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Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 22 

October 4, 2020 

Year A RCL 

Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:7-14; Matthew 21:33-46 

“Let us kill him and get his inheritance.” 

By: The Rev. Fr. Fabian Villalobos 

 

 

In the past months the tragic deaths of:  Breonna Taylor in Louisville, KY 

(3/13/2020), George Floyd in Minneapolis, MN (5/25/2020), Ahmadu Arbery 

in Glynn County, GA (2/23/20202), Tony McDade in Tallahassee, FL 

(5/27/2020), Dion Johnson in Phoenix, AZ. (5/25/2020), have made national 

news and sparked violent protests, riots, and killings all across America and 

other parts of the globe. 

 

These tragic deaths, are lives that have been taken by devastating 

circumstances that exposed the fragility of the human justice and show how 

these cases are not an isolated episode of violence, but are instead the more 

common denominator of our violent society. Everyday across the United States 

and the world there are incidents, injuries and death. Intentional or 

unintentional, people lives are destroyed and taken away forever. This culture 
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of death is taken more and more space of the private and public dimensions of 

our lives and is transforming the whole human society in a negative way.  

 

Today, the Word of God offers for us a clear illustration of how much violence 

and killing are present in the human relationships.  Violence and death seem to 

be the easy way to maintain, regain, or to keep control.  From the Christian point 

of view, two main conclusions are necessary in front of the violence of our 

society: 1. God who created life is the Owner and Father of each creature; only 

God has the authority to take life. As followers of Jesus we are called to protect 

and preserve all forms of human life. We must also include the respect and care 

for the environment and animals, following the example of blessed Francis of 

Assisi who’s feast we celebrate today! 

2. Each person is steward of his/her own life, but we are connected and 

therefore responsible also of the lives of the others. 

 

In both lessons today from Isaiah and the Gospel of Matthew, tell the story of 

the vineyard.  In each story, the Lord of the vineyard gives good soil, choice 

vines, and ample protection for the vineyard. However, he does not receive the 

good fruit that the vineyard should have given him, either because the vineyard 
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doesn’t produce good fruit (wild grapes in Isaiah) or because the tenants won’t 

give the good fruit to him (Gospel). 

 

The wicked tenants of the parable in the Gospel are looking only for their own 

interest, they change the normal order of things and instead of being satisfied 

as  tenants, they want to become owners and landlords, “When the harvest time 

had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants 

seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another.” 

 

The vineyard in the parable is not unfruitful, the produce is there, they have a 

good harvest however, they want to keep all the produce for themselves. The 

corruption of their hearts, the unmeasured ambition, they limit love for 

themselves and others making them see the reality only in a selfish way “Again 

he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way.” 

 

The second attempt of the owner of the vineyard shows his authority and the 

intention to recover his property, nonetheless their answer is the same- 

rejection, violence and killing. This is the option the wicked tenants have 

chosen; this seems the only way possible for some selfish people. 
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For the third time the landlord sent someone special, this time it is his own son: 

“he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants 

saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get 

his inheritance.” 

 

While the landlord is saying they will respect my son, they are saying let us kill 

him and get his inheritance. This is one of the crucial moments of the parable, 

the landlord is looking for an opportunity to resolve the conflict and is willing 

to risk the life of his own son, instead the wicked tenants are too much into 

themselves, they have killed before, and are avid to do it again to unlawfully 

keep not only the produce of the harvest but the whole vineyard and become 

the landlords. 

 

I believe this is one of our many private and social sins right now, we are acting 

more like landlords instead of tenants.  People are killing other people since we 

are removing the responsibility of being stewards and tenants of human life. 

We like more the idea of being owners and landlords and we certainly do not 

want to give the produce of own vineyard. 

 



5 
 

This parable is addressed to the religious leaders of Jesus time. They are 

compared with the wicked tenants and since they are not producing fruits and 

decide to kill the son, the owner of the vineyard will give it to other tenants. 

This parable is also spoken for us today, for our time and circumstances. Some 

of the tenants in our society are becoming wicked.  

 

When Jesus asked those listening to him, “Now when the owner of the vineyard 

comes, what will he do to those tenants?”  The answer we hear is from human 

logic: “They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and 

lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest 

time.” 

 

People killing people is a human answer and not the logic of God. Remember 

that God is the Creator of all lives, He does not create wretches to put them to a 

miserable death, this is something humans do, not God. This rhetoric of 

destruction is contrary to God’s desires for his creation. The violence, shootings, 

injure or killing people is our monologue not the dialogue that God has 

established with humans. 
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“Therefore, I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given 

to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom.”  

 

God’s kingdom, embodied in Jesus, is the cornerstone. When we miss it, 

especially when it has been so clearly pointed out to us, we have only ourselves 

to blame for our destruction. 

 

If we live broke inside or feed a culture of death, it is not because God wants 

that for our lives, it is because we chose to live like landlords, we chose to kill, 

we chose to separate ourselves from God, we are rebellious and want to do only 

our own will.  

 

For us Christians, the epidemic violence we live in our society today is an 

opportunity to embrace and witness our faith. We cannot ignore the 

brokenness of the world instead we are sent to live our own lives as stewards, 

tenants, farmers, people who produce and help others produce fruits. Life is 

God’s harvest, He is the owner, He owns us, let us humbly and grateful recognize 

this. Amen. 

 

 


