
 

Plate Collection 
Today’s collection for the church will be taken during Badarak. Your 
donations remain an essential part of how we support our parish’s mis-
sion. You can also make an online plate donation through our website, 
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Welcome! 
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy (Soorp Badarak) and invite all who are  

confirmed in the Armenian Church, and also those whose churches are in  
communion with ours, to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

If you are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish  
groups, please ask any parish council member on duty at the entrance desks.  

Please also fill out a contact card before you leave. Enter to worship the  
Lord Jesus, who loves you, and depart with His love in order to serve others.  

The Kiss of Peace 
The GIVER says:   Kreesdos ee mech mer haydnetsav. 
   Քրիստոս ի մէջ մեր յայտնեցաւ:  
   Christ is revealed amongst us. 
The RECEIVER says:  Orhnyal eh haydnootyoonun Kreesdosee. 
   Օրհնեալ է յայտնութիւնն Քրիստոսի 

   Blessed is the revelation of Christ. 



Midday Hymn  
Sung during the Synaxis (at the bottom of page 12 in the Divine Liturgy book)  

 
Assumption of the Holy Mother-of-God  
My soul shall magnify the Lord;  
And my spirit shall rejoice in God my Saviour.  
 
Unfading Flower 
Purest offshoot from the root of Jesse! 
Of old Isaiah called you 
The dwelling place of the Spirit's seven-fold graces; 
Mother-of-God and Virgin; we magnify you. 
 
Reasonable Vine of the sweetest fruit; 
From which was gathered the inexhaustible Cluster 
For the joy of us drowning in sorrow; 
For having tasted of the tree of knowledge; 
Holy and Spotless One; we all magnify you. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
Now and for ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.  
 
You lived a spotless life in the flesh; 
Today the Apostles commanded from on high 
Placed you in a tomb 
And you ascended into the kingdom of your Son and our God 
Intercessor for those who confess you; we magnify you.  

St. John Komitas Choir 
Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant. 

Gift to the Church 
David and Marianne Dardarian make a donation to St. John’s on the joyous  
occasion of the marriage of their son Daniel Dardarian to Danielle Hooks on  
August 7, 2026. We wish them a long and happy life together.  

Guest Celebrant   
Please join us for Divine Liturgy on August 23, 2026 to welcome  
Very Rev. Father Aghan Gogchyan, Chancellor of the Armenian Patriarchate in   
Jerusalem  



Michael Vartoogian 
Samvel Arakelyan 

Yelena Zakaryan 
Nancy Altounian                    
Marus Grigoryan 

     Nailya Sahakian                                                           
Chris  Papazian       

  Rose Lucassian  
 Marge Aramian 

 Zaven Ovian    
 

Diramayr Marmine  
Bagdasarian 

Dirahayr Mihran  
Parsamyan 

Yeretzgin Tirouhi Boyajian 
Ron and Geraldine Ware 
Lara Roche Sarmanian  
Mary Helen Altounian  
Shoghig Terjimanian 

Valera Ayrapetyan  
Alaina Ameriguian Mudge 

Maya Hovhannisyan 
Badrik Jooharigian  
Andre’ J. Gregory 
Vladimir Avetisov 
Charles Sansone 
Debbie Dakhlian 
Hrayr Mashigian 
Jan Paloian 
Edith Baise 
Rose Baise  

Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized 

Today’s Gospel Reading                       Luke 2:1-7 
 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
And all went to be enrolled, each to his own city. And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be enrolled 
with Mary his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time 
came for her to be delivered. And she gave birth to her first-born son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn.                
 

If you or someone you know if interested in becoming a vendor at the  

Bazaar, please fill this form out: https://forms.gle/FHJF9GK7Q7ePKBPJ7   

https://forms.gle/FHJF9GK7Q7ePKBPJ7


Special Plate Collection  
 

Today, on the Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God, the 
St. John Komitas Choir will be taking a special plate collection during 
the singing of “Amen. Yev unt hokvooyt koom” (p.39 of divine liturgy 
book).  

Merelotz Service, Monday, August 17, 2026 at 11:00 a.m. 

After the Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother-of God  
 

It is the tradition to remember all deceased loved ones the day after a 
major feast day known as Merelotz. If you wish to have individual 
names remembered at this Hokehankist service, please submit the full 
name of the person or persons you wish to have remembered either 
typed or electronically sent to office@sjachurch.org, or call the church 
office by Sunday, August 17th.  



 
 We thank the following contributors  

for their generous donations on  

the occasion of the Blessing of the Grapes 
 
 

Fr. Aren Jebejian in loving memory of his  
Grandmother, Diramayr Mariam Jebejian,  

and Godmother, Marie Nersoyan.  
Also, in honor of Rena Mari Megrdichian, Mari Margaret 

Megrdichian and Maria Stepanian, as well as  
all who are named after the Holy Mother of God.  

  
Dn. Rubik Mailian, Dr. Joyce Yeghissian,  

Sevana and Areg Mailian  
in loving memory of their Grandmother and  

Great-Grandmother Mary Bahadurian,  
and Grandmother Rose Yeghissian  

 
Alice and Peter Argnian  

in loving memory of their Mother Mary Argnian. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Vladislav Ayrapetyan 
 

Linda Lutz and Carol Ohanesian in loving memory of  
James and Florence Ohanesian and  

Diramayr Ursula Findikyan  
 

Anna Markarian 
 

Karmen Santourian 
 

Masis and Jacob Sarkisian and Tania Rais 



























Candles White Orchid Cocktail 
Napkin Holder 

Noah's Ark  
Nut Dish  

These and many other Michael Aram pieces now available (10% off)! 

Visit the St. John Parish Bookstore!  

Open during Church Office hours and on Sundays after the Divine Liturgy 

The best selection of Armenian books and CDs  and gift items: Jewelry, Armenian crosses, key 
chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products — some newly arrived! 

Featured Items 

Armenia: The Lone Stone 
A Traveler’s Guide From Ancient 
Stones to Modern Wonders,  
by David Karamian (HC $25)  

Orthodoxy on  
the Line by  
Aram G. Sarkisian,  
HC $50.00 
               

NEW, Armenia-The Lone Stone  
by David Karamian (HC $70) 
Hardcover coffee table book  
documenting history of cultural 
landmarks  

New Jewelry from Armenia 
Pregomesh Jewelry 

Vanq Collection Silver Jewelry Celebrates Artsakh’s Rich Heritage 

New, “The Repatriate 
Returns” by Tom 
Mooradian  SC $20.00 

 

Children’s Book 
Rose by the Sea 
By Rebecca  
Mooradian,  
HC $20.00 



General Parish Information 
Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9am - 4pm 
Parish Secretary: Gayane Hovhannisyan | (248) 569-3405 | office@sjachurch.org 
In an after-hours emergency, please contact:   
Fr. Aren - cell (773) 457-4122 | fraren@sjachurch.org 
For after hour building and maintenance issues please call: 
Gerry Kmita, Property Maintenance Manager (313) 580-5083 

Visits to the hospitalized and homebound: Please call the church office if you or 
someone you love has been hospitalized and would appreciate a visit from the 
pastor. If you have an upcoming surgery, please consider adding your name to our 
prayer list for the sick or hospitalized. Those who are homebound and desire to 
receive Holy Communion should contact the church office. 

Home Blessings: If you would like the pastor to visit your home and conduct a 
home blessing service, please contact the church office. 

Baptisms: Parents may prepare for their child’s baptism before they are born. For 
more information, proceed to our website for Baptismal guidelines and applica-
tion: Baptism Guidelines – St. John Armenian Church  

Weddings: Please contact the church office at least nine months before your   
anticipated wedding date. We ask that you please make sure to confirm your date 
with the pastor before booking a reception location. 

For more information, proceed to our website for Wedding guidelines and applica-
tion: Wedding Guidelines – St. John Armenian Church 

Requiem Prayers (Hokehankist): Names may be submitted to the church office by 
mail, phone, email, or via the church website no later than 5 p.m. on Wednesday 
preceding the Sunday when prayers are requested. Requiem prayers may be   
offered any Sunday except for the five Tabernacle Feast Days. To submit an online 
request, proceed to our website Requiem Service (Hokihankist) – St. John Arme-
nian Church  

Veils: In the Armenian Church, it is customary for women and girls to wear head 
coverings when attending the Divine Liturgy, and particularly when receiving Holy 
Communion. If you do not have a head covering, but wish to obtain one, kindly 
approach a parish council member. 

Sunday Bulletin: Announcements for the print bulletin and e-Bulletin are due to 

the church office no later than 5 p.m. Wednesday. 

Parish Membership: If you are interested in becoming part of the St. John parish 
stewardship program, please speak with any parish council member, contact the 
church office, or visit stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/membership/ 

“Please remember St. John Armenian Church in your Will or Trust” 

https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/baptism/
https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/weddings/
https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/requiem-service/
https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/requiem-service/


 
 

St. John Parish Calendar 
For flyers with further information on these and other  

parish events, scan this QR code to view our e-Bulletin.  
You can also find it using your web browser at:  

www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/sunday-bulletin/ 

August 16 - Morning Service 9:00am, Divine Liturgy 9:30am  
August 16 - Blessing of the Grapes/Church Annual Picnic- After Divine Liturgy 
August 17 - Merelotz at 11:00am in the Church Sanctuary 
August 17 - 20 - Day Camp Session V 
August 18 - Tuesday Lunch: 12:00pm - Armenian American Veterans Hall 
August 18 - Bazaar Baking:  Katah 9am-12 noon 
August 20 - Coffee with Hayr Soorp:  6:00pm Via Zoom  
August 25 - Tuesday Lunch: 12:00pm - Armenian American Veterans Hall 
August 25 - Bazaar Baking:  Choreg 9am-12-noon 
August 31 - Bazaar Baking Evening:  Choreg 4:30pm-7:30pm 
September 1 - Bazaar Baking:  Sarma - 9:00am - 12 noon  
September 13 - Khunjook Family Fun Day:  Following Badarak on the Lawn   
September 16 - Tourshee Party:  5:00pm - Main Kitchen   
September 23  - "Church with the Golden Dome" - Sanctuary and Museum Tour 
September 24 - Andiamo Showcase  
October 2 - 3  - St. John Bazaar 
  

Church Corner  
Compiled from the Vemkar Topical Series, Armenian Church Etiquette, by the  
Order of The Very Reverend Father Mesrop Parsamyan Primate. 
 
Please help us reduce the noise - even while exiting the Sanctuary   

We come to church to pray and to worship God above all else, and that should be 
our only focus. We encourage parishioners to help us maintain an atmosphere of 
harmony, beauty, and reverence, so that everyone can experience worship without 
distraction.  
 

While in the Sanctuary we ask that noise and conversation be kept to a minimum, 
especially during Holy Communion and when the Gospel is being read.  By all 
means if someone has a question about the service, please take time to softly ex-
plain it to them.  While there is a natural temptation to talk with each other while 
leaving the Sanctuary, we ask that you wait until you have reached the lobby.  
 

Fellowship and Coffee in the Church Cultural Hall is a wonderful place to catch up 
and we look forward to seeing you there!   


