
The McCloskeys, Losada-Philips, and Thomsons Summer Road Trip to Ta’if and Jeddah. 

2 Brits, 1 Irish, 1 Columbian, 1 Welsh, 1 Scot, 6 children, ranging in age from 10 to 15, plenty of 

enthusiasm, many kilometres, and lots of great memories… 

What is the name of the city / village / area you visited? 

Courtesy of this year’s travel restrictions, we as a family decided that this summer was a good time 

to go on a KSA staycation. Our plans to go home for the summer were scuppered, and there was no 

way we were going to sit on the compound moping and moaning about the heat and being generally 

fed up. Luckily, we had no difficulty in persuading two other families to come with us on a road trip 

across the country to the west coast where we planned to visit Ta’if, Jeddah, and the Al Wahbah 

crater over a period of 8 days. We travelled over the Hajj break which meant that we had to plan and 

book well in advance. Even with COVID restrictions and a much-reduced Hajj pilgrimage, it was still 

due to be busy in the coastal region. 

Do you have any accommodation/hotel recommendations? 

We decided to break up the long 10 hour journey to Jeddah with a layover in the mountainous city 

of Ta’if in the Mecca Province of southwest Saudi Arabia. All three families managed to get 

accommodation at the Lavender Hotel in the centre of the city which was very good. We could park 

at the hotel and we were given recommendations of places to eat. The receptionist spoke very good 

English which was a bonus. The rooms were clean and modern but don’t expect a room with too 

much of a view. There were some communication issues with staff members especially when it came 

to towels and bedding (I wasn’t sure how we were expected to fit a 10 yr old and an 11 yr old into a 

baby cot!) 

The bulk of our time however was spent at the Sheraton Red Sea Beach Resort / Club in Jeddah 

which had been recommended to us all by various sources. The accommodation that we stayed at 

could be described as bungalows, perfectly adequate but basic and I would say in need of some 

updating. There is also a seawater swimming pool located on the site, also in need of some TLC but 

the beach area is well organised with plenty of loungers under shaded areas and a small sandy beach 

leading to the reef. Scuba divers are well catered for and safety precautions are high on the agenda, 

which is reassuring. We ate at the outdoor restaurant several times, breakfast is included, and the 

food was very good quality and reasonably priced. Once again, bizarrely, getting hold of towels was a 

struggle. 

Our journey home was once again via Ta’if, at the Lavender Hotel, which we stayed at for a couple of 

nights before staying for one night at a hotel in Afif… the least said about that experience the better! 

 

What is most noteworthy about the region? 

We had planned to see more of Saudi Arabia whilst living in this part of the world so we were keen 

to see what other regions in the Kingdom have to offer. We had heard that it is cooler in Ta ’if and it 

didn’t let us down. The temperature was several degrees lower than Riyadh and actually quite wet, 

which was absolutely fine by us. Jeddah, like Dammam, is considerably more humid than the dry 

heat of Riyadh but that was tempered by unusually stormy weather whilst we were visiting. Once 

again, fine by us! 

Our main aim for this holiday was to snorkel and dive in the Red Sea. We did manage to achieve  that 

but we were hampered by strong winds for the majority of our stay which unfortunately put paid to 



being able to spend as much time as we had wanted to on the coral reef. It was lovely though to be 

able to go in the sea and see the beautiful reef and all that lives in it.  

We were also keen to visit Ta’if, often referred to as the City of Roses, and take in the spectacular 

views, have a ride on the famous Al Hada cable car to the super fun toboggan at the bottom of the 

mountain, buy fruit from the various fruit stalls on the road out of Ta’if, see the infamous baboons 

and to visit a one of the few Rose Factories in the region. 

As part of our journey back to Riyadh we took a detour to visit the natural phenomenon, the Al 

Wahbah crater. The crater was once thought to have been formed by a meteorite crashing to earth 

but geologists in the 1960’s revealed that it is actually a maar crater caused by volcanic eruptions. 

The crater is located 250 km (160 miles) away from Ta’if and has a 2km diameter and measures a 

depth of 820ft. We plumped to do some off road driving around the perimeter as it was just too hot 

to walk down into the abyss. It’s well worth a visit and having a picnic watching a sandstorm rolling 

in from the distance is a memory that won’t be forgotten in a while.  

 

What famous landmarks are in the area? Did you have any special experiences during your trip in 

this area? 

We had several experiences planned for this trip and we actually managed to achieve most of them I 

would say.  

In Ta’if we did manage to find a lovely little provincial Rose Factory where we could buy various Rose 

based products at very reasonable prices and as a bonus we got to eat prickly pear harvested from 

the bushes nearby. We had been told that the fruit stalls by the side of the road as you leave Ta’if 

are well worth a visit and they really were. Friendly stall holders, lots of amazing fruits and very 

lovely chai tea and honey. You’re advised to stock up on fruits to feed the baboons that live by the 

side of the road in the Hejaz Mountains. They are a popular attraction and a great start to the 3 hour 

journey to Jeddah.  

It has to be said that the twisty turny road that takes you from Ta’if to Jeddah is pretty impressive. 

It’s a photo opportunity a minute as you pick your way through the Hejaz Mountains on the hairpin 

roads that run beneath the Al Hada cable car. You can still make out the original camel caravan 

routes as you make your way down the mountain. 

You pick up the Telefric Al Hada (cable car) from the very tired looking Ramada Hotel in Ta’if. It’s not 

cheap but it’s worth making the effort to do it and the toboggan ride at the bottom is great fun. I’m 

not one for heights but I felt safe and thoroughly enjoyed the amazing views of the mountains and 

the road beneath us. 

 

Are there any entertainment centres / shops / restaurants you would recommend? 

Ta’if had a couple of large Malls near to the hotel that we were staying at which were perfectly 

pleasant. On our first night in there the hotel receptionist recommended that we try the Al Safy café 

and restaurant. We duly took her advice and considering we were a party of 6 adults and 6 children, 

without a booking, we managed to get seated and eat some very nice food al fresco in lovely stylish 

surroundings. I would have loved to have gone to the Souq Okaz but at the time of travelling it didn’t 

seem like a wise idea what with the Coronavirus still being quite prevalent. Next time hopefully.   



Jeddah is a vibrant and happening place and I would liked to have spent more time within the city 

but once again we erred on the side of caution and stayed beach side for the majority of the trip. 

One of the times that we travelled into the city our whole party went for a meal at the Park Hyatt 

Hotel. We were advised to go there so that we could sit outside and watch the famous King Fahad’s 

Fountain from across the water. Unfortunately we were unlucky with the weather and it was too 

windy to be safe for the 312m fountain to operate however, we did have a lovely meal at the Park 

Hyatt in delightful surroundings. 

The Jeddah Corniche on the Red Sea has a great cosmopolitan feel to it and it’s well worth a visit 

there around dusk to see the lovely sunset and photograph various ‘floating’ mosques. There is a 

great family vibe with lots of interesting sculptures decorating the promenade. We’d really like to go 

back when it’s cooler weather and life is a bit more Covid free. Jeddah’s old town looks absolutely 

fascinating too. It also has a great vibe but we timed it wrong, we were there when it was dark so we 

didn’t get to see the old buildings in their best light and it was very busy. Ordinarily that wouldn’t be 

a problem, as we absolutely love Souks, but as we were trying to be cautious, we decided to play it 

safe and make it a fleeting visit. It was a good taster though and we plan to return in the future. 

 

What advice can you share with fellow tourists interested in visiting this area? 

Go with an open mind. Lowering your expectations slightly will help to make your time holidaying in 

the Kingdom all the more enjoyable. Try to remember that tourists from other countries are a very 

new concept and it’s going to take them some time catch up with our expectations.  

Fill up on fuel whenever you can, you never know when there will be a petrol station and there are 

some long old stretches of road out there. You often find a mosque at a petrol station, aim for it if 

you’re need of a visit to the bathroom (don’t forget your loo roll!) 

For parents and children to stay happy on a long road trip your car needs to contain – lots of water, a 

permanent picnic, plenty of snacks, toilet rolls, pillows to sleep on or have fights with and some good 

audio books and Spotify playlists. 

Beware the sudden weather changes in this region. We had thunderstorms and rain downpours 

come at us from nowhere and a pretty spectacular sandstorm which we drove through near to the 

Al Wahbah Crater. It was daylight when it arrived and night time when we popped out the other 

side! Not for the faint hearted but an experience, like many others, that we will look back on and 

smile at I’m sure. 

It’s great to go on a road trip with friends and experience the ups and downs of a staycation in Saudi 

Arabia. We laughed off the frustrations of having difficulty getting towels wherever we stayed, trying 

to get off a crazy roundabout in Ta’if, nearly being blown off the Jetty at the Sheraton Red Sea 

Resort and waiting with great anticipation for a crazily high fountain to never actually appear. We 

have great memories of the walkie talkie banter between the cars as we travelled in convoy for 

hours across this country, drinking delicious Chai Tea in the cooling mountains of Ta’if, snorkelling in 

the Red Sea and going off piste around the awe inspiring Crater. I can’t wait to explore some more of 

this eclectic country again. 



























 


