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This dog needed me. He won’t let me 
alone because he’s so afraid I’m going 
to leave him. He watches me all the 
time. If you can believe it, someone 
dumped Snookey and it took two weeks 
for the dog control officer to catch him. 
Why would anyone do that? I can talk 
to Snooky and he understands every-
thing I’m saying.

In 2017, Stella 2 passed and I adopted another old girl, 
Stella 3, who passed in September. I called Pam again 
this October and she said, ‘I’ve got an 11-year-old dog 
but no one wants to adopt him because he has a skin 
problem.’ I drove up from Indian Lake right away to 
take a look at him. When I met the dog for the first 
time, he came roaring over and put his feet up on 
my shoulders and licked my face. I said, He’s mine! 
I named him Snookey but I often call him Hey You. 
He’s the first male dog I’ve adopted so I couldn’t name 
him Stella.  

When I first got Snookey he didn’t have any hair on 
his tail, it was like a rat’s tail. And when I brushed 
him there was a sea of dandruff. But now, with medi-
cine from the vet, all his hair has grown back. He’s a 
big guy, 80 lbs., but that’s not fat. He’s pure muscle.  

Celebrating Eugene Fitzmaier

Eugene Fitzmaier will celebrate his 99th birthday 
on December 31st. Over the past 5 years he has 
adopted three old dogs from our shelter, dogs who 
had very little chance of finding a loving home. 
Pam Rock, the shelter manager, says, “It is the rare 
person who is willing to adopt a very senior dog 
but Gene understands that these dogs need him.” 

“I just love dogs,” says Gene. “I’ve always had dogs 
since I was a boy. I choose older dogs because of my 
old age—I want to be sure the dog goes before me.

After Stella 1 passed in 2015, I called Pam and said, 
I need another dog. I’m lonely. And she said, ‘How 
did you know that I have a 10-year-old dog at the 
shelter? She needs you because she won’t eat at 
the shelter.’

All the dogs I’ve adopted seem so grateful. When I’ve 
left the shelter I put the dog in my truck and I’m 
talking all the way home. I guess I have the right kind 
of voice for talking to dogs. By the time I get home, 
the dog is in my lap and has figured out that this is 
home. When I let Snookey out of the truck he ran 
right to the house and waited for me to open the door. 
He knew he was home. He so wanted a home. When 
I move around the house, he stays right with me. He 
doesn’t want to be away from me. I love Snookey. I’ve 
loved all my dogs.

See there on the table. Those boxes have the ashes of 
my 3 Stellas, and Lucky, a dog I got from a shelter in 
Rome, NY. I’ve told the undertaker that when I die 
you better be sure to have my dogs’ ashes in the coffin 
or otherwise I’ll come back and haunt him.” Happy birthday, Gene, and thank you!
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