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October 18, 2020 

Matthew 22:15-22 

Christ Church, Dallas 

 

Citizenship 

 

It is very appropriate that we come to this passage this morning, just a few weeks 
before we are called upon to perform an important civic duty. 

 

We talk a lot about the duties we are obligated to perform to our government.  
And even if we don’t always like these duties most of us recognize their 
importance and are very careful to keep them.  We are careful to vote, and we 
are careful to respond when called upon to  perform jury duty; and we’re careful 
to pay our taxes.  And of course we are grateful for those who rise up for our 
nation’s defense through their service in our military.  These are among the most 
important obligations we can fulfill. 

 

But every Christian has a double citizenship.  We are citizens of the country in which 
we happen to live.  We owe to the state a debt of obligation.  Because as Christians 
we are persons of honor we must also be responsible citizens.  We owe the state 
our education, medical services, provisions for our old age and unemployment. 

But the Christian is also a citizen of heaven.  There are matters of religion and of 
principle in which the responsibility of the Christian is to God. 

 

I believe that this morning’s passage touches on this whole matter.  We should, of 
course, be very careful to perform our duties as citizens of our earthly government.  
But we should be even more careful to  perform the greater duties and obligations 
we owe to God.  
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I want you to think about a few things and then I want to ask you some questions 
about those things. 

 

First, think about the checks you have written, and the bills you have paid, and the 
purchases you have charged over the last few weeks.  How have you spent your 
money?  Next, think about where you have been, what you have done, and who 
you have been with over the last few weeks.  How have you spent your time?  And 
finally what are the values that you would say guide your life, that give you meaning 
and purpose. 

 

God is somewhere in the midst of those three things.  And so are your emperors. 
The answers you gave to these questions reveal their presence and your 
relationship with them.  I know this to be true in my own life. 

 

I have no judgements about whatever your answers might be and I’m not 
suggesting that there are any right or wrong answers.  I am asking you to think 
about how you spend your capital.  And by capital I’m not just talking about your 
time and your money.  I’m talking about all that you are and all that you have, the 
entirety of your life.  Are you living the life you say you want to live? Is your life one 
of authenticity? Is there coherence and wholeness to your life? 

 

It sounds simple enough.  It sounds like we should be able to just take a piece of 
paper, divide it into two columns, one for God and one for our emperors and just 
start making our lists.  We hear Jesus saying there is God’s stuff and there is the 
emperor’s stuff. Then we try and divide up our lives and our world between church 
and state, religion and politics, sacred and secular, tithe and taxes, spirit and 
matter, heaven and earth, humanity and divinity as if they are completely separate 
and unrelated, as if they are in opposition and have nothing to do with each other. 

 

This is at the heart of the question posed to Jesus.  



3 
 

So how does Jesus answer the question? Is it the emperor or God? Yes, yes it is.  
That’s his answer. 

Where the boundaries between the two lie, Jesus does not say. 

This is for our own conscience to test.   

We talk and live our lives as if there is no integrity or coherence between them.  
When we do that we often exclude God from a large part of our lives and our world. 

 

I don’t think Jesus is trying to separate or bifurcate our lives or our worlds.  He is 
not asking us to divide our loyalties or compartmentalize our lives.  Instead he is 
holding before us the reality of both God and the emperor.  Both are real and both 
are a part of our lives and our world.  Jesus stood in the tension between both 
realities. If we stand in that place we stand with Jesus.  It isn’t comfortable or easy 
but it is real. 

As you look at your two lists of what goes in God’s column and in the emperor’s 
column what do you find?  Are these two lists mutually exclusive, always in 
opposition or can they be complimentary?  Must we always choose one over the 
other?  I think we will learn that the struggle of living with and between God and 
our emperor helps us reflect and examine our lives. 

 

What Jesus teaches us here is that the true Christian is at one and the same a good 
citizen of his country and a good citizen of the Kingdom of heaven.    We should not 
fail in our duty to either God or our neighbor. 

 Peter tells us: “Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme or to governors, as to those who are 
sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do 
good.  For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men – as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as 
bondservants of God.  Honor all people.  Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor 
the king. (1 Peter2:13-17) 

VOTE  Amen. 
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