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By Marc Brown

I recently attended a meeting and the guest speaker was Herbert L. Bellamy Jr., President of
the Buffalo Black Achievers Program. The Black Achievers recognizes achievements of  Black
people in our community, and uses positive images to both educate and inspire. The Black
Achievers also hosts a yearly dinner that has honored over 2,000 people over the past forty
years. However, what personally stuck with me was Mr. Bellamy’s story about his father.

According to Mr. Bellamy, his father worked at a liquor store on the east side of Buffalo, which
was owned by a Jewish person by the name of “Mr. Myles.” When Mr. Myles retired, he gave
his store to Mr. Bellamy’s father, which was how he began his long career as a successful
businessman. This gesture resonated with me given the positive interaction my family had with
the Black community through their pharmacies across Buffalo over a century ago. Following Mr.
Bellamy’s insightful presentation, I introduced myself as a member of the Buffalo Jewish
Federation Board of Governors, and invited Mr. Bellamy to meet with members of the
Federation’s leadership.

On June 29, Mr. Bellamy opened his doors of the Black Achievers Museum to our group, which
included Federation professionals Rob Goldberg and Mara Koven-Gelman, and members of the
Racial Justice Sub-Committee of the Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC). Mr. Bellamy
and Black Achievers Board Member Robert L. Robinson, II, told us about their Museum and
Annual Dinner, which I and others in our group look forward to attending in the future.

It is amazing that Mr. Myles’s positive gesture half a century ago could strengthen the bonds
today between the Black and Jewish communities. I look forward to doing my part to connect
our communities and be a part of positive programs like Black Achievers.
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