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San José Student Poetry Contest Supporting a Creative Response to Litter 
 

SAN JOSE, Calif., (Oct. 15, 2018) The City of San José’s Public Art Program 

and Environmental Service Department are collaborating with Mighty Mike McGee, current 

Poet Laureate of Santa Clara County, on a new initiative titled “Litter-ature,” a creative 

response to litter awareness and prevention through a student poetry contest. Outreach 

support is also being provided by San José Parks, Recreation & Neighborhood Services’ 

Anti-Litter Program. 

Middle school and high school students in the City of San José are invited to submit up to five 
short poems that inspire people to put their trash into public litter cans, protecting nature, 
wildlife, and our streets. Content may inspire awareness, personal responsibility, connections 
to community and environmental responsibility.  

The contest will be juried by professional poets and community members who will select the 
winning poems that will become permanent artwork affixed to 500 new public litter cans to be 
installed in San José business districts in 2019.  In addition to the winning poems being 
creatively featured on the litter cans, prizes will be awarded to honorable mentions. 

Submissions will be accepted on line at the contest website: www.litter-ature.info.  Young 
poets are encouraged to work with short form poetry, such as haiku and/or tanka, a form 
similar to a haiku, with a 5-7-5-7-7 syllable count. All entries must be submitted by noon on 
November 15th, 2018. Winners will be announced by December 14th, 2018 

 
What:   Litter-ature Poetry Contest 

When: October 15, 2018 through November 15, 2018 

Where:  Submission accepted on the project website: www.litter-ature.info 

Who:  Students attending Middle and High School in San José, Calif. 
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About the Mighty Mike McGee, Poet Laureate of Santa Clara County 
The Poet Laureate's role is to elevate Santa Clara County residents’ awareness of poetry, and to help 
celebrate the literary arts. McGee, a long-time resident of the San José area and a local fixture in the 
poetry community, is a performance poet, storyteller, writer, comedian, creator of open mic events, 
and facilitator of San José Poetry Slam since its inception. Mike McGee holds several poetry slam 
championship titles, and is the first slam poet to win both the American National Poetry Slam 
Individual Grand Championship (2003) and the Individual World Poetry Slam Championship (2006). 
McGee’s poetry publications include “The Graveyard Shift,” From Page to the Stage; “Open Letter to 
Neil Armstrong,” Spoken Revolution Redux; and In Search of Midnight: A Collection of Poems by Mike 
McGee. As a poet, he has toured throughout the U.S., Canada and Europe. He has performed at the 
University of Paris, on HBO's Def Poetry Jam, on CBC Radio & Television, and is a regular on 
NPR's Snap Judgment. 

 
About the San José Public Art Program 
The City of San José Public Art Program (SJPA) seeks to build community identity by initiating artworks 

and exhibitions that enhance the civic landscape. Public art strives to reflect the City’s diversity, 
historic richness, and envision its present and future. Through this partnership between SJPA, ESD 
and DoT, public art will have the unique opportunity to investigate, motivate and support our 
community’s relationship to their infrastructure. 

 
About the San José Environmental Service Department 
The mission of the City of San José Environmental Services Department (ESD) is to “work with our 
community to conserve resources and safeguard the environment for future generations.” Through the 
ESD, San Jose strives to become an environmentally and economically sustainable city – designed, 
constructed and operated to minimize waste and efficiently use its natural resources.  
 
About the City of San José’s Anti-Litter Program 
The City of San José ’s Anti-Litter Program offers assistance to the residents of San José. Our vision 
is to create a litter free and cleaner San José. 
 
About the City of San José 
With more than one million residents, San José is one of the most diverse large cities in the United 
States and is Northern California’s largest city and the 10th largest city in the nation. San José’s 
transformation into a global innovation center has resulted in one of the largest concentrations of 
technology companies and expertise in the world. In 2011, the City adopted Envision San José 2040, 
a long-term growth plan that sets forth a vision and a comprehensive road map to guide the City’s 
anticipated growth through the year 2040.  
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