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Health: 

● COVID-19 

○ The rate ratios of African Americans to non-Hispanic whites in the United States 

in regards to COVID-19 are as follows: 

■ 2.6x higher to contract COVID-19 

■ 4.7x higher to be hospitalized for COVID-19 

■ 2.1x higher to die from COVID-19 

● Cancer 

○ African Americans have the highest mortality rate for all cancers combined 

compared with any other racial and ethnic group. 

○ Black men are diagnosed with prostate cancer at almost twice the rate of any 

other racial or ethnic group. Black men die from prostate cancer twice as often as 

white men do.  

○ Black women have a 13% higher relative risk of dying from cancer, according to 

a 2019 report from the American Cancer Society. Black women are 40% more 

likely to die from breast cancer, even though white women are more frequently 

diagnosed. 

● Chronic Conditions 

○ 80% of African American women are overweight or obese compared to 64.8% of 

non-Hispanic white women. 

○ African Americans are 77% more likely than non-Hispanic whites to develop 

diabetes. 

● Maternal Health 

○ Black women are 243% more likely than white women to die from pregnancy or 

childbirth related causes. 

● Children’s Health 

○ There are 11 infant deaths per 1,000 live births among Black Americans.  This is 

almost twice the national average of 5.8 infant deaths per 1,000 live births. 

○ In 2017, 12.6% of African American children had current asthma compared to 

7.7% of non-Hispanic white children. 

● Mental Health 

○ In 2018, 8.7% of African American adults in the U.S. received mental health 

services compared to 18.6% of non-Hispanic white adults. 

○ 6.2% of African American adults in the U.S. received prescription medication for 

mental health services compared to 15.3% of non-Hispanic white adults. 

● Health Coverage 

○ In 2017, 10.6% of African Americans were uninsured compared to 5.9% of non-

Hispanic whites. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cancer.org/content/dam/cancer-org/research/cancer-facts-and-statistics/annual-cancer-facts-and-figures/2019/cancer-facts-and-figures-2019.pdf


 

Housing: 

● Segregation 

○ The Buffalo-Niagara metro area is the 15th most segregated in the nation as of 

2010. Blacks make up 38.6% of the population in the city, but only 3.5% in the 

rest of the county. 

○ The poverty rate in the Buffalo-Niagara metropolitan region in 2010 was 13.8%, 

but the rate in the City of Buffalo was 29.6%. 

○ Within the City of Buffalo, as of 2000, over 85% of blacks lived east of Main 

Street. 

● Housing Opportunities in Buffalo-Niagara 

○ For blacks, high interest loans made up 3.8% of home purchase loans in 2010, 

compared to 1.4% for whites and 0.7% for Hispanics.  

○ From 2000 to 2010, homeownership rates rose slightly for every racial/ethnic 

group except for blacks. 

 

Wealth: 

● Income 

○ On average, black men in the U.S. make $0.87 for every $1.00 white men make. 

○ The median household income in Buffalo in 1999 for blacks was $20,677 while 

the median income for whites was $41,744. 

● Poverty in Buffalo-Niagara 

○ In the 2010 Census, the metro-wide poverty rate was 13.9%. For whites it was 

9.6%, for blacks 36.1%, and for Hispanics, 35.8%. 6.6% of the population was 

living at less than 50% of the poverty level. For whites, the figure was 6.4%, for 

blacks, 17.6%, and for Hispanics, 18.2%. 

○ In 2010-2011, the poverty rates for the schools where the average primary 

student attends were as follows: white: 35%, Hispanic: 75.1%, and black: 81% 

(poverty here is defined as qualifying for free or reduced price school lunch) 

● Generational Wealth  

○ In 2010, Black Americans made up 13% of the U.S. population, but only held 
2.7% of the country’s wealth. 

○ In America, the net worth of the average white family is eight times as much as 

the net worth of the average African American family. 

 

Education: 

● Access 

○ The share of people age 25 and older without a high school diploma or 

equivalent in Buffalo in 2000 is around 30% for blacks and 15% for whites. 

○ The share of persons age 25 and older with a Bachelor’s Degree or higher in 

Buffalo in 2000 11.10% for blacks and 24.3% for whites. 

● Discipline 

○ African American students are suspended or expelled at a rate almost 3.5 times 

greater than Caucasian students. 



○ African American students are most often disciplined for more subjective 

offenses such as throwing food, cursing, disobeying a teacher, loitering, or 

making excessive noise, whereas Caucasian students are less likely to be 

suspended for concrete offenses such as skipping school, smoking, or 

vandalism. 

 

Jobs/Employment: 

● Unemployment in Buffalo-Niagara 

○ In the 2000 Census, the unemployment rate for white males was 6%, for black 

males, 19%, and for Hispanic males, 14%. For females, the rates were 5% 

(whites), 14% (blacks), and 14% (Hispanics). In the 2010 Census, the 

unemployment rate for whites (male and female) was 6.7%, for blacks, 17.7%, 

and for Hispanic males, 13.1%. 

○ The unemployment rate for males in Buffalo in 2007 was 18% for black males 

and 6% for white males. 

 

Criminal Justice: 

● Drug Related Offenses 

○ African Americans make up 37% of people arrested for drug related offenses in 
America, even though they only comprise 13% of the U.S. population and 14% of 
monthly drug users.  

○ In Buffalo, the drug arrest rate per 100,000 for 2003 was 468 for whites and 
1,717 for African Americans. However, the white population is more than six 
times greater than the African American population. 

● Prison Sentences 

○ According to the U.S. Sentencing Commission 2013 report, sentences for Black 
males were 19.5% longer than those for Whites and that Black males were 25% 
less likely than Whites to receive a sentence below the guidelines’ range. 
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https://medicareadvocacy.org/medicare-info/health-care-disparities/
https://www.cancer.net/blog/2020-06/cancer-does-not-affect-all-people-equally-expert-qa-cancer-disparities-and-health-equity
https://www.cancer.net/blog/2020-06/cancer-does-not-affect-all-people-equally-expert-qa-cancer-disparities-and-health-equity
https://ppgbuffalo.org/files/documents/equality_civil_rights/race/equalitycivilrights-_housing_segregation__inequality__and_poverty_in_buffalo-niagara.pdf
https://ppgbuffalo.org/files/documents/equalitycivilrights-_racial_disparities_in_buffalo.pdf
https://ppgbuffalo.org/files/documents/equality_civil_rights/race/equalitycivilrights-_working_toward_equity.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html
https://stoprecidivism.org/the-school-to-prison-pipeline/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwnqH7BRDdARIsACTSAdvirrV1ClH22o6HnABv4eFTp_pIPhFdNDkX8dYbHontI3CqnyJlQrQaAgqoEALw_wcB
https://www.buffalohealthequity.org/
http://www.whatsrace.org/images/racequiz.pdf
https://nfty.org/2017/02/02/how-much-do-you-know/

