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2020: The Year of Lost Vision?
by Pastor Bill Long

As this year comes to an end, what rating do you give it? On a scale of 1 to
10, with ten being best, how do you rate it? Many would probably say it is
about a minus ten! If Covid-19 is the focal point, just think what St. Paul’s
did to keep the worship of God as the center point! Covid is not the center
but Christ is the Center! With this in mind, let’s rethink things from a faith
perspective. As 2020 ends, it is God who reigns over all. Our hope is in the
Kingdom and Eternity of God who is over all creation. God’s promise of
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Let’s rethink things from a faith perspective!
wrongs coming to an end, suffering being no more, and death not having
the final say are the promises of the Gospel – the Good News!
In the final Amen this world will pass away. As the Fall moves into Winter,
the days become shorter – a reminder to us of the shortness and
uncertainty of human life. We cannot avoid the fact that the people we
love are lost today and one day we all die.
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But the cross and resurrection of Christ seal the promise in our hearts –
the promise of the Gospel. As we “lift up our hearts” in Holy Communion,
we are reminded that we are united to Christ and all His promises! We
trust in God’s love and mercy even as we know that things can spin out of
control. One day our life and this world will end. Yet at the end is the
promise of a New Heaven and a New Earth (Revelation 7:15-17; 21:1-5).
When John has his great vision in the Book of Revelation, remember, he is
Continued on Page 2
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old. He is imprisoned on the island of
Patmos. His friends are gone: Peter
and Paul have been executed. John
himself is old, body probably wearing
out (like ours) all seems to be at an
end. Revelation is filled with horrible
battles, then there rides the Four
Horsemen of the Revelation: Famine,
Pestilence, War, Death. But beyond
the horror, John sees “The New
Heaven and The New Earth.” John
sees the Homeland, the Eternal

Kingdom where there is NO MORE
suffering, hunger, pain, or death!
NO MORE tears being shed, NO
MORE suffering, NO MORE
death…NO MORE! As 2020 ends
and another year begins, no
matter what this New Year brings,
remember as Christians we hope
in a New Kingdom, an Eternal
Kingdom where there is NO
MORE…you fill in the blank.
Have a blessed and Happy New
Year,
Amen and Amen.
In Christ,

Pastor Bill

Pastor Bill Long

December/January Scripture Readings
December 6 – Advent 2: Isaiah 40:111; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:815; St. Mark 1:1-8

January 10 – The Baptism of Our
Lord: Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts
19:1-7; St. Mark 1:4-11

December 13 – Advent 3: Isaiah
61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; 1
Thessalonians 5:16-24; St. John 1:6-8,
19-28

January 17 – Epiphany 2: 1 Samuel
3:1-20; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1
Corinthians 6:12-20; St. John 1:43-51

December 20 – Advent 4: 2 Samuel
7:1-11, 16; St. Luke 1:46-55; Romans
16:25-27; St. Luke 1:26-38

January 24 – Epiphany 3: Jonah 3:15, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians
7:29-31; St. Mark 1:14-20

December 25 - The Nativity of Our
Lord: Isaiah 9:2-7, Psalm 96; Titus
2:11-14; St. Luke 2:1-20
December 27 – Christmas 1: Isaiah
61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Galatians 4:47; St. Luke 2:22-40
January 3 – Christmas 2: Jeremiah
31:7-14 or Sirach 24:1-12; Psalm
147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-14; St.
John 1:10-18
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January 31 – Epiphany 4:
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1
Corinthians 8:1-13; St. Mark 1:21-28

No book of the Bible sparks
more interest, curiosity, and
disagreement than the book of
Revelation. This could easily
lead us to believe Revelation is
too complex for us to
understand. But it’s not – if you
study it inductively and let the
text speak for itself.
Come and explore the book of
Revelation on Wednesday
nights @ 6:30 pm starting
January 6-Febraury 17. This
study will:
 Remove your fear of the
unknown
 Give you hope for
tomorrow
 Give you new confidence
in God’s sovereignty and
justice
Yes! You can understand the
book of Revelation. For your
copy of the study guide, see
Pam Herman or contact the
church office @ 717.665.2447.

Inclement Weather?
In case of inclement weather, be
sure to call the church office at
717.665.2447 (after 7:30 am on
Sunday mornings) for service or
event changes and cancellations.
Postings will also be on WGAL,
WGAL.com and our website:
www.stpaulsuccmanheim.org.
Sermons and bulletins will always
be available online on our website.

Celebrate the Advent
Christmas Season @ St. Paul’s
Friday
Dec. 4

St. Paul’s UCC invites you to come
and experience the many sights,
sounds, and tastes of the Advent and
Christmas seasons:

U

Advent:
Advent begins on Sunday, November
29. The Sacrament of Holy
Communion will be celebrated each
Sunday in Advent @ St. Paul’s. Each
week a new candle will be lit on the
Advent wreath signifying the Hope,
Peace, Joy and Love that Christ brings
to us as we anticipate and celebrate
this Advent and Christmas season.

Decorating Party:
Come out and decorate the church
for the Advent/Christmas Season.
We’ll meet on Friday, December 4 @
5 pm using social distancing.
Decorations will be minimal this year
but will still reflect the joy of Christ’s
birth. It’s a really fun time for all –
hope to see you then!

Creche Window Decorations
Families are invited to sign up to
decorate the Sanctuary and
Fellowship Hall windowsills with their
family creche from November 29December 27. To sign up for a
window, please contact the church
office at 717.665.2447 or by email at
stpaulsmanheim@ptd.net.

Dec. 24
@ 7 pm

Drive Thru Christmas:
The Santa Breakfast and Christmas
Giveaway will look very different this
year thanks to the pandemic.
The event is now called Drive Thru
Christmas which will be held on
Saturday, December 5 from 9-10:30
am in St. Paul’s Parking Lot. All kids
will receive a fun goody bag and

rather than a hot breakfast, cereal
boxes, pop tarts and/or breakfast
bars will be handed out by Santa’s
elves. Santa will be on site to wave
to the families as they drive along
the giveaway route.

CC

For more details about the event
or the route, tune into FM Radio
88.1 on the morning of the event
or check out our website at
www.stpaulsuccmanheim.org.

Christmas Eve:
A child has been born for us, a son
given to us…and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.
St. Paul’s will celebrate the coming
of the Christ Child – the Light of
the World – on Thursday,
December 24 @ 4pm & 7 pm.
Weather permitting, the
candlelight service will be held
outside, so please dress warmly.
The service will include lessons
and carols of the season. In case of
bad weather, it will be held inside
the church with social distancing.
Invite your family and friends to
St. Paul’s UCC to worship and
celebrate that the Light of Jesus
Christ has come into our dark
world – all are welcome!

Cookies & Cocoa:
Cookies & Cocoa will be served
during each of the Christmas Eve
worship services to keep you
warm and cozy.
If the service is held outside,
cookies and cocoa will be served
before the service, so come early.
If held inside, cookies and cocoa
will be served following worship.
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Book Club
Many people enjoyed the last
Book Club held in October after
reading “The Great Gatsby” led by
Pastor Bill Long.

Salvation Army
Bellringers
St. Paul’s UCC will once again
participate in raising funds for the
Salvation Army by ringing the bell @
Longenecker’s Hardware on Tuesday,
December 8 from noon-8pm.
The Salvation Army helps local
families going through difficult
financial times right here in Manheim.
This is just one way we can make a
difference through the love of Christ!
If you’d like to ring the bell at
Longenecker’s Hardware, please
contact Pam Herman at 717.665.2447
or by email at stpaulsmanheim@ptd.net.
And thank you for considering to ring
the bell! Please know that when you
ring, you directly provide funds for an
important ministry to people in need
in the Manheim area.

You’re invited to attend the next
Book Club which will be held on
Monday, January 25, 2021 @ 6 pm
in Fellowship Hall. Social
distancing practices will be in
place, so please wear a mask.
Up for discussion will be “The
Screwtape Letters” by C. S. Lewis.
One of C.S. Lewis's most
imaginative creations, this worldfamous book is a humorous
correspondence between the devil
Screwtape and his apprentice
Wormwood, whose job is to
produce a human's soul for
eternity in hell. Filled with astute
insights into temptation,
repentance, and grace, this
wonderful tale intelligently
explores what it means to live a
good, honest life and is a favorite
of Lewis fans.
Please contact Pam Herman at
717.665.2447/stpaulsmanheim@ptd.net
to get your copy of The Screwtape
Letters for Book Club.

FREE Community Breakfast
The December FREE Community
Breakfast is the Drive Thru Christmas
with Santa on Saturday, December 5 see page 3 for more information.
In January, the FREE Takeout
Community Breakfast will be held on
Saturday, January 16 from 9-10:30 am.
Contact Sandy Bareford at
717.341.5931 or by email at
sandybareford@gmail.com to help out.
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Mission Team
Gift Card
Fundraiser
St. Paul’s Mission Team would
like to make your holiday
shopping easier!
Gift Cards from retailers such as
Cabela’s, Weis Markets, Panera
Bread, Sheetz, iTunes, Bass Pro,
Bath & Body Works and others
are available to order - contact
Karen Brandt at 717.341-1517/.
Payment is due with your order
and you should receive your
order by the following Sunday!
The last day to order your gift
cards is Sunday, December 13!
The Mission Team receives a
percentage back from the gift
cards – so it’s a win win for
everyone! And thank you for
supporting St. Paul’s Mission
Team as they prepare to travel
to Clairvoux Farm in 2021!

Women’s Fellowship
projects and especially for the “gift
cards” you purchased for the
residents of Ephrata Manor and
Kindred Place in Annville.

What’s new with Women’s
Fellowship?
It was good to get together in
October, our first time since the
pandemic descended on us. We had
an inspirational devotion led by Betty
Lou Stoner, prayed together, took
care of our Christmas giving to the
Manheim Central Food Pantry,
Manheim Fire Company, Police Dog
Fund, Teen Central, and Bethany
Children’s Home, and made some
major decisions.
Our last meeting was held on
November 19, 2020 at which time we
completed our business for 2020. Our
group did our part to help with the
preparations for Drive Thru Christmas
to be held on Saturday, December 5.
We helped to bag all of the knitted
hats and scarves that were so
graciously knitted or crocheted by a
number of our ladies to give away.
We also helped to pack the giveaway
gift bags for the families for the Drive
Thru. We decided that we would do
these acts of love in conjunction with
our meeting and that will be our way
to celebrate our Savior this Christmas.
In addition, we decided that since we
can’t visit our homebound members

We also wish each and every one
of our parishioners at St. Paul’s a
Blessed Christmas and a bright and
peaceful New Year as we look
forward to 2021.
this year, we would send out
Christmas Cards to them so that they
will know we care. A list of
homebound members is posted on
the bulletin board near the elevator
in the upstairs hallway. Perhaps
others of you may want to join us in
this ministry and do the same.

In His Love,
June Smith & Deb Kleinfelter

We also decided that with winter and
snow and possible bad weather, we
will not meet again until March, 2021
since most of us should not be out on
the roads. This is not for lack of
interest, but safety. We will all look
forward to resuming our meetings
again in the spring. This does not
mean that we will not be working for
and serving our Lord.
Since this is the December/January
newsletter, we want to thank you for
your continued support of our

Livestreaming Update
So when is St. Paul’s UCC moving towards Livestreaming the whole
worship service? That’s a great question – the only answer we have is
Soon and Very Soon!
In October, Church Council agreed to move forward with a proposal from
A/V Solutions to prepare our church for livestreaming. A deposit was sent
to A/V Solutions and many of the components needed are now on order.
Unfortunately, just like toilet paper in this pandemic, there has been a
huge demand for livestreaming equipment and there is a backlog. It is our
hope to have livestreaming up and running by mid-December, so please
be patient and keep this process in prayer.
And thanks to several very generous members, the entire cost has been
covered by donations. Thank you!
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Council Highlights
discussed further
sometime after the new
year.

Church Council met on Tuesday,
November 17 @ 7 pm. Highlights of
the meeting include:

Old Business:

Memorial Gifts & Endowment: The
report shows the $6,000 transfer
from the Memorial Garden savings
account to the Endowment Fund
where it can earn more interest.
Treasurer’s Report:

2021 Budget was proposed and
approved to present to the
congregation on Sunday,
December 13 following worship.
•

Benevolence: $997 was received for
the October Mission of the Month,
Church World Service Blanket Appeal.
Operating: Current expense income
was down slightly at $10,394. $1,400
in memorials was received in October
- it has been transferred to the
Memorial Fund. Trash removal and
telephone expenses appear to be
double in October – these expenses
cover both October and November.
Capital: Over $2,000 was received
again in October. Expenses included
exterior painting costs of $2,000+ and
$1,385 deposit for the livestreaming
contract.

•

The Memorial Garden needed
some sprucing up – thanks to
Erica Hoffman, Gretchen
Miller, Sandy Bareford, Bill &
Cheri Long, and Pam Herman
for their work in preparing
the garden for winter.

•

Parking Lot Prayer – while not
well attended, did give us
much positive interaction
with our neighbors – one
listens to the service on the
radio and we had a visitor
from Tennessee stopped by
for prayer as well.

Pastor’s Report:
•

•

Holy Communion will be
celebrated on each Sunday in
Advent.
Drive Thru Christmas will be
held on Saturday, December
5 from 9-10:30 am.

Christmas Eve worship will be
held now at 4 pm & 7 pm to
accommodate working
families and hopefully allow
for smaller crowds at each
service.

•

5 funerals were held in the
last few weeks.

•

The Nursery is in need of an
update. Ideas are to be

Livestreaming update was given to
council. See page 5 in this
newsletter for more details.
New Business:
A new job description draft was
presented for an Administrative/
Discipleship Pastor for review.
Further discussion tabled until
December. In light of the new
position, Pam Herman will be
relieved of the Recording
Secretary duties beginning in
December – these duties will be
covered by the council secretary,
Sandy Bareford.
The next church council meeting
will be held on Tuesday, December
15 @ 7 pm with Spiritual Council
@ 6 pm.
Church Council Minutes/Packets
are posted in Fellowship Hall, in
the 2nd Floor Hallway, and are also
available to you in the church
office by request.

Important Congregational Meeting Dates
Please mark your calendar for the following Important Congregational
Meeting Dates:
•

Sunday, December 13 @ 10:30 am – on the agenda is the Proposed
2021 Budget.

•

Friday, January 8, 2021 – Information to be included in the Annual
Report from all committee chairs s is due to the church office.

•

Sunday, January 31, 2021 @ 10:30 am – Annual Congregational
Meeting.
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Annual Report
Info due to office
by Jan 8!

Missions

Teen Central is the December
Mission of the Month.
Teen Central, located on Wolf Street
in Manheim, provides:
•

a safe and attractive youth
facility where volunteers and
staff can encounter our
community’s youth

•

engaging Christian volunteers
as staff, mentors, and positive
role models

•

social events that foster
positive relationships and
healthy behavior

•

life skills training and spiritual
input sessions

For more information about Teen
Central, go to
www.teencentralmanheim.org.
Please use your December special
envelope to support the youth in
Manheim through Teen Central.

In January, the Mission of the
Month is UCC Homes. Since it’s
founding in 1965, the communities
of UCC Homes have been
providing gracious retirement
living. Serving in south central PA,
a full continuum of residential care
is provided for people of all faiths
and life experiences. As a nonprofit organization, their focus is
about creating a comfortable,
caring and productive lifestyle for
their residents. Please use your
January special envelope to
support the residents of UCC
Homes.
2021 Missions of the Month:
January – UCC Homes
February – Shepherd’s Fund
March – Heifer Project/One Great
Hour of Sharing
April – Manheim Central Food
Pantry
May – Manheim Ministerium’s
Assistance Fund
June – Strengthen the Church
July – Shepherd’s Fund
August – Bible2School
September – St. Paul’s Mission
Team
October – CWS Blanket Appeal
November – Community Breakfast
December – Teen Central

Giving Envelopes & End of Year Giving
Offering Envelopes: Your 2021 Offering Envelopes are ready to be picked up!
Please consider delivering those of your neighbor or family members who
might not be able to pick up their own offering envelopes. Please feel free to
contact the church office at 717.665.2447 to arrange for pick-up or if you
prefer to use direct withdrawal – it’s safe and easy to set up!

Food Pantry
Update
In October, 128 households for
a total of 374 individuals were
served at the Manheim Central
Food Pantry. 9 new families
were registered.
Food items needed include:
• Baked Beans
• Pasta Sauce
• Applesauce
• Canned Fruit
• Spam
• Soup, especially
vegetable beef
• Cereal
• Peanut Butter
Feel free to drop off your
donations at the Food Pantry
located at 334 W. Gramby
Street in Manheim.
For more information about the
Food Pantry go to:
manheimcentralfoodpantry.org.
Thanks for supporting the
Manheim Central Food Pantry.

Year End Contributions to be credited for 2020 must be received in the Church
Office no later than Sunday, December 27, 2020. Contributions received after
that date will go into 2021 regardless of the date on the check.
Thank you for your continued faithful support of all the ministries of St. Paul’s
United Church of Christ especially during this pandemic– together we are
Making a Difference through the Love of Christ to Know God, Love God & Serve
God!
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Worship Attendance
Worship attendance equals in person
worship in the Sanctuary, those attending
worship in the parking lot and online
views of the sermons:
November 1 – 84
November 15 – 64

November 8 – 59
November 22 - 70

Thank You Notes

Blessings to all celebrating a

Thank you for the gift card to Weis
Markets. I wish I could thank you in
person. It was a surprise when I opened
the card! Thank you very much. God bless
you. – Phyllis Smeltz

Birthday or Anniversary in
December & January!

We want to thank everyone for cards,
Pastor Bill’s visit, Dave for the CD player,
and Kathy who brings the CD’s to us
every week. We are so thankful to be a
part of this church. A song that comes to
mind is Count Your Blessings. Have a
Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving! – Bob &
Julia Shreiner

Requests for Prayer
For prayer requests, please contact Joan Hess at 717.665.4705. Our homebound members will remain on the list
permanently as a reminder to keep these individuals wrapped in prayer and to remember them with cards, phone calls,
and visits.
Hannah Fisher

Brooke Gabster

Jennifer Green

Mike Kennedy

Nancy Lishman

Anna Mary Peters

Marie Rhodes

Burt Savitz

Michael Shelley

Robert & Joanna Schreiber

Polly Stoner

Doris Stroud

Lisa Weaver

*Nancy Brosey

*Ralph Givler

*Betz Klopp

*Carrie Mathiot

*Linda Osborn

*Jack Reed

*Connie Shirk

*Eric Smeltz

*Cindy Zdradzinsk

*Maya
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In the military: Cindy Dieterly, Kyle May, Doug Pearson, Nathaniel Sexton

Ushers & Greeters
The act of greeting continues to look different than before the pandemic, so
that we can keep in line with social distancing standards to keep you safe
while worshipping.
As you arrive for worship, you’ll be greeted by several council members and
other leaders to direct you and assist you if help is needed.

Communication Deadlines
St. Paul Happenings is printed monthly except for the December/January &
July/August combined issues. The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Sunday of the
month before publication.
The February 2021 newsletter deadline is Sunday, January 17, 2021.
Bulletin announcements are due to the church office no later than Wed. mornings @
8 am.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
From St. Paul’s UCC’s staff and leaders – May your Christmas and New Year be blessed!

St. Paul’s Staff & Leaders
Staff:
Pastor – The Rev. Bill Long
Church Administrator – Pam Herman
Organist – June Smith
Chancel Choir Director – John Degler
Bell Choir Director – Jim Hoffman
Praise Team Coordinator – Steve Smith
Nursery Coordinator – Rhonda Raia
Custodian – Mark Lowe
Kitchen Managers – Sandy Bareford & Jerry Weller

Council:
Ministers – All Church Members
Sandy Bareford, Secretary
Lynn Brewer
Rick Conley – Vice President
Danette Fair
Joan Hess – President
Gretchen Miller - Treasurer
Dave Palfrey – Assistant Treasurer
Karen Weiss
Non-voting Ex-Officio Member by Position:
The Rev. Bill Long, Pastor
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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
50 N. Main Street, P. O. Box 129
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: (717) 665.2447
www.StPaulsuccManheim.org
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