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Fourth Sunday in Lent 2020 (March 22) 

Year A RCL 

1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 

“Seeing life like the blind beggar” 

By: The Rev. Fr. Fabian Villalobos 

 

  In this moment of anxiety and perplexities where all human certainties 

are shaken by a virus that expose the vulnerability of our physicality and social 

system; we all in one way or another, are called to a deep reflection. All our 

possessions, abilities and capacities are short to describe how we value and 

appreciate the physical health right now and especially how we want to 

preserve our life for ourselves and for those around us. 

  No matter how skeptical or well-prepared people respond to this 

pandemic, the human race is under pressure to look at the essentials of life. 

When we think about them, easily it is possible to discover that all our human 

securities are insufficient to provide the peace and wholeness that only God can 

offer to us.  

  Like in any other moment of darkness, the consolation and support for 

our days is found in God, which Scripture shows how unchangeable His 

compassion is, and how differently He sees from what our human sight sees.  
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  In this fourth Sunday of Lent, a common thread in the readings for today’s 

coronavirus are: seeing, blindness, and Jesus as the light of the world. 

In the First Lesson we hear: “The Lord does not see as mortals see... the 

Lord looks on the heart” (Samuel 16:7). 

  In the Epistle to the Ephesians we hear: 

“Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light” (Ephesians 5:8). 

  In the Gospel we hear: “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world” (John 9:5). 

  These references to seeing and discovering who Jesus is and how God 

works are not exclusive of this Sunday, in fact the past two Sundays of Lent we 

heard: 

  In the encounter with Nicodemus (Second Sunday of Lent): Jesus 

answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without 

being born from above” (John 3:3). 

In the encounter with the Samaritan woman last Sunday (Third Sunday 

of Lent):  “The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet” (John 4:19) 

and “She said to the people, “Come and see a man who told me everything I have 

ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” (John 4:29). 
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  These stories of the Gospel show the way how God sees, for our 

consolation in this moment is important to verify that God and Jesus are always 

looking with mercy. Take for example today’s Gospel, “As Jesus walked along, 

he saw a man blind from birth”. 

  Before the encounter with this blind man, Jesus knows that He was going 

to heal him, He sees him with eyes of compassion. In the midst of the crowd, 

Jesus’ eyes and attention are fixed in this beggar who is blind from birth.  The 

disciples instead want to understand who is to blame for his blindness and why 

is he blind? Often, we like them, want to find answers to our many whys? 

Especially in moments of pain and sufferance like the one we are living right 

now, many people ask: How is possible that God who is love allows this 

pandemic and tragedy?  

  Certainly, they must be ignoring the cross of Jesus and forgetting about 

his passion, pain, and temptations. They complain to God because they 

understand God only to their own convenience, where God is reduced to just 

being the giver of good things and the protector against evil.  

  Our God instead is so much more; He respects the human freedom, He 

requires our collaboration, we are not marionettes in the hands of a superior 

being. The Bible shows over and over how God works with us and through us.  
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Take today’s Gospel “When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made 

mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, 

wash in the pool of Siloam” (John 9:6-7). 

  Does Jesus have the power to heal this person even without touching 

him? For sure we have seen many occasions where His voice is enough to 

accomplish the miracle like in the healing of the son of an officer on Capernaum 

(John 4:50) or like we are going to hear next Sunday when He rises Lazarus from 

the dead.   

  Instead of the miracles which are extraordinary signs to show God’s 

presence and power, Jesus points out the ordinary small things we need to do 

to see God. Today’s gospel, this person is born blind and only God knows why, 

and Jesus tells his disciples, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was 

born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him” (John 9:3). 

  This blind beggar then becomes our teacher and the teacher of all those 

who are seeking God. Even if the Pharisees like many in our society allude 

understanding of the religious system imagining to know God, I believe it is 

important here to mention that it is possible to suffer “spiritual blindness”. It is 

possible to know doctrines, participate in church, tithe, and be involved in 

ministries, and not even for these reasons a person knows and obeys God. 



P a g e  | 5 

 

   If we observe well, the first thing the blind beggar does is to obey Jesus. 

At this point is important to stop and reflect, how often we obey God? How 

much we obey the commandments? What place God has in my life? 

  When we answer honestly, our obedience is lacking which is different 

from the beggar. He is blind from birth, is a beggar, he has nothing and lacks all 

that we possess. We instead have everything, both physical and material, and 

yet we are too busy to listen and obey God. 

I was reading a Facebook post that summarized how we have been way 

to far being an individualistic and selfish society noting, “To the people who 

have bought 27 bottles of soap leaving none on the shop shelves for others, you 

do realize that to stop getting coronavirus, you need other people to wash their 

hands too.” This is the attitude that we need to reflect on to see what is 

happening outside our homes and inside our hearts during these days of the 

pandemic.   

We have seen the assault of grocery stores, the rise in buying of firearms 

and the drastic drop in the stock market and the lack of preparedness.    

Fortunately, we have also witnessed the best of people in these days, many are 

tireless working in hospitals, grocery stores, police and fire stations, many are 

volunteering and working in silence for the welfare of all. 
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  When we return to the Gospel, our blind beggar went obediently to the 

pool of Siloam (which means Sent). He has clay in his eyes and trust abundantly 

in this unknown person that ordain him to go. 

  Going to Siloam is not only a participation in his healing, it is the process 

to pass from blindness to light.  This is the same for us, as we move in this time 

of blindness, we remember our own Siloam, our own Baptism.  The fact that 

Siloam means “Sent” is an indication that Jesus sent our blind beggar teacher to 

see inside of himself; Jesus sent and receives him and does the same with us. 

Let’s hear from St. Ambrose of Milan (339-397) about this moment of the 

Gospel: 

“The only reason for his mixing clay with the spittle and smearing it on 

the eyes of the blind man was to remind you that he who restored the 

man to health by anointing his eyes with clay is the very one who 

fashioned the first man out of clay, and that this clay that is our flesh can 

receive the light of eternal life through the sacrament of baptism. 

You, too, should come to Siloam, that is, to him who was sent by the 

Father (as he says in the Gospel. “My teaching is not my own, it comes 

from him who sent me).” Let Christ wash you and you will then see. 

(Letter 80, 1-5: PL 16, 1326-1327) 
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  Don’t forget that we are in the time of Lent, we are in the wilderness 

where the tempter put Jesus to the test. Follow the example of our blind beggar 

teacher, look at the essentials of life, obey Jesus commands and (go to Siloam), 

do what you need to do to help God work in your life 

As we navigate the following weeks in which anticipate more discomfort 

and a tremendous disruption in the mode how we live until now, is opportune 

to keep repeating the comforting words of today’s Psalm 23 verse 4: 

 “Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me” Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


