
 

 

 

 

COVID-19      RESOURCES FOR SMALL BUSINESS 

Updated March 30, 2020 

California is acting with urgency to address the needs of small business owners impacted by 

COVID-19. The following resources are available right now for small businesses in California:    

Economic Injury Disaster Loans 

• The US Small Business Administration (SBA) is providing Economic Injury Disaster Loans 

that are now available in all California counties as of March 18th. These are working capital 

loans to help small businesses, small agricultural cooperatives, small businesses engaged in 

aquaculture, and most private, non-profit organizations of all sizes meet their ordinary 

and necessary financial obligations that cannot be met as a direct result of the disaster.  

• Loans are available for up to $2 million.  

• Loan terms are for a maximum of 30 years and the first installment does not happen until 

one year after approval.  

• Information to apply can be found here: https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela 

Small Business Loan Guarantee Program  

• California IBank has a Small Business Loan Guarantee Program for guarantees currently 

up to $1 million and a micro lending program for loans up to $10,000 with 

accommodations for disasters. The program is run through local mission based lenders, 

the Financial Development Corporations: Small Business Finance Center   

State Treasurer Small Business Loan Program 

• The California Treasurer’s Office has a small business loan program with special disaster 

assistance that is used extensively by the Community Financial Development Institution 

community: CalCAP 

Tax Filing Deadlines 

Filing deadlines have been extended on state and federal income taxes, as well as state payroll 

taxes: 

https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ibank.ca.gov%2Fsmall-business-finance-center%2F&data=01%7C01%7CBrian.Ferguson%40CalOES.ca.gov%7C125216d432084d86218a08d7c55d423b%7Cebf268ae303647149f69c9fd0e9dc6b9%7C1&sdata=uAccb%2BYHt8Mk4MxIbsIlxSml%2BWSCLiE1Jaw9Zuc5bCQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.treasurer.ca.gov/cpcfa/calcap/index.asp
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• State Income Taxes: The deadline for filing personal and corporate income taxes has been 

extended to July 15, 2020. The Franchise Tax Board’s COVID-19 webpage has important 

information about filing state income taxes: 

https://www.ftb.ca.gov/aboutftb/newsroom/covid-19/index.html  

• Federal Income Taxes: The deadline for filing federal personal and corporate income taxes 

has been extended to July 15, 2020. The IRS has established a special section to assist 

taxpayers, businesses, and individuals impacted by coronavirus: www.irs.gov/coronavirus  

• State Payroll Taxes: Employers experiencing a hardship as a result of COVID-19 may 

request from the EDD an extension of up to 60 days to file their state payroll reports 

and/or deposit state payroll taxes without penalty or interest. A written request for an 

extension must be received within 60 days from the original delinquent date of the 

payment or return. For questions, employers may call the EDD Taxpayer Assistance 

Center toll-free from the U.S. or Canada at 1-888-745-3886. More information on how 

to request the extension and other services through EDD is available at: www.edd.ca.gov  

Technical Assistance  

There are local and state resources to provide technical assistance through phone counseling:  

• Local small business assistance centers through this Technical Assistance can provide small 

businesses and nonprofits free one-on-one business counseling and training, including the 

discussion of options for accessing capital.  Find a local TA Provider: Click Here  

• The California Office of the Small Business Advocate under GoBiz is available to help 

businesses identify resources and obtain answers to key questions: Click Here 

 

The CARES Act 

We are pleased to see federal action through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 

(CARES) Act, passed on March 27, 2020.  The CARES Act includes key provisions to provide 

relief for small business owners:   

• Paycheck Protection Program - $350 billion in funding to provide small businesses 

and other entities with zero-fee loans of up to $10 million. Up to 8 weeks of average 

payroll and other costs will be forgiven if the business retains its employees and their 

salary levels.  

• Emergency Economic Injury Grants - $10 billion in funding to provide an advance of 

$10,000 to small businesses and nonprofits that apply for an SBA economic injury disaster 

loan (EIDL) within three days of applying for the loan. The EIDL grant does not need to 

be repaid and may be used to provide paid sick leave to employees, maintaining payroll, 

https://www.ftb.ca.gov/aboutftb/newsroom/covid-19/index.html
http://www.irs.gov/coronavirus
http://www.edd.ca.gov/
http://static.business.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/2019-TA-Providers-Guide.pdf
https://business.ca.gov/advantages/small-business-innovation-and-entrepreneurship/how-we-can-help/
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meet increased production costs due to supply chain disruptions, or pay business 

obligations, including debts, rent and mortgage payments. 

• Debt Relief for Existing and New SBA Borrowers - The stimulus includes $17 

billion in funding to provide immediate relief to small businesses that currently have 

certain SBA loans. SBA will cover all loan payments for existing SBA borrowers, including 

principal, interest, and fees, for six months. This relief will also be available to new 

borrowers who take out an SBA loan within six months after the President signs the bill.  

California will be working closely with our federal partners to ensure immediate roll out of this 

stimulus package.  

Association Resources  

The following state business associations have resources and tracking pages:  

• CalChamber  

• California Restaurant Association  

• National Federation of Small Business 

 

Additional Background 

• The Governor has established one website for updates on COVID-19: 

https://covid19.ca.gov/ 

• Our offices have received a number of inquiries around essentials services and whether 

certain businesses fall under the definition of essential services.  Here is the most up to 

date guidance that addresses these questions Click Here 

• CalOES has set up this email, contributions@caloes.ca.gov, to receive all requests related 

to businesses or non-profits who want to donate or contract for supplies and equipment 

to assist with California’s COVID-19 Response. 

https://advocacy.calchamber.com/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.calrest.org/coronavirus-resources
https://www.nfib.com/content/analysis/coronavirus/latest-on-coronavirus-from-nfib/?roi=echo4-41803279913-98684579-2bcc13840bb839e014517e37fcf64367&utm_campaign=eNews03192020&utm_source=eNews-CA&utm_medium=Email
https://covid19.ca.gov/
https://covid19.ca.gov/img/EssentialCriticalInfrastructureWorkers.pdf
mailto:contributions@caloes.ca.gov

