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Seventh Sunday of Easter (May 24, 2020) 

Year A RCL 

Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 ;1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11; John 17:1-11 

“This is Eternal Life” 

By: The Rev. Fr. Fabian Villalobos 

 

Today’s gospel continues making evident how Jesus is aware of our human 

fears and needs. As He says goodbye to his disciples in the “farewell discourse”, 

He is praying for them, and also for us. This prayer comes as a testimony of how 

much He cares for human beings, also showing the solidarity and compassion 

of God. 

Liturgically, we are in time of transition between Ascension and Pentecost. 

Jesus made clear that the hour has come for him to be glorified and to return to 

the Father. Jesus’ time on earth like our time follows the design that the Father 

prepares for each human life. In the first lesson, we hear the disciples ask Jesus 

when He was going to restore the kingdom of Israel, Jesus declares, “It is not for 

you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.”  

Only God knows our hour, and while the human time is transitory and brief, the 

divine time is perfection and an expression of the wholeness of God. There are 
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different studies and surveys1 that show how Americans spend their time, and 

not surprisingly much of the time is passed between work, sleep, watching TV, 

household activities, and being engaged in sports or leisure events. This routine 

is not necessarily a bad report, however it shows how mechanical and 

controlled life could become. 

In the regularity of the structure and the administration of our time and 

schedules, there is little or no space to easily tolerate the external factors.  And 

if these factors bring much intensity and pressure, our time is out of control and 

all our life seems out of control. 

One of the principles of the Christian life recommends for all people to make 

time to nurture their relationship with God. The Christian tradition teaches that  

during a specific time in the course of the day, the believer is called to make 

space for God. In the morning, noon, afternoon, evening, or at night, we are 

called to stop our actions to pray. It is in this prayer time that our ordinary time 

becomes a divine reality.  

Jesus himself experiences a deep commitment through prayer with the Father 

to the point of mentioning, that they are one. Jesus prays for the disciples 

 
1 U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. American Time Use Survey Summary 

https://www.bls.gov/news.release/atus.nr0.htm 

https://www.bls.gov/news.release/atus.nr0.htm
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because He knows that they need protection especially living in the world. The 

world in John’s Gospel shows the tension between the beautiful reality created 

by God; and also, the place where the evil reigns and death is present.  

“I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 

Holy Father, protect them in your name.” 

Jesus prays to the Father for us. His love is concrete in this petition of 

protection. He wants us to be safe, to have the strength to endure all threats and 

trials that we find in the world. The Father's protection guarantees that we are 

never alone, that those who belong to Him are cover by his mercy and grace. 

Before asking for our protection, the prayer that Jesus made reveals the idea of 

glory with His departure. Contrary to “human glory”, Jesus’ time of glory and 

the hour of Jesus includes the extreme love until the end, where Jesus leaves 

this world, to die, and to offer His life for all. Glory then is communion with God 

and dying to our own desires. In reading John’s gospel, Jesus’ glory is found in 

the prologue and is related to the Incarnation.   

 “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 

glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace 

and truth.” John 1:14 
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The glory then is visible in Jesus body since the moment He became flesh. I 

believe this is the same for the church; people can see the glory of God in the 

communion of believers, each time that we work, love, accept and help each 

other the glory of God becomes flesh in us. Each time a person works 

deliberately for their own interest, the glory of God is denied and the 

communion with Him is interrupted. 

As Jesus is ready to return to the Father, He prays for His friends that remain 

behind in the world. Jesus expresses that to have knowledge of the Father is 

eternal life. Different from the momentary time of human life, the eternal life 

God offers is a reality worth all our efforts. Notice that this knowledge more 

than abstract concepts is participation and experience; knowledge includes 

obedience and submission. 

Like the glory becomes real when the community intentionally works with the 

same purpose in mind, the knowledge of God the Father and God the Son is 

possible when we open our hectic and selfish schedules to the mystery and 

contemplation of God’s presence all around us. To know God is to be in 

relationship with Him, the eternal is present now in the circumstances of our 

lives.   
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When we reflect upon life, we discover that all human existence is a time of 

transition, a series of stages, moments, and times where we are limited to the 

continuity of activities. The life eternal that Jesus shows in the Father is 

something much deeper than any other human experience. I invite you to see 

with a clear and positive vision, the transitory and adversity of life’s journey, 

only then you will learn to appreciate and desire the invitation to know God the 

Father and Christ Jesus, and to work in attaining eternal life. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 


