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Archbishop Jerome Listecki sat down to 
address the sexual abuse scandal in the 
Church.

             u  PAGE 9

St. Alphonsus leaders earn praise 
for quick thinking after a suspicious 
package was found.

           u  PAGE 5

Q&Ap  Attendees at the vigil for 
reparation at the Cathedral of  
St. John the Evangelist on  
Saturday, Sept. 15, light candles.  
(Photo by Pete Fenelon)

Quick Thinking
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It’s a feeling every Catholic knows. 

It starts in the knee bones, a twinge 
that creeps slowly through the rest of 
the body. First the legs, then the lower 
back, and finally the shoulders — soon 
all are weary with a dull, aching tension.

It’s the feeling of having knelt for a 
great length of time, bowed in prayer 
— of supplication, perhaps, or of 
repentance — but bowed all the same.

It is a feeling that is being experienced 
by the Catholic Church these days, as 
lay faithful, clergy and bishops struggle 
to make sense of this so-called “summer 
of sorrows,” where a lack of institutional 
transparency — current and historical 
— has brought great pain to so many. 
But it’s also being experienced in a 
literal sense, as vigils of reparation are 
being held throughout the nation. From 
Philadelphia to Madison to Des Moines, 
bishops are gathering with their flock 
before the Blessed Sacrament to beg 
Christ’s consolation for his wounded 
bride, the Holy Catholic Church.

It was the Archdiocese of Milwaukee’s 
turn last Saturday evening, when a vigil 

Vigil Attendees Come 
to Pray for Church
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“As a shepherd tends his flock when he 
finds himself among his scattered sheep, 
so will I tend my sheep.” (Ezekiel 34:12a) 

The image of the shepherd in the sacred 
Scriptures is that of one who protects, 
guides and unifies the flock. The 
shepherd is not some distant authority, 
who rules by decree; rather, he is one 
who knows his sheep, calls them by 
name, leads them to verdant pastures, 
and defends them, even to the point of 
laying down his life. He seeks the lost, 
binds the wounds, and leads the flock 
along the right path.

Jesus identifies himself as the true 
shepherd of the flock. “I am the good 
shepherd. A good shepherd lays down 
his life for the sheep.” (John 10:11) Jesus 
spent his ministry healing, preaching 
and teaching. He tended to the needs 
of the flock. When his hour came, Jesus 
laid down his life for his sheep. He took 
upon himself the sins of the world, and 
accepted death on a cross.

After his resurrection, Jesus appeared 
to the Apostles and commissioned them 
to be shepherds for his Church. On 
the shore of the Sea of Galilee, Jesus 
addressed Simon Peter, who had denied 
him three times. Three times, Jesus 
asked him, “Simon Peter, son of John, 
do you love me?” Peter professed his 
love for Jesus three times, each time 
receiving words of commission from 
Jesus: “Feed my lambs;” “Tend my 
sheep;” “Feed my sheep.” (John 21:15-19)

The successors of the Apostles, the 
bishops, have received that same 
commission — to feed the people with 
the Word of God and the sacraments, 
and to guide and protect them along 
the path that leads to holiness and 
salvation. The shepherding role of 
bishops is a sacred duty, but what 
happens when bishops fail to carry out 
that commission? 

Sacred Scripture laments those 
charged with the responsibility of 
shepherding the flock, who prove 
themselves unworthy shepherds: “Woe 
to the shepherds of Israel who have 
been pasturing themselves! Should not 
shepherds, rather pasture sheep? You 
have fed off their milk, worn their wool 
and slaughtered the fatlings, but the 
sheep you have not pastured. You did 
not strengthen the weak nor heal the 
sick nor bind up the injured. You did not 
bring back the strayed nor seek the lost, 
but you lorded it over them harshly and 
brutally.” (Ezekiel 34: 2b-4)

The recent news stories concerning the 
grand jury investigation of sexual abuse 
by the clergy and cover-ups by bishops 
in Pennsylvania and the allegations 
about the predatory activities of 
Archbishop McCarrick have left us 
angered, saddened and disgusted. That 
priests and bishops have been involved 
in criminal activity undermines the 
moral authority of the Church and 
hinders the mission of evangelization. 
Some members of the hierarchy charged 
with shepherding the flock have 
failed to protect the most vulnerable, 
choosing to protect the institution over 
the individual. These tragic events 
underscore the need to do all that we 
can do to protect the most vulnerable 
among us. 

How can we assure the faithful that 
the bishops will be held accountable? 
Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, president 
of the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, along with 
Archbishop José Gomez, vice president 
of the Conference, and Cardinal Sean 
O’Malley, president of the Pontifical 
Commission for the Protection of 
Minors, recently met with Pope Francis 
to present the bishops’ plan to respond 
to the sexual abuse crisis. First, this 
plan includes a full investigation of 
questions surrounding Archbishop 
McCarrick, including an Apostolic 
Visitation working in concert with an 
independent lay commission chosen 
for expertise and forensic skills, and 
empowered to act. Second, this plan 
will work on building mechanisms 
that will make the reporting of abuse 
and misconduct by bishops easier. 
Third, this plan will advocate for better 
procedures to resolve complaints 
against members of the hierarchy. An 
essential criterion for making this 
happen will be substantial involvement 
of the lay people, who bring expertise in 
the areas of psychology, investigation, 
law enforcement and other relevant 
skills and disciplines into the process. 
Indications are that the meeting with 
the Holy Father yielded positive and 
fruitful results. 

Along with the plan proposed above, it 
is of the upmost importance that the 
bishops maintain strict adherence to the 
Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People (known as the “Dallas 
Charter,” which was established in 2002 
and revised in 2005, 2011 and 2018). 
The Charter has proven to be extremely 
effective in the protection of children 
and young people against sexual abuse 
by clergy. However, it is essential to 
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It takes a lot of behind-the-scenes work 
to stage the Mount Mary University 
campus on the day of the Soles for 
Catholic Education Walk each fall. 
From storing and transporting supplies 
in the days before the event to setting 
up tents, tables and chairs in the 
morning before the walkers arrive, 
organizers rely on a dedicated group 
of volunteers to make the fundraiser a 
success for the Catholic schools of the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee.

One of those groups has been with the 
walk from the beginning. Back in 2013, 
when then-organizer Jenny Moyer 
needed some help with the logistics of 
set-up and tear-down for the first Soles 
Walk, she turned to family friend and 
fellow St. Mary’s Visitation parishioner 
Jerry Kelly, owner of Kelmann 
Restoration in Wauwatosa.

Kelly’s son Tom admitted that the 
family “didn’t know what we were 
getting into” at the time — but Jerry 
immediately volunteered himself, Tom, 
Tom’s then-fiancee Erin, and a team 
of employees to assist with whatever 
organizers needed. 

“We kind of fell into it that first year,” 
said Tom Kelly, now president of 
Kelmann Restoration. Their crew of 
four showed up to the Cousins Center 
bright and early that first Saturday 
morning to help load and transport 
supplies to the Mount Mary campus, 
then hurried over to Wauwatosa to 
help with set-up and stayed through 
the event to assist with clean-up. 

“It was amazing just to see the number 
of people involved. It was a newer 
event, and just to see the dedication 
of the families and how excited all the 
different schools get — it was really 

a the-faith-is-alive type of moment,” 
said Kelly, himself a proud graduate 
of Catholic schools — St. Mary’s 
Visitation grade school, Marquette 
University High School and Marquette 
University class of 2010. 

Five years later, the walk has become 
a beloved annual tradition for Tom 
and Erin Kelly. This year, the couple 
joined the fundraising committee, but 
they’re still getting their hands dirty 
on the morning of the event. In the 
days leading up to the walk, Kelmann 
Restoration stores supplies at its 
warehouse in Wauwatosa, and their 
team of employee helpers has grown to 
about 10 who participate in the labor-
intensive work of set-up and tear-down. 

“We’re the behind-the-scenes crew,” 
said Kelly. “We tell the organizers, 

‘We’ll do whatever they want.’ We know 
the drill, and every year we tweak 
it a little bit. That first year, we had 
about four pallets of water, and we put 
everything out at all the stations along 
the way. Well, it was a cooler fall day, 
and people weren’t drinking it, and at 
the end, we ended up putting about 
three-and-a-half pallets back onto the 
trucks. Now we know. You watch the 
weather, you try to guess — you learn 
the event.”

Soles Walk coordinator Marcy Stone 
calls the Kelmann team “an invaluable 
part” of the walk’s success, not just 
on the day of the event but on the 
Thursday prior and the Monday 
after, when the Kellys donate their 
employees’ time to help transport 
supplies.

“As we are always short on volunteers 
to help with the Soles Walk, the 
manpower they provide is truly a 
blessing,” she said. “I don’t know what 
we would do without their employees 
on-site on Walk day to drop off tents, 
tables, chairs and water along the Walk 
route, and then to pick everything 
back up after the Walk is complete. In 
addition, they are always smiling and 
friendly while making our lives easier 
and supporting Catholic education.”

Kelly said that Kelmann’s assistance 
with the Soles Walk is typical for the 
family-owned business, which has 
operated in the Wauwatosa area for 45 
years. “My dad and his partner, Dick 
Niggemann, were the guys people 
called when they didn’t know who to 
call for help,” he said.

During his time this year on the 
fundraising committee, Kelly said he’s 
gotten to see a different side of the 
preparations. 

“Seeing the donors and companies and 
families and different people that give 
money — it’s amazing, the support,” 
he said. “They don’t bat an eye at it. 
‘What do you need, where do we send 
the check?’ That’s amazing to me 
as a future father of hopefully many 
children at Catholic schools. You really 
leave on fire for the faith.” 

And the Kellys will have a special 
helper at this year’s walk — their 
11-month-old daughter, Clare.

“Five years ago, I was there as an 
engaged person, and then I was newly 
married, and now I’ll be pushing a 
stroller,” he said. “As the walk has 
grown, I have, too.” 

Volunteers are always needed for the 
Soles Walk. For more information, visit 
catholicschoolswalk.org/volunteer.

Kelmann Team Aids Soles Walk Behind the Scenes

p Tom and Erin Kelly, along with 11-month-old Clare and their dog Mollie, are getting ready 
for the Soles Walk for Catholic Education, which will be held Oct. 20 at Mt. Mary University. 
(Submitted photo)
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of reparation was held at the Cathedral 
of St. John the Evangelist — “for the sins 
of the Bishops of the Church; Shepherds 
who have led their sheep astray,” read 
the program. The evening was presented 
by the archdiocese in collaboration with 
Arise ministries. 

In attendance were Archbishop Jerome 
Listecki, Auxiliary Bishops Jeffrey 
Haines and James Schuerman and 
Bishop Emeritus Richard Sklba, as 
well as many priests of the archdiocese. 
All were clothed in a simple white alb, 
cincture and purple stole — a simple, 
outward sign of humility and penance. 

They processed wordlessly together 
down the aisle of the Cathedral as the 
congregation fell under a candlelit hush.

Attendees said they had come to pray for 
the Church and to support the priests of 
the archdiocese. 

“I came to support my bishop,” said 
Samantha Tennies, who attended with 
her husband. “I think what the world 
needs most today is prayer. All healing 
and all change begin with prayer.”

Barb Klind attended with her husband 
and young daughter. “It was really 
important for us to come as a family, to 
support the priests that we know are 
good and holy. We know so many good 
priests, and this is devastating for all of 
them,” she said. “Our church needs as 
many prayers as we can give right now.”

Bob Duthie, a parishioner at St. Lucy 
and St. Sebastian parishes, attended 
with Rosett Mouannes. They heard 
about the vigil from Mouannes’ son, Fr. 
Nabil Mouannes, who assists at St. Lucy 
and St. Sebastian and shepherds the 
Maronite community at the St. Sharbel 
Mission. Fr. Mouannes joined his brother 
priests in the sanctuary for the evening. 

“I think that this is an opportunity of 
cleansing, frankly,” said Duthie. “I think 
it’s also an opportunity for the laity to 
express their feelings.”

Duthie said that he has been praying 
daily for the Church as it faces this trial, 
and said that he hopes the clergy “will 
take this matter very, very seriously” and 
that Church leadership will “move the 
Church forward with the greatest degree 
of sensitivity toward the victims.”

But however difficult the revelations of 

sexual abuse and their cover-up has been, 
Duthie said that he remains steadfast in 
his faith. “We don’t abandon our Church 
in times of need. We support it. And it’s in 
need more than ever of our support.”

That was a sentiment echoed by 
Archbishop Listecki in his homily later 
on in the evening. 

“You should know three things about me 
as I stand here before you,” he said. “First 
and foremost, I’m a believer. I believe in 
the testimony that Jesus Christ gives us, 
I believe in the love that he offers us. I 
believe that there is yet a world to come 
and we will be held accountable for our 
actions in this world. 

“Second — I love the Church. I’m not 
talking about the brick and mortar that 
makes up the institutions — I’m talking 
about the brothers and sisters who 
through their baptism come together 
to profess that person of Jesus Christ 
in this world, who live as a testimony to 
Jesus in this world.

“And third — I know that I have 
confidence that God — Christ — will not 
abandon us. He is with us yesterday and 
today and forever.”

But because of that belief and love and 
confidence, he added, “I accept the 
collective responsibility of the Church 
that committed sin, of the individuals 
that like the weeds planted in the good 
soil, emerged and took advantage of 
those individuals who are innocent.”

For this, the archbishop said, “we can 
never apologize enough.” The current 
crisis arises from “a loss of the sense of 
the rootedness of the presence of God 
in the doings and exchanges of our 
community.”

He urged Catholics not to let their anger 
“be new seeds planted in the ground next 
to the weeds,” referring to the evening’s 
Gospel message from Matthew. 

“What we have to do is understand ... 
what we should cultivate. We cultivate 
the wheat, which is life-giving. The 
wheat, which feeds us. The wheat, which 
is represented here at the altar in the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. We cannot take 
our angers and our righteous indignation 
and our shame and bury them into the 
ground next to the wheat. What made 
the weeds so dangerous is they looked so 
much like the wheat.”

u  VIGIL, FROM PAGE 1
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Principal Mary Stallmann has seen a 
lot in her many years in schools, but in 
her first year at St. Alphonsus School 
in Greendale, she encountered a crisis 
situation. 

Shortly after 9 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 
13, a kitchen staff worker found a box, 
taped close with the words “lime green 
paper” scribbled across the top, near 
the back entrance of the school. The 
box was not next to the doors, but in an 
alcove of the entrance. 

“The location is what made us 
suspicious,” Stallmann said. “It 

wasn’t in front of the doors, and it 
wasn’t at the main entrance, and 
most people know to go around to the 
front entrance of the school to drop 
something off. It had no label from 
Amazon or anything.”

She immediately called the Greendale 
Police Department, who then called 
in the sheriff’s department and their 
bomb-sniffing dogs. Throughout this 
process, the school was put on hold, 
meaning the children returned to their 
classrooms of origin, all doors were 
locked and all blinds were closed. 

At 10:30 a.m., Stallmann and her team 
decided to evacuate the school. In the 

school’s crisis plan, students are to be 
evacuated to Greendale High School. 

“We worked hard to make sure this was 
not a scary situation for them as best 
as we could, and we tried to reassure 
them,” she said. 

Once all students were secure at the 
high school, Stallmann contacted 
parents through the school information 
system to pick up their kids from the 
high school for the day.

Stallmann received an all-clear from  
the sheriff and police departments at 
11:30 a.m. 

The box was full of lime green paper, 

and was not a threat. 

The situation turned out well because 
the school has a very extensive crisis 
plan for all situations. It’s important 
that every school has an up-to-date 
crisis plan and their teachers and staff 
know what the crisis plan is, Stallmann 
said.  

“You should practice as much as you 
can for a crisis situation,” Stallmann 
said. “Our situation ended well because 
the staff had done enough practicing 
in recent years. If everybody knows 
what to do, there’s a sense of order and 
control and everyone else can pick up 
on that, including the students.”

St. Alphonsus School Responds Cautiously to Suspicious Package
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W1188 Rome Road - Rubicon - September 30, 11AM to 4PM

Swiss Steak and Ham Dinner
Served with Mashed Potatoes, Vegetables, Rolls, Jell-O, 

Rubicon’s Homemade Coleslaw, Cakes and Tortes

Baskets from the Heart Raffl  e • Beer Garden • Live Music  
Sweet Shop • Quilts • Crafts • Plants • Hand Sewn Items  

Country Goods • Games • Bargain Basement 

Questions - Contact Randy Gehring at 920-625-3895
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St. John’s Church

W1188 Rome Road - Rubicon - September 24 2017, 11AM to 4PM

Swiss Steak and Ham Dinner
Served with Mashed Potatoes, Vegetables, Rolls, Jell-O,  

Rubicon’s Homemade Coleslaw, Cakes and Tortes

Baskets from the Heart Raffle • Beer Garden • Live Music   
Sweet Shop • Quilts • Crafts • Plants • Hand Sewn Items   

Country Goods • Games • Bargain Basement 

Questions - Contact Randy Gehring at 920-625-3895

FREE
ROSARY
…from 

Medjugorje

Send self-addressed large
envelope with $3 CASH ONLY

for postage to:
P.O. Box 990157
Naples, FL 34116

Pumpkins  Home-made salsa  Raffles  
Fresh bakery  Chili lunch 

Specialty vendors of gifts and crafts 

2462 N Prospect Ave  Milwaukee, WI 53202  
414.224.9700  www.milwaukeecatholichome.org 

Celebrating the produce from Clare Gardens, our  
farm-to-table community garden! 

Milwaukee Catholic Home’s 

FALL HARVEST  
FESTIVAL 2018 

The Residence at 2462 N. Prospect Avenue 

Thursday, October 4th,  
10 am - 3 pm 

Queen of Apostles

Fish Fry
4:30-7:30 p.m.

N35W23360 Capitol Dr. Pewaukee

Remaining 2018 dates: Sept. 21, Oct. 19, Nov. 9
2019 Fish Fries: Feb. 8, March 8, March 29, May 10

Serving baked or fried cod:
1 piece $6; 2 piece $10; 3 piece $11 

12 piece fried shrimp $11. Combo 6 shrimp & 2 fish $12
Grilled cheese $3

All dinners include French fries, coleslaw, rye bread,  
and homemade desserts. Beer, wine, and soda for 

purchase.

COLLEEN JURKIEWICZ
CATHOLIC HERALD STAFF

Next month, Milwaukee will welcome 
hundreds of members of an ancient 
Catholic order whose mission it is to 
support a Christian presence in the 
Holy Land.

The Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre of Jerusalem North Central 
Lieutenancy will be holding its annual 
meeting at the Hilton Milwaukee 
on Oct. 19-22. The centerpiece of 
the weekend’s activities will be the 
investiture of 78 new members of 
the Order — 23 of them from the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee.

New members from Milwaukee will 
include Auxiliary Bishops the Most 
Rev. Jeffrey Haines and the Most Rev. 
Jim Schuermann, as well as Rev. Peter 
Berger, Very Rev. John Hemsing, Rev. 
Kenneth Omernick, Very Rev. David 
Reith, Rev. Msgr. Ross Schecterle, 
Zabrina Decker, Edward Lenn, Jon 
and Libby Baranko, Kevin and Vicki 
Kalnins, James and Julie Lenahan, 
Thomas and Patrice Linn, Jay and 
Kiara Mack, Lincoln and Mary Oro, and 
Edwin and Patricia Stuckey.

The Order’s North Central Lieutenancy 
is one of nine lieutenancies in the 
United States, and spans Wisconsin, 
Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, Ohio and 
Kentucky. The annual meeting serves 
not only as an opportunity for the 
lieutenancy to gather in fellowship 
and to invest its new members, but 
to “deepen our commitment to the 
mission of the Order and our own lives 
of prayer,” said Lydia LoCoco, who with 
her husband Frank is the weekend’s 
Host Couple.

“The experience of my first conference 
and the witness of the members really 

clarified the importance and immediacy 
of this work in the Holy Land,” she said.

The Order has its historical roots 
in the First Crusade, and today has 
the distinction of being the only 
lay institution of the Vatican State 
charged with the task of providing for 
the needs of the Latin Patriarchate 
of Jerusalem. The Order funds more 
than 90 percent of the patriarchal 
institutions — about 60 parishes and 40 
schools who serve the 150,000 Catholics 
in Jordan, Palestine, Israel and Cyprus. 
On average, the student breakdown 
of patriarchal schools is 60 percent 
Christian and 40 percent Muslim.

Members of the Order view themselves 
as the successors of the Knights of the 
Crusades, dedicated to the defense 
of the vulnerable, works of charity, 
the propagation of the faith and the 
promotion of economic well-being and 
human rights for Christians in the Holy 
Land.

Criteria for membership in the Order is 
stringent, and the invitation to join is 
considered a high honor. Lay members 
are accorded the title of “knight” or 

Equestrian Order to Meet  
in Milwaukee Next Month

p Most Rev. Michael Louis Fitzgerald, MAfr., 
will be a guest speaker at the Equestrian Order 
of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem North 
Central Lieutenancy’s annual meeting Oct. 19-
22 in Milwaukee. (Submitted photo)

EVENT HIGHLIGHT

u  READ MORE PAGE 14
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MADELINE ZUKOWSKI 
CATHOLIC HERALD STAFF

Students at St. Joseph School in 
Grafton experienced a reality check 
earlier this month when they heard 
Thomas Awiapo speak. 

He grew up with no electricity, no 
running water and no parents, and 
without birth records, he doesn’t even 
have a birthday.

“When people ask me how old I am, I 
tell them I’m ageless,” he said. 

Awiapo, who now works for Catholic 
Relief Services in Ghana, his country 
of origin, visited St. Joseph in Grafton 
to thank the students for their 
contributions to the Catholic Relief 
Services Rice Bowl this past Lent. This 
year, the Archdiocese of Milwaukee 
raised a record-breaking $165,471 for 
the CRS Rice Bowl. St. Joseph Parish 
and School in Grafton raised the most in 
the archdiocese: almost $10,000. 

Awiapo told the students about growing 
up with no parents, and how his three 
brothers and himself fought and cried 
over food. They went to bed so hungry 
they couldn’t sleep. His two youngest 
brothers died of malnourishment and his 
older brother left the village to search for 
food. That was 37 years ago, and Awiapo 
has not heard from his brother since. 

However, Awiapo remained in his village 
in Ghana, and soon Catholic Relief 
Services came. They built a new school 
and put in place their Food to Education 
Program. This program gives education 
to the most vulnerable children in 
places like Ghana. A small meal is given 
every day in exchange for students’ 
enrollment and attendance at school. 

“Catholic Relief Services started 
tricking children to go to school. I think 
they tricked me,” Awiapo said with a 
laugh. “The trick was simple. Every 
morning, Catholic Relief Services would 

provide just a little snack. Just a little 
snack for any child who came to the 
school. I loved the snack, but hated the 
school. Unfortunately, they decided to 
tie the snack to the school, and I was 
taken hostage. If you wanted that little 
snack, you were sentenced to many, 
many hours of classes. So I kept going 
to the village school just for the little 
snack. As long as there was that snack, I 
was so happy, so joyful, so well-behaved.” 

That snack was the CRS Rice Bowl — it 
was usually cream of wheat, powdered 
milk and some rice, Awiapo said. 

“I want to remind you of the power 
of that little snack in the life of a 
hungry child,” he said. “That little 
snack changed my story, gave me an 
opportunity to live again and to stand 
here today saying thank you.” 

And changed his story it did. With the 
small meal every day, Awiapo was healthy 
enough to continue to attend school. 
He attended a Catholic high school, a 
boarding school which fed him every 
day. He won scholarships to attend 
college, and now has a Master’s in public 
administration from California State 
University. While he could have stayed in 
California, he returned home to Ghana. 

“I felt like all the skills I learned, (the 
United States) has enough of them,” 
he said. “I think God blessed me 
throughout my life, but I don’t think 
God has blessed me so much just for 
keeps. He blessed me so I can pay it 
forward. The best way to do that was 
not to stay here and go back to my little 
country and my little village.”

Awiapo lives in Ghana with his four 

children, who he proudly states “will 
never go hungry,” and he has spent the 
last 15 years working for CRS in Ghana, 
“tricking children to go to school.” 

A little snack, in the form of the CRS 
Rice Bowl for some, makes all the 
difference, said Awiapo, and he told the 
St. Joseph students that everybody 
needs a snack from time to time. 

“You probably don’t need a little snack 
of cream of wheat,” he said. “People need 
different snacks. If you find somebody 
that needs a little dose of friendship, 
and you can offer that friendship, that 
would be a beautiful snack. Sometimes 
you come to school with a sad face. If 
you find such a face, and you can put a 
little smile on that face, that would be a 
beautiful snack. I think there are many 
ways we can be snacks to one another.”

Ghanaian Meets with St. Joseph Students, Explains Importance of CRS Rice Bowl

p Awiapo. who now works for CRS in his home country of Ghana, explains how the CRS Rice Bowl saved his life to St. Joseph School students.

SCHOOL NEWS
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MY FAITH MINI-PROFILE 

p John Muchla (right) presents the mortar and pestle award to Concordia University 
pharmacy students, winners of the Phood Phight. (Submitted photo)

John Muchka
St Joan of Arc 
Parish, Nashotah
n	Attended St. Bruno School, Catholic Memorial 

High School, University of Wisconsin-Madison

n	Brain child behind Pharm to Tables, a non-
profit organization which unites pharmacists 
to help end the hunger crisis in local 
communities

n	John now runs the organization with help 
from its board members.

n		Pharmacy residency coordinator at 

Community Memorial Hospital, part of 
Froedert and the Medical College  
of Wisconsin

n		He and his wife, Lindsey, live in Dousman with 
his two sons, Noah, 4, and newborn Luke.

MADELINE ZUKOWSKI 
CATHOLIC HERALD STAFF 

How did Pharm to Tables start?

I went to pharmacy school in Savannah, 
Georgia, at a school called South 
University. Part of our curriculum was 
doing some sort of community outreach. 
I went pretty regularly to the Savannah 
Baptist Center, an after-school program, 
and made good relationships with a lot 
of kids there. I asked one of the older 
kids that went there, “Why do you come 
here after school every day when you 
could go home and do whatever you 
wanted?” He said, “If I didn’t come here, 
I wouldn’t eat dinner.” We supplied a 
meal for the kids that came. Coming 
from (the suburbs of Milwaukee), it was 
kind of an eye-opening experience for 
me. I thought to myself then, this is a 
problem in Milwaukee. I know this is a 
problem where I’m from. Once I’m able 
and get back home, I want to try to do 
something to help out. 

How does the organization help the 
hungry in local communities?

We raise food and money. We support 
three meal programs in the area that 
our board has selected and vetted: St. 
Ben’s Meal Program in Milwaukee, 
Hope Center in Waukesha and Luke 
House in Madison. 

What’s the Phood Phight?

The Phood Phight is a competition 
between the pharmacy schools in the 
state: the Medical College of Wisconsin, 
Concordia University and University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. It’s a week in 
April where they collect food and money, 
and alumni support this as well from a 
financial standpoint, and whoever has 
the most combined dollars and pounds 
of food, gets this traveling trophy. It’s a 
Mortar and Pestle award that goes from 
school to school. 

You like to hunt and fish. Where is 
your favorite place to do that?

My 4-year-old son Noah and I like to 

fish on the Rock River. Catching catfish, 
that’s our favorite place. I really enjoy 
bow hunting and that’s in the area 
around Dousman. I bow hunt at my 
parents’ in Oconomowoc and I have a 
friend that owns a farm in the Neosho 
area. That’s my escape time. It’s quiet. 
It’s just you and it’s a time to reflect and 
think about a lot of things. 

What movie would you most like to 
live in?

Legends of the Fall. Brad Pitt is in it and 
it’s set in Montana. It’s got mountains 
and beautiful scenery. 

What is something you’d like to try, 
but have never had the chance to?

I’d say bungee jumping. That or 
skydiving. That would be a very free 
feeling, that free fall. 

If you weren’t a pharmacist, what 
would you be?

I thought I was going be a high school 
teacher. That’s what I thought when 
I went to college, because a lot of my 
teachers had an effect on me at Catholic 
Memorial. Then I fell in love with 
science. Going to Catholic Memorial was 
a very influential part of my life. Some of 
the teachers changed my view of things.

How?

I think I was a little selfish. I don’t want 
to say I didn’t care about other people, 
but I never put anybody in front of 
myself. That changed, but Memorial was 
the starting-off point. When I look back, 
I see these teachers really cared about 
me. It’s not just a job. They could work 
at any high school. They decided to take 
that job to teach kids like me. 

Anything else?

One thing I want to convey to people is 
just donate somewhere. It doesn’t have 
to be through Pharm to Tables. As long 
as you do something to leave this place 
a little better than where you found it, 
that’s what this is all about. 
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LARRY HANSON
CATHOLIC HERALD STAFF

Archbishop Listecki recently sat down 
with the Catholic Herald for a Q&A 
session regarding issues arising from the 
Church’s current sexual abuse scandal.

Where does the archdiocese stand in 
regards to the current climate in the 
Church?

With respect to the two specific 
allegations in Milwaukee (one against a 
lay teacher and one against a priest), it’s 
a fact that the policies and procedures 
that were put in place really work. Those 
are not only ongoing investigations, 
but they’re also allegations that have 
been turned over properly to the 
police for consideration and possible 
further action. As far as the larger 
climate, Pennsylvania and Archbishop 
McCarrick, I think the public in general, 
all across the nation, feels a betrayal of 
trust. They feel anger. They feel hurt. In 
some context, they thought the issue 
had been addressed and taken care of, 
and here, all of a sudden, the wound 
has been opened up again. In the larger 
context, there is definitely a lack of trust 
in the leadership of the Church. 

Since 2002, the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee has made a concerted 
effort toward training, awareness and 
transparency. How do you feel those 
efforts have worked?

That was a good movement, not only 
for us, but for the whole of society. 
We in the Church can’t rest on what 
we’ve done in the past. We’ve got to 
continue to be vigilant to make sure 
these procedures that have been put in 
place respond to and help to create an 
environment where individuals always 
feel their children are safe within the 
confines of the Church.

Do you believe the Pennsylvania 
AG’s report is the tip of the iceberg 

of another series of revelations like 
the early 2000s, or do you think it’s 
isolated?

No. I think what has happened is, 
because of the awareness and the 
transparency of the Pennsylvania report, 
it was a tremendous shock to the system 
to see the numbers of those who had 
been abused within the context of the 
Church. When you go back 70 years, it’s 
a compilation of a tremendous amount of 
actions. I don’t think that Pennsylvania 
will be the end point. When you see 
numbers like that, it’s a shock.

Archbishop McCarrick was a shock 
because he was so high-ranking 
in the Church. Do you think his 
situation is unique or do you think 
there are other dominoes to fall?

I was shocked and felt betrayed as I 
would imagine most other bishops, 
priests and faithful in the Church felt. 
That someone of this level had credible 
allegations against him. The sense is we 
have to take a look at each individual 
case, evaluate it properly and proceed 
according to the norms we established 
for the good of the Church. Part of the 
aspect of betrayal is that it seems like 

McCarrick was above this and that 
should have never happened.

Do you think it’s important victims 
come forward immediately or do you 
still have to be sensitive and let them 
come forward in their own timing?

Each person is different. We will receive 
them whenever there’s an appropriate 
time for them. 

What role does the laity have in 
investigating and helping clean 
up the Church? One of the things 
that has come out of this is there 
have been some calls for more laity 
involvement in investigating as this 
moves forward.

I’ve never seen the Church as separate. 
I’ve always viewed ourselves as one, 
like a large family. Certainly, I think 
professionalism among many of our lay 
people can help us to make sure that 
we are vigilant, to make sure we are 
making a proper evaluation, to help us 
understand whether we are responding 
in a manner that’s appropriate. So, 
when you say, can lay people help, yes. 
Not only have they helped in the past 
but I believe they will continue to do so, 
because they, like I, love the Church. We 
are concerned to make sure the Church, 
which was given to us as a gift, is in 
the minds of most people, a safe place 
for them to be. We don’t want anyone 
to think the Church harbors or fosters 
anyone who might be a perpetrator.

If there was enough of a drumbeat 
for more laity involvement in this, 
would you set up a task force of lay 
people to look at this from a different 
perspective?

We can always look at those things. 
We always examine. The Church is 
always reforming and meeting whatever 
problems it faces. Certainly, part of the 
solution would be our lay faithful.

What are some things people can 
do to assist or encourage the “good” 
priests?

I think, for the most part, lay people do 
that. They have deep relationships with 
our priests. I know I’ve been privileged 
to be in a number of parishes and I 
have lifelong relationships with people 
and families I respect and see almost 
as brothers and sisters. I think the 
natural aspect of many families within 
the Church is to love their priest. I know 
many good priests who will quickly 
acknowledge that’s basically what lay 
people do for them, and how they’re 
empowered by that and it gives them 
strength. Those priests that I know 
treat their parishes like families.

While their “crimes” aren’t as bad as 
the ones who have committed sexual 
abuse, where do you place priests, 
bishops, cardinals who knew about 
accusations and didn’t say anything, 
or that helped move priests around?

You have to take a look at the context 
and you have to take a look at the time. 
What we knew about this issue changed 
from the 50s, 60s and 70s to the 80s 
and 90s. But you have to take a look at 
whether the bishop did respond, and 
how he responded. Then I have to think 
you have to assess it, whether there was 
a cover-up. If so, those bishops should be 
held accountable. 

What about bishops who moved 
around known predators? Are the 
culpable?

A lot depends on what they knew at 
the time. What actions were taken? 
If, indeed, there was a cover-up, 
then I would say they should be held 
accountable. 

Do you have priests who say they feel 

Archbishop: During Crisis, ‘Lead, Don’t Leave’

u  READ MORE PAGE 12

p Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki (File photo)
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Bishops’ Calendars 
Among the bishops’ public commitments for next week are the following:

l	ARCHBISHOP LISTECKI
Saturday, September 22, 4 p.m.
Mass, Catholic Financial Life Triennial Convention, 
Milwaukee 

Sunday, September 23, 10 a.m.
Mass, St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Ripon

Monday, September 24, noon
Keynote and Lunch, Rotary Club of Milwaukee 
Northshore, Brown Deer

Tuesday, September 25, 9 a.m.
Meeting, Archdiocesan Central Office All Staff, 
Cousins Center

Tuesday, September 25, 11:30 a.m. 
Mass and Luncheon, Archdiocesan Senior Priests, 
St. Francis de Sales Seminary

Tuesday, September 25, 6 p.m.
Dinner, Catholic Stewardship Appeal Archbishop’s 
Circle Event, Brother House

Wednesday, September 26, 10 a.m.
Meeting, Board of Directors, Erica P. John Fund, 
Cousins Center 

Wednesday, September 26, 1:30 p.m.
Meeting, Archdiocesan College of Consultors, 
Cousins Center 

Wednesday, September 26, 6:30 p.m.
Meeting, Board of Directors, Catholic Charities, 
Cousins Center  

l	BISHOP HAINES
Sunday, September 23, 9 a.m.
Mass, Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, 
Milwaukee (Radio Mass: 920 WOLF)

Monday, September 24, noon
Pro-Life Luncheon, Cathedral of St. John the 
Evangelist, Milwaukee

Monday, September 24, 7 p.m.
Candlelight Prayer for 40 Days of Life, Affiliated 
Medical Services, Milwaukee

Tuesday, September 25, 9 a.m.
Meeting, Archdiocesan Central Office All Staff, 
Cousins Center

Tuesday, September 25, 11:30 a.m.
Mass and Luncheon, Archdiocesan Senior Priests, 
St. Francis de Sales Seminary 

Tuesday, September 25, 1 p.m.
Meeting, Priest Placement Board, Cousins Center

Tuesday, September 25, 5:30 p.m.
Women’s Care Center Gala, Westin Hotel, Milwaukee 

Wednesday, September 26, 1:30 p.m.
Meeting, Archdiocesan College of Consultors, 
Cousins Center

Wednesday, September 26, 6:30 p.m.
Meeting, Board of Directors, Catholic Charities, 
Cousins Center 

Thursday, September 27, 8:30 a.m.
Mass, Catholic East Elementary School,  
Holy Rosary Parish, Milwaukee 

l	BISHOP SCHUERMAN

Friday, September 21, 4 p.m.
Dedication, Dr. Richard and Leslie Ridenour Science 
Center, Marian University, Fond du Lac

Saturday, September 22, 5 p.m.
Confirmation, St. Patrick Parish, Whitewater

Sunday, September 23, 8:30 a.m. 
Mass, Installation of Fr. Edwin Kornath, St. John 
Vianney Parish, Brookfield

Sunday, September 23, 2 p.m.
Confirmation, St. John the Evangelist Parish, Kohler 
(includes Blessed Trinity Parish, Sheboygan Falls)

Monday, September 24, 7:45 a.m.
Mass, Archdiocesan Central Office Staff,  
Cousins Center

Tuesday, September 25, 9 a.m.
Meeting, Archdiocesan Central Office All Staff, 
Cousins Center

Tuesday, September 25, 11:30 a.m.
Mass and Luncheon, Archdiocesan Senior Priests, 
St. Francis de Sales Seminary

Tuesday, September 25, 6 p.m.
Servant of the Poor Banquet, St. Vincent de Paul, 
Fond du Lac   

Wednesday, September 26, 1:30 p.m.
Meeting, Archdiocesan College of Consultors, 
Cousins Center 

l	BISHOP EMERITUS SKLBA

Sunday, September 23, 9 a.m.
Mass, Clare Hall, Milwaukee 

Wednesday, September 26, 1:30 p.m.
Meeting, Archdiocesan College of Consultors, 
Cousins Center   

Golden Frontier Trips
4100 N. Illinois St. • Swansea, IL 62226

For more information or details, call Golden Frontier 1-618-234-1445 or  
visit www.goldenfrontier.org. All trips include round trip air from Chicago/ORD.  
Other airports available, prices vary, please ask us. Trips are fully escorted and 
include hotels, entrance fees, dinners, some lunches (depending on itinerary)  

and breakfasts.

GOLDEN FRONTIER
Sponsored by Catholic Shrine Pilgrimage

2018 Pilgrimage Trips

o Portugal River Cruise and Fatima — 12 days in November, 2018 ........... $4,648

o Greece  — 9 days in November, 2018 ........................................................... $3,598

o Rome, Florence, Assisi  — 11 days in November, 2018 ............................. $3,828

o Holy Lands  — 10 days in November, 2018 ................................................. $3,957

o Rome and Assisi  — 9 days in March, 2019 ............................................... $3,590

o Sorrento — 9 days in March, 2019..........................................................  $3,613

o Poland — 10 days in March-April, 2019 ....................................................... $3,888

o Ireland — 10 days in May, 2019 ........................................................................ TBA

PORTUGAL DOURO RIVER CRUISE, FATIMA AND LISBON. Twelve day trip
including a 7 night/8 day cruise on the Portugal’s Douro River.
Fly to Portugal and sail from port to port aboard your floating
hotel, the beautifully appointed Douro Elegance of Riviera
Cruises. What better way could there be to see and visit Portu-
gal’s awe-inspiring landscapes other than from the comfort of
a river cruiser? The Douro River in Portugal is often bypassed,
except by the most experienced traveler. Cruise includes all
deluxe outside cabins on board, ground transportation and
guided shore excursions at ports of call, on board meals served
in the ship’s stylish dining room, a traditional Portuguese folk-
loric music show and three days post cruise land extension to
Fatima and Lisbon before returning to the airport for our return
flight. The Douro Elegance is a Five-Star ship launched in 2018
with all outside cabins, all meals on cruise included.

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT $100 PER PERSON FOR RESERVATIONS
RECEIVED BY 4/15/18

NOVEMBER 1 TO 12, 2018. PRICED FROM $4,263.
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� Alaskan Cruise — 8 days in September, 2018............................................ $2,422

� Poland — 10 days in October, 2018............................................................. $3,244

� Switzerland — 9 days in October, 2018...................................................... $4,486

� France — 11 days in October, 2018............................................................ $3,858

� Rome and Assisi — 9 days in November, 2018 ......................................... $3,118

� Portugal River Cruise and Fatima — 12 days in November, 2018 .. from $4,263

� Greece — 9 days in November, 2018.......................................................... $3,598

� Rome, Florence, Assisi — 11 days in November, 2018............................. $3,828

� Holy Lands — 10 days in November, 2018................................................. $3,957

� Sorrento, Amalfi, Capri — 9 days in April, 2019 ........................................ $3,423

GOLDEN FRONTIER
Sponsored by Catholic Shrine Pilgrimage

2018 Pilgrimage Trips

Golden Frontier offers travel to places of interest for people of
the Catholic faith. Sponsored by the non-profit Catholic Shrine
Pilgrimage, these trips are designed for adults with seniors in

mind. Travel with the camaraderie and friendship of fellow
Catholics on trips accompanied by priest chaplains. All trips
include round trip air from St. Louis, Chicago, Indianapolis or

Kansas City. Other airports available, 
please ask us.

For more information, call Toll Free 1-888-284-6725, visit
www.goldenfrontier.org, email to request@goldenfrontier.org
or check the boxes of the trips you’d like more information
about and mail this ad to us with your name and address.

Golden Frontier Trips
4100 N. Illinois St. • Swansea, IL 62226

Rome & Assisi. NiNe-dAy tRip to the eteRNAl City. Trip offers comfortable first-class San Pietro Hotel in 
Rome within walking distance of St. Peter Basilica and Vatican City. Included are major basilicas: St. 
Mary Major, St. John Lateran, and St. Paul Outside the Wall, major sights of Rome: Pantheon, Trevi 
Fountain, dinners, breakfasts, full day to Assisi, tomb of St. Francis, Vatican Museum and Sistine 
Chapel, Audience with Holy Father. Optional trip to Monte Casino and Pompeii, also Catacomb of St. 
Domitilla. Round trip air included. 

March 7 to 15, 2019 Priced at $3,590



You know the rest: “he’s my brother.” The 
classic motto of Boys Town, Nebraska, 
right below the touching image of an older 
teen, carrying a napping boy on his back.

Now co-ed, Boys Town stands as a 
national symbol of our best instincts, our 
compassion and charity at their finest. 
The inspiring vision of its founder, Msgr. 
Edward J. Flanagan (1886-1948), lives on 
to the present day, no doubt through the 
ongoing intercession of this great priest 
whose cause for canonization is under way.

“Father Flanagan,” as he will always 
be revered, immigrated to the United 
States in 1904 from the Irish countryside, 
where he grew up in a devout, closely knit 
farm family, the eighth of 11 children. He 
was ordained a priest of Omaha in 1912, 
becoming a U.S. citizen in 1919.

Parish ministry convinced him to open 
a shelter for homeless men, many of 
them displaced immigrants out of work, 
drinking and roaming the streets. Soon 
he realized there was a similar need to 
help abandoned and delinquent boys, 
usually victims of extreme poverty with no 
nurturing father.

Thanks to a Jewish benefactor, he 
purchased an old mansion in a depressed 
part of Omaha and welcomed the first 
five youths to Boys Home just before 
Christmas 1917. Between court referrals 
and drifters, the little group outgrew 
the available space quickly. By 1921, 
Fr. Flanagan could afford moving his 
community to a large farm 10 miles west 
of the city, the permanent site of what 
became Boys Town.

He knew full well a bottom line from 
Sunday’s Gospel. He welcomed Jesus in 
each boy he took in, whatever his race, 
culture or creed. Father’s live spirituality 
shaped his firm conviction about the 
innate goodness of every child of God. 
“There is no such thing as a bad boy. There 
is only a bad environment, bad training, 

bad example, bad thinking. There is 
nothing the matter with our growing boys 
that love, guidance and proper training 
will not remedy.”

“I have yet to find a single boy who wants 
to be bad,” he would observe. His own 
functional family of origin, grounded in 
home prayer and church participation, 
learned a generous willingness to help 
others from their mutual respect and 
shared responsibilities on and off their 
farm. 

Father adapted these lessons to the family 
he built up in eastern Nebraska. Never a 
punitive experience, there was only one 
requirement to stay. Each resident had to 
want to be there.

After World War II, President Harry 
Truman drew upon Fr. Flanagan’s wisdom 
and asked him to meet with allied officials 
throughout southeast Asia and Europe 
to find specific ways to assist the many 
abandoned youth simply left wandering 
through the rubble. 

In 1946, Father also visited Catholic 
“reform schools” in his native Ireland. 
He blew the whistle on the horrifying 
conditions he found: sexual abuse, 
beatings, public humiliations, food 
deprivation, lengthy solitary confinement, 
etc. He could relate to our first reading, 
the rejection that the Just One faced 
because he didn’t cower when confronting 
unmasked evil head-on. 

Father pointed to the top. He reprimanded 
both Parliament and the media which, 
in turn, dismissed him harshly for 
interfering. He accused the Christian 
Brother staffs openly of losing their way 
as vowed religious. He faulted the Irish 
hierarchy who kept turning a blind eye. “I 
wonder what God’s judgment will be for 
those who hold the deposit of faith but fail 

in their God-given stewardship of little 
children.” 

He died in 1948 after arriving in Berlin 
to review the care and healing of Hitler 
youth. His body was flown back to his 
beloved Boys Town, which celebrated 
his funeral in the large parish church on 
campus. He had ministered personally 
to more than 6,000 boys and young 
men. Many alumni returned with their 
current families and with tears streaming 
gratefully.

We can only imagine their treasured 
thoughts. The eulogies, the sermon, the 
printed accolades were archived. And after 
everything was said and done, the epitaph 
on Father’s tombstone tied it all together. 
It simply reads, “A Lover of God and Man.” 

What more could be added?

Fr. Yockey is a senior priest of the Archdiocese  of 
Milwaukee.

11catholicherald.orgSeptember 20, 2018 SCRIPTURE

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wisdom 2:12, 17-20

James 3:16 - 4:3
Markk 9:3-37

FOR REFLECTION

n What do kids and teens teach you about 
the spiritual life?

n Is there no such thing as a bad boy or 
girl?

n How can your faith community help 
reform juvenile prisons?

Weekof theSaint
St. Matthew was a Jew who worked 
for the Romans as a tax collector. His 
fellow Jews considered him a traitor, and 
resented him. The Pharisees viewed him, 
and all tax collectors, as a sinner. So it 
was a real shock to hear that Jesus called 
such a man to be one of his followers. But 
that’s the kind of thing that Jesus did. 
Matthew got Jesus in further trouble by 
having a sort of going-away party at his 

house. The Gospel tells us that many tax 
collectors and “those known as sinners” 
came to the dinner. The Pharisees were 
still more badly shocked. What business 
did the supposedly great teacher have 
associating with such immoral people? 
Jesus’ answer was, “Those who are well 
do not need a physician, but the sick do. 
Go and learn the meaning of the words, 
‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ I did not 
come to call the righteous but sinners.” 
(Matthew 9:12b-13) We celebrate his 
Feast Day on Sept. 21.

He Ain’t Heavy, Father
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like they are being painted with the 
same broad brush? Is that a concern 
for you as a leader of priests?

Sure it is. I feel the same as my priests. 
My own sense as a bishop is being 
painted by a broad brush, but part of the 
nature and the intensity of the action of 
child sexual abuse causes one to react 
in a way that looks with skepticism 
towards the priesthood or the 
episcopacy, so that’s understandable. 
When the anger is coming forward, I 
can’t take that as anger toward me, but 
as anger toward those actions. I have to 
accept corporate responsibility, meaning 
I am a bishop, so if there are other 
bishops involved then it pitches upon 
me, as well.

What do you make of Archbishop 
Vigano’s accusations against the 
pope?

I think they’re serious claims. I think 
they have to be investigated. I stand 
with Cardinal DiNardo (the President of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops) 
and others who have said they have 
to be thoroughly investigated to bring 
some sort of satisfaction to the Church 
and the Church’s community. 

What would you say to the faithful 
who are angry, sad, disillusioned with 
the Church at this point?

The first thing I would say is I 
understand them because I am all the 
things you said, angry, disillusioned, sad 
and frustrated. I understand the nature 
of their feeling. I have always treated 
my relationship with the Church as 
family, and it’s unimaginable for me to 
think that a child would be placed in the 
care of a priest and to have that trust 
violated. It’s unimaginable. It causes 
me a tremendous amount of anger in 
response to that action. What I can do is 
take that anger and allow it to be fed by 
my sense of my faith, and assure people 
that as a family, we’re going to address 

this in a way that brings dignity to all 
of us.

One word you have brought up a lot is 
trust. How important is it for leaders 
in the Church to remind themselves 
that trust should not be something 
you take for granted?

I think it’s imperative. How can you 
look to, whether it’s a pastor in a parish 
or a bishop in a diocese, to lead you 
toward holiness if you don’t trust that 
his words are reflecting his own belief 
and action? I know that trust has been 
damaged. I know also the only way 
trust is, or distrust, is brought into 
repair is by looking at the actions that 
are taken, not only in the words of the 
statement, but taking a look at what is 
accomplished for the community.

How is what’s happening in the 
Church now impacting Milwaukee, 
and everything it’s been through in 
the last 20 years regarding this issue? 
Is it a setback?

It’s a reminder. One thing I said when 
we were coming out of bankruptcy — I 
said this to our priests publicly, I said 
it at meetings — we must maintain 
our vigilance. We must assure people 
that coming out of this bankruptcy 
that we are creating an environment 
which is safe for their children, and 
safe for them. What this does is it 
reminds us and it has us once again 
taking a look at and evaluating our 
procedures. It has us taking a look and 
making sure individuals are responded 
to appropriately. How it impacts us in 
the truest sense, is it’s a reminder that 
everything we went through does not 
end, but it’s merely the beginning of a 
new day, creating a new environment. 

Do you think there has been a clerical 
culture in the Church that has 
contributed to the poor handling of 
this issue? Is this about protecting 
the family at the expense of the 
children?

I think there were those that were 

misguided in thinking they could 
protect the institution from aspects 
of scandal, so the supposed cover-ups 
were done, and I am stretching here, in 
a meaningful way to protect the Church 
and the larger laity from scandal. But, 
sin is sin, and unless it’s ripped out at its 
root, it’s like a cancer and it grows. One 
cover-up becomes a second, becomes 
a third. Therefore, those that did that, 
they did it in terms of their mindset for 
quote “the good of the institution,” when 
they were actually destroying the very 
foundation of the Church itself. 

The U.S. Conference of Bishops just 
met with the pope. If you were in the 
room with the Pope, what would you 
say to him?

One of the things I would say 
immediately is “Your Holiness, this is 
a tremendously serious question, and 
it can’t be put on just a level with other 
problems.” This is a serious question 
where the leadership of the Church, 
the shepherds are questioned whether 
they’re leading people to lives of 
holiness or away from the very Gospel 
that Jesus presents to us. My sense of 
the pope is you, as the shepherd for all 
of us, most lead us back to holiness by 
transparency that can only come from 
leadership.

What do you say to the people of your 
diocese that are entrusted to your 
care?

I share your anger, frustration, your 
hurts. I share in that, but I say to 
them that it is a new day here in the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee because of 
the great disclosure by many of those 
who have been violated in the past, and 
because of that, we’re a different Church 
than we were 20 years ago. Being a 
different Church, we have to maintain 
the vigilance of that Church, always 
protecting and looking at the object, 
which is to make sure our children are 
safe. I would call on the lay faithful of 
the diocese to help me in doing that. I 
pledge them I’ll do everything I can to 

make sure that goal is achieved.

We’ve heard that before. Why should 
we believe you? Why should we trust 
you?

One of the things is the fact we have 
made changes. It would be disingenuous 
for me to say we’ve talked about change, 
we’re going to change, but we didn’t. 
We have made changes. Those changes 
have been in place due to the experience 
of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, 
and responding to those bad actors, 
bad priests who have taken it upon 
themselves to sin. We are different 
and we have instituted (changes), but 
there’s never enough that can be done. 
We must continue to do more. If we find 
different avenues to do that, we will do 
it, and that’s my pledge.

What would you say to people who’ve 
said enough is enough, we’ve heard 
you, we’ve stuck with the Church, but 
I can’t anymore, I’m leaving, it’s too 
much again?

What would come from me — a Church 
leader and a believer — is the fact that 
I believe this Church was instituted by 
Christ. I believe this Church has been 
given the truth, which is the Holy Spirit, 
to lead people to salvation and lives of 
holiness. I am a believer, and I believe 
this, and I would hope those who are 
Catholics would also believe that, and 
understand that despite some of the 
bad actors that have been in the Church 
and the bad actions that have taken 
place within the context of our Church, 
this Church is still a Church that is 
grace giving. This Church is the Church 
that reconciles. This still is the Church 
that gives us the Body of Christ, and so 
therefore, because of that, I would say 
when you stand at a point where your 
frustration and anger could cause you to 
leave. I would say the challenge for you 
is to take that anger and frustration, 
and stay. To lead within the Church, and 
to lead those who are seeking confidence 
and trust, and to help me lead the 
Church in that direction.

u  ARCHBISHOP, FROM PAGE 9
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MOVIE RATINGS

NEW YORK (CNS) -- Here is a list of 
recent films and home video releases the 
office for Film & Broadcasting of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops has rated 
based on the basis of moral suitability. 

The first symbol after each title is the 
USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting 
classification. The second symbol is the 
rating of the Motion Picture Association 
of America. 

Office for Film and Broadcasting 
classifications; A-I — general patronage. 
A-II — adults and adolescents.  A-III — 
adults. A-IV — adults, with reservations 
(this indicates films that, while not 
morally offensive in themselves, are 
not for casual viewing because they 
require some analysis and explanation 
in order to avoid false impressions and 
interpretations); L- limited adult audience, 
films whose problematic content many 
adults would find troubling. 0 — morally 
offensive. 

In Theaters:
Action Point, O (R)
Adrift, A-III (PG-13)
Ant-Man and the Wasp, A-III (PG-13)
Bad Samaritan, L (R)
Bilal: A New Breed of Hero, L (PG-13)
Book Club, L (PG-13)
Breaking In, L (PG-13)
Deadpool 2, O (R)
The Equalizer 2, O (R)
The First Purge, O (R)
First Reformed, A-III (R)
God’s Not Dead: A Light in Darkness, 
A-II (PG)
Good Time, L (R)
Gotti, A-III (R)
The Heart of Nuba, A-II (no rating)

Hereditary, L (R)
Hotel Artemis, L (R)
Hotel Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation, 
A-II (PG) 
Incredibles 2, A-II (PG)
Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom, A-III (PG-13)
Life of the Party, A-III (PG-13)
Mamma Mia: Here We Go Again, L (PG-13)
Mission: Impossible -- Fallout, A-III (PG-13)
No Greater Love, A-III (no rating)
Ocean’s 8, A-III (PG-13)
Pope Francis: A Man of His Word, A-II (PG)
Race 3, A-III (no rating)
Sgt. Stubby: An American Hero, A-II (PG)
Show Dogs, A-II (PG)
Sicario: Day of the Soldado, O (R)
Skyscraper, A-III (PG-13)
Solo: A Star Wars Story, A-III (PG-13)
Summer in the Forest, A-II (no rating)
Superfly, O (R)
Tag, O (R)
Teen Titans Go! To the Movies, A-II (PG)
Til Death Do Us Part, A-III (PG-13)
Uncle Drew, A-III (PG-13)
Unfriended: Dark Web, L (R)
Upgrade, L (R)
Won’t You Be My Neighbor?, A-III (PG-13)

Home Video:
Alien: Covenant, L (R)
All Eyez on Me, O (R)
All Saints, A-II (PG)
American Assassin, L (R)
American Made, L (R)
Annabelle: Creation, L (R)
Atomic Blonde, O (R)
Baby Driver, L (R)
A Bad Moms Christmas, O (R)
Batman and Harley Quinn, A-III (PG-13)
Battle of the Sexes, L (PG-13)

Baywatch, O (R)
Believe, A-II (PG)
Birth of the Dragon, A-III (PG-13)
Blade Runner 2049, A-III (R)
Call Me by Your Name, O (R)
Cars 3, A-I (G)
Coco, A-II (PG)
The Comedian, A-III (R)
Daddy’s Home 2, A-III (PG-13)
The Dark Tower, A-III (PG-13)
Darkest Hour, A-II (PG-13)
The Dinner, A-III (R)
The Disaster Artist, A-III (R)
Downsizing, A-III (R)
Dunkirk, A-III (PG-13)
The Emoji Movie, A-II (PG)
Everything, Everything, A-III (PG-13)
The Exception, L (R)
Father Figures, L (R)
Ferdinand, A-I (PG)
Flatliners, L (PG-13)
The Foreigner, A-III (R)
47 Meters Down, A-III (PG-13)
Geostorm, A-III (PG-13)
A Ghost Story, A-III (R)
Girls Trip, L (R)
The Glass Castle, A-III (PG-13)
The Good Catholic, A-III (PG-13)
Happy Death Day, L (PG-13)
The Hitman’s Bodyguard, O (R)
Home Again, A-III (PG-13)
I, Tonya, A-III (R)
The Innocents, A-III (PG-13)
Insidious: The Last Key, A-III (PG-13)
It, L (R)
It Comes at Night, A-III (R)
Just Getting Started, A-III (PG-13)
Justice League, A-III (PG-13)
Justice League Dark, A-III (R)
Kidnap, A-III (R)

Kingsman: The Golden Circle, O (R)
Lady Bird, L (R)
Leap!, A-II (PG)
The Lego Ninjago Movie, A-II (PG)
Let There Be Light, A-III (PG-13)
Logan Lucky, A-III (PG-13)
The Lovers, L (R)
The Man Who Invented Christmas, A-II (PG)
Megan Leavey, A-III (PG-13)
The Mountain Between Us, A-III (PG-13)
The Mummy, A-III (PG-13)
Murder on the Orient Express, A-III (PG-13)
My Little Pony: The Movie, A-I (PG)
90 Minutes in Heaven, A-II (PG-13)
Novitiate, O (R)
The Nut Job 2: Nutty by Nature, A-II (PG)
Only the Brave, A-III (PG-13)
The Perfect Match, O (R)
Pitch Perfect 3, A-III (PG-13)
A Question of Faith, A-II (PG)
Roman J. Israel, Esq., A-III (PG-13)
Rough Night, O (R)
Same Kind of Different as Me, A-III (PG-13)
The Shape of Water, L (R)
Snatched, L (R)
The Snowman, O (R)
Spider-Man: Homecoming, A-III (PG-13)
The Star, A-I (PG)
Star Wars: The Last Jedi, A-II (PG-13)
Suburbicon, L (R)
Thank You for Your Service, A-III (R)
Thor: Ragnarok, A-III (PG-13)
Transformers: The Last Knight, A-III (PG-13)
Tulip Fever, L (R)
Tyler Perry’s Boo 2! A Madea Halloween, 
A-III (PG-13)
Valerian and the City of a Thousand Planets, 
A-III (PG-13)
Victoria and Abdul, A-III (PG-13)
Voiceless, A-III (PG-13)
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Michael Ruzicki will present: 
An Evangelizing Church,  a Liturgical People 
Topics: Evangelization, Hospitality & Discipleship 

ANNUNCIATION PARISH MISSION 
SUN-MON-TUES     October 7-9, 2018     6:30-7:30 p.m. 

305 West Green Street, Fox Lake, WI • Refreshments to follow each evening • Free child care 
More information at www.visitannunciationparish.com 

PROFESSIONAL RESULTS BY PROFESSIONALS  •  Equal Opportunity Employer

WE HAVE BEEN PULLING OUR WAGON FOR DECADES...
Think about us for all types of masonry,    
    tuckpointing, chimney repairs and rebuilding.

262-377-4430
INFO@LAUBENSTEININC.COM

WE CAN ALSO HELP YOU WITH YOUR ROOFING, ROOFING 
REPAIRS, GUTTERS, WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING, TRIM, 
WOOD REPAIRS... RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

www.SuminskiFuneralHome.com | 414-276-5122 |

Two locations to serve you or choose a site of your own
1901 North Farwell Avenue • Milwaukee 53202 

2486 S. Kinnickinnic Ave • Milwaukee 53207

Family owned and operated for over 100 years

Every Life has a Story
Let our family help tell your loved one’s story
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Capuchin Fr. Solanus Casey of Oak Grove, 
Wis., to be honored as “Blessed,” the Vatican 
announced.                                                                                                                    u  PAGE 8

Cover Story — 30 percent of our Masses are 
celebrated by senior priests. Retiring teachers 
dedicated more than 1,000 years to our schools.                                
                                                                     u  PAGE 18

Mature Lifestyles Issue
archdiocese’s Own Beatified

t  A warm embrace is shared between Fr. 
Javier Bustos and one of his parishioners at 
St. Joseph Parish in Waukesha. Discover more 
about Fr. Bustos on page 23. (Catholic Herald 
photo by Peter Fenelon)

MARGARET NACZEKSPECIAL TO THE CATHOLIC HERALD 

In the Church, the value of the priesthood is something that never goes unnoticed. In the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, 322 diocesan priests serve 
the 198 parishes and 568,448 registered 
Catholics in the area. 

But, what many may not notice is that 
one third of the weekly Masses are celebrated by the 90 senior priests living 

in the diocese.
“Being a priest is like being a mother. Once a mother, always a mother. Once a 

priest always a priest,” senior priest Fr. 
Leonard Barbian said.

Fr. Barbian was ordained a priest on 

Staying Active
Senior Priests  Maintain a Vital Role  in the Archdiocese

u  READ MORE PAGE 4

The complex issue of immigration brings  

together the protection of individual rights 

and national security, says Fr. Javier Bustos.                                                    
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The Riverwest Food Pantry provides 

volunteers and college interns a chance to be 

part of a “Community of Generosity.”   

                   
                   

                   
            u  PAGE 8

Whatsoever You Do ...
Catholic Social Teaching

VOL. 149  NO. 17  24 pageS

MaY 4, 2017

DEAcon John BAumGArDnEr

SPEciAl to thE cAtholic hErAlD

“Lord, what is it that you want me to do 

with my life?”

I can still vividly remember asking this 

question for the first time, one night 

in my dorm room as a freshman at the 

University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minn. 

I had just returned from a meeting of 

a Catholic men’s group where we had 

talked about vocations. Back in my 

dorm room, it was the first time I had 

honestly asked that question to God, 

and I remember hearing him telling me: 

“Priesthood.”

My response? “Ok, that’s funny, but 

really, what do you actually want me to 

do with life?” His response was again: 

God calls
World Day of Prayer  

for Vocations, May 7

t Even bigger than the smiles on the faces 

of students are the collaboration efforts 

happening in Racine Catholic Schools.  

[see page 18]
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LIKE WHAT YOU SEE?

Catholicherald.org

Subscribe now to get a year  
of the Catholic Herald for $28.
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CEMENT
JOHN SHEEHAN CONSTRUCTION

Brick, Block, Stone, Stucco, Tuck pointing, 
Chimneys, Retaining Walls, Concrete Work,  

New and Repair. Free Estimates, Accepts Visa and 
MasterCard. Call John: 414-258-9838

HELP WANTED
DIRECTOR OF CEMETERIES

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Madison is seeking a Director  
of Cemeteries to manage the overall operation of its four 
diocesan cemeteries in Madison, Janesville and Beloit. This 
is a full-time, salaried position with benefits. In addition to  
possessing significant experience managing cemetery 
operations and finances, an applicant should be a practicing 
Catholic and active member of their parish. To apply, send 
resumés to Eric.Schiedermayer@MadisonDiocese.org or 
Eric Schiedermayer, Diocese of Madison, 702 S High Point 
Rd, Ste. 225, Madison WI, 53719. 

SERVICES OFFERED
CLEANING OUT

Basements, attics, garages and houses. Will haul away. 
Senior discount. Accepts Visa and MasterCard.  

Call John: 414-258-9838

WANTED TO BUY
BUYING OLD SPORTS CARDS, NON-SPORTS CARDS, 
VINTAGE MEMORABLIA. OLD COINS PRE 1964, MILWAUKEE 
BRAVES, BREWERS AND GREEN BAY PACKER COLLECTABLES, 
ANYTHING OLD. CALL JOHN: 262-510-9029.

BUYING OLD COSTUME JEWELRY. CALL SUSIE: 262-782-
7138 OR 414-405-0454

ARE YOU CLEANING OUT? CASH FOR OLD THINGS.I buy 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS and ESTATES AND estates items. Call 
me BEFORE you clean out and throw away.  You may be 
throwing away money. Furniture and other items from 
1900 until now I buy also. Call Susie 262-782-7138 or 414-
405-0454.

l	FRIDAY, SEPT. 21
Prayer Service: 12:15 p.m., Cathedral of St. John the 
Evangelist, 812 N. Jackson St., Milwaukee. A 30-minute 
communal contemplative prayer service with the 
intention of reconciling and healing racism in our city. 

Fish Fry: 4 to 7 p.m., St. Bernadette, 8200 W. 
Denver Ave., Milwaukee Coleslaw, fries or potato 
salad, bread and coffee included; potato pancakes, 
soda, beer and milk available for purchase. Kids’ 
meals and takeout available. (414)-358-4600, 
stbweb.com.  

Fish Fry: 4:30 to 7 p.m., Queen of Apostles, N35 
W23360 Capitol Drive, Pewaukee. Dine-in or 
carryout. 

ADORE Family Hour: 6:30 p.m., St. Charles, 313 
Circle Drive, Hartland. Family-friendly holy hour 
for parents and children to adore the Blessed 
Sacrament alongside one another. Open gym and 
refreshments to follow.

l	SUNDAY, SEPT. 23

Sunday TV Mass: 5:30 a.m. on WITI-TV channel 6 

and 9 a.m. on WCGV-TV channel 24. For Catholics 
unable to attend a parish Mass due to illness, frailty, 
caregiving for loved ones, inclement weather or 
other grave circumstances. Online Mass video: 
www.heartofthenation.org. Information: 414-475-
4700. 

Mass with Prayers for Health and Healing: 
12:30 p.m., Basilica at Holy Hill, Highway 167, 8 miles 
west of Highway 41, Hubertus, 12:30 p.m. Mass is 
held on Level 3; confessions begin at 11:45 a.m. on 
Level 2. (262) 628-1838. 

Middle Eastern Dinner: noon to 2 p.m. (Divine 
Liturgy at 10:30 a.m.), St. George Melkite Greek 
Catholic Church, 1617 W. State St., Milwaukee. $15 
for adults, $8 for children ages 12 and younger. 
Menu includes kafta, Riz bi Djaj, foul moudammas, 
hummus and Middle Eastern salad.

l	WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 26
Cor Jesu: 7 to 9 p.m., St. Robert, 2200 E. Capitol 
Drive, Shorewood. Prayer with music, silence, 
reconciliation, 8 p.m. Mass, followed by social in the 
parking lot. 

Classifieds

To place a classified ad, call 414-769-3472  
or email: catholicherald@archmil.org

EVENTS

“dame” and referred to as “Sir” 
and “Lady.” They must be baptized 
Catholics who are active in their 
parishes, recommended by their 
pastor and who live lives of exemplary 
Christian witness. They endeavor to 
attend daily Mass, say a decade of 
the rosary each day for peace in the 
Middle East and commit themselves 
to financial support of the Order’s 
charitable works. There are about 
23,000 members worldwide, according 
to the lieutenancy membership 
manual.

Members are also distinguished by 
their formal dress protocol at liturgical 
events like the October Investiture 
(which will be held Sunday, Oct. 21, 
at the Basilica of St. Josaphat). Lay 
members are required to wear black 
tie attire — meaning tuxedos, white 
cape with insignia of rank, beret and 
white gloves for gentlemen and long 
black dress, closed-toed shoes, mantilla 
veil and black gloves for ladies.

The theme of the North Central 
Lieutenancy’s conference weekend is 
inter-religious dialogue in the Holy 
Land, and the conference will be 
hosted by Archbishop Jerome Listecki, 

who is the Coadjutor Lieutenancy 
Prior for the North Central 
Lieutenancy. Other speakers will 
include Count Agostino Borromeo, the 
Very Rev. Thomas Baima and the Most 
Rev. Michael Louis Fitzgerald, MAfr.

“In addition to our conference 
speakers, the days our filled with 
opportunities for private and 
communal prayer,” said Frank LoCoco. 
Perpetual adoration, the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet and the rosary are 
all devotions that will be included in 
the weekend, he said. “The spirit of 
prayerfulness informs what we do 
during the weekend and beyond.”

u  EQUESTRIAN ORDER, FROM PAGE 6

remain vigilant, that we not grow lax 
and repeat the mistakes of the past.

What should the bishops be doing 
now? Letters that I have received 
from concerned Church members 
offer a wide array of suggestions. 
It is clear that the faithful believe 
that while acknowledgement of 
wrongdoing among members of the 
hierarchy is critical, verbal apologies 
are not enough. Some form of public 
reparation on the part of the bishops is 

necessary. Prayer, fasting and penance 
are effective signs of the desire for 
reform and change. One member of the 
faithful spoke strongly about the need 
for an extended period of public acts 
of humility and repentance on the part 
of bishops, including setting aside the 
signs of authority and privilege such 
as mitre, zucchetto, cassocks, choir 
robes, episcopal rings and pectoral 
crosses. A good number of people 
mentioned that it is essential for the 
Church to address the abuse of power 
and privilege and to take steps to put 

an end to the culture of clericalism 
that contributed to covering up crimes 
committed by clergy.

In all of this, it is essential that we not 
lose sight of the survivors of sexual 
abuse. Along with the other bishops, 
I urge victims of abuse by anyone in 
the Church to come forward. Contact 
our victim assistance coordinator 
or local law enforcement. Together 
as members of the Church, we must 
continue to support and pray for 
victims of abuse. 

u  HERALD OF HOPE, FROM PAGE 3

See the Catholic Mamas Page in the Family section this week.



COLLEEN JURKIEWICZ
CATHOLIC HERALD STAFF

Earlier in your priesthood, you served more urban parishes, but 

now you’re in a very rural area. What’s that like for you?

In some ways, where I’m at now is one of the clearer 
associations of how I grew up in Waterford, at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Parish. I grew up in a farming/
construction kind of family, so this area, which has a 
lot of agriculture and manufacturing, is an easy tie-in 
to my history.

How many siblings do you have?

There are eight of us, so I’ve got seven siblings. My 
mom’s the oldest of 11, so on her side of the family 
there are 49 of us cousins. It’s fun — it’s a huge, 
wonderful family, and everyone’s pretty close.

What made you pursue a degree in dairy science?

Originally I wanted to be a veterinarian when I grew 
up. Of course, as high schoolers, we think of about six 
different things we want to be. I didn’t want to be a 
small animal vet, I wanted to be a large animal vet, so 
I studied dairy science at Madison. 

And you changed your mind?

Halfway through, I realized I really didn’t feel a call 
to be a veterinarian, though I kind of liked research. 
After my third year, I discerned that I was called to the 
priesthood. But I decided to finish my degree because 
I had no idea what the priesthood was, or what the 
seminary was.

Do you still love animals?

Oh, yes, I’ve got one dog, and I enjoy gardening and 
getting a lot of dirt under my fingernails, still.

It seems like we have a lot of priests who come from a farming 

background. Maybe it’s something about the work ethic?

Yeah, there’s something that has to do with work ethic, 
because there’s no doubt the priesthood requires work 
ethic.

Is there a particular topic or Gospel you love to preach on?

I do like Jesus echoing the prophet Isaiah — “The 
spirit of the Lord is upon me, he has called me to bring 
glad tidings to the poor.” I’m a secular Franciscan as 

well, and part of the secular Franciscan fraternity 
here, so working with underprivileged people or 
people with addictions is something I kind of have a 
passion for as well.

What drew you to that?

I had the good fortune of growing up near the 
Franciscans who were located in Burlington, so they 
had influence in my high school and teenage years. 
I’ve also had a lot of Franciscan friends over the years.

What will we find you doing on your day off?

I like volleyball. It’s a wonderful game. I’ve made a lot 
of friends through volleyball. At my last parish, I was 
in the fire department for eight years — I was an EMT 
and ran rescue calls as a hobby. But now I’ve got too 
many parish assignments.

How did that work? Were there certain hours you signed up for 

as an EMT?

Yeah, we signed up for three-hour commitments 
so they knew who would be responding, and that 
was reasonably easy for me to do. It wouldn’t be 
uncommon to do an overnight shift, so if something 
came in overnight, I’d jump up and go. 

Were you tired because of that?

I’d be a little tired the next day, but given the number 
of calls, it was a reasonable commitment.

How does that complement your vocation as a priest? 

I think the key part for any kind of ministry these 
days is to get outside of our walls and go out and find 
people. And I’m not saying that I would run a rescue 
call and start preaching to people — it’s just about 
being available, just being out and engaged in the 
community.

Did you ever run into any parishioners on your calls?

Oh, of course. But because of the blessings of HIPAA 
laws, that means that everybody can just relax and 
get the care they need, knowing that if somebody 
breaks the seal of HIPAA they’re in deep trouble. 
It’s kind of like why people come to Confession. They 
know whatever they say to this person isn’t going any 
further. 

15catholicherald.orgSeptember 20, 2018

A former volunteer EMT, Fr. Michael Erwin is an animal lover who comes from a large family.

FR. MICHAEL ERWIN

n  Ordained 1998

n  Pastor of St. Katharine Drexel Parish in Beaver  
Dam and the Tri-Parish Catholic Churches  
of Dodge County

n  Holds a degree in dairy science from the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison

n  Grew up on a hobby farm in Waterford

p Fr. Michael Erwin walks in a Eucharistic proces-
sion for the Feast of Corpus Christi. (Submitted photo)
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BRATS • BURGERS • REFRESHMENTS
GAMES • BAKERY • SILENT AUCTION • TRACTOR PEDAL PULL

St. Michael’s 
FALL FESTIVAL

Dir: Hwy 45 to Kewaskum, East on Hwy. 28, 3 miles.

Sunday, September 30
Polka Mass at 9:00am

with the Goodtime Dutchmen

Turkey and Roast Beef Dinner
with Stuffing & Homemade Desserts

Served 10:30am-2:30pm
Adults- $12.00    Children under 12- $5.00    Under 4-FREE

Carryouts available for $13.00 • Handicap Accessible

Afternoon Music & Food in the tent
by Carol & the Keynotes and

The Goodtime Dutchmen

PACKER
GAME ON BIG
SCREEN TV

BRATS • BURGERS • REFRESHMENTS • GAMES
BAKERY • SILENT AUCTION • TRACTOR PEDAL PULL

St. Michael’s
FALL FESTIVAL
Dir: Hwy 45 to Kewaskum, East on Hwy. 28, 3 miles.

Sunday, Sept. 30
Polka Mass at 9:00am

with the Goodtime Dutchmen

Turkey And
Roast Beef Dinner

with Stuffing &
Homemade Desserts

Served 10:30am-2:30pm
Adults- $12.00    Children under 12- $5.00   

Under 4-FREE
Carryouts available for $13.00

Handicap Accessible

Afternoon Music & Food in the
tent by Carol & the Keynotes
and The Goodtime Dutchmen

PACKER
GAME ON BIG
SCREEN TV

Our Lady of the Lakes Parish

Home-Baked
Ham Dinner & 
Fall Festival
Sunday, October 7

Crafts • Bake Sale • Meat Raffle
Served 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Adults ~ $11
Children under 12 ~ $5.50
Children under 3 ~ FREE

230 Butler St., Random Lake
920-994-4380

www.ourladylakes.org

Come Join
the Fun!

Try it before you rent it at The Polonaise at 
Wilson Commons. Book an autumn getaway!

Your Autumn Getaway Includes: 
• 3 meals a day 
• 24-hour assistance with daily care 
• Pendant for reassurance and safety 
• Enriching Social Activities 
• Telephone, WiFi, & all utilities 
• Weekly housekeeping & laundry services 
• Daily tidying

Call (414) 908-4228 to schedule  

your tour today!

1500 W. Sonata Dr., Milw. 
CapriCommunities.com

Autumn
Getaway

Enjoy an

at The Polonaise
Assisted Living
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p  Students from Notre Dame School of Milwaukee 
pose with a sign noting when they will graduate.
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Bold
THE WORLD NEEDS MORE

WOMEN.

Join us on campus Saturday, Oct. 20 for the 
SOLES FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION WALK!

Do you know a young woman  
ready to find her path? 

Each of Mount Mary’s programs incorporates  
creativity, social justice and leadership to  

provide young women with the knowledge  
and confidence to transform their careers 

and communities.

VISIT CAMPUS
Financial Aid 101  

Thurs., Oct. 11 | 5-8 p.m. 
Nursing 1-2-1  

Information Night  
Tues., Oct. 23 | 5-7:30 p.m. 

Fall Preview Day  
Sat., Oct. 27 | 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS
UP TO $17,000 PER YEAR! 

Register for these events 
or schedule a tour at:

mtmary.edu/visit

Love for Life2018

gala

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20TH

HYATT REGENCY MILWAUKEE

with special guests Ramona Treviño, a former 
Texas Planned Parenthood Manager and 
David Bereit, founder of 40 Days for Life.

Register at www.ProLifeWI.org
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CALLIE GAY
SPECIAL TO THE CATHOLIC HERALD

Lori Suarez, Wauwatosa Catholic School’s new principal, 
has been in Catholic education since she attended St. 
Jerome’s in Oconomowoc when she was a child.

“It’s in my heart,” she said, as she spoke of her many 
happy memories at St Jerome and later at Catholic 
Memorial High School. “I had such a great experience 
growing up being taught through my faith, it was an 
easy decision to go back to it when I decided to pursue 
education as a career.”

Her mother was a teacher, too, and worked as a nursing 
instructor at Marquette for many years, her father 
was the chief of police in Oconomowoc, and the couple 
instilled in their four daughters the importance of 
education and of their faith. Suarez remembers the pew 
her and her three sisters sat in next to their parents 
every week at the 7:15 Mass from the time she was a 
baby until she left for UW-La Crosse after high school.

“Unless it was a holiday and we were at our 
grandparents’ church, we were in that pew,” she said. “It 
felt like it was assigned to us.” 

On Sunday evenings, the family of six would gather with 
cousins and aunts and uncles at their grandparents’ 
house for dinner. As they grew up and the girls got 
married and started their own families, Suarez’s mother 
moved the dinners to her house, and they still meet 
there almost every week to share stories and talk about 
their lives together.

At 83, Suarez’s mother is just credits shy of her 
doctorate.

“It was very uncommon for the time,” Suarez said, “I 
think now that she reflects back on it, she wishes she 
would have achieved it, but her children came first, so 
she didn’t.”  

Following her mother’s example and her mother’s 
passion for education that became her own, Suarez 
entered into her master’s program at Marquette when 
her children Hannah and Trevor were 7 and 9.

“I’m not sure how I did it,” she said of the three years she 
juggled being a mom, a teacher and a student. She knew, 
though, that for her own fulfilment it was something she 
had to do. She remembers how excited her children were 
for her and how they cheered at her graduation, thrilled 
that their mom had accomplished her masters degree. 

“I couldn’t have done it without my husband, my in-laws, 
or my parents. They were there helping me at every step 
of the way,” she said.

Early in their marriage, Suarez and her husband, 
Christopher, juggled first- and third-shift jobs but 
because for most of their married life they’ve lived next 
door to her parents or his, they never had to worry that 
someone wouldn’t be there for their children. She credits 
the people that Trevor and Hannah have become to the 
loving influence of their grandparents.

“Family is most important to me,” she said, “and I am so 
glad I’ve been able to instill that in my children.” 

Suarez dreams of getting her doctorate and laughed 
when she remembered her children asking what came 
next after she’d gotten her masters. They jumped 
around and called her “Dr. Suarez” when she told them 
that her next goal was her doctorate, “someday,” she 
said. “I’d like to go back, but my own children come first, 
and my husband and I are doing our best to help them 
get through financially.”

Both are now away at college, but Suarez and her 
husband look forward to their visits home whenever 
they can get them; they gather at their table for a 
tradition that’s fading as dinners together are fewer and 
farther between.

“When they were growing up, it was a must,” she said. 
“We always felt that it was very important that we all 
broke bread and concluded our days together.”

Because their schedules grow harder to align, 
sometimes dinners happen at 4 p.m., and sometimes not 
until much later in the night, but whenever their kids 
are home, they happen, and Suarez says as long as they 
can, they’ll keep happening.

“We all have our ambitions and dreams but I don’t want 
my children to forget what comes first,” she said. 

What drew Suarez to Wauwatosa Catholic School 
most were the families she saw there and the deep 
connections and strong values she witnessed being 
passed from parents and teachers to the children.

“They’re always caring about one another and praying 
with each other, it’s the kind of community I’ve been 
hoping I would find for a long time, and I’m so blessed 
that the Lord has led me here and given me two 
wonderful families.”

Family Runs Deep for New Tosa Catholic Principal

Principal Lori Suarez comes to Wauwatosa Catholic as an 
educator and an experienced administrator within the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Her teaching career began at St. Leo 
Catholic Urban Academy in Milwaukee, where she taught K4. 
In 2004, she returned to her hometown of Oconomowoc and 
became the K5 teacher at St. Bruno Parish School in Dousman. 
Before joining Wauwatosa Catholic, Suarez was the associate 
principal at Waukesha Catholic for the last six years.

Suarez attended St. Jerome Parish School and then graduated 
from Catholic Memorial High School. She received her 
undergraduate degree from the University Wisconsin-La Crosse 
in elementary education with an early childhood minor. In 2010, 
Suarez earned her masters degree from Marquette University 
in educational leadership. She also obtained a certification as a 
director of instruction.

Suarez views a collaborative school environment as the key 
to creating successful teachers and students. She believes a 
partnership with parents and community members is essential 
to enriching the experience at Wauwatosa Catholic.

Suarez is married and has two children in college. She enjoys 
traveling, biking and running. Lori is training for her 19th 
marathon but competing in the Boston Marathon in 2013 was 
the most memorable.

p Lori Suarez (Submitted photo)
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KAREN MAHONEY
SPECIAL TO THE CATHOLIC HERALD

Frustrated with the lack of Scripture 
understanding in their Protestant 
church, Bud and Miranda Kreier began 
searching for truth and trusted in the 
Holy Spirit to guide them in finding the 
answers. 

“When the Holy Spirit gave us 
understanding, it was like getting hit 
over the head with a 2-by-4,” said Bud. 
“It didn’t hurt, it just opened our eyes; 
we had been blind. We didn’t need 
someone to give us milk like a baby, we 
knew the Holy Spirit would guide us.” 

Married for 15 years, the parents of four 
children, Wesley, 15, Whyte, 14, Wylie, 
11 and Wynter, 8, began researching 
various churches. Raised Protestant, 
Miranda attended church and Sunday 
school each week since she was a child. 
She and Bud were married in her 
childhood church and all four children 
were baptized there. 

“I was baptized Catholic, but wasn’t 
raised Catholic,” said Bud. “My grandma 
took me to a Protestant church, but 
I didn’t start going a lot until I met 
Miranda.” 

Because so many Protestants warned 
them the Catholic Church was in error, 
they researched other faiths instead. 
They attended several Protestant 
churches, but they felt each lacked 
respect for Jesus. 

“We understood that it truly was Jesus 
when we took communion, but others 
seemed to not understand, so I came to 
a point when I told my husband I would 
never step foot in a church again,” said 
Miranda. “I said, ‘let’s build our own.’ Of 
course, he said no. So, again searching 
for truth, I knew it was out there.”

One day, Miranda accidentally turned 
EWTN on the television. She was 

surprised to learn that the Catholic 
Church was teaching the same tenants 
of the faith they learned through study 
and guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

“I told Bud and we went to a Mass. 
It was just Bud and me. We liked it,” 
she said. “We did some more praying 
during the week about what to do. Next 
Sunday came along, I wanted to go to 
Mass again. Bud wanted to go hunting. 
So, Bud went hunting and I prayed that 
God would give him a little push to go 
again if it was right. Shortly after I was 
done praying, Bud came home and said, 
‘I couldn’t sit in the tree stand; want to 
go to Mass again?’ So, we went and here 
we are. We knew it was where the Holy 
Spirit was leading us.”

The family was received into the Catholic 
Church on Aug. 13, 2017, and are 
members of Annunciation Parish in Fox 
Lake. Interestingly, Miranda remembers 
stealing a rosary from the Fatima statue 

outside the same parish when she was in 
the second or third grade. 

“When we started going to the church, I 
went on a trip to Holy Hill with a friend 
and bought a bunch of different rosaries,” 
she said. “When we came through Fox 
Lake, I knew I had to make it right with 
Our Lady to give a rosary back to her; 
so, I placed a rosary back in her hands. I 
didn’t realize it at the time, but it was the 
100th anniversary of Fatima.”

Years before leaving their Protestant 
church, the Blessed Mother seemed to 
intercede in the Kreier’s lives. Several 
years ago, they attended Lifest and 
visited a Catholic booth where the 
children were encouraged to make a 
necklace with religious metals. 

“We weren’t sure if was a good thing for 
them to have the medals of saints and of 
Our Lady at the time because we were 
still Protestant; but we didn’t want to 

ruin the fun the kids were having, so we 
said we’d throw them out later. I know it 
sounds bad, but at the time we thought 
it was wrong,” explained Miranda. “After 
a while, the kids forgot about them and 
we started discarding the medals. Over 
the next two years, the medal of Our 
Lady kept coming back. I would find it 
and throw it away again, but somehow, 
she kept returning. I had all but 
forgotten that medal until about a week 
or so before we came into the Catholic 
Church and there she was again. She 
was a little beat up, but there she was.”

Going through the RCIA program with 
Dcn. Steve and Karen Hayes was an 
excellent experience for Bud, Miranda 
and their children. The parish welcomed 
them as they came into the church, 
which was the same time Fr. John 
Radestski began serving as pastor of the 
parish. 

“Also, our office administrator, Judy 
Wolf, was starting at that time also and 
these were the first to welcome us with 
open arms,” said Miranda. “We have 
a bond with all of them. It seemed as 
though the Holy Spirit had a plan for 
all of us to meet at a starting point. It 
couldn’t have been planned any better.” 

Active in parish ministry, Bud is 
an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion, Miranda helps with money 
counting, and Wesley and Wylie are 
altar servers. Each say their faith has 
increased. 

“I have a stronger relationship with 
God,” said Wesley. 

“It changed my life because now I know 
someone is watching out for me,” said 
Wylie. “It was a new beginning.”

Wynter learned to pray the rosary and 
the Hail Holy Queen. 

“I know much more now than I did 
before,” he said.

Kreier Family Finds Home in Catholic Church

p The Kreier family of Anunciation Parish in Fox Lake joined the Catholic Church just over a 
year ago, after searching for the right answers for their faith. (Submitted photo)
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You Belong Here.

Open House
Tuesday, October 23

5-8pm
piusxi.org

You Belong Here.

Open House
Tuesday, October 23

5-8pm
piusxi.org

1 in 10 babies in Milwaukee County
start with Women’s Care Center.

Many of these babies might not be here today, 
but for the love and support of people like YOU. 

Women’s Care Center baby Noelle

For more information, please visit: supportwomenscarecenter.org

To schedule a tour to visit our Care Center contact:

 
 

 

(414) 915-5736
Katie Tendick, Director of Development Sheryl Laird, Executive Director

(262) 339-6773

This ad is underwritten by Cudahy Linn

CALLIE GAY
SPECIAL TO THE CATHOLIC HERALD

The Office for Marriage and Family 
Life is celebrating a Mass of Hope and 
Healing for those who have lost a child 
at 7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 15, at Christ 
King Parish in Wauwatosa. Annually 
held at different parishes throughout 
the archdiocese, the Mass encourages 
anyone who has suffered child loss 
during pregnancy or after, to come 
together for a time of healing. 

“I think it’s a really valuable thing.” 
Emily Burds, associate director 
of Marriage and Family Life, said. 
“Especially when people are vulnerable 
or if it’s a fresh experience for someone 
and they don’t want to tell the whole 
world about what they’re going 
through.”

Before the Mass, everyone is invited to 
send in the names of their children to 
Rich Harter at 414-758-2215 or harterr@
archmil.org. The names will be added 
to the Book of Remembrance and read 
aloud during the prayer of the faithful. 
Candles will be lit at the front of the 
church for the children, and parents and 
loved ones will be welcome to take home 
a candle after the Mass is over.

The organizers from Marriage and 
Family Life strive to make the event as 

hospitable as they can, knowing that 
grief affects people in many different 
ways. They hope that by hosting a Mass 
and not an event where anyone will 
feel pressured to talk and share openly 
about their loss, they can reach those 
who have had to grieve alone and show 
them that there is support and love 
available to them in receiving Christ in 
the Eucharist at the side of others who 
have suffered a similar great loss. 

Bishop Jeffrey R. Haines will lead 
the Mass and deliver a homily geared 
toward speaking to people’s grief, and 
time will be allowed for quiet prayer 
after the Mass is over.

The organizers from Marriage and 
Family Life hope it will be a chance 
for people to take a step back and let 
themselves be loved and receive some 
healing in whatever stage of grief 
process they’re in.

“It’s nice because they don’t have to 
do anything.” Burds said, “They don’t 
have to share or be anything more than 
what they are. We hope it allows them 
to slow down and receive. We hope that 
they will walk away and feel supported 
and prayed for and if they haven’t 
already begun that healing process, be 
encouraged along the way, and just to 
know that they’re not alone.”

Mass of Hope and Healing  
Slated for Christ King Parish

The Catholic Herald  | It’s all about YOU

NEW LOOK. LOCAL COVERAGE.  
YOUR COMMUNITY.
Learn about what is going on — in your Church, in your parish, in your 
school, in your community — like never before.

Get a one year subscription to the Catholic Herald for $28

catholicherald.org/subscribe
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TWO GUYS 
AND A GOSPEL
NEW PODCAST EPISODE
EVERY WEDNESDAY 
(on Soundcloud and iTunes) 
archmil.org/TwoGuys

10 minutes of conversational brainstorming on this Sunday’s Gospel 
with Fr. Phillip Bogacki and Fr. Ricardo Martin.

u

MADELINE ZUKOWSKI 
CATHOLIC HERALD STAFF 

A worry of many Catholics, especially 
Church leadership, is how to engage 
the young Catholics in the life of the 
Church. In a recent study conducted by 
St. Mary’s Press Research Group and 
The Center for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate at Georgetown University, 
74 percent of 15-25 year olds interviewed 
left the Catholic Church between the 
ages of 10 and 20. 

But perhaps Church leadership should 
also focus on the Deaf community, 98 
percent of which are unaffiliated with 
any church. 

A tool that engages the youth will 
now be translated into American Sign 
Language, capturing both demographics. 
Fr. Christopher Klusman, one of 13 
Deaf priests in the world, one Deaf 
young adult within the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee, various other Deaf young 
adults, priests who work in Deaf ministry 
and other members of the laity will be 
helping the Archdiocese of Kansas City 
with an effort to translate the YOUCAT 
(Youth Catechism of the Catholic 
Church) into ASL. 

The YOUCAT, most popularly read in 
book form, is a summary of the Catholic 
doctrine, arranged in a way attractive 
to youth, including a question-and-
answer format (527 questions in total), 
illustrations and Biblical quotes. The 
book’s foreward, written by Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI, explains that 
with the formation of the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church after the Second 
Vatican Council, it was determined that 
the catechism should be translated into 
the “language of young people.” 

Today, the YOUCAT has been translated 
into 25 world languages. Now, this 
country-wide effort will add ASL to 

the list. Fr. 
Christopher said 
that each of the 
four teams in 
this effort will 
be responsible 
to create 
answers to an 
assigned group 
of questions 
from the 
YOUCAT. In a 
video, a member of the team will sign 
the question, and another will sign the 
response, tying in an example related 
to the Deaf community and a side 
quote to accompany the answer. The 
question-and-answer process is reviewed 
by the team itself, the Archdiocese of 
Kansas City and two priests, including 
Fr. Christopher, who will review the 
content of the videos to ensure nothing 
is inaccurate or contradicts the teaching 
of the Church. Each video will be made 
up of several questions and eventually, 
the whole YOUCAT in ASL will be 
posted on YouTube and made into a 
DVD and/or other visual means. 

Fr. Christopher will sign in some of 
the videos, and the Edgar Vizcarra, a 
Milwaukee Catholic Deaf young adult, 
will sign some of the YOUCAT questions 
in ASL. While the book has been 
translated into English, English is often 
a second language for many Deaf people, 
and Fr. Christopher finds this project 
essential to help the Deaf feel included 
in the Catholic community. 

“American Sign Language is an official 
language that is visual and spatial with 
its own grammar and syntax,” he said. 
“It is the fourth-most communicated 

Country-Wide Effort Creates Catechesis 
Tool for Young, Deaf Community

u  READ MORE PAGE 7

p Fr. Christopher  
Klusman (File photo)
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REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. 
www.muhs.edu/admissions

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2018,  

10 A.M. – 1 P.M.
OPTIONAL MASS: 9 A.M.

In an ever-changing world,  
the values-based education  

at Marquette University High 
School matters now more  

than ever.

Students will lead tours and  
faculty will speak about the 

benefits of a Jesuit education  
and an all-boys school. 

The event is free and open to  
all 6th, 7th and 8th grade boys  

and their families.

JOIN US FOR AN  
UP-CLOSE LOOK.

3401 W. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53208

language in the USA. ASL is the Deaf’s 
first language, while English or Spanish 
may be their second or third language. 
The YOUCAT is focused around videos 
because ASL is not a written language. 
Deaf culture passed on their customs, 
traditions and values through ASL, 
often through storytelling.”

Fr. Christopher said that many YouTube 
videos communicate erroneous 
teachings of the Catholic Church and 
can be dangerous to many in the Deaf 
community, so to have this tool that 
explains the accurate teachings of the 
Church makes this effort even more 
important. He sees this visual tool being 

used in many areas of evangelization, 
catechesis and liturgy such as bible 
studies, RCIA, religious education and 
prayer services. 

“Our youth need to know about God 
and how much God loves them,” Fr. 
Christopher said. “We want the true 
message to be given to them — that 
they have an opportunity to encounter 
Jesus and be opened to him. Through 
the YOUCAT in ASL, our dream is that 
the Deaf can be able to be part of the 
Body of Christ, be strengthened through 
participation in the Sacraments that 
can be more understood through this 
resource and that they know of their 
important role in the mission of the 
Catholic Church.”

u  YOUCAT, FROM PAGE 6

Back to school shopping can be stressful. 
The expense of school uniforms, supplies, 
books and extracurricular activity fees 
can quickly add up. However, it doesn’t 
have to be financially stressful if you plan 
ahead. Check out some quick financial tips 
to help guide you through the school year.

Apply for Scholarships
Scholarships are available for children 
of all ages and are easy to apply for. They 
are typically awarded based on criteria 
often related to academics, service or 
leadership. 

For example, Catholic Financial Life 
offers scholarships to its members for 
elementary school through college. 
When school’s out, members are also 
eligible for $100 annually toward the 
cost of a Catholic retreat or camp.

Buy in Bulk
From preparing lunches to 
replenishing school supplies, making 
a trip to the store becomes a weekly 
occurrence. Buying in bulk will help 
you save money in the long run and 
avoid the constant trips to the store.

Prepare in Advance
Although the new school year has 
already started, begin to map out your 
additional purchases such as graduation 
parties, athletic gear and tutor sessions 
for the remainder of the year. This will 
reduce the need to make last-minute 
purchases and help you stay on track 
with your budget. 

Stay on Budget
Speaking of budgets, don’t forget to 
prepare a budget and do your best 
to stick to it. Be sure your children 
understand the value of a dollar and how 
to create a budget. It will not only help 
you but also them in the long run. 

With expenses continuing to add 
up throughout the school year, 
these budgeting and planning tips 
can help you stay on track and help 
reduce financial strain. Check out 
additional financial wellness tips at 
join.catholicfinanciallife.org/catholic-
financial-life-free-financial-ebooks

Financially Preparing for the New School Year
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Thousands of K-12 educators will 
gather for the 2018 Catholic Educators’ 
Convention from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, 
Oct. 5, at the Wisconsin Center for faith, 
fellowship, and professional learning. 
The theme of the convention is “Catholic 
Education: Legacy of Learning.”

Educators will learn more about three 
critical areas affecting student learning: 
student engagement, student learning 
and student wellness.

The Most Rev. Jeffrey R. Haines, 
Auxiliary Bishop of Milwaukee, 
will begin the general session with 
prayer.  Bishop Haines and Dr. 
Kathleen A. Cepelka, superintendent 
of Catholic Schools, will also present 
Exemplary Recognition awards to 
11 Catholic schools. The Exemplary 

Recognition program honors schools 
that have demonstrated innovation 
and outstanding results in academic 
excellence, educating the whole student, 
mission and Catholic identity, and 
technology integration.  

The keynote speaker is Dr. Tony Frontier, 
an award-winning teacher, best-selling 
author, and assistant professor of 
doctoral leadership studies at Cardinal 
Stritch University.  His presentation, 
“The Voyage of Discovery: Seeing 
Students with New Eyes,” will challenge 
educators to see their classrooms, their 
students, and their role as Catholic 
educators in new ways.

For more information, visit https://
schools.archmil.org/Educators/2018-
Educators-Convention.htm.

Archdiocese of Milwaukee  
Catholic Educators’ Convention
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FR. PHILIP J. 
SCHUMAKER
Parish Priest,  

Milwaukee Archdiocese

WWW.WOMENOFCHRIST.NET | 262.384.8414

FEATURING:

*Conference begins at 8:15 with Archbishop’s Mass—no Mass of anticipation this year. Vendors closed during Mass.
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Register:
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DOORS OPEN AT 6:45 AM
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3000 PLEASANT VALLEY RD., 

WEST BEND, WI

SISTERS OF LIFE
Sharing the beauty  

of all life

DR. SCOTT HAHN
Best-selling author  
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Meaningful Gifts  
 for Memorable Occasions 

First Communion & Confirmation 
Enamel St. Christopher Medals ·∙ Crosses ·∙ Blessing Bracelets 

 

ArmbrusterJewelers.com 
Downtown Cedarburg 

262-377-0480 
W62 N620 Washington Avenue ·∙ Cedarburg, WI 53012 

 

Downtown Cedarburg

Meaningful Gifts for Memorable Occasions

Enamel St. Christopher Medals
Crosses • Blessing Bracelets

ArmbrusterJewelers.com • 262-377-0480
W62 N620 Washington Avenue • Cedarburg, WI 53012

FASTEN YOUR 
SEATBELTS

ANNEMARIE  
SCOBEY-POLACHECK

At a family event over the summer, my 
nephew Alex, 14, sat down in his mom’s 
lap. He stayed there for just a minute, 
looking like a stretched-out toddler 
version of himself, with his long, skinny 
legs overlapping his mom’s, touching the 
floor. He smiled, gave her a quick hug, 
and ran off to hang with his cousins. And 
watching the moment, I wondered if I 
was a witness to the final time of lap-
sitting for a boy and his mom. 

When my children were young, all the 
“firsts” were so important. From first 
bites of solid food (mashed bananas) 
to first steps and first lost teeth, every 
milestone was met with fanfare and the 
recognition that the child was moving 
onto something new. As my children have 
gotten older, I recognize that the “lasts” 
are significant, too, but the problem is, 
we don’t know when the “lasts” happen 
until they have been gone for a while. 
None of my children sit on my lap 
anymore, but I couldn’t tell you exactly 
when was the last time for any of them. 
I suspect Jacob and Liam lost their lap 
time earlier, in deference to their two 
little sisters. And Jamilet, now 15, was 
always on the go and eager to catch up 
with her older siblings, so she likely 
climbed off for the final time somewhere 
around third or fourth grade, but I can’t 
be sure. 

When was the last time Liam pushed a 
car on the floor, making a drooly “rrrrrr” 
sound as he drove it across the rug? 
What was his final Lego creation, before 
he put the blocks away for good? When 
did Jacob choose to relegate his bear, 
Colors, to a basement closet, rather than 
the space next to him, in his bed? Liam 
is in college; Jacob is out of college — for 
them, these events happened a lifetime 
ago; the dates and times these chapters 
closed don’t matter. My sons are looking 
forward — ahead to the first apartment, 
the first real job. When they were little, 

though, I didn’t know a chapter was 
closing, and now I carry a touch of 
sadness. Looking through a family photo 
album, I saw Teenasia, age 6, dressed 
up in a fuzzy dragon costume. She used 
to wear that costume around the house 
all the time, not just for Halloween. And 
then she stopped. I’m not sure when that 
was, or why. But I wish I could give her 
a hug in her final day as a green dragon 
and thank her for the extreme cuteness 
of that period. 

My interest in these “lasts” of my 
children have made me think of my own 
“lasts” that I didn’t know about at the 
time. I was a teacher in my 20s, and when 
I said goodbye to my class of seventh-
graders, I thought I was just taking some 
time off for maternity leave. I ended up 
finding a new profession after having 
Liam, and never went back to teaching. 

The constant movement of life means 
we have many “lasts.” Sometimes we 
are aware of them — like when Bill and 
I recently said goodbye to a dear family 
friend as he was dying — but more often 
we are not. Seasons of life, like actual 
seasons, change gradually. We see the 
leaves changing color in autumn, we 
notice them falling, but rarely notice the 

Is It the Last Time? 

u  READ MORE PAGE 11
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Inherited properties  
Repair problems 
Job transfers
• We can pay cash and can close quickly  
• We buy “as is” 
• We pay most normal closing costs 

COLLEEN JURKIEWICZ
CATHOLIC HERALD STAFF

No one would go to a black-tie event in 
an outfit that hadn’t been laundered 
for months. In the same way, before we 
receive the Eucharist, it’s best to ensure 
that our souls are as “spotless” as 
possible. 

Therefore, your child’s 
First Reconciliation 
will be one of the 
most important 
preparations he or she 
can make for their First 
Communion. 

The writings of saints and popes 
throughout the centuries, supported 
by an abundance of Gospel references 
to Christ’s admiration for the spiritual 
capacity of children, teaches us that if a 
child is mature enough to receive Holy 
Communion and understand the Real 
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist, he 
is also capable of understanding right 
from wrong, and is obliged to seek 
forgiveness for any mortal sins he has 
committed before he approaches the 
Eucharistic banquet.

In fact, it will be important to help 
your child understand that if any 
person knows that he has willfully 
committed a grave sin, he is obligated 
to confess (sacramentally) that sin in 
kind and number before receiving Holy 
Communion. 

This is precisely why we receive First 
Reconciliation before First Communion. 
Many parents will remember the days 
when this practice fell out of vogue 
and was delayed until fourth grade 
— two years after First Communion. 
The traditional practice, however, is 
mandated by the Code of Canon Law 
and the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. 

It’s not that the Church thinks that 
all (or even many) 7-year-old kids have 
committed serious sins. Instead, it’s 
simply a beautiful expression of Holy 
Mother Church’s pastoral care. Imagine 
if there was a 7-year-old who knew that 

he needed to go to Confession 
before First Communion, 

but the sacrament 
wasn’t planned until 
fourth grade at his 
parish. It would be 

embarrassing for him 
to make a special request 

to have First Reconciliation “two 
years earlier” than all of his friends so 
he could confess his sin. But since First 
Reconciliation now naturally precedes 
First Communion, no child will ever be 
put in this awkward position.

Pope Pius X referred to something 
called “the age of discretion” in his 
1910 decree Quam Singulari, which 
required that children be allowed to 
receive both First Reconciliation and 
First Communion around the age of 7. 
That is roughly the age, wrote the Pope, 
when a child can understand both the 
difference between right and wrong, and 
the difference between the Eucharist 
and ordinary bread.

“A full and perfect knowledge of 
Christian doctrine is not necessary 
either for First Confession or for First 
Communion,” wrote Pope Pius in Quam 
Singulari. “Afterwards, however, the 
child will be obliged to learn gradually 
the entire Catechism according to his 
ability.”

It’s also important to remember that a 
child’s First Reconciliation should not 
be an isolated event. In addition to being 

Does First Reconciliation Have  
to Precede First Communion?

u  READ MORE PAGE 11
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Burgers, Wings
Salads, Wraps
Kids meals
Daily specials
Friday Fish Fry

Family Friendly featuring
THE BEST PIZZA IN LAKE COUNTRY!

300 Cottonwood Ave., Hartland
262-369-0079  • www.endters.com

Carry-outs available.
We also do catering.

Parish member
St. Charles Borremeo, Hartland

final leaf. And maybe this is by design. 
Perhaps our brains protect us as they 
prevent our awareness of the thousands 
of “lasts” that join with the thousands of 
“firsts” to make up a child’s first 18 years. 

Amid the loads of laundry, the projects 
at work, the supervision of homework 
and the constant shuttling between 
home, school and practice, parenting 
does not allow for much reflection time. 
We are so deep into the demands of 
the present that a perspective of the 
moment’s significance can be forced 
out of reach. And that can be a blessing, 
because if I knew it was Liam’s final 
Lego tower, I probably would have burst 
into tears, and that would not have 
served young Liam well at all. I may not 
have let go of my tiny dragon girl — and 
she needed me to let go, so she could get 
on with her childhood. I may have asked 
Jacob to harbor Colors for another 
night or forced Jamilet into one more 
storybook on my lap. Our obliviousness 
to the “lasts” is what allows our children 
to grow up. They change gradually, and 
we unknowingly support them, by not 
stopping their transformative moments. 

Yes, we notice later. Later, we glimpse 
what is missing; a habit or an action that 
has been replaced. Our children grow 
outside of our line of sight, without our 
permission. 

For this, I am thankful.

u  THE LAST TIME, FROM PAGE 9

opportunities to receive absolution for 
their sins, frequent trips to Confession 
are a great way for children (and the 
entire family) to begin to think about 
sin — and how Jesus is able to save 
us from it by granting us his loving 
forgiveness — in a more profound 
way. Through frequent Reconciliation, 
children learn how sin separates us 
from Christ, and how the sacrament 
reconciles us to Him.

Help from moms that allow 
Snapchat needed.
My 16-year-old just got a phone. We allowed 
him Snapchat because he was missing 
practices and other group functions 
because his friends were communicating 
these things through Snapchat. He 
and his friends are good kids and their 
communication is innocent. But the 
advertisements are horrible and morally 
questionable. Is there a way to sensor or 
turn off this content? I am about to ban it, 
but my son has done nothing wrong and 
just wants to stay in touch.

While there will always be stuff like that 

everywhere online, and as parents we can 

have no full control, the best way is to always 

talk about these things and have an open 

communication on what kids feel and think when 

they see these things. Educating, communicating 

and building trust are key ... because there will 

always be new things every single day. Blessings 

to you. You can also report (the ads) or click “see 

less like this story.”

— Ruba E.

We do Group Me for my daughter’s high school 

clubs and sports. The coaches sign each team 

up and it’s been great.

— Sam K. 

High school teacher and mom of two teens and 

one pre-teen. I would personally never allow 

Snapchat, I have never seen anything positive 

come from it — only negative. Not allowed at all 

in our house. My teens also have to put phones 

in basket on counter when they are home. Our 

pre-teen will not have a phone until at least 

high school. If kids need to get ahold of friends 

they can text or call, not use social media at all.

— Danielle J.

I was playing on Snapchat this morning to see 

if I could do anything with the “For you” posts. 

I found that if you press “one” and hold it, you 

can remove it and it gives you the option of 

“show fewer of these” or something like that. 

Hope this helps.

— Tammy M.

From Our Moms

u  CATHOLIC MAMAS, FROM PAGE 10
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Oct. 7 Knights of Columbus 
Rosary Walk, Marion 
Mulhall appearance and 
Coast to Coast Rosary 

Oct. 8  All Night Adoration 

Oct. 9  Apparition Anniversary 
Mass

Oct. 11  Father Ubald “Return to 
Champion”  

Oct. 13  World Apostolate of 
Fatima Rosary Rally 

Oct. 14  Padre Pio Mass and 
Relics Tour

America’s only Church-Approved 

Marian apparition site 

right here at Champion, WI 

in the Diocese of Green Bay.

1859-2019

160 YEARS

Plan your pilgrimage today. 920-866-2571 ext. 113, or for more information about 
events at Champion Shrine go to:  www.shrineofourladyofgoodhelp.com.

Oct. 7 Knights of Columbus 

Coast to Coast Rosary 

“Want to pray along with our Novenas 
at National Shrine of Our Lady of 
Good Help? Just download the 
Relevant Radio app and/or tune in to 
your local Relevant Radio station.”
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