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Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost, Proper 27 

November 8, 2020 

Year A RCL 

Amos 5:18-24; Psalm 70; Matthew 25:1-13 

“Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

By: The Rev. Fr. Fabian Villalobos 

As we get close to the end our liturgical year, the readings take us to meditate 

and reflect on the last realities which in Latin are called novissima, and refer to 

the end of times. This part of the Christian theology is called eschatology 

studies and answers concerns about death, afterlife, Heaven or Hell, the 

second coming of Christ, and the Last Judgement. 

Even if we often forget or ignore these “last things”, they are part of our 

human and Christian realities, and consequently they are an inevitable 

moment in our Christian journey where we meet God. The Word of God 

reveals and anticipates to humanity that the moment will come where we will 

find ourselves alone in front of God. This warning, far from wanting to scare 

the people, wants to indicate that the power of God surpasses even life itself. 
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The mention of the “last things” has been present along all revelation, for this 

reason the first lesson from the prophet Amos talks about the “day of the 

Lord” as the moment when things will change drastically, a moment when 

people are judged and confronted with their own actions.  

The metaphorical language used to describe that the “day of the Lord” will be 

a day of darkness and violence and does not necessarily signifies destruction 

and the end of all, but rather the exclusive occasion for each one to respond 

for their own conduct and actions. What is guaranteed is that the day will 

come, and no one will be able to escape from it, “As if someone fled from a 

lion, and was met by a bear.” 

In the prophecy of Amos, the people are called to conversion and true 

worship. The “day of the Lord” requires actions of justice and righteousness, 

more than empty solemn assemblies, festivals, burnt and grain offerings. The 

“day of the Lord” will put in evidence the lack of impartiality and virtue, 

condemning and crashing those who worship God and those who don’t have 

compassion or love for others. 

The prophecy is directed not for the outsiders or aliens, but to the people of 

Israel, the people that have been chosen by God who are expected to behave 

different from the other people. Since, they belong and are part of Israel, they 
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ought to love God and others. Nonetheless, some have reduced the adoration 

to a mechanical repetition of actions and rituals where they worship God, but 

are disconnected to everyday life.  

This prophecy of Amos is always actual as we also could fall by disconnecting 

our beautiful liturgical services from the streets of those who live in 

marginalization, poverty and injustice. The preparation for the “day of the 

Lord” calls for us to live with wisdom and preparedness always knowing that 

judgement is coming. The outcome of that day depends only on us and our 

capacity to be ready, and allowing the waters of justice and righteousness to 

be streams of life as Martin Buber said: “YHWH establishes justice, and 

depending on the human response, it can become God’s ongoing, life-giving 

presence in the world, or it can pile up into a flood of destructive judgment.”1 

Following with the invitation to be ready for the “day of the Lord”, the gospel 

invites us all today to be watchful and equipped. The parable of the ten 

bridesmaids points out the need to carry our lamps with oil while we are 

waiting. The division of the ten bridesmaids into two groups of foolish and 

wise wants to demonstrate the contrast and opposite response for the wait.  

 
1 Martin Buber, The Prophetic Faith (New York: Collier, 1949), 100-102. 
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While the wise carry their lamps with extra oil and are prepared for a long 

wait, the foolish only are ready for a short while. In the middle of the night 

when their lamps are fading, the foolish want to appeal to the generosity of 

the wise which again demonstrates the wisdom of the wise recognizing that 

the oil they have was enough only for themselves. When the foolish are forced 

to go out in the middle of the night to buy oil, it is in then that the bridegroom 

came and the foolish are left out of the wedding banquet for their incapacity to 

plan ahead and live responsibly. 

The second coming of Lord is called Parousia in Greek and refers to the 

coming, the arrival or visit of someone that was expected. For us Christians we 

profess and believe that “He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead”, we wait for his return and understand that only God is judge. 

Some Fathers of the Church understood the lamps to represent baptism. All 

members receive the gift that carries the light, but it depends on each one’s 

capacity to keep it lit. Waiting is never easy, it has been always difficult to 

remain ready.  We can struggle to maintain the lamps lit, but in imitating the 

wise bridesmaids it is necessary to be awake understanding that “He will 

come again” and the “day of the Lord” will be here at an unexpected hour. So 

then, be prepared, and strive to enter and enjoy the wedding banquet! Amen.  


