
Construction of Charlotte training center nears completion
SSMRC provides $300,000 grant and donates equipment

A fter a year of construction, the new millwrights 
and carpenters training center in Charlotte, 

North Carolina, is nearing completion. The most re-
cent work includes electrical wiring, plumbing-fixture 
caulking, painting, and installing of drop ceilings.

The new training center sits on 6 acres the South-
eastern Carpenters Training Trust Fund purchased 
in 2018 with help from a $300,000 grant from the 
Southern States Millwright Regional Council. The 
council also donated a new conveyor/monorail 
system and the dual-robot cell. 

The two mechantronics/robot stations will pro-
vide pre-requisite training for the UBC mechatron-
ics course. The conveyor prop will offer training on 
floor conveyor and power and free monorail sys-
tems used in many manufacturing processes such 
as automotive and food and beverage. A state-
of-the-art welding shop with 10 clean-air welding 
booths also will be part of the 25,000-square-foot 
facility, which will consist of 15,000 square feet of 
shop space, 5,000 square feet for local offices 
and a union meeting room, and 5,000 square feet 
for classrooms and training offices.

“As long as I’ve been in training, I’ve heard from 
members who say they pay dues, work, and have 
to drive all way to Augusta or Kennesaw to get 
training,” said Shon Douglas, director of educa-
tion and training for the Southeastern Carpenters 
Training Trust. “I’m looking forward to having a 
training center that’s centrally located so those 
members don’t feel left out. I’m also looking for-
ward to bringing in new members. Opportunities 
for millwrights in this area are out the roof. There 
are a lot of power plants and food-and-beverage 
facilities.”

The center’s location is within 5 miles of inter-
states 77 and 85, and a traffic study revealed 
57,000 vehicles pass the property each day.

Douglas said the new training center is centrally 
located for members’ convenience. The high-vis-
ibility location also will help with recruiting mem-
bers and marketing to potential industry partners. 
The shop layout is open so visiting contractors can 
easily see all types of training provided.

Learn more about the Charlotte Training Center 
and keep up with construction progress here.


