
Notes from “He Came from Hollywood” 

Return to Life by Jim B. Tucker, pp. 88-119 

p. 88 • 5 yr old seemed to have memories of a past life.  Talked about going home to Hollywood.  Would cry 

and plead for Cyndi (mom) to take him to see his other family.  

• When playing would shout “action!” and direct imaginary movies.  Had nightmares about not being 

able to breathe; he’d wake up and grab his chest.  Said when in Hollywood, his chest had exploded.  

• Wanted to tell Cyndi what it was like to die:  describes awesome bright light, everyone comes back, 

knew Cyndi before and picked her to be his mother. 

p. 89. Mom got books from library about Hollywood. Saw a picture from a 2932 movie, Night After Night. 

Pointed to one man and said “that’s George. We did a picture together.   

• And there’s me.  I found me.”  

• No names, but George turned out to be George Raft, an actor who often played gangsters.  

• He talked about a friend who was a cowboy and made cigarette commercials.  Parents discovered 

Gordon Nance, who later became Wild Bill Elliott in Westerns and a spokesman for Viceroy 

cigarettes.  

• Talked about a scene in the movie of a closet full of guns.  Mom found it on YouTube.  

• Said he had lived in a big house with a swimming pool; had tried to talk to Marilyn Monroe at a 

party, but studio guys wouldn’t let you get near her.  

• Ryan described some events that happened while mom was pregnant with him. He said he saw it 

from heaven.  

• The man who Ryan said he was had no lines in the movie and was not in the credits.  (It was Mae 

West’s film debut.)  

• Ryan said the reason he came back was that he didn’t spend enough time with his family in that 

life. He forgot that love was the most important thing.  

• Kids in kindergarten made fun of him because he talked so much about Hollywood.  

• Talked about Senator Five, a nasty man, and an agency where people changed their names.  

• Also remembered doing a tap dance with 2 buddies on Broadway.   

p. 92. Trip to a play in this life in Branson, Missouri:  booed a clip of Franklin Roosevelt; muttered about 

“the damn Japs.”  

p. 93.  Jim went to Oklahoma to meet family. Ryan was almost 6.  Cyndi had kept notes of what he said:  

• I used to be big; now I’m little. About Hollywood if he saw a picture:  That’s my home. That’s where 

I belong.  

• One time he said, “I just can’t live in these conditions. My last home was much better.”  

p. 94:  things he remembered: mother with curly brown hair; sister; daughter whose mother put her hair in 

pigtails or ponytail.  Also 3 children he brought coloring books to.  He drove a green car and his wife had a 

nice black one.  

• Saw an outdoor café that he said reminded him of Paris. Said he’d been to the Eiffel Tower in Paris.  

Also China and New York.  “When are you going to listen to me? I have seen the world.”  



p. 95. Said he couldn’t wait to get big and dance with ladies on a big boat. That’s how you see the world, he 

said.  Said you had to use chopsticks in China, and he was proficient with them when family went to 

Chinese restaurant.  

• Talked about getting “skin burns” in Hollywood.  Cried about being “homesick.”  

• Said his street had Rock or Mount in it. Said he saw his parents from Heaven; picked his mom and 

came back to take care of her. He knew that she had wanted a girl and was disappointed when a 

test told her it would be a boy. She cried for a long time.  

• The TV crew thought they knew the man, and took Ryan to his home in Hollywood, but he did not 

react to it.  It was the wrong man.  6 weeks later, an archival consultant finally found who the man 

was—Marty Martin.  Found out his real name and some facts, and was able to speak with his 

daughter.  

• Ryan had some psychic abilities.  See p. 113.  

• See pages 103-119 for more details.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


