
  
 

  

  

Perfect Love Casts Out Fear 
By Pastor Bill Long 

Grace to you and Peace from our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Let me quote to you a passage from the old prayer book. “Of ghosties and 

goulies and things that go bump in the night, good Lord deliver us.”  

FEAR - of what are we afraid? 

Fear can be a good thing. Fear could alert us to things that could harm a 

person. Fear could help us to prepare for troubled times. No, we don’t 

 

always have to run out and buy toilet paper! Fear can be the stop light to 

keep us from doing things we shouldn’t be doing – like driving too fast  as 

there may be a police car around the corner. 

But fear can, well – make you afraid! 

The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ helps us address this problem of fear, 

perhaps in two different ways. In St. Luke 1:29-30, “But Mary was greatly 

troubled at this saying and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might 

be. And the angel said to her: ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favor with God.”  

In Christ we are God’s children, love in Christ can and will cast out fear. I  

Continued on Page 2 
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can live with my past, the failures and 

the brokenness in my life. I can live 

with myself and with others for I live 

with the love of Christ. Through the 

grace of God, I can try to amend 

those past troubles. 

I can live with my present life for I 

know in my life I have the peace of 

Christ. “Let not your heart be troubled 

– my peace I give to you.” I am a new 

person, grounded in God’s love and 

that love becomes to me and to 

others a fountain of living water. 

NO FEAR! 

That is the past and the present. 

What about the future, what about 

that ultimate question: the end of life 

question? St. Matthew 28:5-7 tells us: 

“Do not be afraid, he is not here, he is 

risen! They departed quickly from the 

tomb with FEAR and great JOY and 

ran to tell the disciples.” 

When facing the end of life we LIVE 

 Perfect Love Casts Out Fear 
 

 

On Sunday, April 5 @ 10:45 am, 

we’ll gather to spruce up the 

church property including the 

Memorial Garden, parking lot 

areas, and front lawn. 

All are encouraged to dress 

casually and if everyone pitches 

in, we’ll only need to work for 1 

hour! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Special Note 

of Thanks 

Brooke Gabster has been on our 

prayer list thanks to Claire Reed 

for the last few months. Brooke 

has been fighting a very serious 

cancer and while she has 

improved, she still has a 

tremendous fight in front of 

her. She wishes to thank you all 

for the prayers and cards and 

would especially like to thank 

the church for the beautiful 

prayer shawl. The prayer shawl 

helps her every day to know 

that she is wrapped in God’s 

love and care to continue her 

fight for life.  

 

Sunday, April 5 – Palm Sunday: Isaiah 50:4-9; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; St. Matthew 

26:14-27:66 

Maundy Thursday, April 9: Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 116: 1-2, 12-19; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26;  

St. John 13:1-17, 31-35 

Sunday, April 12 - Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Day: Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 

31:1-6; Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24; Colossians 3:1-4; St. Matthew 28:1-10 or St. John 20:1-

18 

Sunday, April 19 – Second Sunday of Easter: Acts 2:14, 22-32; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:3-

9; St. John 20:19-31 

Sunday, April 26 – Third Sunday of Easter: Acts 2:14, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19;    

1 Peter 1:17-23; St. Luke 24:13-35 
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April Scripture Readings 
 

 

with FEAR NOT:  HE IS NOT HERE! 

EASTER! This is the message only 

the Church can SHOUT! This is our 

hope, this is our joy: Death be ye 

not proud!  

In life and death Fear not for I am 

with you…Let not your hearts be 

troubled. 

“Of ghosties and goulies and 

things that go bump in the night, 

good Lord deliver us.” 

He does. Amen. 

 

Clean Up Day 
 

 



  
 

 

 
Lent & Easter @ St. Paul’s UCC 

  

  

 

St. Paul’s Response to the Coronavirus 

  

  

  

  

 

In response to Gov. Wolf's directive to close all non-essential stores in PA as an effort to limit exposure to the 
Coronavirus or Covid 19, St. Paul's UCC honored Gov. Wolf's directive and cancelled all church activities effective 
immediately until at least Friday, March 27. 
 
A determination re: future worship services and events will be made on or before that date as we monitor the news 
about the spread of the disease and its severity as well as official recommendations about how to respond. Feel free to 
check back with the church or our website often for updates. 
 
In the meantime, we will continue to communicate through email and our website. If you would like to receive our email 
updates, please contact the church office at 717.665.2447. We are also working to post online worship opportunities for 
Lent and Sunday so that you can have a home worship experience during this time.  
 
Friends, be sure to stay safe, stay informed and stay tuned to what is happening here at St. Paul's UCC! 
 

 Lenten Meals & Worship: 

Lenten Meals & Worship will be held 
on Wednesday, April 1. A light meal 
will be served @ 6 pm followed by 
worship @ 6:30 pm. 

April 1 – Breakfast served by the 
Breakfast Teams 

The focus for worship will be Enjoying 
Jesus: 12 Experiences that will Draw 
You Closer. The experiences feature 
the Spiritual Disciplines. Everyone is 
invited to attend! 

 

Holy Week 

Maundy Thursday, April 9 @ 7 

pm will feature a Tenebrae Worship 

Service at St. Paul’s UCC. Tenebrae or 

service of darkness will include 

dramatic readings of Jesus’ final days 

in Jerusalem with the gradual 

extinguishing of candles and the 

stripping of the altar to symbolize the 

events of Holy Week. 

Good Friday, April 10, a 

Community Good Friday worship 

service will be held  @ 2 pm – place to 

be determined at a time closer to the 

event. Hosted by the Manheim 

Ministerium, the service is open to 

anyone who wishes to attend. 

Easter Sunday, April 12 will 

feature two worship services @ St. 
Paul’s UCC: 

• 8:30 am Early Morning Easter 
Worship in the Memorial 
Garden 

• 9:30 am Easter Worship 
Service in the Sanctuary 

 
Come and worship our Risen Lord this 
Lent & Easter season!  
 

Please note that all events 
are subject to change due to 
the isolation and quarantine 
possibilities with the 
Coronavirus. 

Please check back 
periodically with the church 
office or on our website at  
www.stpausluccmanheim.org 
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As described in the 2020 budget 

meeting, the Property Board has 

several projects planned for this year, 

the most significant including: 

• replacement of the protective 
exterior covers on the sanctuary’s 
stained-glass windows 

• replacement of the sanctuary fire 
escape 

• replacement of the memorial 
garden entrance door 

• replacement of the soffit in the 
front of the church 

 
The total estimated cost of all of the 
projects is $61,000.  To pay for the 
projects, we’ll use funds from our 
Capital account.  The account started 
the year with a balance of 
approximately $20,000.   
 
Now we’re launching the 2020 Capital 
Campaign.  The goal is to get to 
$61,000 in the Capital account as 
soon as possible, so we can pay for 
the projects as they start in the 
spring. The congregation approved 
borrowing up to $24,500 as needed 

A special thank you to our 

church fairy, Deb, who has 

graciously provided for and 

decorated the three potted 

planters – two in the front and 

one in the back of the church at 

the entrances. 

The flowers are absolutely 

beautiful and will surely make 

all those who grace our doors 

feel at home and welcome. 

Thank you Deb! 

Our next meeting will be held 

on Thursday, April 30 @ 1:30 

pm in Fellowship Hall. You 

won’t want to miss it! 

In His Love,  
June Smith & Deb Kleinfelter 
 
 
 

Are you Going 

to Clairvaux 

Farm? 

If you plan to serve on the 

Mission Team heading to 

Clairvaux Farm in Maryland this 

summer, please contact Sandy 

Bareford at 717.341.5931 or at 

sandybareford@gmail.com no 

later than April 1. 

 

Menno & Betty Lou Stoner are leading a Prayer Group in 

the Bright Library Sunday mornings from 9-9:10 am before 

worship. Our prayers are for St. Paul’s, Pastor Bill & Cheri’s 

good health to shepherd our congregation, its members 

needs, the Lenten and Easter services, especially for the 

leadership of our council members, our community, special 

events, and Teen Central.  

We have so much to pray for and so very much to be 

thankful through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

Feel free to drop in and join in the prayer group as you are 

able to do so. 
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Sunday Morning Prayer Group 
Sundays 9-9:10 am 

Bright Library 
  

 

from our line of credit at Fulton 
Bank, but we’d really like to avoid 
that debt! 
 
Please consider supporting the 
Capital Campaign with whatever 
amount possible.  Simply 
designate ‘Capital’ on your 
offering envelope. 
 
Watch for a progress gauge to be 
on display soon in Fellowship Hall, 
and updates in the 
announcements. 
 
Thank you in advance for your 
support of this important effort! 
 
Gretchen Miller, Treasurer 
 

 

 2020 Capital Campaign 
 

 

 Women’s Fellowship 
 

 

mailto:sandybareford@gmail.com


  
 

 

 
St. Paul’s is Having Takeout 

Chicken BBQ 
  

  

 

Missions 

  

  

  

  

 

Andy Ressler’s 

Chicken BBQ 

Takeout 

 Saturday, 

April 25 

2 pm — 3 pm 

 

 
 

 
The April Mission of the Month is The Manheim Central Food Pantry. Registered 

clients receive food and personal care items once each month, based on family 

size. Canned food, pre-packaged food items, toiletries, and household products 

are offered. In addition, baked goods, fresh produce, frozen meats and dairy 

products are offered when available. 

The Manheim Central Food Pantry served 139 households in February for a total 

of 410 individuals.  

 

Food items needed are: 

• Saltines/Crackers 

• Spaghetti Sauce 

• Fruit including Applesauce 

• Cereal 

• Canned Chicken and tuna 

• Peanut Butter 

 

Donations may be placed in the wheeled basket outside the kitchen area or taken 

directly to the Food Pantry – call 717.665.2331, ext. 13 for more information. 

Please use your April special envelope to Make a Difference through the Love of 
Christ to help families in need right here in Manheim. 

 

 

St. Paul’s UCC has decided to 
postpone the Craft Bazaar until next 
year to allow more time to plan and 
execute the bazaar. 

However, Andy Ressler’s world-
famous Chicken BBQ will still be 
available on Saturday, April 25 from 
2-3 pm for Takeout!  

The meal includes a whole chicken 
leg, potato, applesauce and roll for 
$10 each. 

Proceeds from the Chicken BBQ 
benefit St. Paul’s Missions and the 
Capital Campaign. 

Volunteers are needed.  

Tickets will be on sale on Sunday 
mornings during Coffee Hour for $10 
each. See Andy Ressler or Jerry Weller 
for your tickets! 

And thanks so much for supporting 
the efforts of St. Paul’s Mission Teams 
and the Capital Campaign! 

Next Breakfast 
Sat. April 18 
9 – 10:30 am 
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 St. Paul’s UCC is collecting Plastic 

Bottle and Container tops/caps/lids to 

be recycled and then turned into a 

Park Bench. Below is a list of lids that 

are acceptable for recycling. It takes 

250 lbs. and $300 to create a new 

park bench from Green Tree Plastics, 

Evansville, IN. 

Lids/caps can be dropped off in the 

marked container outside the kitchen 

area (near the Food Bank drop off). 

Please weigh your bag and note the 

weight on your bag before dropping 

off in the container. 

Acceptable Caps – Recycle #2, 4 or 5: 

• Medicine Bottle Caps w/info 
packet removed 

• Milk jug caps 

• Detergent caps 

• Hair spray caps 

• Toothpaste caps 

• Deodorant Caps 

• Apple Sauce pouch caps 

• Drink bottle caps (soda, 
water, juice, sports drink 

• Flip top caps (ketchup) 

• Spout caps (mustard) 

• Spray paint caps 

• Ointment tube caps 

• Baby food Caps 

• Shampoo/condition caps 

Our Friends @ St. Paul’s UCC, 

We would like to extend a heart 
felt thank you to Pastor Bill for 
his prayers, visit and for 
providing communion to Bill 
and me. We would also like to 
thank our church family for the 
cards, prayers, and visits which 
brightened our day. 

We are so blessed to have such 
caring and supportive friends 
and we thank God for all of you. 

- Bill & Marlena Green 

 

 
 

Thank you to the two angels 
who provided transport 
wheelchairs for our Sanctuary. 
One is a wide transport 
wheelchair and a regular size 
transport wheelchair. We now 
have two readily available to 
the Sanctuary in case of an 
emergency. 
 
Thank you for your 
thoughtfulness in caring for 
those in need in our church! 
 

 
 

Thank you to Pastor Bill for his 
visits and telephone prayers 
during my recent 
hospitalization. Thank you too, 
for all the well wishes, calls, and 
cards. 

- Carole Meckley 
Due to the Coronavirus, there was no council meeting in March. 

The next council meeting is currently scheduled for Tuesday, April 21 @ 7 pm with 
Spiritual Council meeting @ 6 pm.  

Check back in the May edition of St. Paul’s Happenings for highlights from the April 
meeting. 

Church Council Minutes/Packets are posted in Fellowship Hall, in the 2nd Floor 
Hallway, and are also available to you in the church office by request. 
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Acceptable Lids – Recycle #2, 4 or 5: 

• Cottage/Cream Cheese 
container lids 

• Mayonnaise jar lids 

• Yogurt lids 

• Peanut butter lids 

• Ice Cream bucket lids 
(under 8”) 

• Cool whip container lids 

• Coffee Can lids 

• Butter container lids 

• Pringles lids 
 
NOT Acceptable Caps/Lids: 

• ANY Metal caps/lids 

• Drink Bottles 

• Plastic Ziploc type bags 

• Trigger Sprayers 

• ALL Fast Food drink lids 

• Plastic that is not a cap/lid, 
plastic pieces and parts 

• Human/Animal Medical 
Supplies 

• ALL Food containers 

• Soap/Lotion Pumps 

• Grocery Bags 

• Cap lids or Med bottles w/ 
#1, 3, 6 or 7 recycle # 

• K-cups & Straws 

For more information, contact 

Dave or Judy Palfrey at 

palfrey9758@gmail.com. 

 

 Bottle Cap/Lids Collection Project 
 

 

 Thank You Notes 
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Due to the Coronavirus, all events are subject to 

change – be sure to check with the church office or 

our website at www.stpaulsuccmanheim.org. 



  
 

 

 

 From the Sower’s & Seed Catalog, we 
find 7 Quick Facts about Easter: 
 

1. For the Christian faith, Easter 
(known as paschal in Latin 
and Greek, stemming from 
pesah in Hebrew) 
memorializes the most 
central event of all history – 
the resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead, and is the most 
significant time of the church 
calendar. 

2. Easter Sunday is the 
culmination of Holy Week, 
which includes Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday. 
The forty-day period of 
prayer and fasting called Lent 
ends on Maundy Thursday, 
when Jesus shared in the 
Passover meal with his 
disciples. 

3. Easter is a moveable feast, 
which means it falls on 
different dates each year. In 
325 AD the Council of Nicea 
established the date as the 
Sunday following the first full 
moon on or after the Spring 
Equinox. In 2020, Easter falls 
on Sunday, April 12 in the 
Western tradition. 

4. The Christian observance of 
Easter is intimately related to 
the Jewish festival of 
Passover, which celebrates 
Israel’s emanicipation from 
Egyptian bondage when 
God’s angel passed over the 
Israelite homes after they 
marked their doorposts with 
a lamb’s blood. Jesus serves 
as the ultimate Passover lamb 
for all people in order that 
the world might escape the 
wages of sin (Mark 14:12, 1 

The Christian church 
commemorates Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer — pastor, 
theologian, anti-Nazi spy — on 
April 9, the anniversary of his 
1945 martyrdom. Among his 
much-loved writings are 
nuggets of wisdom such as 
these:  
 
“Judging others makes us blind, 
whereas love is illuminating. By 
judging others we blind 
ourselves to our own evil and to 
the grace which others are just 
as entitled to as we are.” (The 
Cost of Discipleship)  
 
“In normal life we hardly realize 
how much more we receive 
than we give, and life cannot be 
rich without such gratitude. It is 
so easy to overestimate the 
importance of our own 
achievements compared with 
what we owe to the help of 
others.” (Letters and Papers 
from Prison)  
 
“The table fellowship of 
Christians implies obligation. It 
is our daily bread that we eat, 
not my own. We share our 
bread. Thus, we are firmly 
bound to one another not only 
in the Spirit but in our whole 
physical being. The one bread 
that is given to our fellowship 
links us together in a firm 
covenant.” (Life Together) 
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Corinthians 5:7; 1 Peter 
1:19; Revelation 5:6). 

5. Easter is the most 
significant and theological 
potent of all Christian holy 
days. Not only was Jesus 
vindicated by God and 
raised for our forgiveness 
of sins (Romans 4:24-25), 
but his resurrection serves 
as a model for the promise 
of Christian hope of 
eternal bodily existence 
and the renewal of all 
creation (1 Corinthians 
15:51-52; Philippians 3:21; 
1 John 3:2). 

6. The origin of the Easter 
bunny and egg tradition is 
disputed, but it was likely 
brought to America by 
German immigrants in the 
18th century. Both serve as 
appropriate symbols for 
renewal and new creation. 
Eggs have been decorated 
since ancient times, so 
their origin is unrelated to 
Easter, but the practice 
was likely adopted and 
appropriated for Easter 
since eggs are traditionally 
one of the foods from 
which Christians fast 
during Lent. 

7. Attempts to trace the 
history of the Christian 
holy day to pagan origins 
have proven vain, 
although the mythic 
theme of dying and rising 
heroes truly are 
archetypal and remain at 
the center of human 
consciousness and 
concern. 

 
 

7 Quick Facts about Easter 

  

 

Remembering 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

  

 



  
 

Kid’s Page 
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Birthday & Anniversary 
Blessings to all those celebrating 

their birthday or anniversary  
in April! 

 
 
 

 

Requests for Prayer 

  

  

 

For prayer requests, please contact Joan Hess at 717.665.4705. Our 

homebound members will remain on the list permanently as a reminder to 

keep these individuals wrapped in prayer and to remember them with cards, 

phone calls, and visits. 

Hannah Fisher  Brooke Gabster  Jennifer Green 

Dawn Hoffman  Mike Kennedy  Nancy Lishman   

Anna Mary Peters Marie Rhodes  Burt Savitz 

Carole Shank  Michael Shelley  Robert & Joanna Schreiber 

Polly Stoner  Doris Stroud  Lisa Weaver  

*Nancy Brosey  *Ralph Givler  *Betz Klopp  

*Cheryl Lauer  *Carrie Mathiot  *Linda Osborn  

*Jack Reed  *Connie Shirk  *Cindy Zdradzinsk 

*Maya 

 

In the military: 

Cindy Dieterly 

Kyle May 

Doug Pearson 

Nathaniel Sexton 

Worship Attendance 

    2/23 – 68 3/1 – 86       3/8 - 56 

 

Christian Symbols 

Palms 
When Jesus entered Jerusalem days 
before his death, crowds welcomed him 
by waving palm branches, which were 
common symbols of victory and 
rejoicing. Thus churches continue to use 
them in remembrance of that occasion, 
knowing that Jesus' crucifixion was 
ultimately his triumph over sin and 
death. As early as Leviticus 23:40, God 
commanded Israel to use palms in a 
festival of rejoicing. In Revelation 7:9-
10, Christian martyrs carry palm 
branches as they praise the Lamb 
before the throne of God.  
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Date Team Date Team 

April 5 3 May 3 4 

April 9 
Maundy Thurs. 

4 May 10 5 

April 12 5 May 17 1 

April 19 1 May 24 3 

April 26 3 May 31 4 

St. Paul’s Staff & Leaders 

 

  

  

 

Greeters 

 
April 5 – Phyllis Smeltz 

April 12 – Jay & Glenna Bell 

April 19 – Nancy Smith 

April 26 – Ron & Dee Forry 

 

Staff: 

Pastor – The Rev. Bill Long  

Church Administrator – Pam Herman 

Organist – June Smith 

Chancel Choir Director – John Degler 

Bell Choir Director – Jim Hoffman 

Praise Team Coordinator – Steve Smith 

Nursery Coordinator – Rhonda Raia 

Custodian – Mark Lowe 

Kitchen Managers – Sandy Bareford & Jerry Weller 

 

Team 1 - *Steve Balmer, Terry Myers & Ron Forry 

Team 2 – New Team Needed 

Team 3 - *Lynn Brewer, Dottie Boger, Eric Myers & Wayne Deem 

Team 4 - *Ed Kopp & Jay Hess 

Team 5 - *Dave Ludwig, Rick Conley, Menno Stoner & Tom Brewer 

Substitutes:  Jane Laube &Wayne Deem 

If you are unable to serve, please contact your team captain and let 
him/her know the name of your substitute. 

Thanks for serving. 

 

Council: 

Ministers – All Church Members 

Sandy Bareford 

Lynn Brewer 

Rick Conley – Vice President 

Danette Fair  

Joan Hess – President 

Gretchen Miller - Treasurer 

Dave Palfrey – Assistant Treasurer 

Karen Weiss 

Non-voting Ex-Officio Member by Position: 

The Rev. Bill Long, Pastor & Pam Herman, Church 

Administrator & Recording Secretary 
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Communication Deadlines 

St. Paul Happenings is printed monthly except for the July/August & December/January combined issues. The deadline to 

submit articles is the 3rd Sunday of the month before publication. The May newsletter deadline is Sunday, May 17, 2020. 

Bulletin announcements are due to the church office no later than Wed. mornings @ 8 am. 



  
 

 

FIRST ANY CHURCH 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
50 N. Main Street, P. O. Box 129 

Manheim, PA  17545 

Phone: 717.665.2447 

www.StPaulsuccManheim.org 

FIRST ANY CHURCH 


