
Mike Hamilton, Millwright Local 1263, 
union member for 44 years 

Q: How did you feel when you found out the 
convention would still happen despite the 
pandemic?
A: “I’m glad it’s happening. I think we need 
to get together, and this will be a new 
experience for all of us. This is my eighth 
convention and my first virtual one.”

HERE’S WHAT DELEGATES AND 
ALTERNATES TO THE 42ND UBC GENERAL 

CONVENTION HAD TO SAY ABOUT THE EVENT.  
     

Jesse Beilig, Millwright Local 1554, union 
member for 5 years 

Q: What does being a convention delegate 
mean to you?
A: “It’s an honor to be chosen by our 
membership to represent them on such an 
important occasion and be their chosen 
voice.”

David Garza, Millwright Local 2232, 
union member for 8 years 

Q: What are you going to take away from 
this experience and go back and tell other 
members of your local?
A: “For me, it just reiterates that we do have 
a voice and the more we participate, the 
more we’ll be able to reap the benefits of the 
union. Participating means volunteering to be 
a steward, coming to union meetings, asking 
questions, and wanting to know what our 
union actually stands for.”



April Crownhart-Swan, Millwright 
Local 1263, union member for 15 years 

Q: How did you feel when you found out the 
convention would still happen despite the 
pandemic?
A: “I was excited. We adapt and overcome. 
That’s what we’re about.”

James Perniciaro, Millwright Local 729, 
union member for 31 years 

Q: What does being a convention delegate 
mean to you?
A: “It means I’m able to represent my 
members. It’s not about me. It’s about them. 
It makes me feel good that they have trust in 
me. That’s a big thing. You have to earn their 
trust, and you can’t abuse it, either.”

Benjamin Andrews, Millwright Local 729, 
union member for 5 years 

Q: What are you going to take away from 
this experience and go back and tell other 
members of your local?
A: “I’m going to be much more proactive 
in the union. I’m going to be helping out 
with unionizing more, promoting it around 
our area. The whole convention inspired 
me – how it came together, the speakers, 
everything. Before it felt like our local and the 
next local over were all it was, and now I see 
it’s bigger, there’s more unity.”

John Connors, Millwright Local 1554, 
union member for 24 years 

Q: How did you feel when you found out the 
convention would still happen despite the 
pandemic?
A: “I was a little concerned, but I thought the 
UBC would take the proper precautions. I feel 
good about what I’ve seen.”



Victorino Sanchez, Millwright Local 2232, 
union member for 16 years 

Q: What does being a convention delegate 
mean to you?
A: “I’m very excited to be a delegate. I want 
to see how the union process works at the 
international level.”

Steve Williams, Millwright Local 1554, 
union member for 12 years  

Q: What are you going to take away from 
this experience and go back and tell other 
members of your local?
A: “I don’t think most members realize 
how broad a scope the union is across 
North America and how many issues that 
affect us locally affect others, too. Those 
issues are discussed and some changes are 
made because of topics members bring 
up, because of challenges they face in the 
field. We can talk about these things at local 
meetings when we go back.”

Matt Nowlin, Millwright Local 216, 
union member for 10 years

Q: How did you feel when you found out the 
convention would still happen despite the 
pandemic?
A: “I was excited. I like this stuff because this 
is where all the changes are voted on and 
made. It’s the democratic process.”

Jimmie Jordan, Millwright Local 1000, union 
member for 32 years 

Q: What does being a convention delegate mean 
to you?
A: “It makes me feel good to represent all our 
brothers and sisters at home. It makes me feel 
very, very proud. I’ve been a member for 32 years, 
and I think we’re going in the right direction.”



Dwight Murrow, Millwright Local 2232, 
union member for 14 years 

Q: How did you feel when you found out the 
convention would still happen despite the 
pandemic?
A: “My immediate feeling was wondering 
how the logistics would go because I was told 
simultaneously the convention would be held 
by the council. After I learned more details, 
I was good with it. I understand the need to 
hold it.”

William Jolley, Millwright Local 1000, 
union member for 11 years 

Q: How did you feel when you found out the 
convention would still happen despite the 
pandemic?
A: “I thought it was good. We’ve got to 
continue conducting business to the extent 
we can. It’s important that we have the 
convention.”


