
 

 

 

 

 

We will seek to unpick some assumptions about transparency and accountability 

by looking at the unintended consequences of accountability mechanisms in China. 

That is; local officials seeking to minimise the risk posed by accountability 

mechanisms by doing as little as possible.  When we think about the application 

of the principles of transparency and accountability to administrative conduct in 

Chinathe harms upon which we tend to focus relate to those resulting from 

exceeding the lawful limits of power or abuse of power. What we do not expect 

to find, and what administrative law principles in China do not address very well, 

is the problem of failure to act and the harms that arise out of this failure. Yet 

inertia is an increasingly serious problem of administration in China. We explore 

the ways in which transparency and accountability have been implicated by 

increasing the cost and risk of administrative action and have been used as a tool 

to strengthen disciplinary control by the Party and higher-level authorities over 

local authorities.   
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