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Affiliate Annual Report
 
[bookmark: Text1]Name of Branch Big Rapids 
 
[bookmark: Text2]Name of Person Completing the Report Leah Monger 
 
[bookmark: Text3]Branch Position of Person Completing the Report President/Administrator
 
[bookmark: Text4]Street Address 19060 200th Avenue 
 
[bookmark: Text5]City, State, Zip Big Rapids, MI 49307 
 
[bookmark: Text6][bookmark: Text7]Phone Number 231-287-7022 Email leahmonger@ferris.edu  

Highlights from the Year
 	
	Month
	Highlights (Branch Activities, Programs, Events, etc.

	June 2023

	[bookmark: Text8]Branch newsletter issued on June 6.

On June 17, 12 Members toured the Little River Schoolhouse at School Section Lake, where the children of many of Mecosta County's "Old Settlers," attended. The Old Settlers were African-Americans who came to the local area to claim land under the Homestead Act of 1862. The descendents of the Old Settlers continue to get together each year for the Old Settlers' Reunion. 

	July 2023

	[bookmark: Text9]     

	August 2023

	[bookmark: Text10]Our branch has traditionally gone into summer hiatus, but this year we held a "No agenda" get together at a member's home on August 2. We even recruited a couple new members from this event!

	September 2023

	[bookmark: Text11]We held our annual "Welcome Back" picnic in a local park on September 3 and kicked off our new AAUW year. We conducted an online member survey that was promoted at this meeting.

Branch newsletter issued September 11.

The branch sponsored a candidate forum on September 26 for BIg Rapids city commisioner candidates. One branch member, a retired judge, facilitated the discussion, and two members composed the questions that were asked at the forum. 

	October 2023

	[bookmark: Text12]Our October 3 meeting included a presentation by the executive director of the local women's shelter in recognition of Domestive Violence Awareness Month. 

Branch newsletter issued October 11.

	November 2023

	[bookmark: Text13]Branch newsletter issued November 11.

Our November 14 meeting included a tour of the Ferris State University Museum of Sexist Objects. 

	December 2023

	[bookmark: Text14]We held our annual holiday dinner and scholarship celebration on December 7. We funded two $1500 scholarships for non-traditional Ferris students.

	January 2024

	[bookmark: Text15]Branch newsletter issued January 8.

The annual planning meeting for our used book sale was cancelled due to bad weather, so planning was conducted online via email.

	February 2024

	[bookmark: Text16]Branch newsletter issued February 6.

Our branch supported two Big Rapids Festival of the Arts events related to a "Much Ado About Barbie" exhibit at Ferris State University. The first event on February 7, was a tour of the Museum of Sexist Objects, which had just acquired a collection of 1980s-1990s Barbie dolls. One member loaned her 1960s vintage Barbies to the exhibit and spoke about what Barbie meant to her as a young girl. The second related event on February 15 was a panel discussion about the cultural significance of Barbie with commentary about the recent Barbie movie. This event was held at the Ferris Art Gallery, where the Museum of Sexist Objects was exhibiting its newly acquired Barbie collection.The branch provided funding for the reception for this event. 

	March 2024

	[bookmark: Text17]Held annual used book sale, our signature fundraising event, on March 22-23. Lots of prep work including book sorting parties in my garage preceded the big event. 

	April 2024

	[bookmark: Text18]Branch newsletter issued April 15.

	May 2024

	[bookmark: Text19]Held annual meeting and "Immovable Feast." For years our branch ended the year with the Movable Feast, a mini progressive dinner at the homes of two members who live across the street from each other. We had appetizers at one home and walked across the street for dinner and dessert at the other member's house. Last year, we decided that our growing membership had outgrown their accommodations, so we rented space at the local Artworks, hence the now "Immovable Feast." Voted to approve revised bylaws at the annual meeting.

Branch was recognized at the AAUWMI convention for achieving 2-Star status in the AAUW 5-Star Recognition Program and also for membership growth. 

	June 2024

	[bookmark: Text20]We anticipate that the local Women's March organization will invite us to participate with an event. We are planning to repeat the "No agenda" get together again sometime during the summer, but a date has not yet been set. 



Needs/support (things we’re struggling with, assistance needed from AAUW of Michigan) 
Like many branches, we struggle to find volunteers for branch leadership positions. We have had some success with co-officers, and some members are willing to take on short-term obligations for a specific event rather than two-year commitments. 

What was your greatest success this year?
We had some good PR with some of the community events we sponsored this year. Our book sale fundraiser was very successful and generated more PR. 
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