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Another Year is Dawning
by Council President, Joan Hess

We leave the past challenging year behind us. “When the world’s troubles
and sin overwhelm you, look to God for the peace that surpasses all
understanding.” – Wanda Ventling

…look to God for peace.
With Advent and Christmas behind us, let us remember these words for
guidance:

INSIDE this issue
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1) Let’s fuel St. Paul’s and all members with FAITH in our future.
2) Rejoice in HOPE, be patient and continue praying.
3) As the snow lightly falls to earth, let God’s LOVE softly enter your
heart.
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4) So we can rejoice with JOY!
5) PEACE on earth and good will to men.
We may still be in uncharted waters, however, we remain optimistic and
trust the Lord to bring us through. Our possibilities are endless and
exciting, as we put our worries in God’s hands.
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In John 8:12 ESV, Jesus says, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows
me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” So, let us focus
on “His” light this coming year.

VISIT US ONLINE AT

Continued on Page 2

StPaulsuccManheim.org
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FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Another Year is Dawning

We are Now
Live!

Continued from page 1
St. Paul’s now offers a new way
to view our worship services –
the entire worship service is
now LIVE on Sunday mornings
@ 9:30 am!

We look forward to 2021 and expanding our limits in this our 252nd year.
Know God, Love God, Serve God.
From your Council President,

Joan Hess

Joan Hess

February Scripture Readings
Sunday, February 7 – the 5th Sunday
after Epiphany: Isaiah 40:21-31;
Psalm 147:10-11, 20; 1 Corinthians
9:16-23; St. Mark 1:29-39
Sunday, February 14 – the
Transfiguration of Our Lord: 2 Kings
2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians
4:3-6; St. Mark 9:2-9
Ash Wednesday, February 17: Joel
2:1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51:1-17; 2
Corinthians 5:20-6:10; St. Matthew
6:1-6, 16-21
Sunday, February 21 – First Sunday
in Lent: Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 52:110; 1 Peter 3:18-22; St. Mark 1:9-15
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Sunday, February 28 – Second
Sunday in Lent: Genesis 17:1-7, 1516; Psalm 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-25;
St. Mark 8:31-38 or St. Mark 9:2-9

Not just a sermon, you’ll now be
able to watch the entire
worship service safely from
your home, whether you are
home due to the coronavirus, at
work, or on vacation! If you
can’t watch the service on
Sunday mornings, the service
will be recorded and posted on
Youtube and on our website.
To access the service, go to our
website, click on online
sermons, download the bulletin
and click on the service date. To
find the service on Youtube,
search for St. Paul’s UCC
Manheim in the search bar, go
to home and then uploads. Click
on livestream and the current
date. You may want to
subscribe to St. Paul’s UCC
Manheim’s Youtube channel –
this gives instant access to all St.
Paul’s UCC’s sermon videos.

Inclement Weather?
In case of inclement weather, be
sure to call the church office at
717.665.2447 (after 8 am on
Sunday mornings) for service or
event changes and cancellations.
Postings will also be on WGAL,
WGAL.com and our website:
www.stpaulsuccmanheim.org.
The live worship service and
bulletins will always be available
online on our website.

Celebrate Lent & Easter @
St. Paul’s UCC!
Friday
Dec. 4

St. Paul’s UCC invites you to come
and experience the many sights,
sounds, and tastes of Lent & Easter
Season – come & see!

Lent:
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday,
February 17. St. Paul’s will offer an
Ash Wednesday worship service @
7pm - the worship service will include
a safe version of the imposition of
ashes.
On Ash Wednesday the church begins
its journey toward baptismal
immersion in the death and
resurrection of Christ. This year, the
Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on
five covenants God made in the
Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as
lenses through which to view
baptism. First Peter connects the way
God saved Noah’s family in the flood
with the way God saves us through
the water of baptism. The baptismal
covenant is made with us individually,
but the new life we are given in
baptism is for the sake of the whole
world. – from February 21 Celebrate

Easter Flowers:

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
will be celebrated each Sunday in
Lent.

Upcoming Schedule:

The Lent Experience:

Dec. 24
@ 7 pm

God on Wednesdays in Lent @
6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. Study
guide/journals are available – feel
free to pick one up on the table
outside the church office. The
study begins on Wednesday,
February 24 @ 6:30 pm in
Fellowship Hall. Social distancing
protocols are in place, so no meals
will be provided, and please wear
a mask.

“God, if what these people know is
You, then I want to get to know You,”
is the foundation of what drove
creator and host of The Lent
Experience, Eric Ferris, to invite
others to do something different. It’s
not just more teaching. It’s not just
more information. It’s not some
stuffy, religious obligation – it’s a
companion to help you both process
and absorb this Lenten experience to
the fullest.
Come and experience how The Lent
Experience can help you get to know

Easter Flowers will once again
adorn our Sanctuary on Easter
Sunday, April 4.
White Lilies (3-4 blooms), Tulips
(6.5” pot, 3 colors), and Daffodils
(6.5” pot) are available to order
for $7 each and may be placed in
honor or in memory of your loved
ones. Order forms will be available
in February bulletins – payment is
due at time of order. The deadline
to place your order is Sunday,
February 21.

Wednesday, March 31 @ 7 pm:
An Easter Preparatory Service will
be held in the Sanctuary.
Thursday, April 1 @ 7 pm:
A Service of Tenebrae for Maundy
Thursday will be held in the
Sanctuary.
Friday, April 2 @ 2-3 pm:
St. Paul’s UCC will host a Good
Friday worship service in the
Sanctuary.
Sunday, April 4 - Easter Sunday will
include an early worship service @
8:30 am in the memorial garden
and a worship service @ 9:30 am
to celebrate the Resurrection of
Our Lord!
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Women’s
Fellowship

Book Club
Many people enjoyed the last Book
Club held in October after reading
“The Great Gatsby” led by Pastor Bill
Long.
You’re invited to attend the next
Book Club, postponed from January,
now to be held on Monday, February
8, 2021 @ 6 pm in Fellowship Hall.
Social distancing will be in place, so
please wear a mask.
Up for discussion will be “The
Screwtape Letters” by C. S. Lewis.
One of C.S. Lewis's most imaginative
creations. Filled with astute insights
into temptation, repentance, and
grace, this wonderful tale intelligently
explores what it means to live a good,
honest life and is a favorite of Lewis
fans.
Please contact Pam Herman at
717.665.2447/stpaulsmanheim@ptd.net to
get your copy of The Screwtape
Letters for Book Club.

At our last meeting, it was decided
that due to the Winter Snow and
possible bad weather, we will not
meet again until March, since
most of us should not be out on
the roads. This is not for lack of
interest, but safety. We will look
forward to resuming our meetings
again in March.
Keep on working for and serving
our Lord. Remember to keep our
homebound members in our
hearts and prayers. They love to
hear from us either by telephone
or a card. It means so much to
them to at least have that contact.
What better time to do this as we
think of Valentine’s Day and to let
them know our hearts are swelling
with love and caring for them.
Also, keep those knitting needles
and crochet hooks warm and busy.
I am told that we will be needing
hats and scarves for the Christmas
Giveaway in December 2021. I am
thinking positively! Nothing like
planning ahead. Please stay well!
In His Love,

June Smith
June Smith & Deb Kleinfelter

FREE Community Breakfast

An Anniversary
Not Desired
Almost one year ago on March
11th, the Chancel Choir was
rehearsing on its usual
Wednesday evening after the
Lenten Meal and Church
Service. The Choir was
preparing to perform a favorite
anthem from the past titled,
“On Eagle’s Wings” by Michael
Jonas for the service on Sunday,
March 15th. The Choir was also
looking ahead with seven brand
new anthems including a very
special selection for Easter.
Two days later the pandemic
closed all activities including
church services in the state of
PA. The choir has ceased to
exist since Friday, March 13th.
Approaching one year since that
event, it would be great to say
the future could see the return
of the Chancel Choir. However,
the pandemic continues to
spread in large numbers so
there is no firm date as to when
the Choir can hopefully return
to praise Our Lord and Savior.
Stay safe and maybe we can
once again come together in
singing at future Sunday
services in 2021.

The February FREE Takeout
Community Breakfast will be held on
Saturday, February 20 from 9-10 am.
The takeout breakfast will be served
from St. Paul’s Parking Lot.
Contact Sandy Bareford at
717.341.5931 or by email at
sandybareford@gmail.com if you would
like to help out and serve breakfast.
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Presidents’ Day – Feb. 15
Church Office is Closed

serve as ushers and parking lot
attendants. The church closer for
the month will serve as parking lot
attendant.

Council Highlights
Church Council met on Tuesday,
December 15 & again on Tuesday,
January 19 @ 7 pm. Highlights of
those meetings include:
Memorial Gifts & Endowment: the
Endowment Fund is at $1.3 million.
The increase is likely due to
contributions received and the
forgiven PPP Loan which resulted in
minimal withdrawals from the
endowment fund for operating
expenses.
Treasurer’s Report:
Benevolence: $1,086 was received for
the November Mission of the Month,
the FREE Community Breakfast, and
in December, $900 was received for
Teen Central. $100 was netted from
the Mission team gift card fundraiser.
Operating: Good income vs. budget
was received in December.
Capital: almost $33,000 in income
was received for the year - $17,000
was budgeted. Livestreaming
expenses have been paid.
Pastor’s Report:
•

Lent/Easter planning in
process.

•

Pam’s job will be changing –
local lay pastor after taking
classes.

•

Nursery work plans are in
process.

•

Confirmation classes are
being considered if there is
interest. Please contact
Pastor Bill Long if interested.

Committee Reports:
Property: New outside lights have
been installed in the parking lot. A
quote was received, and council
approved the replacement of the fire
escape which came in at $12,000. A
new approach for the stained glass
window covers is in the works. A
Spring Clean Up Day has been
scheduled for Saturday, March 20
following the FREE Community
Breakfast.
Growing in Faith Team to meet in
February.
New Voices Vision Team: Met in
January to begin visioning for the new
year – will meet next in February.

Livestreaming equipment was
installed on December 18. Dave
Ludwig and Ron Forry have been
trained to use the equipment. Our
worship services are now live!
Carol Blanchard has agreed to
serve on council. Gretchen Miller
will serve again as well.
New Business:
Due to the pandemic, it’s been
difficult to schedule sponsors for
the altar flowers. Council decided
to pick key weeks for flowers to be
sponsored and if other weeks are
not covered, there won’t be any
altar flowers that week. Bonnie
Myers is the altar flower contact.
Council will meet next on Tuesday,
February 16 @ 7 pm with Spiritual
Council @ 6 pm.
Church Council Minutes/Packets
are posted in Fellowship Hall, in
the 2nd Floor Hallway, and are also
available to you in the church
office by request.

Old Business:
Ushers/Parking Lot Attendants:
Council members will continue to

Giving Statements & Annual Report
Annual Giving Statements for those who do not have an email address on file
with the church were mailed the week of January 18. If the church has your
email address on file, the statements were emailed to you on January 19. If
you did not receive your statement, please call the church office at
717.665.2447.
Also, please feel free to call if you have questions about your statement.
Annual Reports were distributed for the Annual Congregational meeting on
January 31. If you would like a copy, please contact the church office and one
will be mailed or emailed to you. Digital copies are also available in the weekly
updates that are emailed to you on Friday mornings.
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Missions

St. Paul’s UCC’s Shepherd’s Fund is
the February Mission of the Month.
The Shepherd’s Fund is used to help
our members and friends who are
experiencing financial difficulty in
paying rent or their mortgage, who
need fuel, or electrical assistance,
need prescriptions or medical care, or
are food insecure. All requests for
assistance go through Pastor Bill Long
and are kept in strictest confidence.
Please use your February special
envelope to give to this very
important ministry of St. Paul’s UCC.
The March Mission of the Month is
Heifer Project and One Great Hour of
Sharing.

Food Pantry
Update
In December, 157 households for a
total of 450 individuals were
served at the Manheim Central
Food Pantry. 15 new households
or 47 individuals were registered.
This is another high number of
clients served and we are so glad
to have the funds and supplies to
keep up with the demand.
Food items needed include:
• Shampoo
• Soap (bar or pump)
• Tissues
• Cereal
• Peanut Butter
• Spam
Feel free to drop off your
donations at the Food Pantry
located at 334 W. Gramby Street
in Manheim. For more information
about the Food Pantry go to:
manheimcentralfoodpantry.org.
Thanks for supporting the
Manheim Central Food Pantry.

Altar Flowers
Due to the pandemic, it has been difficult to find sponsors for
the weekly Altar Flowers. As a result, Council has appointed
key Sundays that should have altar flowers to be filled first.
After those dates are covered, if you still wish to sponsor
another date, please contact Bonnie Myers at
tlmyers@ptd.net or by phone at 717.626.7307.
There will be no altar flowers for dates not sponsored that are
not key dates.
Please note that even though you may not be in church to see
the altar flowers, the altar flowers truly glorify God in worship
and can now been seen in the newly LIVE video of the worship
service each week. Please prayerfully consider sponsoring the
altar flowers by contacting Bonnie Myers. And thank you to all
who have continued to sponsor the altar flowers.
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Thank You Notes
I would like to extend a sincere
thank you to Pastor Bill and my
church family for your prayers,
cards, telephone calls, and visits.
So many of you have reached out
during this difficult time and
blessed Bill and our family with
your love and kindness. We are so
grateful to be part of such a
wonderful church community.
God Bless,
Marlena Green
I would like to thank Rev. Long for
his guidance this past year. Also
needing to thank Pam, Mark,
Property Board, New Voices,
Council Members, June, Steve, Jim
and Erica and all the many
volunteers. We couldn’t do it
without you!
Sincerely,
Joan Hess
St. Paul’s UCC,
Thank you so much for your
continued support of Teen
Central. It was so much fun
partnering with you all again this
year at Fall Fest, and we are so
blessed to be partners in ministry
with you all. You truly are making
an impact in this community and
brightly shining God’s light and
love to all. Thanks again for all the
ways you support Teen Central.
Janelle Heying,
Teen Central Exec. Director
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Worship Attendance
Worship attendance equals in person
worship in the Sanctuary, those attending
worship in the parking lot and online
views of the sermons:

Best wishes to all those
celebrating a birthday or
anniversary this month!

Nov. 29 - 69
Dec. 6 -76
Dec. 13 - 68
Dec. 20 – 61
Christmas Eve: 85
Dec. 27 – 83
Jan. 3 – 55 Jan 10 – 66
Jan. 17 – 75
Jan. 24 - 87

Christian Symbol
A fountain, or well, symbolizes Jesus, our
living water. Jesus told the Samaritan
woman at the well that everyone who
drinks the water he gives will never thirst
again. It “will become in them a spring of
water gushing up to eternal life,” Jesus
said (see John 4:14, NRSV).

Requests for Prayer
For prayer requests, please contact Joan Hess at 717.665.4705. Our homebound members will remain on the list
permanently as a reminder to keep these individuals wrapped in prayer and to remember them with cards, phone calls,
and visits.
Hannah Fisher

Brooke Gabster

Jennifer Green

Mike Kennedy

Nancy Lishman

Anna Mary Peters

Marie Rhodes

Burt Savitz

Michael Shelley

Robert & Joanna Schreiber

Polly Stoner

Doris Stroud

Lisa Weaver

*Nancy Brosey

*Ralph Givler

*Betz Klopp

*Carrie Mathiot

*Linda Osborn

*Jack Reed

*Connie Shirk

*Eric Smeltz

*Cindy Zdradzinsk

*Maya
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In the military: Cindy Dieterly, Kyle May, Doug Pearson, Nathaniel Sexton

Ushers & Greeters
The act of greeting continues to look different than before the pandemic, so
that we can keep in line with social distancing standards to keep you safe
while worshipping.
As you arrive for worship, you’ll be greeted by several council members and
other leaders to direct you and assist you if help is needed.

Communication Deadlines
St. Paul Happenings is printed monthly except for the December/January &
July/August combined issues. The deadline to submit articles is the 3rd Sunday of the
month before publication.
The March 2021 newsletter deadline is Sunday, February 21, 2021.
Bulletin announcements are due to the church office no later than Wed. mornings @
8 am.

A Daily Prayer
Whatever happens today, dear Lord, help us remember that you are present. If we find ourselves in the shadows of
disappointment or rejection or pain, let us see your comforting light. If we’re in the radiant light of success or
acceptance or wholeness, may we acknowledge your providence and grace. Wherever we are, grant us the assurance
of your nearness. Amen.

St. Paul’s Staff & Leaders
Staff:
Pastor – The Rev. Bill Long
Church Administrator – Pam Herman
Organist – June Smith
Chancel Choir Director – John Degler
Bell Choir Director – Jim Hoffman
Praise Team Coordinator – Steve Smith
Nursery Coordinator – Rhonda Raia
Custodian – Mark Lowe
Kitchen Managers – Sandy Bareford & Jerry Weller

Council:
Ministers – All Church Members
Sandy Bareford, Secretary
Lynn Brewer
Rick Conley – Vice President
Danette Fair
Joan Hess – President
Gretchen Miller - Treasurer
Dave Palfrey – Assistant Treasurer
Karen Weiss
Non-voting Ex-Officio Member by Position:
The Rev. Bill Long, Pastor
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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
50 N. Main Street, P. O. Box 129
Manheim, PA 17545
Phone: (717) 665.2447
www.StPaulsuccManheim.org
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