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Information for Little Gate Summer and Summer at McGehee  
Communications  
Website Visit mcgeheeschool.com/summer  
 
Camp Contact Information The main telephone number for the camp is (504) 561-1224. The best 
way to contact the directors and head counselors is through email.  

 Social Media Please follow us!  
● Instagram–Follow Summer at McGehee on Instagram - @summeratmcgehee  
● Facebook–Like our page Summer at McGehee.  

Social Media Policy-If you have any concerns about Summer at McGehee, please refrain from 
posting this on social media. If we wish to model civil discourse for our campers, we need to 
practice it as adults. Posting these types of debates in a public space doesn't allow for honest 
feedback. It is appropriate for you to contact the directors about concerns you may have.  

News & Weekly Updates All news and other important camp information is available to 
parents through email and social media.  

Each director will share Weekly Updates on Friday afternoons email and social media. Please be 
sure that we have your working email address and that your internet provider will allow 
messages from us.  

Home-School Communications Parents are encouraged to contact the Directors when they 
have a concern. The nurse and head counselors assist the Directors. Frequent communication is 
important so that we can work in close partnership with your family. Parents are encouraged to 
share information about major family changes or events and issues that affect the lives of their 
children. We must be informed of any legal custody arrangements established by parents who 
are divorced. Please note that the Directors and Head Counselors are not always available to 
make calls during daytime hours 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.) and have more frequent access to email. 
Therefore, parents should contact the DIrectors and head counselors by email, indicating where 
and when they can be reached by phone.  

Safety 
In the event of an emergency, Summer at McGehee will contact the community via email 
and text message.  

At Summer at McGehee, the safety of our campers is our top priority. Summer fun is optimized 
when children feel safe and secure in their environment. Please help us by always following our 
rules (following all of the dropoff and dismissal rules, etc.). They were created with health and 
safety in mind.  

A full-time security guard is on campus during each camp day, and works with our Camp 
Directors to monitor our buildings and grounds school-wide. We have a comprehensive 
Emergency Procedures Plan, and the camp will contact the community via email, text message  
or phone call in the case of an emergency.  
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Fire and Lockdown The fire signal is a continuous sounding of the fire alarm buzzer. Counselors, 
not children, should close doors and turn off lights. Everyone should leave belongings in the 
room and move quickly and quietly, without running, to appropriate exits. Fire exit routes are 
posted in every room throughout the camp. Children should remain with their counselors. The 
Directors will indicate when it is safe to return to campus. If for any reason a lockdown is 
necessary children who are outside will be given specific instructions by a Director or counselor 
regarding where to go and what to do. An announcement will be made via the intercom system 
at the conclusion of the drill.  
 
Hurricane Preparedness Plan In the event of severe weather, such as a tropical storm or 
hurricane warning, please seek the following sources for official information regarding camp 
closure:   

● Check emails and text messages for information from the school 
● Check the Summer at McGehee website: www.mcgeheeschool.com/summer. 
● Check Summer at McGehee Facebook and Instagram accounts.  
● 504-599-9988 – McGehee Emergency Recording  

During school hours in emergencies of imminent danger, such as hurricanes, fires and floods, 
parents will be expected to pick up their child as soon as possible.   
 
Return to Camp Summer at McGehee will make its decision to reopen camp based upon the 
condition of the city and our campus. Please seek the following sources for official information 
regarding camp reopening:  

● www.mcgeheeschool.com/summer and www.littlegate.com  
● SMS text messages  
● Instagram and Facebook  
● 504-599-9988 - McGehee Emergency Recording  

 
Pets on Campus For safety and hygienic purposes, we do not allow pets on campus. Assistance 
dogs for persons with disabilities, however, are always welcome.  
 
Camp Rules and Expectations  

1. Respect for oneself and for one another should govern all relationships within the camp 
community. Disrespectful behavior or language is not tolerated.  

2. Campers are expected to respect the property of others. Campers who steal, deface, or 
destroy the property of another will be disciplined accordingly.  

3. Summer at McGehee reserves the right to search lockers, bags, and any personal 
property in the camp buildings at any time and without prior notice or consent to 
ensure compliance with camp rules, or for any other reason deemed appropriate by 
camp authorities. Campers do not have an expectation of privacy in personal property at 
camp or in camp-issued lockers.  

4. Campers are expected to respect camp property and to leave each  
5. place they use clean and ready for use by others. On a bus, on field trips, and in the 

presence of special visitors, campers are expected to behave in an appropriate manner 
and abide by camp rules.  

6. Gum chewing is not permitted in the camp buildings at any time.  
7. Children are expected to conduct themselves properly. We reserve the right to take 

disciplinary action in response to conduct off-campus that is inconsistent with the values 
and standards of behavior. This includes following the Social Media and Responsible Use 
Guidelines. (See Appendix.)  

8. The use, possession, or distribution of cigarettes, electronic cigarettes, vaping pens, Juuls, 
or nicotine delivery devices is strictly prohibited at Summer at McGehee or Little Gate 
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Summer. 
9. The use, possession, or distribution of alcohol or drugs (including unauthorized 

prescription medication) is strictly prohibited. 
10. No more than one person is permitted in a bathroom stall at a time.  
11. Children are expected to cooperate with school investigations.  
12. We reserve the right to dismiss, at any time, a child who has proven to be an 

unsatisfactory member of the summer community. If a child’s or parent’s conduct 
indicates that he/she is consistently out of sympathy with the mission, ideals, objectives, 
and program, the child may be asked to withdraw.  

13. Campers will not enter classrooms without permission from a Director, Head Counselor, or 
Counselor. 

14. Campers will adhere to the dress code. 
15. No child is allowed to have a smart watch on campus.  
16. No child is allowed to have a cell phone on campus.  

 
Camp Policy Regarding Harassment and Bullying We are committed to maintaining an 
environment in which all individuals are treated with respect and dignity and where all 
individuals feel safe. We do not tolerate harassment, bullying, hazing, or sexual harassment of 
any kind. Therefore, McGehee reserves the right to immediate dismissal of any camper who 
engages in harassment/bullying of any kind.  

Standard Health Requirements  

Immunizations Every program participant must have all health forms faxed, emailed, or 
mailed in order to attend camp. These records are required by Summer at McGehee, Little 
Gate Summer, and the Louisiana Department of Health and Human Resources. 

Illness Children may not come to camp if they are/have:  
● Fever: 100.4 or above; the child must be fever free for 24 hours prior to reentry to campus 

without the aid of fever reducing medicine.  
● Diarrhea: not associated with changes in diet or due to antibiotic use.  
● Vomiting: 2 or more episodes in the previous 24 hours.  
● Purulent conjunctivitis (bacterial): "pink eye" with red eyes and green or yellow discharge 

from the eye; Until 24 hours after medication has started AND purulent discharge is 
cleared.  

● Head lice: until after the first treatment; must be cleared by the camp nurse upon reentry 
to school. Reentry to camp when no live lice are present. It is the responsibility of all 
parent(s)/guardians to notify the Camp Nurse if their camper has been found to have lice.  

● Strep throat or other streptococcal infection: until 24 hours after starting 
antibiotics and fever has ended.  

● Staph infection: must be under the care of a physician and must remain covered.  
● Impetigo (a bacterial skin infection): until 24 hours after treatment starts with an 

antibiotic ointment or oral antibiotic medicine.  
● Scabies: until treatment has been completed.  
● Tuberculosis: until a doctor states that the student is on appropriate therapy and can 

attend school.  
● Chicken pox: until all sores have dried and crusted (usually 6 days).  
● Whooping cough (pertussis): until 5 days of antibiotic treatment has been completed.  
● Mumps: until 9 days after onset of swelling of the parotid gland.  
● Hepatitis A virus: until one week after onset of illness, jaundice, or as directed by the 
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health department when preventive measures have been given to other program 
participants and counselors at Summer at McGehee or Little Gate Summer.  

● Measles: until 4 days after onset of rash.  
● Meningitis: readmission when student is cleared to return by a health professional.  
● Rubella: until 7 days after onset of rash.  
● Shingles (herpes zoster): if the rash cannot be covered.  
● Hand-Foot-And-Mouth Disease: can return to camp after the fever is gone.  
● Lethargy: beyond expected tiredness.  
● Rash: with fever or behavior change.  

*Doctors may provide an exception in some cases. If your child becomes sick during the day, 
you will be called to pick up your child.  

Medication State Law requires that the giving or application of medication (as needed or daily) 
shall be done only on written order or prescription from a physician. You must have the camper’s 
pediatrician fill out the Prescription Medication Form which gives the nurse permission to 
administer the medication. You must also verbally notify the camp nurse and one of the camper’s 
counselors. Please send the medication in its original container with the label which shows the 
prescription number, date filled, physician’s name, directions for use and the camper’s name. If 
you have any questions or concerns please feel free to call 504-274-4941 or the Camp Directors 
for more information.  

Allergies In order to ensure proper treatment of your campers, be sure to have allergy forms 
updated on Camp Brain. If an allergy plan is required please notify the Camp Director before 
the start of camp.  

● An emergency binder will be kept in the camp office that includes all allergy and 
emergency forms as created by parents. In the event of an emergency, this contact 
information will be used. 

Illness and Attendance If a child becomes ill at our summer program, he/she MUST go to the 
Nurse on duty. Children should never initiate a call to parents to check out due to illness; the 
Nurse shall initiate parent communication regarding any illness. The Nurse will determine if a 
child is too ill to remain on campus, and will contact his/her parent/guardian.  

Children should wait in the Nurse’s office and will be escorted to the arrival/ dismissal gate to 
meet a parent or guardian in the event that they need to be picked up. Parents or emergency 
contacts will follow the sign in/out protocol. 

Programming  

Daily Hours The day begins at 8:30 a.m.and ends at 4:00 pm. Children arriving after 9:15 a.m. 
will not be permitted unless specific permission has been given by the camp director as 
related to special circumstances. Parents will receive group specific information about arrival 
and dismissal as we follow new social distancing guidelines. 

Attendance All children are expected to attend daily, arriving on time and remaining for the 
full day. Please be prompt with drop off and pick up. 
 
Lunch and Snack 

● Parents can sign up for weekly lunch through Café Louise on Camp Brain.   
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● Otherwise, campers should bring a lunch (Please note that Little Gate Summer is a NUT 
FREE environment). 

● Campers should bring their own water bottle every day. 
● Morning and Afternoon snacks will be provided. 

 
Lockers/Cubbies Each program participant is provided with a locker or cubby. Program 
participants should keep all belongings in lockers or cubbies. Please do not bring valuables to 
camp as we cannot be responsible for lost property. All belongings must be clearly labeled with 
the child’s name. The directors reserve the right to inspect the lockers or cubbies of campers from 
time to time to ensure health and safety and to search personal effects with reasonable cause.  
 
Birthday Celebrations and Treats Sent to School Summer at McGehee enjoys sharing a child’s 
birthday. However, children cannot bring food items or any other items for birthday celebrations. 
We will sing “Happy Birthday” and acknowledge the important day within small groups during 
lunch or snack. However, actual birthday celebrations will not be held at camp and birthday party 
invitations cannot be distributed at camp.  
 
Inclement Weather / Other Emergencies 

● If we are forced to close campus due to issues related to COVID-19, we will refund the 
tuition amount for the days a child cannot attend.  

● Summer at McGehee will offer a refund for the days that the school is forced to close due to  
weather-related emergencies in which opening campus could present a danger to 
campers or staff. 

● If camp is in session, refunds will not be granted for a child who decides not to attend. 
 
Payment & Availability 

● All camp fees must be paid in full in order for your camper to attend camp. Please submit 
payment for camp online through Camp Brain. All camp deposits are non refundable 
unless camp enrollment is cancelled before Monday, May 18, 2020. Registration is based on 
a first come, first served basis. 
 

Illness & Student Absences 
● Summer at McGehee is unable to offer refunds for days missed due to illness or other 

absences. 
 
COVID Related Health Requirements 

Admittance Requirements 
If a camper or staff member has a cough, has not been fever free without the use of medication 
for 24 hours, has an elevated temperature, aches or chills, they should NOT come to campus. It is 
highly recommended that parents take their camper’s temperature before leaving home and 
upon arriving home each evening. Please keep your child home when they are sick.  
 
We will provide curbside drop-off and pick-up to limit direct contact between parents and staff 
members and to adhere to social distancing recommendations.  
 
Children and staff will have their temperature check each morning and be asked the 
questions below upon arrival.  

● Has the child/staff been fever-free without the assistance of an antipyretic (e.g. 
Tylenol) for the last 24 hours? 
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● Has the child/staff experienced shortness of breath, sore throat, or a cough?   
● Out of abundance for everyone’s health and safety,  we will check your child’s 

temperature. 
○ Temperature of each child will be checked at this time with a thermometer. 
○ Gloves will be worn, and if a touchless thermometer is used, gloves do not have 

to be changed between each check. 
○ Touch thermometers will be cleaned and disinfected with appropriate 

disinfectant wipes between each child 
○ If the child or guardian answered yes to any of the questions or has a 

temperature of 100.4 or greater, do not allow admittance to the facility. 
 

● Staff will complete a visual inspection of the camper (or staff member) for signs of illness, 
which could include flushed cheeks, rapid breathing or difficulty breathing, fatigue, or, in 
young children, extreme or unusual fussiness. 

During the Camp Day  
Sick campers  Please note that our sick policy is subject to change based on the guidance from 
federal and local health authorities.  
 
Campers who present with the following symptoms will be sent home. 
Cough, shortness of breath OR difficulty breathing 
Fever (temperature above 100.4) 
 
A camper who is sent home with fever as the only symptom may return to camp under the 
following conditions:  

■ At least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since recovery defined as resolution of 
fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and,  

■ Presents no other symptoms (Please note the guidelines may change and we 
will follow all current guidelines listed at www.cdc.gov) 

 
A camper who is sent home from camp presenting COVID related symptoms may return to camp 
under the following conditions: 
 

○ A negative COVID-19 test 
○ Clearance from a physician stating that the child does not have the symptoms 

necessary to test for  COVID-19 and 3 days after the resolution of fever without the 
use of fever-reducing medications  

○ If they were COVID-19 positive, the camper or staffer must follow the CDC guidelines 
for returning after having COVID-19 including (Please note the guidelines may 
change and we will follow all current guidelines listed at www.cdc.gov): 

■ At least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since recovery defined as resolution of 
fever without the use of fever-reducing medications and; 

■ Improvement in respiratory symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); and; 
■ At least 7 days have passed since symptoms first appeared. 

 
Isolation  We will set aside an area to isolate a sick child while they wait for their guardian to pick 
them up, away from other campers.   
 
If an individual (staff or camper) in a cohort tests positive for COVID-19, that group will not be able 
to return to campus for at least 24 hours to allow thorough cleaning and monitoring of the other 
members of the cohort. We will consult with the federal and health authorities regarding the 



 

9 

appropriate time period that the cohort should remain off campus and will notify the parent/ 
guardian as soon as possible. This guidance is subject to change based on current CDC 
guidelines. 

COVID-19 Guidelines 
 
Group Sizes  Summer Gate Camp will maintain group size as recommended by federal, state, 
and local social distancing guidelines.     

● Groups will remain together throughout the day in their scheduled activities, lunches, and 
‘identified group space’.   

● Each person in a group will have a personal space for their belongings. 
 
Arrival 

● Campers will follow the required arrival procedures outlined above.  
● All parents will be asked to follow specific carpool procedures and remain in their car 

until they reach a temperature station marked by a cone.  
● Parents must remain present during the temperature and health questions process 

and may not leave their child at camp until the appropriate person at carpool states 
the child is approved to be admitted based on the above stated guidelines.  

● We will have hand sanitizer available at carpool for campers and staff to use upon 
arrival. No outside toys of any kind will be permitted at camp. Campers should only 
bring specific items to camp as instructed. 

 
Departure 

● All children must be picked up through the carpool line at the appropriate time. 
● Pickups necessary at times other than carpool must be communicated and 

coordinated with the Director. (For example, if a child is to be picked up for a doctor’s 
appointment). 

● Children will not be allowed to return to campus after pick up. 
● Parents and guardians will not be allowed on campus at any time.  

Entrance To Campus During Non-Carpool Times  
● From 9:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. all gates are locked.  
 

Limited Traffic On and Off of Campus 
● There will be no off-campus field trips. 
● No outside visitors will be allowed. 
● Parents will drop off and pick up in the carpool line. NO one will be allowed to walk 

their child in. 
● Late arrivals will not be permitted. (after 9:15 am). 
● Sick children will be picked up from Prytania Street for the Summer Gate attendees 

and the Philip Street gate for the Little Gate attendees. . 
● Drop-ins will not be allowed. All campers must be pre registered in order to attend.  

 
Hand washing schedule for children/staff 
Hand Washing and sanitation will become part of our daily schedule.  

● When they arrive  
● At every transition 
● Before and after every meal 
● After sneezing, coughing, or blowing nose 
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● After using the restroom 
● Before handling food 
● After touching or cleaning surfaces that may be contaminated; and 
● After using any shared equipment like toys, computer keyboards, mouse 
● Every 2 hours if not already incorporated from one of the above 

 
Respiratory Hygiene 

● All staff: cover coughs and sneezes with tissues or the corner of the elbow. 
● Encourage children, when appropriate to cover coughs and sneezes with tissues or 

the corner of the elbow. 
● Dispose of soiled tissues immediately after use. 

 
Face Coverings 

● Face coverings will be provided for each employee in the workplace in areas where 
they are closer than 6 feet to a child, managing food operations, or disinfecting. If 
outdoors, or in active play, a face covering can be removed. Children can wear face 
coverings, if they wish. 

 
Nurse 

● The nurse will only administer medication based on state guidelines listed below. 
● Anyone with a temperature of 100.4 degrees, will not be allowed at camp. A parent 

will be contacted and the child must be picked up within 45 minutes. 
● Children with a fever will be isolated from the group and will wait with the camp nurse or 

director of camp until the child is picked up.  
 

Facility Cleaning  
● The facility cleaning protocols are subject  to change as guidance changes  to mitigate the 

spread of with COVID-19. We will defer to the CDC for the latest information. 
○ All equipment/toys will be cleaned with approved disinfectant every 4 hours.  
○ All touch points such as doorknobs, light switches, and toilets will be cleaned every 

hour with approved disinfectant. 
○ Entire facility will be disinfected with approved disinfectant every night before arrival 

the next day.   
 
Cleaning and Disinfection After Persons Suspected/Confirmed to Have COVID-19 Have Been 
in the Facility 

● We will continue to monitor the most updated CDC Guidelines and clean and sanitize 
accordingly.  
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Little Gate Summer Specific Guidelines  
Gators, Pelicans, and Elephants 

 
Arrival All parents will be asked to follow specific carpool procedures and remain in their car until 
they reach a temperature station marked by a cone.  

● All children will enter through carpool at the Little Gate gate on Philip Street. 
● The Morning Carpool window is 8:30 am-9:15 a.m. 
● Cars should form a single file line along Philip Street.   
● Please remain in your car in a single file line and wait for a staff member to communicate 

to proceed to an open cone.  
Please note, you must enter a designated spot from the single file line.   

● When you reach a designated temperature spot, a Little Gate teacher will greet you and 
begin arrival protocols which includes checking your child’s temperature.    

● Parents must remain present during the temperature and health protocols process 
and may not leave their child at camp until the appropriate person at carpool states 
the child is approved to be admitted based on the above stated guidelines.  

● Once your child is approved to enter camp, a teacher will walk them to their classroom. 
Parents will not be allowed to walk their children in at this time.  

● Parking is not permitted in the carpool line during carpool times! 
● ALL children and staff will sanitize their hands upon entry into the Philip Street gate.  

 
 Dismissal 

● Afternoon carpool will begin at 3:30 p.m. and ends at 4:00 p.m.   
● Carpool will take place on Philip Street.  
● Parents must remain in your car and pull forward as much as possible.  We will do our best 

to dismiss as quickly as possible.  We appreciate your patience. 
● Please let us know if a special friend or babysitter will be picking up your camper (Anyone 

picking up your child must be on the approved pick up list and be prepared to show their 
I.D. to anyone who is not familiar with them) 

 
Lost and Found Items will be placed in a bin throughout the week. On Friday’s items will be 
located along the Philip Street gate to be claimed.  
 
Clothing & Necessities 

● Campers should come dressed in comfy clothes that they don't mind getting dirty. 
● Closed-toe shoes are a must to avoid injuries. 
● Campers receive one camp shirt with registration and additional shirts are available for 

purchase.  Campers are not required to wear their camp shirts!   
● On your child’s designated water day please send your child dressed in their bathing suit 

with sunscreen and mosquito spray already applied. 
● Campers will be required to bring their own sunscreen and mosquito spray accompanied 

by a permission form to apply. Forms can be found on Camp Brain. 
● Please pack a towel, a water bottle filled with water only. 
● Campers will not be allowed to bring toys or games to camp. Campers may bring a lovie 

which fits in their bag for nap time. 
● We ask that you send a plastic bag every day for us to send wet clothes home in (a grocery 

bag will be fine). 
● Please send a change of clothes to be kept in your child’s cubby as well as a nap mat. 

Please LABEL EVERYTHING! 
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Schedule 
● Below, please find our tentative daily schedule for all Little Gate campers! 

8:30-9:15 Morning Carpool 
9:00-11:30 Activity Rotations 

11:30 Lunch 
12:00-2:30 Naptime 
3:30-4:00 Carpool 

● An updated activity schedule with descriptions, dress-up days, and other important 
information will be sent via e-mail and posted on Facebook and Instagram the weekend 
before the start of each week. 

● Class lists and teachers names/emails will be sent via email the Friday prior to the start of 
each week!   

  
DISCIPLINE POLICY 

  
Guiding principles for discipline begin with setting limits and defining them for the child.  This 
will be done in a firm, loving way.  The goal is to teach the child acceptable behavior and self 
control necessary for him/her to become capable of making safe, positive choices as he or she 
explores the environment and interacts with peers. 
 
Listed below are the guidelines which are maintained by the faculty and staff of Little Gate: 
 

1. Maintain constructive discipline with the objective of helping the child learn, rather 
than forcing him to conform to adult standards. 

 2. Encourage and praise good behavior. 
 3. Be fair and consistent, using a kind, firm voice. 
 4. Discuss and review classroom rules as well as Little Gate’s rules with the     
                 children, making sure they understand and are familiar with them. 
 5. Punishment SHALL NOT be associated with food, naps, or 
  bathroom procedures. 
 6. “Taking a break” is the verbiage used when redirecting a child to a new  

activity when conflict or frustration arises in a particular play space. This  
may be used with the child always in sight of a teacher. We do NOT use “Time Out”. 
Time Out is particularly not acceptable for children under two.  

 7. A child's acceptance of discipline and his/her ability to                     
                         profit by it depends upon his feeling that he/she is liked and accepted. 

 8. Corporal punishment IS NOT allowed.  There MAY NOT be verbal abuse or  
                 threats of physical punishment. Sarcasm and derogatory remarks about  
                 children or adults is not allowed. 
 9. One child may not be disciplined by another child.  

10.  A child may not be bullied by another child.  
11.  Threat of a prohibited action even if there is no intent to follow through  

with it is NOT allowed.  
12.  We will never restrain by devices such as high chairs or feeding tables for  

disciplinary purposes.  
13.  Active play time will NOT be withheld for disciplinary purposes. 

 
The school reserves the right to remove a student at any time, if, in the judgment of the Little 
Gate and Headmistress, that student's industry, progress, conduct, or influence, on or off campus, 
is not in keeping with the school's standards.  After discussions with teachers and the Little Gate 
Head, parents may be told that Little Gate is not the appropriate match for their child. 
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  BITING POLICY 

  
Even though biting is a normal behavior for very young children, it is not an acceptable one.  
Children who bite are not mean or bad.  They are usually frustrated by their inability to verbalize 
their feelings.  The child's frustration may not be classroom-related.  Teachers strive to help 
children learn more acceptable ways for expressing themselves:  language modeling, redirecting 
the child to other activities, and time away from the group to gain control and receive comfort. 
Children who bite strike with lightning speed.  It may not be possible to prevent all biting 
incidents, but there are several approaches that can decrease biting and other behavior 
problems in the Program. These include the provision of a developmentally appropriate 
curriculum, a carefully designed arrangement of activity areas within the classroom, and 
sensitivity on the part of the teacher in the use of disciplinary techniques. 
 
 The following guidelines are to be followed: 
 
 1. Bites will be treated by washing with soap and water.  Ice  
  will be applied. 
 2. Teachers will comfort the bitten child immediately, and through this process,  
                 give this child more attention than the biter is receiving. 

3. Teachers will write an incident/accident report to keep on file and a parent notice to 
each child's parent. 

4. Teachers will explain to biter that: a) biting hurts, b) biting is not allowed, c) the bitten 
child is hurt.   

  
The biter will be removed from play time.  After a short break from the activity, the biter will be 
directed to a different activity.  Both parents will be notified by note or email.  Please reach out to 
your child’s teachers with any questions or concerns.   
If the biting continues, the parents, teachers and the Little Gate Head will meet to discuss other 
possible interventions and if Little Gate is the appropriate match for the child. 

   
      

POLICIES SET BY LOUISIANA LICENSING FOR CHILD CARE PROVIDERS 
 
Non-discrimination policy: McGehee’s Little Gate prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, creed, sex, national origin, handicap, ancestry, or whether a child in being breast fed.  
 
Admissions Policy: McGehee’s Little Gate Summer Camp is open to currently enrolled Little Gate 
students, McGehee faculty and staff, McGehee siblings, McGehee alum.  
 
Disclosure of Information Policy:  McGehee’s Little Gate is regulated by the licensing authority of 
the Licensing Division in the LA Department of Education. Notice is given to parents of the 
licensing authority of the department and the availability of licensing surveys/inspections, 
regulations and information regarding early learning centers from the department’s websites.  
 
Behavior Management Policy: (See Discipline Policy) 
 
Physical Activity Policy: Children under age two shall be provided time and space for age 
appropriate physical activity both indoor and outdoor, weather permitting, for a minimum of 60 
minutes per day. Children age two and older shall be provided a minimum of 60 minutes of 
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physical activity both indoor and outdoor, weather permitting, per day that includes a 
combination of both teacher led and free play. 
 
Electronic Devices/Computer Policy:  Electronic devices (television, videos, computers, hand 
held devices) for children under 2 are not allowed. McGehee’s Little Gate only uses iTouches/iPads 
when teachers are researching with children a certain topic they are learning about. 
iTouches/iPads are equipped with filtering software that limits access to inappropriate websites, 
email, and instant messaging. Activities with electronic devices are not allowed. Television 
watching is not allowed, with the exception of rainy day After Care. For rainy day After Care, a DVD 
may be shown that is suitable for the youngest child present and only with a G rating. Video 
games are not allowed. Time allowed for electronic device activities for children ages two and 
above shall not exceed two hours per day, with the exception that television, DVD, or video 
viewing shall be limited to no more than one hour per day. 
 
Complaint Policy: Parents may call or write the LA Department of Education, Licensing Division, 
if they have significant, unresolved licensing complaints in 3 ways: LDELicensing@la.gov, at 225-
342-9905, or at 1201 North Third Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5243. 
 
Child Abuse and Neglect Policy:  All Little Gate administrators, teachers and staff are required to 
report any suspected abuse or neglect of a child to the Louisiana Child Protection Statewide 
Hotline 1-855-4LA-KIDS immediately. Reporting of abuse or neglect should not be delayed for an 
internal investigation by the program. Teachers are not required to report suspected abuse to 
administration first.  
 
Provisional Employment and Monitoring: In accordance with the regulations in Department of 
Education Bulletin 137, Little Gate “may provisionally employ as a staff member, a person for 
whom it has requested a CCCBC-based determination of eligibility for child care purposes, and for 
whom the department has received a satisfactory fingerprint-based Louisiana or federal criminal 
history information record, pending the department’s receipt of the other CCCBC results and 
determination of the person’s eligibility for child care purposes.” 
Provisionally employed faculty will be counted in the child-to-staff ratios and monitored by a 
designated staff member. This monitor will be present at Little Gate at all times while the 
provisional staffer is working, will remain within enough physical proximity to be able to intervene 
at any time, and will be present in the room during naptime when the provisional employee is 
present. The monitor will also complete and log at least one visual observation of the provisional 
employee every 30 minutes. 
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Lower School Specific Guidelines  

Arrival and Dismissal  
 
Arrival All parents will be asked to follow specific carpool procedures and remain in their car 
until they reach a temperature station marked by a cone.  

● All campers will enter through carpool at the Prytania Street gate. 
● The Morning Carpool window is 8:30 am-9:15 a.m. 
● Cars should form a single file line along Prytania Street.   
● Please remain in your car in a single file line and wait for a staff member to communicate 

to proceed to an open cone.  
Please note, you must enter a designated spot from the single file line.   

● When you reach a designated temperature spot, a camp teacher will greet you and begin 
arrival protocols which includes checking your child’s temperature.    

● Parents must remain present during the temperature and health protocols process 
and may not leave their child at camp until the appropriate person at carpool states 
the child is approved to be admitted based on the above stated guidelines.  

● Once your child is approved to enter camp, a teacher will walk them to the gate to ensure 
they get to their approved cohort classroom. Parents will not be allowed to walk their 
children in at this time.  

● Parking is not permitted in the carpool line during carpool times. 
● ALL children and staff will sanitize their hands upon entry into the Prytania Street gate.  

 
Dismissal  3:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Carpool Guidelines  

During both morning and afternoon carpool counselors will be on duty to assist campers and 
direct parents in the carpool lines. In the interest of providing safe and effective carpool 
procedures and ensuring the safety of our campers, we ask your cooperation with the following 
regulations:  

● All Camp families must complete the Camp Transportation Form through Camp Brain. If 
you need to add or restrict anyone’s transportation privileges throughout the camp 
period, please contact the Directors.  

● If your camper is being picked up by someone other than someone listed on the Camp 
Transportation Form, a parent/guardian must email the Director in advance and the 
driver may be required to show I.D. 

● Campers must be accompanied by an adult to leave campus unless they have 
permission to walk home via the Camp Transportation Form. 

Driver Responsibilities  
● Please exercise patience.  
● While in the carpool line, keep the line moving; move forward to close gaps in the line 

before stopping.  
● Every car must have their carpool tag provided by the camp on display on the windshield.  
● Drivers must remain in their vehicles at all times. Wait for a counselor to assist you 

with the delivery of your camper to and from camp.  
● Have your camper ready to disembark at the AM carpool. Share hugs, kisses, and goodbyes 
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before entering the carpool lanes. Bags and lunches should be packed and ready.  
● After campers have been taken from you in the AM carpool or delivered to you in the PM 

carpool, keep moving forward.  
● Only skip ahead of cars in the carpool lane, if asked to by the counselors.  
● No cell phone use during carpool.  
● Campers should enter or exit the car on the sidewalk side only.  

Telephone Use In order to use McGehee telephones, students must have the permission of 
the Directors or head counselors. Cell phones may not be used for calling or texting during the 
day except with the permission of the Directors or head counselors.  

Telephone Messages for Students A parent may leave a message for his/her child with the 
front desk receptionist, who will convey the message to the child. Parents are asked to limit 
their use of this service to occasions of urgency. Please call before 2:00 p.m. Children may not 
be called to the telephone at camp. Parents are asked not to call or text their child’s cell 
phone during camp hours.  
 
Dress Code Policy  

● Campers should come dressed in comfy clothes that they don't mind getting dirty. 
● Closed-toe shoes are a must to avoid injuries. 
● Campers receive one camp shirt with registration and additional shirts are available for 

purchase.  Children are not required to wear their camp shirts!   
● Please mark all items with a first and last name.  

Lost and Found Children are responsible for articles that they bring to camp. We cannot be 
responsible for articles left unattended. Articles found outside of lockers or cubbies are placed 
in the Lost and Found. The Director will communicate lost and found items in her weekly 
updates. At the end of all of the sessions, unclaimed items will be donated to a charitable 
organization.  
 
Standards of Conduct  
Discipline As counselors and parents, we strive to help our children with the development of 
good discipline. The unique goal is to be self-disciplined, respect self and others, and to contribute 
to the well being of all. With this goal in mind, the counselors and parents and others of the 
Summer at McGehee community give their wholehearted cooperation to the efforts of the 
program and its standards.  

The counselor is the principal authority during the summer and assumes the major responsibility 
for the training and discipline of each child. Children are expected to follow specific rules of the 
program. Specific behaviors for which children will receive disciplinary action include, but are not 
limited to:  

● Lying  
● Fighting, teasing, bullying  
● Swearing  
● Direct defiance, e.g., backtalk  
● Disruptive behavior  
● Being disrespectful to others  
● Vandalism/stealing  

Disciplinary measures at the option of the Directors may include, but are not limited to:  
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● Shortened or suspended recess  
● Telephone or written contact with parents  
● Parent conference  
● Referral of student to the Directors 

The Directors have the ultimate authority and responsibility for discipline in the summer 
program. If a counselor determines that a camper’s behavior has not improved after continued 
action by the counselor, the camper will be sent to the Director’s office for discipline and contact 
will be made with the parents. The Directors or their designee will administer disciplinary action 
that may include, but is not limited to:  

● Counseling  
● Parent conferences  
● Temporary suspension from camp  
● Expulsion from camp  

A probationary period for changing behavior and attitudes may be established at any time in the 
discipline process. The Directors will then examine and determine to what extent the disciplinary 
process will be carried out.  

Playground Rules The rules listed below are to be strictly enforced at all times:  
● Children can only be on the playground with their small cohort group and at their 

scheduled time 
● The Lower School playground monkey bar area is only for children who are rising 

Kindergarten through 6th graders  
● Rising Pre-K children can play on the smaller equipment 
● One person at a time on the slide 
● Limited gymnastics on the playground - Cartwheels and backbends are ok. No flips, back 

handsprings, or aerials 
● Tricycles are reserved for Pre-K to 2nd Grade use only on the designated bike paths 
● No hanging on the fence or talking to strangers on the sidewalk.  
● Children must be supervised at all times (no entering classrooms or offices without an 

adult)  
● All playground equipment should be returned to the proper storage areas before leaving 

the play area 
● No eating on the playground.  


