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White Space
By Pam Herman, Church Administrator

I’ve heard it so many times – why is there that blank page in the bulletin,
why not use that space? I mean, after all, it is blank right – even though it
says “Sermon Notes” at the top. I even heard someone say, we should
title the page “This page is left intentionally blank.” So why is it left blank?
In publishing, there’s this thing called White Space. White space is very
evident in anything that is published professionally. You’ll find white space
in the borders, between pages, between articles, between the lines of

So why is it left blank?
print, and even in the spacing of the letters which is called kerning. Per a
November 2013 article in The Newsletter Newsletter, “in publication
layouts, white space is an important design element. Instead of a wasted
area, it actually provides visual relief for readers.”
To better understand why white space is important not just in publishing,
but in our lives and in our faith journey especially, let’s try an exercise
together. Take out a small, plain piece of paper and completely fill it with
your favorite verse or scripture. Leave as little white space as possible.
Don’t worry about spelling, grammar, etc. just jot down the verse or
scripture from memory as best as you remember it. You can even do it in
a fun pattern if you’d like. Just remember the goal is to avoid any white
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White Space Continued
space. When you are finished, pass it
onto to a friend and ask them to
make corrections/comments. The
corrections and comments could be
spelling or grammatical corrections, it
could be underlining important points
or they could add comments about
how this verse could speak to you or
be put into action.
But what happens when the page is
so full – that there is no white space –
that none of these corrections can be
made? As the earlier mentioned
article continues, “a similar concept
applies to a family calendar. How
much white space do you leave in
each little square? With a fast-paced,
no white space life, relationships
suffer. But when you allow your
schedule to slow down, leaving
openings for adventure, spontaneity
and down-time, family members can
grow closer to one another.”

white space, especially in our
worship time, leaves no space for
correction or comment from God
– no space for how we can apply
what we learn through the music,
scripture and experience of
worshiping a Teacher who wants
an open heart, an open mind, an
open soul to be filled entirely with
Him.
Lent is a perfect time to create
white space in your life, whether it
is in your family calendar, or in
your devotional/worship time with
The Lord. It is in that time that you
just may hear the corrections or
comments that God has for your
life or you just may come to a time
to reflect on how being still, and
knowing God can lead us to a life
filled entirely with His presence.

March 1
Wear Red!
On Sunday, March 1, be sure to
wear RED in celebration of the
Ordination & Installation of our
new Deacons & Elders.
Lynn Brewer (Elder), and Karen
Weiss (Deacon) will be installed
as new council members. Sandy
Bareford (Deacon) and Danette
Fair (Deacon) will extend their
term joining existing council
members, Rick Conley (Elder),
Joan Hess (Elder) Gretchen
Miller (Deacon) and Dave
Palfrey (Deacon).
All current Deacons and Elders
are invited to participate in the
service as well.
A Celebration Brunch for
everyone will follow the 9:30
am worship service.

Let us Know God – Love God –
Serve God.

It is the same with our relationship
with God. A life (and bulletin) without
Spring Arrives on Fri. March 20!

March Scripture Readings
Sunday, March 1 – 1st Sunday in Lent: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19;
St. Matthew 4:1-11
Sunday, March 8 – 2nd Sunday in Lent: Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17;

St. John 3:1-17
Sunday, March 15 – 3rd Sunday in Lent: Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-11;
St. John 4:5-42
Sunday, March 22 – 4th Sunday in Lent: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:814; St. John 9:1-41
Sunday, March 29 – 5th Sunday in Lent: Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11;
St. John 11:1-45
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Daylight Savings Time begins
on Sunday, March 8, 2020.
Be sure to set your clocks ahead
one hour on Saturday night,
March 7.

Lent & Easter @ St. Paul’s UCC
Lenten Meals & Worship:
Lenten Meals & Worship will be held
on Wednesdays, March 4-April 1. A
light meal will be served @ 6 pm
followed by worship @ 6:30 pm.
March 4 – Hamburger BBQ served by
New Voices Vision Team
March 11 – Baked Potatoes w/fixings
served by Choir & Praise Team
March 18 – Chicken Corn Soup & Hot
Ham & Cheese Sandwiches served by
Women’s Fellowship
March 25 – Hot Dogs & Sauerkraut
served by Church Council
April 1 – Breakfast served by the
Breakfast Teams
The focus for worship will be Enjoying
Jesus: 12 Experiences that will Draw
You Closer. The experiences feature
the Spiritual Disciplines. Everyone is
invited to attend!

Stations of the Cross:

and experience the successive
journey from Jesus’ condemnation by
Pilate to his crucifixion and burial.
The object is for us as faithful
Christians to make a spiritual
pilgrimage through contemplation of
the Passion of the Christ.
A light meal will also be served after
the stations.

Order your Easter Flowers:
Sunday, March 1 will be the last day
to place your order for Easter Flowers
that will glorify our Sanctuary on
Easter Sunday, April 12!
Flowers offered to order are:
•

White Lily – 6” pot with 3-4
blooms

•

Tulips – 6.5” pot with 5-6
blooms (3 color)

•

Cineraria – 6’5” pot (varied
colors)

The flowers are $7 each and may be
placed in memory of in honor of
loved ones.

On Sunday, March 29, for a Fifth
Sunday event, St. Paul’s will celebrate
Please use the order form in your
the Stations of the Cross following the
bulletin or contact the church office
worship service. Please plan to come
at 717.665.2447.

Looking Ahead to Holy Week
Maundy Thursday, April 9 @ 7 pm will feature a Tenebrae Worship
Service at St. Paul’s UCC. Tenebrae or service of darkness will include dramatic
readings of Jesus’ final days in Jerusalem with the gradual extinguishing of
candles and the stripping of the altar to symbolize the events of Holy Week.

Good Friday, April 10, a Community Good Friday worship service will be
held at Pleasant View Retirement Community @ 2 pm. Hosted by the
Manheim Ministerium, the service is open to anyone who wishes to attend.

Easter Sunday, April 12 will feature two worship services @ St. Paul’s
UCC:
•
•

8:30 am Early Morning Easter Worship in the Memorial Garden
9:30 am Easter Worship Service in the Sanctuary

Come and worship our Risen Lord this Lent & Easter season!
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2020 Capital Campaign
As described in the 2020 budget
meeting, the Property Board has
several projects planned for this year,
the most significant including:
•
•
•
•

replacement of the protective
exterior covers on the sanctuary’s
stained-glass windows
replacement of the sanctuary fire
escape
replacement of the memorial
garden entrance door
replacement of the soffit in the
front of the church

The total estimated cost of all of the
projects is $61,000. To pay for the
projects, we’ll use funds from our
Capital account. The account started
the year with a balance of
approximately $20,000.

from our line of credit at Fulton
Bank, but we’d really like to avoid
that debt!
Please consider supporting the
Capital Campaign with whatever
amount possible. Simply
designate ‘Capital’ on your
offering envelope.
Watch for a progress gauge to be
on display soon in Fellowship Hall,
and updates in the
announcements.
Thank you in advance for your
support of this important effort!
Gretchen Miller, Treasurer

Now we’re launching the 2020 Capital
Campaign. The goal is to get to
$61,000 in the Capital account as
soon as possible, so we can pay for
the projects as they start in the
spring. The congregation approved
borrowing up to $24,500 as needed

Sunday Morning Prayer Group
Sundays 9-9:10 am
Bright Library
Menno & Betty Lou Stoner are leading a Prayer Group in
the Bright Library Sunday mornings from 9-9:10 am before
worship. Our prayers are for St. Paul’s, Pastor Bill & Cheri’s
good health to shepherd our congregation, its members
needs, the Lenten services, especially for the leadership of
our council members, our community, special events, and
Teen Central.
We have so much to pray for and so very much to be
thankful through Jesus Christ our Lord!
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Feel free to drop in and join in the prayer group as you are
able to do so.

Women’s Fellowship
We recently received thank you
letters from both Ephrata
Manor and Kindred Place in
Annville for the Christmas gift
cards that were donated. What
a blessing, as many of those
residents no longer have loved
ones to share with them and
statistics tell us that the
holidays are the most difficult
and depressing time. We never
know whose life we may touch
with our giving.
We also received a letter from
Wider Church Missions, home
base for the blind young boy
that we support in Botswana,
Africa. They shared how our
funds help them, not only with
what happens in their schools,
but the field trips such as a trip
to the Bamagwato Museum
where they learned of their
culture and history, which has
encouraged them to study it
further. It was good to hear
from them. They are most
appreciative of our help which
you help support through our
sub sale. Keep up the good
work!
Women’s Fellowship will be in
charge of the March 18 Lenten
meal; with the Word, you’ll
also have homemade Chicken
Corn Soup, Hot Ham & Cheese
Sandwiches and of course,
dessert. Hope to see you there.
Our next meeting will be held
on Thursday, March 26 @ 1:30
pm in Fellowship Hall. You
won’t want to miss it!
In His Love,
June Smith & Deb Kleinfelter

St. Paul’s is Having A
Spring Craft Bazaar!

Saturday,
April 25
9 a.m. — 3 p.m.
&
Andy Ressler’s
Chicken BBQ
Take out 2-3 pm

St. Paul’s UCC will host a Spring Craft
Bazaar on Saturday, April 25 from 9
am – 3 pm.

Proceeds from the Bazaar and
Chicken BBQ benefit St. Paul’s
Missions and the Capital Campaign.

Crafters and vendors of all types are
invited to participate. 8’ table/space
is available for $25 or 2 for $40.
Spaces with electric are limited and
the extra charge for those spaces is
$5. Set-up is Friday, April 24 from 6-8
pm. Each crafter/vendor is also
expected to donate an item for door
prizes/silent auction. Applications for
spaces are available by contacting
Jerry Weller at 610.306.2096 or by
email at sj1122ms@outlook.com. All
applications with payment are due by
Monday, March 9, 2020.

Volunteers and donations are
needed. Items to donate include
baked goods, bottled water and
sodas. Please sign up in Fellowship
Hall if you are willing to help out.
The next planning meeting will be
held on Tuesday, March 10.
For more information about the
Spring Craft Bazaar, please contact
Jerry Weller.

Andy Ressler’s world-famous Chicken
BBQ will be available that day from 23 pm for Takeout as well. The meal
includes a whole chicken leg, potato,
applesauce and roll for $10 each.

Missions
The March Mission of the Month is Heifer International. Heifer helps to empower
families to end hunger and poverty in a sustainable way by supporting and
investing alongside farmers and their communities in 21 countries around the
world. Please use your March special envelope to support these families in need.

Next Breakfast
Sat. March 21
9 – 10:30 am

On Sunday, March 8, we’ll also collect for One Great Hour of Sharing. Through
the OGHS offering, we are investing in communities world-wide providing
education to boys and girls, providing vocational training, empowering families
with skills to support themselves and their neighbors while also providing disaster
relief and refugee initiatives. Special envelopes will be available in the bulletin and
pews to give to One Great Hour of Sharing!
The Manheim Central Food Pantry served 134 households in January for a total of
405 individuals. Food items needed are:
• Saltines/Crackers
• Spam
• Canned Fruit/Vegetables
• Cereal
Donations may be placed in the basket outside the kitchen area or taken directly
to the Food Pantry – call 717.665.2331, ext. 13 for more information.
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Bottle Cap/Lids Collection Project
St. Paul’s UCC is collecting Plastic
Bottle and Container tops/caps/lids to
be recycled and then turned into a
Park Bench. Below is a list of lids that
are acceptable for recycling. It takes
250 lbs. and $300 to create a new
park bench from Green Tree Plastics,
Evansville, IN.
Lids/caps can be dropped off in the
marked container outside the kitchen
area (near the Food Bank drop off).
Please weigh your bag and note the
weight on your bag before dropping
off in the container.
Acceptable Caps – Recycle #2, 4 or 5:
• Medicine Bottle Caps w/info
packet removed
• Milk jug caps
• Detergent caps
• Hair spray caps
• Toothpaste caps
• Deodorant Caps
• Apple Sauce pouch caps
• Drink bottle caps (soda,
water, juice, sports drink
• Flip top caps (ketchup)
• Spout caps (mustard)
• Spray paint caps
• Ointment tube caps

•
•

Baby food Caps
Shampoo/condition caps

Acceptable Lids – Recycle #2, 4 or 5:
• Cottage/Cream Cheese
container lids
• Mayonnaise jar lids
• Yogurt lids
• Peanut butter lids
• Ice Cream bucket lids
(under 8”)
• Cool whip container lids
• Coffee Can lids
• Butter container lids
• Pringles lids
NOT Acceptable Caps/Lids:
• ANY Metal caps/lids
• Drink Bottles
• Plastic Ziploc type bags
• Trigger Sprayers
• ALL Fast Food drink lids
• Plastic that is not a cap/lid,
plastic pieces and parts
• Human/Animal Medical
Supplies
• ALL Food containers
• Soap/Lotion Pumps
• Grocery Bags
• Cap lids or Med bottles w/
#1, 3, 6 or 7 recycle #
• K-cups & Straws

Our Members in the News
Nancy Smith in the Lititz Record & The Merchandiser!
Nancy Smith was recently recognized in The Lititz Record & The Merchandiser by
the Manheim Sertoma Club for receiving the 2019 Service to Mankind Award for
her years of selfless volunteering.
For over 40 years, Nancy has donated her time to the Nearly-Nu Thrift Shop here
in Manheim; she assists and cooks for the Salem UMC Wednesday night suppers
since 2011; and cooks twice a month for the Meals on Wheels program. In the
past, she was also active with Stiegel Roses.
Congratulations Nancy on your award! You deserve it and exemplify what it means
to Know God, Love God & Serve God!

March 2020 – Page 6

Thank You Notes
Thank you to all the members,
friends, and Pastor Bill,
I would like to thank you for all
your support, prayers, visits,
and cards in the past few
months. I appreciated everyone
remembering me when I was in
rehab in Pleasant View and now
as I continue to heal and adjust
to my new home at Pleasant
View.
Thank you again for all your
comforting words of support. I
am blessed to have a loving and
caring church family who truly
cares.
God Bless,
Elaine Hollinger

Members of St. Paul’s UCC,
Thank you for your donation of
scrapbooks from the Stiegel
Roses. We have added the
obituaries from the books to
our collection and have created
new albums with a sampling of
photos and news articles from
the years 1978 to 2004. It was
interesting going through the
albums and seeing all their
activities.
The mission of the Manheim
Historical Society is to collect
and preserve documents and
artifacts of the town of
Manheim as well as Penn &
Rapho Townships. Your support
of the Manheim Historical
Society is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,
Catalog Committee
Manheim Historical Society

Council Highlights
Church Council Minutes/Packets
are posted in Fellowship Hall, in
the 2nd Floor Hallway, and are also
available to you in the church
office by request.

Church Council met on Tuesday,
February 18 @ 7 pm. Highlights of the
meeting include:
Memorial Gifts & Endowment:
Gretchen Miller stated that the
$3,615.16 monthly cash withdrawal
for operations occurred and $2,000
was received from the rental
properties in January.
Treasurer’s Report:
Benevolence: OCWM income was low
in January while the Mission of the
Month, UCC Homes, did very well.
Operating: Current expense income
was low for January, but
Miscellaneous Income was high due
to a member that pays to cover the
nursery attendant position. The
Pastor’s salary adjustment was made
in January and expenses for the Fire
Dept., Ambulance, Snow Removal and
Offering Envelopes occurred as well.
Capital: Income was down slightly.
Look for info re: the Capital Campaign
information in the newsletter (see
page 4).
Pastor’s Report:
•

•

•

•

Deacons and Elders will be
installed on March 1 – wear
red that day! A meal will
follow the worship service.
It’s time to gear up for Lent &
Easter. Lenten worship will
focus on Spiritual Disciplines.
Throughout Lent, many of the
hymns by Fannie Crosby will
be featured in honor of the
200th anniversary of these
hymns.
Spiritual Council is working on
filling Akira’s position.
Employee reviews are also
happening as well.

Old Business:
Council will serve the March 25 meal.
On the menu is hot dogs, beans, &
sauerkraut.

The March 1 Celebration Brunch was
planned. All former Deacons and
Elders will be invited to
attend/participate in the service.
Recycling Caps/Lids: Dave P. shared
information re: recycling caps/lids to
be made into a park bench. He
provided information to be shared for
the newsletter as well (see page 6).
New Business:
Gretchen shared information re: the
Capital Campaign (see page 4).
Transport Wheelchair: there was
discussion re: getting a transport
wheelchair to keep upstairs if needed
during worship. An AED was discussed
as well.
Stations of the Cross experience will
be held on Sunday, March 29. Set-up
will be Saturday, March 28 @ 11 am
if anyone would like to help out.
A Prayer Group has begun to meet on
Sunday mornings. (See page 4 for
more information).

Christmas Eve
Survey
In January, a casual survey was
taken re: times for the Christmas
Eve Survey. It stated:
In 2020, there will be a 7 pm
Christmas Eve worship service and
possibly an additional service time.
Times for the service were offered
as
•

7 pm service only

•

4:30 pm

•

10 pm

45 Surveys were received. Results
are:
•

26 would attend the 7 pm
service only

•

10 would attend a 4:30 pm
service

•

6 would attend a 10 pm
service

•

1 would attend a 7 pm &
10 pm service

•

1 would attend all 3
services

•

1 could not attend any of
the service times

Open Discussion:
Please keep the people of St. John’s
UCC, Lebanon in your prayers as the
church prepares to close on May 31.
A date will be set for a History
presentation featuring the past
pictures of St. Paul’s UCC.
Pleasant View Communion Dates:
Dates for 2020 include April 9, June
11, August 6, October 8 & December
10 – all on a Thursday @ 1:30 pm.
The next church council meeting will
be held on Tuesday, March 17, 2020
@ 7 pm with Spiritual Council @ 6
pm.

Thanks for those who participated
in the survey. Discussion re: the
results will continue and closer to
the time a Christmas Eve schedule
will be set.
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Kid’s Page
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Worship Attendance
2/2 – 80

Birthday & Anniversary
Blessings to all those
celebrating their special day
in March!

2/9 – 81

2/16 - 72

Christian Symbols

IHS

- This sacred monogram originally
appeared as “IHC,” the first three letters
of “IHCOYC,” the Greek word for Jesus.
Over time the Greek “C” was replaced by
the Latin “S” to become “IHS.”
There are many interpretations given to
the letters “IHS,” including the Latin
“Iesus Hominum Salvator” (Jesus, Savior
of Men) and the English “I (Christ) Have
Suffered.”

Requests for Prayer
For prayer requests, please contact Joan Hess at 717.665.4705. Our
homebound members will remain on the list permanently as a reminder to
keep these individuals wrapped in prayer and to remember them with cards,
phone calls, and visits.
Hannah Fisher

Brooke Gabster

Jennifer Green

Dawn Hoffman

Mike Kennedy

Nancy Lishman

Anna Mary Peters

Marie Rhodes

Burt Savitz

Carole Shank

Michael Shelley

Robert & Joanna Schreiber

Polly Stoner

Doris Stroud

Lisa Weaver

*Nancy Brosey

*Ralph Givler

*Betz Klopp

*Cheryl Lauer

*Carrie Mathiot

*Linda Osborn

*Jack Reed

*Connie Shirk

*Cindy Zdradzinsk

*Maya
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In the military:
Cindy Dieterly
Kyle May
Doug Pearson
Nathaniel Sexton

Date

Team

Date

Team

March 1

1

April 5

3

March 8

3

4

March 15

4

April 9
Maundy Thurs.
April 12

March 22

5

April 19

1

March 29

1

April 26

3

5

Greeters
Team 1 - *Steve Balmer, Terry Myers & Ron Forry
March 1 – Terry & Bonnie Myers
March 8 – Jerry Weller

Team 2 – New Team Needed
Team 3 - *Lynn Brewer, Dottie Boger, Eric Myers & Wayne Deem
Team 4 - *Ed Kopp & Jay Hess

March 15 – Jason Koch

Team 5 - *Dave Ludwig, Rick Conley, Menno Stoner & Tom Brewer

March 22 – Ron & Dee Forry

Substitutes: Jane Laube &Wayne Deem

March 29 – Ed & Sue Kopp

If you are unable to serve, please contact your team captain and let
him/her know the name of your substitute.
Thanks for serving.

Communication Deadlines
St. Paul Happenings is printed monthly except for the July/August & December/January combined issues. The deadline to
submit articles is the 3rd Sunday of the month before publication. The April newsletter deadline is Sunday, 16, 2020. Bulletin
announcements are due to the church office no later than Wed. mornings @ 8 am.

St. Paul’s Staff & Leaders
Staff:
Pastor – The Rev. Bill Long
Church Administrator – Pam Herman
Organist – June Smith
Chancel Choir Director – John Degler
Bell Choir Director – Jim Hoffman
Praise Team Coordinator – Steve Smith
Nursery Coordinator – Rhonda Raia
Custodian – Mark Lowe
Kitchen Managers – Sandy Bareford & Jerry Weller

Council:
Ministers – All Church Members
Sandy Bareford
Rick Conley – Vice President
Danette Fair
Joan Hess – President
Gretchen Miller - Treasurer
Dave Palfrey – Assistant Treasurer
Mandy Peiffer – Secretary
Non-voting Ex-Officio Member by Position:
The Rev. Bill Long, Pastor & Pam Herman, Church
Administrator & Recording Secretary
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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
50 N. Main Street, P. O. Box 129
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: 717.665.2447
www.StPaulsuccManheim.org
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