting, crocheting, 
cooking…hey we even covered that 
turkey gravy and waffles dish for 
Lent that so many of you enjoyed. 

😊 What can we say? Serving with 
our hands and hearts is a joy! From 
preparing funeral luncheons, to 
molding chocolate peanut butter 
eggs for the mission team 
fundraiser, even to the behind the 
scenes work of our church’s 250th 
anniversary celebration, it’s pretty 

clear that we are a small, but active 
band of women who love our Lord 
and Saint Paul’s. 

We just want to encourage anyone in 
our congregation to come and see 
what we’re up to. Even if you can’t 
attend a meeting, there’s still plenty 
of room in our Friendship Circle, and 
many ways to volunteer your gifts. 
Pretty soon, we ladies will be 
delivering flowers and visiting shut-
ins, sending out cards and making 
phone calls to check on parishioners 
during this season of Lent and 
Easter. Joining any one of these 
projects makes you an essential part 
of the “Hearth and Home” fellowship 
of Saint Paul’s. All you have to do is 
ask, “How can I help to serve the 
Lord?” 

April’s Women’s Fellowship meeting 
is scheduled for the 25th @ 1:30 pm. 
We’re looking for you! 

Blessings in Christ’s name, 
Akira Owens, secretary 
 

Mission of the 
Month 

The April Mission of the Month is 
the Manheim Central Food Pantry. 

The Manheim Central Food Pantry 
helps to feed families in need right 
here in Manheim! 

Please use your April special 
envelope to give to the Food Pantry 
to make a difference in the life of 
someone in need – right here in 
Manheim! 

Food 
Pantry 
 

In February, 124 households for a 
total of 364 individuals were served. 
Items needed include: 
 

 Canned Potatoes 
 Canned Fruit 
 Applesauce 
 Canned Spaghetti 
 Canned Chicken 
 Saltines/Crackers 

 
For more information on the 
Manheim Central Food Pantry, go to 
www.manheimcentralfoodpantry.org. 
 

Save the Date 
 
St. Paul’s will once again participate 
in the Manheim Project on Wed., 
July 24- Sat., July 27. 
 
Volunteers are needed to do the 
following for the Project: 

 Work Volunteers 

 Prayer Team 

 Non-Working Volunteers 

 Lunch Team 

 Greeters/Companions 
 
A meeting for those willing to serve 
will be held on Sunday, April 28 @ 
10:30 am in the Youth Room. For 
more information, contact Sandy 
Bareford at 717.341.5931 or by email 
at sandybareford@gmail.com. 
 

http://www.manheimcentralfoodpantry.org/
http://www.manheimcentralfoodpantry.org/
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Council 

Highlights 

Church Council met on 
Tuesday, March 19 @ 7 pm. 

Highlights of the meeting include: 
Memorial Gifts & Endowment: 

Gretchen Miller shared a report: 

♦ Endowment Fund value is $951,404.26 
♦ $17,159.039 of the $159,609 approved was 

withdrawn year to date 

Treasurers Report: 

Gretchen Miller shared January & February reports: 

January: 

♦ Benevolence: slightly above commitment for 
OCWM 

♦ Operating: No additional draw was needed in 
January from the endowment fund. Gas expense 
was high due to high period use.  

♦ Capital: One expense this month which was for 
the phone system upgrade which was installed 
March 12. 

February: 

 Slightly ahead again for OCWM commitment 
 Operating: Not shown in this report is the Liability 

Insurance Reimbursement from the rental 
properties – it was originally shown in 
miscellaneous income and will now have  a 
separate income line next month. A $10,000 draw 
from the endowment was made for operating 
expenses in February. Gas expense was high once 
again in February but should begin to drop in April 
due to warmer weather.  

 Capital: Slightly behind on capital income. The air 
conditioning expense was paid in February and 
came in slightly under budget. 

Pastor’s Report: 

 Lenten Services on Wednesday evenings have 
begun and will continue until April 10. 

 April will be a busy month with Pleasant View 
Communion April 4, a funeral April 6, Palm 
Sunday, April 14, Maundy Thursday April 18 and 2 
services  (8:30 & 9:30 am) on Easter Sunday. 

Committee Reports:. 

 Property Board: Pam made changes to Council’s 
closing procedures to exclude anyone from 
changing thermostats throughout the church. 

 Search Team: No update at this time due to 
inactivity. Recent changes in Penn Central 
Conference Staff may cause a temporary delay in 
the search process. 

Old Business: 

♦ Elections: Joan Hess was elected President, Rick 
Conley as Vice President and Mandy Peiffer was 
elected as a member of Spiritual Council. 

♦ Church Security: Council would like to appoint a 
security committee to discuss situations and 
suggest changes.  

♦ Lenten Meal: Council will serve soup and 
sandwiches on April 10. 

New Business: 

 Joan Hess was elected as Property Board liaison. 
 A special events chair is needed. If you would like 

to plan church events and coordinate the 
volunteers to make the events successful, please 
contact the church office at 717.665.2447. 

 Joe Raia has stepped down as volunteer Kitchen 
Manager and 250th Anniversary Chair. Sandy 
Bareford and Jerry Weller will likely co-manage 
the kitchen and Joan Hess will chair the 
Anniversary Committee. 

 Pastor Bill would like to reinstitute the Elders and 
Deacons focusing on the Biblical principles of 
elders and deacons. More information to come. 

 Old Safe: Council agree to spend $200 to have an 
old safe opened. There is no key for the safe and 
no one knows what is inside. With it being our 
anniversary year, it would be ideal to open the 
safe and see if there are important and/or 
historical documents inside. 

Open Discussion: 

 A State of the Church Meeting has been set for 
Sunday, April 14 following worship in the Bright 
Library for anyone who would like more 
information or updates on council/church finances 
or procedures. 
 

The next council meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 16 
19 @ 7 pm 

Respectfully submitted, 
Pam Herman, Recording Secretary 
 
Church Council Minutes/Packets are posted in 
Fellowship Hall, in the 2nd floor hallway and are also 
available to you in the church office by request.  
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Requests for Prayer

If you have a prayer request, please contact Joan Hess at 717.665.4705 to add a name to the prayer list. Names of those in 
retirement and nursing home facilities, as well as our homebound members, will remain on the list permanently as a 
reminder to keep these individuals wrapped in prayer and to remember them with your cards, phone calls, and visits: 
 
Miriam Bargo   Martha Bricker   Hannah Good Fisher  Brooke Gabster   
Deb Griffith   Dawn Hoffman   Erica Hoffman   Nancy Lishman  
Anna Mary Peters  Marie Rhodes   Burt Savitz   Carole Shank  
Michael Shelley   Polly Stoner   Doris Stroud   Lisa Weaver   
*Nancy Brosey   *Ralph Givler   *Betz Klopp   *Carrie Mathiot  
*Linda Osborn   *Connie Shirk   *Cindy Zdradzinsk   
*Judy Longo’s granddaughter, Maya 
 
In the Military: 
Cindy Dieterly   Doug Pearson   Nathaniel Sexton 

Worship Attendance 

February 24 – 68   March 10 – 64 

March 3 – 71    March 17 - 86 

Ash Wed., March 6 – 28 

 

Thank You Note 

 
Thanks again to Pastor Bill for his visits to the hospital and for everyone for your 
prayers, cards, and phone calls for my colon operation on February 20th. 
 
Thank you all very much! 
Wayne Deem 

Please Consider Prayerfully 
Are you passionate about your church? Do you have a gift for leading, organizing, coordinating or wish to grow in your 
faith in a new way? Is God nudging you to something new? Maybe it’s time to look at serving in a new way: 

There are currently two available spots on Church Council and a need for someone to chair the Special Needs 
Committee. Jesus’s call to serve may be an awakening to a new way to challenge and awaken you – to be the leader you 
never knew you could be. Jesus says “See, I am making all things new.” – Revelation 21:5 

If after prayerfully considering filling one of these positions, you feel called to serve, please contact the church office. 
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April Birthdays & Anniversaries

 

 

 

Birthdays: 

4/4 – Wayne Deem 

4/5 – Inge Mountz 

 Deborah Griffith 

4/7 – Cameron Givler 

 Taylor Frederick 

4/8 – Aura Heisey 

4/9 – Jonita Bires 

4/10 – Scott Carper 

 Glen Mumma 

4/11 – Judy Winsett 

4/14 – Elspeth Moate 

4/16 -  Mindy Fee 

4/17 – Betty Savitz 

4/18 – Jay Hess 

4/19 – John Degler 

4/20 – Gerald Schrawder 

4/21 – Marlena Green 

4/22 – Suzanne Kopp 

4/23 – Marilyn Stoner 

4/29 – Joanna Schreiber 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries: 

 

4/11 – Timothy & Lisa Fegely 

4/13 – Brad & Tara Newhouse 

4/14 – Doug & Tina Pearson 

4/27 – Timothy & Becky Ward 

4/29 – Patrick & Elizabeth Bryant 
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Sun. April 21 
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9:30 am Usher Schedule 

Team 1 - *Steve Balmer, Terry Myers, Ron Forry  

Team 2 – New Team Needed  

Team 3 - *Lynn Brewer, Dottie Boger, Eric Myers &  

                     Wayne Deem 

Team 4 - *Ed Kopp & Jay Hess 

Team 5 – *Dave Ludwig, Rick Conley, Menno Stoner 

& Tom Brewer 

Substitutes are: Jane Laube and Wayne Deem

Greeters  

April 7 – Tom & Jean Gates 

April 14 – Phyllis Smeltz 

April 21 – Terry & Bonnie     
                    Myers 

April 28 – Nancy Smith

Vulnerable Yet Victorious! 

While taking boxing lessons, Timothy Keller was warned to never put his hands at his side. 
That position leaves one’s face and torso exposed to the opponent.  
 
In a video on ChurchLeaders.com, the pastor and author notes that Jesus’ hands weren’t 
just out to the side on the cross; they were nailed there. “How much more vulnerable 
could he be?” That vulnerability, Keller says, makes Jesus’ death the ultimate act of 
friendship, which should encourage people who feel far from God.  
 
Defining friendship as candor and consistency, Keller notes that friends always let you in, 
never let you down and always have time for you. Jesus didn’t let us down on Good Friday — or on Easter. Although Jesus 
“had all of hell coming down on him,” Keller says, our Savior proclaimed to his Father, “Not my will but thine be done.”  
  

Date Team Date Team  

April 7 4 May 12 1  

April 14 5 May 19 3  

Maundy Thurs. 
April 18 

1 May 26 4  

Easter Sunday 
April 21 

3 June 2 5  

April 28 4 June 9 1  

May 5 5 June 16 3  

Contact the Church Office 

Please remember to contact the church office at 

717.665.2447/stpaulsmanheim@ptd.net if you or your 

family member from St. Paul’s will be hospitalized or 

needs pastoral care. For emergency weekends, please call 

Pastor Bill directly at 717.228.0949. 

Please also contact the church office if your address, email, 

or phone number changes. Thanks! 

 

If you are unable to serve, please contact your team 
captain and let him/her know the name of your 
replacement. 

mailto:717.665.2447/stpaulsmanheim@ptd.net
mailto:717.665.2447/stpaulsmanheim@ptd.net
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Kid’s Page 
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Living Sacrifices 

Communication Deadlines 
St. Paul’s Happenings is printed monthly with the exception of the combined issues in 

July/August and December/January. The deadline to submit articles is typically by the 

3rd Sunday of the month before publication. The May 2019 issue deadline is 

Sunday, April 21, 2018. 

Bulletin information/announcements are due to the church office no later than 

Wednesday morning @ 8 am. Typically, announcements in the bulletin run no more 

than 2-3 weeks.  Submit your information by dropping off in the church office or by 

email at stpaulsmanheim@ptd.net 

 

 

 

 

 

Interim Pastor                The Rev. Bill Long 

Church Administrator                          Pam Herman 
                                      
Youth & Family Minister                Akira May Owens 

amowens@ptd.net 

Organist                June Smith 

Chancel Choir Director                             John Degler

   

Bell Choir Director           Jim Hoffman 
 
Praise Team Leader                         Steve Smith 
 
Nursery Coordinator            Rhonda Raia 
                                                                  Smiles4u@dejazzd.com 
Custodian                              Mark Lowe 

 
 

Ministers             All Church Members 

Sandy Bareford 

Richard Conley, Vice President 

Danette Fair 

Joan Hess, President 

Gretchen Miller, Treasurer 

Dave Palfrey, Assistant Treasurer 

Amanda Peiffer, Secretary 

 

Non-voting Ex-Officio Member by Position: 

The Rev. Bill Long, Interim Pastor 

Pam Herman, Church Administrator & Recording  

                             Secretary 

 

 

To search our souls, to meditate, will not suffice for Lent.  
To share the cross, to sacrifice; these are the things God meant.  
 
—Jane McKay Lanning 

St. Paul’s Staff Council Members 

mailto:Smiles4u@dejazzd.com
mailto:Smiles4u@dejazzd.com
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Welcome to the latest edition of St. Paul’s Happenings!  You’ll find all 
the latest information right here in this issue.   

Table of Contents: 

 Early Responses    Pages 1-2 

 April Lectionary/Holy Week   Page 2 

 Clean Up Day/Spring Fling Vendor Show Page 3 

 Praise & Worship/Women’s Fellowship  Page 4 

 Missions/Food Pantry Update   Page 4 

 Council Highlights    Page 5 

 Prayer/Thank You Note    Page 6 

 Birthdays & Anniversaries   Page 7 

 Kids’ Page     Page 10 

Sunday Worship: 
ONE Worship @ 9:30 am; Small Groups @ 10:30 am 

 
For the most up to date information, go to 

www.stpaulsuccmanheim.org. 
 

 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Happenings! 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
50 North Main Street, P. O. Box 129 
Manheim, PA  17545 
717-665-2447/stpaulsmanheim@ptd.net 

www.stpaulsuccmanheim.org 
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