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At top, two men grab items from a car and run into an apartment building on Anderson Place in Buffalo as heavy lake-effect snow and high winds
gusting up to 40 mph create bitter cold and whiteout conditions throughout Western New York on Saturday. Above left, Michael Patterson is dressed for
the weather – and the pandemic – as he walks along Elmwood Avenue on his way to Towne Restaurant to grab some lunch. Above right, Warren English
doesn’t let the snow and cold put a chill on his warm smile as he waits for a bus on South Elmwood Avenue.
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ByMark Sommer
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

A plan developed by a national
expert on public markets recom-
mends big changes to rid the Broad-
way Market of its feast-or-famine
cycle: busy at Easter, but slow the
rest of the year.

At a cost of $50 million over five
years, the plan fromAaron Zaretsky
calls for transforming the market
into an international food mecca.

That requires turning the page
on what boosted the market in de-
cades past: its Polish identity.

Instead of many tenants still
striving to serve those with Polish
or German ancestries, who have
for the most part long departed the
Broadway-Fillmore neighborhood,
the renamedBroadway Internation-

al PublicMarketwould capitalize on
Buffalo’s rich ethnic communities to
create a must-see destination.

“Buffalo has long been a citywith
lots of different races and ethnic
groups and immigrant groups, and
it’s a way to knit the community to-
gether in a way that has never been
quite done here,” Zaretsky said.

Think food stalls with fresh and
prepared foods, international gro-
ceries and restaurants, each spe-
cializing in foods from Africa, Asia,

Europe and Latin America.
The plan spells out a vision:

“Strolling through the market, the
aroma of fresh ground coffee will
mingle with Jamaican jerk chick-
en and spicy greens sizzling in the
pot. The scent of artisan baked hot
bread, fresh from the oven, blends
with warm, sweet potato pie cook-
ing on the counter. Upon entering,
all will be transported to another

Planwould transformBroadwayMarket
‘It needs to be big
enough or not at all’
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By Stephen T.Watson
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

More than 90 area restaurants, bars,
taverns and strip clubs have permission
to keep their doors open this Super Bowl
Sunday past the state’s 10 p.m. curfew,
but Russell’s Steaks, Chops & More in
Lancaster isn’t one of them.

And that feels like a slap in the face to
owner Russell Salvatore.

“It doesn’t make sense,” the veter-
an restaurateur said Saturday. “I don’t
think it’s fair at all.”

Only the establishments that filed
a lawsuit challenging Gov. Andrew M.
Cuomo’s curfew are able to take advan-
tage of a court order issued Friday in
State Supreme Court.

The temporary restraining order
applies to plaintiffs in the Buffalo and
Rochester metro areas and remains in
effect at least until the next hearing in
the case scheduled for March 15.

For Salvatore and other bar and res-
taurant owners whoweren’t party to the
lawsuit, the curfew remains a source of
frustration and, they contend, makes it
thatmuch harder to keep their business-
es afloat during the pandemic.

“The 10 p.m. thing has been killing
me,” said Bill Finnerty, owner of Finner-
ty’s Tap Room, a popular sports bar and
hangout spot in Ellicottville.

The curfew was one of a number of
restrictions the state has imposed since
March on bars and restaurants in an ef-
fort to prevent the spread of the corona-
virus. The rule requires them to stop on-
premises dining between 10 p.m. and 5
a.m. but they could remain open later for
takeout and delivery.

In recent weeks, Western New York
has seen a sharp decline in newCovid-19
cases and hospitalizations, although the
totals remain dramatically higher than
the numbers for the summer and fall.

Curfew still
in effect for
most bars,
restaurants
‘Doesn’tmake sense,’ say
businesses not part of suit

ByBarbaraO’Brien
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

Charlie Herman was just two weeks
into his freshman year of high school
when another student asked him about
summer camp.

But he realized it wasn’t an innocent
question, when the boy added, “What
summer campdid you go to, Auschwitz?”

“I was appalled,” Charlie said. “It
shouldn’t be happening.”

That’s one of the personal experienc-
es he has been sharing with teenagers
from other schools in the area, and the
episode occurred several years before
one man who was arrested after the
storming of the U.S. Capitol Jan. 6 was
photographed wearing a shirt that said
“Camp Auschwitz” on it.

Charlie, a senior at Williamsville
North High School, is part of Student
to Student, a high school peer education
program initiated in St. Louismore than
10 years ago. The goal is to reduce prej-
udice and bigotry and to foster under-
standing among high school students.

The Buffalo Jewish Federation

Program aims
to end bigotry
over Judaism
Students educate peers
to foster understanding

Just when we were beginning to think this winter hasn’t been so bad, a persistent lake-effect snow band paid a visit to
Western New York on Saturday, quickly putting that notion to rest with snowfall of more than a foot in some places and winds
gusting to 40 mph. But the dawn-to-dusk storm didn’t last as long as expected, with all warnings and snow advisories canceled

ahead of schedule Saturday. But we’re not out of the wintry woods yet: A cold front coming in today will bring about
1 to 2 inches of snow in the Buffalo area while ushering in colder weather for Monday, and a new storm system

that will drop 1 to 3 inches of snow on the region by Tuesday. » See story on Page E3.

Winter delivers awallop
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And tens of thousands of peo-
ple throughout the region are
receiving at least the first of
their Covid-19 vaccine shots.

However, some public
health experts fear a future
surge in Covid-19 cases as new
variants of the virus spread in-
ternationally and, now, in the
United States.

For these and other rea-
sons, health officials from Dr.
Anthony Fauci, a top medical
adviser to President Biden, on
down are urging people not
to attend or host large Super
Bowl viewing parties.

Restaurant and bar own-
ers say they’ve struggled to
replace dine-in business with
takeout and delivery service
and many establishments
have closed – some for good.

A group of bars and res-
taurants, primarily from Erie
County, two weeks ago filed
suit against Cuomo, the state
Health Department and the
state Liquor Authority argu-
ing the curfew imposed on
Nov. 13 wasn’t rooted in sci-
ence or medical data and
caused significant financial
harm to their businesses.

State contact-tracing data
doesn’t show bars and restau-
rants as a significant source
of spread of the virus, though
this data is incomplete.

State Supreme Court Jus-
tice Timothy J. Walker on Fri-
day granted the temporary or-
der prohibiting the state from
enforcing the 10 p.m. curfew
on the businesses that brought
the lawsuit.

A ruling last month in a
similar but unrelated lawsuit
had allowed restaurants locat-
ed in the “orange zone” that
once covered much of Erie
County to reopen for indoor
dining but with restrictions
on capacity. That court order
initially applied only to the
parties that brought the law-
suit before Erie County Execu-

tiveMark Poloncarz and, later,
Cuomo agreed to expand its
reach to all bars and restau-
rants in an orange zone.

A spokeswoman for the
Erie County Health Depart-
ment said the county in this
case was waiting for guidance
from state officials. A spokes-
man for the governor’s office
on Saturday said the state
strongly disagrees with the
latest order.

“We are still in the middle
of a public health crisis, and
the 10 p.m. closure rule clearly
reduces the risk to New York-
ers – and we will move im-
mediately to vacate the (tem-
porary restraining order),”
spokesman Jack Sterne said
in an email. “In themeantime,
New York State will continue
to enforce this rule and keep
New Yorkers safe.”

Salvatore said hewas asked
to join the lawsuit but he de-
clined, saying he didn’t want
to take such an antagonistic
stand against state officials.

Now, he said, he’s trying to
digest what, if anything, the
ruling means for his restau-
rant.

Salvatore, whose TV com-

mercials highlight his hospi-
tality, said he doesn’t know
what he’ll do if some tables
are lingering over their meals
during the Super Bowl as the
clock ticks closer to the 10
p.m. cut-off.

Allowing a little leeway af-
ter 10 means he wouldn’t have
to kick diners out the door
while they’re finishing dessert.

Finnerty said he’s thrilled
the Bills had such a success-
ful season but the raft of night
gamesmeant hewas regularly
throwing people out of his bar
before those contests ended.
It also means losing custom-
ers who want to come in for
a bite and a drink after their
skiing sessions at Holiday Val-
ley end at 10 p.m.

He said he’s glad he has
such a large venue, where he
can host about 85 people un-
der the state’s 50% capacity
limit, and he removed pool ta-
bles and other amenities to al-
low as much room as possible
for dining and drinking.

“Without the Bills, and
us having those Sundays, we
would be closed. We wouldn’t
be able to make our payroll,”
said Finnerty, who graduated
from St. Francis High School
in Hamburg in the same class
as Bills offensive coordinator
Brian Daboll.

The Bills-related business
helped to compensate for the
lack of Canadian customers,
who typically account for half
the skiers and other visitors to
Ellicottville on a winter week-
end, he said.

Finnerty said he and his
staff have worked hard to
make indoor dining as safe as
possible for patrons.

“I know one thing – restau-
rants have never cleaned the
way they clean now,” he said.

Ken Scibetta, owner of the
Griffon Brewery and Gastro-
pub, which has four locations
in Erie and Niagara counties,
said the Super Bowl typically
isn’t a busy night for his tav-
erns because people usual-

ly get together to watch the
game at home.

An exception, he said, for
all area bars and restaurants
would be an appearance by
the Bills in the big game.

He said he could only imag-
inewhat thatwould have been
like – especially if his staff had
to turn off the TVs at 10 p.m.
just as the teamwas lining up
for a game-winning field goal.

“Oh my God, they would
have burned the restaurant
down,” Scibetta said.

State to fight order blocking 10 p.m. curfew
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place, another time.
“Visually, the market will be a

feast for the eyes,” the plan continues.
“Food will be produced in front of the
customers, not hidden in the kitch-
en. Product displays will be works of
art. Braided garlic and peppers, giant
cheeses and smoked meats will hang
down from the upper stall rails. Bar-
rels, baskets andbinswill rise from the
floor filled with the world’s bounty.”

The vision inspires hope among
some – and skepticism among others,
who remember studies over the years
to remake the Broadway Market but
that now sit unused on shelves.

“If they invest that kind of money
it would make a drastic change,” said
Atiqur Rahman, who owns a nearby
hardware store andhas helped recruit
hundreds of Bangladeshis from New
York City to live and work in Broad-
way-Fillmore.

Others, such as Sam Hoyt, a for-
mer assemblyman and Empire State
Development official, favor putting a
publicmarket at the formerDelaware,
Lackawanna &Western Railroad ter-
minal near Canalside.

“There are endless examples of cit-
ies that have really cool markets that
feature and celebrate ethnicity, have
amazing food products and are cen-
trally located in the downtown corri-
dor,” Hoyt said.

“I hope they do something, but
I don’t think so,” said Ruban Selva,
owner of East West Cafe. “I’ve been
here almost 13 years now, and they al-
ways talk but they don’t do anything.”

But timing could be on the Broad-
way Market’s side. Gov. Andrew M.
Cuomo’s $65 million East Side initia-
tive, which set aside $4million for the
Broadway Market, seeks to revitalize
major corridors on the East Side. The
East Side is also seeing new develop-
ments, including affordable housing
and the Northland Corridor Redevel-
opment Project.

Amanda May, the Western New
York regional director at Empire State
Development, cited Zaretsky’s track
record at public markets around the
country, which includes 15 years as a
director at the Pike Place Market in
Seattle.

“We have to work with our part-
ners in the city and the county, and
probably philanthropy, too, to figure
out what is achievable,” May said. “I
think we all have to come together at
all levels of government to figure out
the next step.”

Public markets will be as popular,
if not more so, after the pandemic,
Zaretsky said.

“Once Covid is a badmemory – and
it will be – people will flock to public
markets to experience the essence of
their humanity and to shop,” he said.
“Then, places like a rejuvenatedBroad-
way International Public Market will
thrive.”

Market shortcomings
Theplan’s analysis of theBroadway

Market, which needed a $111,338 city
subsidy last year, identified its short-
comings.

Among them:
• Only 6% of the space’s 547,000

square feet is used.
• Merchants keep irregular hours.
• The 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. hours of op-

erationare ill-suited to theneedsof po-
tential customers.

• The market doesn’t serve the
needs of the ethnic communities
around it, and tenants, employees and

staff don’t generally resemble those in
the communities.

• The entire $13,000 advertising
budget goes to a Polish newspaper.

• The market is directed at the
Broadway-Fillmore neighborhood’s
7,100 residents, a customer base far
too small to support a public market
of any size.

“Sadly, the BroadwayMarket is un-
attractive, underutilized and under-
performing … It is an economic drain
on theCity ofBuffalo…This is amodel
for failure, not success,” the report said.
“Neither tepid solutionsnorBand-Aids
can address these concerns.”

“The driver of the idea is that it has
enough critical mass and enough ex-
citing things going on that it really
will bring people in from the entire re-
gion,” Zaretsky said. “It needs to be big
enough or not at all.”

Cincinnati’s example
Numerous cities have used pub-

lic markets to breathe new life into

communities, even struggling neigh-
borhoods, including Cincinnati, Min-
neapolis, Cleveland, Seattle and Indi-
anapolis.

“The parallels to Cincinnati are re-
ally spot on,” Zaretsky said.

“The Over-the-Rhine neighbor-
hood that surrounds Findlay Mar-
ket has exactly the same history as
the Broadway Market,” he said. “Ger-
man andPolish immigrantswho lived
there and built it up moved out to the
suburbs as African Americans moved
in, and they came back once a year,
just like in Buffalo.”

When Zaretsky put together a
master plan for the FindlayMarket in
the early 1990s, it was down to eight
permanent tenants.

A riot in theOver-the-Rhine neigh-
borhood in 2001 following a police
shooting proved to be a catalyst to
implement the plan.

The revitalized market saw an in-
crease to roughly 100 permanentmer-
chants, and its success helped spark
its neighborhood’s rebirth.

The Findlay Market became
the second-most visited Cincinnati
attraction.

Zaretsky said the Broadway-Fill-
more neighborhood, which has a 55%

poverty rate, has less crime than the
Over-the-Rhine neighborhood did
when he developed the Findlay mas-
ter plan.

“The crime is mostly property
crime around the BroadwayMarket,”
Zaretsky said. “I think it’s mostly a
perceived problem rather than a real
problem.”

The plan recommends better
lighting and better use of the police
substation housed in the market.

‘Generational thing’
Zaretsky, who has done consult-

ing for nearly 60 public markets, said
he was surprised by how much the
BroadwayMarketmeans to residents.
Feedback from over 1,000 citizens
came through surveys, interviews
and community meetings.

“Given all of the problems that are
so obvious about the Broadway Mar-
ket, I was really impressed at how
much people still loved it and really
cared about it,” he said.

“It’s a generational thing,” said
Andrea Cooley, who has shopped at
the Broadway Market her whole life.

“It’s been here a long time and the
community definitely needs it here,”
Cooley said. “We need some upgrades
and anything positive they’re trying
to do I’m all for.”

A key decision, if the plan is fol-
lowed, calls for creating a nonprofit
to manage the market, Zaretsky said.
Nearly every successful public market
operates in that manner, he said. The
market is currently overseen by the
city’s real estate department.

The market also needs a more ap-
pealing look.

“The whole idea is to make it more
transparent and inviting, and let
people see what’s going on in there,”
said Robert Stark of CJS Architects,
a Larkinville-based firm partnering
with Zaretsky on the project. “Right
now it’s almost bunkerlike.

“We’d like to make the entrance
grand and inviting, with some of the
vendors spilling out to activate the
street with outdoor eating,” he said.

The first floor would be expanded
by removing parking, since hundreds
of spaces already exist on the second
floor. The underutilized basement
would be used for walk-in coolers and
storage for vendors.

The roof would include basketball
courts, seating areas, greenhouses
and solar panels.

The plan also recommends a plaza
at the SouthWashington Street end of
the property and a seasonal farmer’s
market on Gibson Street.

Zaretsky led Pike PlaceMarket in Seattle for 15 years
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TheBroadwayMarket inBuffalo,
above, has been afixture in the
Broadway-Fillmore neighbor-
hood for generations. At left is a
rendering of how theBroadway
International PublicMarket
could look under a $50million
plan proposed byAaronZaretsky.

received a grant to replicate
the program here.

“Every faith tradition, at
least from my perspective, is
about talking about love and
tolerance. The more we’re able
to tell people about Judaism,
the more we’re able to pro-
mote the sense of love and tol-
erance,” said Michael Steklof,
director of Jewish Experience
at the Center for Jewish En-
gagement and Learning who
runs the student program.

The program is a collabora-
tion of the Center for Jewish
Engagement and Learning,
the Holocaust Resource Cen-
ter and the Jewish Communi-
ty Relations Council.

Steklof saidmost Jewshave
experienced small, and some-
times not so small, incidents
of anti-Semitism.

“It’s definitely something
that happens a lot, unfortu-
nately,” Steklof said. “I think
when people don’t understand
other people, they tend to do
these things. I think our hope
is through presentations like
this we can give people famil-
iarity with the Jewish people
to cut downonanti-Semitism.”

The number of anti-Semitic
incidents in the United States
has been going up in recent
years, according to the Anti-
Defamation League. The num-
ber in 2019 – the most recent
data available – reached its
highest level since the Anti-
Defamation League began col-
lecting records in 1979. There
weremore than2,100 incidents
of assault, vandalism and ha-
rassment reported, a 12% in-
crease over the previous year.
NewYorkStatehad thehighest
numberof incidents, according
to the organization.

Buffalo’s Student to Stu-
dent group was set to launch
last March, with the teens

– who attend high school in
Amherst, Clarence, Buffalo
and Hamburg – visiting other
high schools. But then schools
shut their doors because of the
pandemic.

Over the summer the group
reconstituted the programvir-
tually, and held its first pre-
sentation in November to stu-
dents in Hamburg.

At the beginning of the pro-
gram, the students introduce
themselves and say whether
they are an Orthodox, Con-
servative or Reform Jew. And
then one of them explains the
difference between the three.

They discuss the Jewish life
cycle, from birth to bar or bat
mitzvah, marriage and death
and the customs that take
place at each milestone. The
teens also discuss the weekly
day of rest, Shabbat; the Ho-
locaust and anti-Semitism, Is-
rael, Kashrut – or Kosher food,
and holidays.

“I learned a lot,” said Ella
Pascucci, president of the
youth chapter of Hamburg
Coalition for Equity and In-
clusion. “I’m hoping we will
have the chance to continue
to work together and do more
presentations like this.”

“I think it’s very important
to educate yourself about peo-
plewhoaredifferent thanyou,”
said one of the presenters, Ava
Rosenthal, a sophomoreatWil-
liamsville East High School.

Anti-Semitic incidents
are on the rise inU.S.
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Student to Student, a high
school peer education
program, aims to reduce
prejudice and bigotry
surrounding religion.
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Patrons enjoy drinks on
the patio at AllenBurger
Venture at 72Allen St. in
Buffalo. Bar and restaurant
owners have struggled
during the pandemic.


