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Affiliate Annual Report
 
[bookmark: Text1]Name of Branch Big Rapids 
 
[bookmark: Text2]Name of Person Completing the Report Leah Monger 
 
[bookmark: Text3]Branch Position of Person Completing the Report Administrator
 
[bookmark: Text4]Street Address 19060 200th Avenue 
 
[bookmark: Text5]City, State, Zip Big Rapid, MI 49307 
 
[bookmark: Text6][bookmark: Text7]Phone Number 231-287-7022 Email LeahMonger@ferris.edu  

Highlights from the Year
 	
	Month
	Highlights (Branch Activities, Programs, Events, etc.

	June 2022

	[bookmark: Text8]June 26:  While we didn't formally participate in the inaugural Big Rapids Pride event as a branch, several members attended and joined in individual events and activities such as singing in the Pride Choir. 

	July 2022

	[bookmark: Text9]July 23:  Branch members participated in Rally for our Rights event at  Mitchell Creek Park to support reproductive rights. We staffed an AAUW information table, and a couple members were speakers for the event.

	August 2022

	[bookmark: Text10]Aug. 23: Executive Board meeting.

	September 2022

	[bookmark: Text11]Sep. 10: Held our fall kickoff picnic lunch at Northend Riverside Park.

	October 2022

	[bookmark: Text12]Oct. 6:  Held our second branch "Cocktails and Convos" event on women's leadership.
Oct. 13: Held virtual branch meeting featuring Mary Pollock giving a "Michigan Legislative Update" prior to the November election.
Oct. 27: Issued our first branch newsletter.
Oct. 28: Members of the branch participated in Rally for our Rights: Get out the Vote! event at Mitchell Creek Park in Big Rapids. We staffed an AAUW information table.

	November 2022

	[bookmark: Text13]Nov. 2:  Executive board meeting.
Nov. 17: Branch meeting and potluck held in the Ferris State University Timme Center for Student Services. 

	December 2022

	[bookmark: Text14]Dec. 6: Held annual holiday dinner at Pere Marquette Bistro in Reed City and awarded three scholarships to nontraditional Ferris State University students.

	January 2023

	[bookmark: Text15]Jan. 7: Book Sale planning meeting.

	February 2023

	[bookmark: Text16]Feb. 9: Executive board meeting.
Feb. 21: Sponsored and organized "Women in the Arts: a Panel Discussion" as part of the Big Rapids Festival of the Arts. Five women involved in art, music, and theater participated in the panel.
Feb. 25: Issued February newsletter.

	March 2023

	[bookmark: Text17]March 17: Issued March newsletter.
March 21:  Held new member reception at Deb Kennedy's home in Canadian Lakes.
March 28: Issued Late March newsletter.

	April 2023

	[bookmark: Text18]April 14-15: Held annual used book sale to raise funds for scholarships for nontraditional Ferris State University students.
April 24: Executive board meeting.

	May 2023

	[bookmark: Text19]May 1: Issued May newsletter.
May 4: Held final branch meeting of the year, our annual "Moveable Feast," and elected new officers for 2023-2024.
May 8: Held our fourth "Cocktails & Convos" discussion and recruitment event on the topic of Women's Economic Equity.

	June 2023

	[bookmark: Text20] June 1: Target date for next newsletter.
June 17: Tour of School Section Lake Schoolhouse where many early African-Americans who were part of the "Old Settlers" of the area attended school.


 
Needs/Support (Things We’re Struggling With, Assistance Needed from AAUW of Michigan) 
[bookmark: Text21]We are experiencing some growing pains, but we have a new sense of mission and direction, and the challenges we are experiencing are mostly good problems to have. Thanks to our new Membership VPs and the Cocktails & Convos program they initiated (plus their follow up with new members to get them immediately engaged), we had ten new members over the course of the year. We know how to reach our state leadership team if we need them. Jan can anticipate questions from us as we update our Bylaws this next year.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 
 
 
SUBMISSION DEADLINE:  June 1, 2023
 
Submit to: 
	
Leah Monger, State Services Manager 
19060 200th Avenue  	 			
Big Rapids, MI 49307  	 		
StateServices@aauwmi.org
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