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                                      Hugs and Kisses from San José City Hall 
Get your picture taken by the XO artwork at San José City Hall on February 14, 2019 by a 

professional photographer for FREE 
 
SAN JOSE, Calif. – In celebration of Valentine’s Day, the City of San José Office of Cultural 
Affairs invites you to share your love for public art by having your photo taken in front of the 
artwork XO at San José City Hall with the people you love – friends, family, colleagues, or 
your special someone. Professional photographer, David Lepori, will be stationed in front of 
the artwork on February 14 at lunchtime from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm, and again in the evening 
from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm.  
 

WHAT:  Free photos at the artwork XO  
WHERE:  San José City Hall, 200 East Santa Clara Street, San José, CA 95113 
WHEN:  February 14, 2019, from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm and from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
WHO:  You and ones you love 

 
Each group will receive a complimentary copy of their photo printed on the spot. Limit one per 
group. Photographs will be taken on a first-come, first-served basis while supplies last. Plan 
to get there early!  
  
The artwork, XO, by Laura Kimpton with Jeff Schomberg, is part of the three-year Playa to 
Paseo partnership between the City of San José Office of Cultural Affairs and Burning Man 
Project to site temporary artworks throughout San José. XO was installed on October 20, 
2018 and will be up through February 28, 2019. A companion work, HaHa also by Laura 
Kimpton with Jeff Schomberg is currently on view in Hammer Theatre Plaza through the end 
of February.  
 
About the City of San José 
Known as the Capital of Silicon Valley, San José is the nation’s tenth largest city and the 
largest city in Northern California, with an ethnically diverse population of more than one 
million. San José was founded in 1777, once served as the state capital of California, and 
now encompasses 180 square miles. Facts about San José can be found here: 
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/780. The City’s website is 
www.sanjoseca.gov.  
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About the City of San José Office of Cultural Affairs  
The City of San José recognizes that the arts and culture are essential elements in the 
character and quality of life in a vibrant community and seeks to ensure that San José is an 
effective hub of a wide  
array of arts and cultural opportunities throughout Silicon Valley. The Office of Cultural 
Affairs, a 

---MORE--- 
division of Economic Development in the City Manager’s Office, is the lead City of San José 
agency for stewarding a vibrant arts sector. It achieves this mission through public art and 
placemaking, arts funding, special event coordination, creative entrepreneur work-force 
development, cultural facility stewardship, and, among other items, cultural policy. Visit 
www.sanjoseculture.org. 
 
About the Artwork 
XO consists of 12-foot tall metal letters. According to Kimpton, XO is a love letter to the 
community. It is reminiscent of how many of us sign off on letters, emails, and texts. It is what 
we use to make sure that the people we interact with know our affection and love. In a time of 
division and strife felt across the United States, Kimpton hopes that XO will remind us to 
share love and kindness with each other to help create a world where love is the sentiment 
connecting us, through our thoughts, words, and actions. Its siting in City Hall Plaza is 
symbolic for local government’s love of San Jose and its community. 
 
About the Artists 
Laura Kimpton is the conceptual force behind the Monumental Word Series that began back 
in 2009 at the annual Burning Man art event in Nevada. Works have been displayed at the 
Sundance Film Festival, the TED Conference, University of California Riverside, the 
BottleRock Music Festival in Napa, California. Most recently her sculpture, XO, was installed 
as part of the Smithsonian show celebrating the art and craft of Burning Man. Other 
sculptures in the Monumental Word Series have been purchased by the City of Arlington, 
Texas for the Dallas Cowboy’s Football Stadium, the City of Reno, Nevada, the Paradise 
Ridge Winery in Santa Rosa, California, the Venetian in Las Vegas, Nevada, the City of West 
Palm Beach, Florida, and the Grand Hyatt and Apple for San Francisco’s Union Square, as 
well as several prominent private collections across the country. 
 
Jeff Schomberg has collaborated with Laura in building and installing her revolutionary 
conceptual designs. He is a sculptor and installation artist. Leveraging keen fire art skills, his 
unique style incorporates welded steel, stone and found objects. Schomberg has created all 
of the letters for the Monumental Word series, and has overseen over 20 large-scale 
installations.  
 
About Playa to Paseo 
The partnership between Burning Man Project and the City of San José is intended to call 
forth to the San José artist community and invite participation in imagining the way that 
temporary art can invigorate public spaces across San José’s 180-square-mile landscape.  
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About Burning Man Project 
Burning Man Project, a nonprofit organization, produces the annual Burning Man event in 
Black Rock City, and works year-round to extend and facilitate the culture that has grown 
from the event into the larger world. Burning Man Project provides inspiration, connection, 
education, and grants to a creative ecosystem of builders, makers, artists, and community 
leaders. Its work spans six interconnected program areas: Art, Education, Civic Involvement, 
Culture, Philosophical Center, and Social Enterprise. An ever-growing global network 
supports and furthers these efforts in 44 U.S. states and 37 countries around the world. 
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