
Moving our Mission Forward through 
Partnerships: Buffalo Neuroimaging Analysis 
Center Advisory Council 
Christine Reilly, CEO of The Boston Home, is well-known for 
always being on-the-go. From managing day-to-day 
operations, and keeping up with ever-evolving Covid-19 
guidelines, to checking in with staff and residents throughout 
the day to hear the latest news about grandchildren or admire 
how a watercolor painting is coming along, her days are full-to-
the-brim. Still, Christine is committed to making time to reach 
beyond the walls of The Boston Home to connect with partners 
who are engaged in work that aligns with our organizational 
mission. She serves on the Board of Directors of the 
Massachusetts Senior Care Association and on the Advisory 
Council for the University of Buffalo Neuroimaging Analysis 

Center (BNAC).  

On the BNAC Advisory Council, Christine joins a dedicated 
team of advisors, all of whom either have multiple sclerosis or 
have been personally impacted by the disease. Advisory Council 

Chair Larry Montani says this approach is critical to BNAC's focus on advancing patient-informed 
research. Montani joined the council because three of his siblings were diagnosed with multiple 
sclerosis. “I first joined the New York Chapter of the National MS Society,” says Montani, “and 
through that connection learned about BNAC. Almost everyone on the Advisory Council has MS, 
and everyone is committed to fighting MS and finding a cure. That’s what unique— Dr. Zivadinov, 
the Director of BNAC, is always listening to patients, always patient-focused.” 

Montani, whose late sister Mary Jo was a resident of the Boston Home, suggested that Dr. Zivadinov 
and the BNAC team visit The Boston Home to get to know our unique community, where the 
majority of residents live with advanced MS. Dr. Zivadinov and his team were happy to make the trip 
in 2019, and to meet with The Boston Home staff and residents. The connection was immediate, and 
powerful. “It really was a mission moment,” says Montani, “Dr. Zivadinov and his team were able 
to see, first-hand, MS at its most advanced stages. There are lessons that can be learned here, that 
could change outcomes in the future, and you see that taking shape with the CASA MS study.” 

CASA MS is a partnership between BNAC and The Boston Home that grew directly from that initial 
visit. CASA MS is a Comprehensive Assessment of Severely Affected Multiple Sclerosis that aims to 
identify features and risk factors of severe MS, develop more sensitive outcome measures to better 
monitor disease progression, and to better understand how protected enriched environments, like 
the one in The Boston Home, can contribute to patient health.  

Through CASA MS and her service on the BNAC Advisory Council, Christine Reilly works to connect 
The Boston Home with the broader MS community. “It’s wonderful to have Christine represent The 
Boston Home community on the BNAC advisory council,” said Larry Montani, “I have found that 
the MS community has an endless sense of hope,” says Larry Montani, “That is what motivates those 
of us on the BNAC Advisory Council, knowing that there is reason to hope for a better future for 
people with MS because of these research efforts.” 
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