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Welcome! 
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy (Soorp Badarak) and invite all who are 

confirmed in the Armenian Church, and also those whose churches are  
in communion with ours, to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

If you are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish 
groups, please ask any parish council member on duty at the entrance desks. 
Please also fill out a contact card before you leave. Enter to worship the Lord  

Jesus, who loves you, and depart with His love in order to serve others.  

The Kiss of Peace 
The GIVER says:   Kreesdos ee mech mer haydnetsav. 
   Քրիստոս ի մէջ մեր յայտնեցաւ:  
   Christ is revealed amongst us. 
The RECEIVER says:  Orhnyal eh haydnootyoonun Kreesdosee. 
   Օրհնեալ է յայտնութիւնն Քրիստոսի 

   Blessed is the revelation of Christ. 

Plate Collection 
Today’s collection for the church will be taken during Badarak.  
Your donations remain an essential part of how we support our  
parish’s mission. You can also make an online plate donation  
through our website, or by scanning QR code with your smartphone. 



St. John Komitas Choir 
Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant. 

Midday Hymn  
Sung during the Synaxis (at the bottom of page 12 in the Divine Liturgy book)  
Midday Hymn for Pentecost  
The Lord reigneth; He is clothed with majesty.  
The Holy Spirit who springs forth perpetually,  
Since the beginning, inseparable from the Son,  
Today was poured down mightily from heaven  
Filling all those in the company of the Apostles,  
Let us bless and bow down to him.  
The One without beginning and always with the self-existent,  
The Holy Spirit, inseparable with the same nature as the Son,  
Was preached in fiery, distinct languages today,  
Bringing nations to the light by distributing diverse talents/gifts to them.  
Let us bless and bow down to him. Inseparable from the Father and the Son,  
The equally sovereign Holy Spirit, Who was hovering over the waters,  
Today regenerated all nations, By the living water gushing forth from Jerusalem.  
Let us bless and bow down to him.  

Imprisoned Bishops and  
Clergymen in Armenia 

Diramayr Marmine Bagdasarian 
Dirahayr Mihran Parsamyan 
Yeretzgin Tirouhi Boyajian 

Lara Roche Sarmanian  
Mary Helen Altounian  
Shoghig Terjimanian 

Valera Ayrapetyan  
Charles Vanerian 

Badrik Jooharigian 
Andre’ J. Gregory 
Vladimir Avetisov 
Charles Sansone 
Hrayr Mashigian 
Nick Fernandez   
Jan Paloian 
Edith Baise 
Rose Baise  

Michael Vartoogian 
Samvel Arakelyan 

Yelena Zakaryan 
Nancy Altounian                    
Marus Grigoryan 
Nailya Sahakian                                                   
Chris  Papazian       
Rose Lucassian  
Marge Aramian 

Zaven Ovian    

Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized 
 

 

 

New Property and Maintenance Manager 
As part of a planned transition of the current parish administration role and       
responsibilities, we are pleased to announce the hiring of Gerard (Gerry) Kmita as 
the new Property and Maintenance Manager. This is a part-time role and Gerry will 
be managing the preventive maintenance, repairs and or replacements of our 
building’s mechanical equipment and essential systems. He will also oversee daily 
operation, cleanliness, and readiness of all church buildings and grounds.         
Reporting to Gerry is our Maintenance Supervisor, Ron Ware and the Maintenance 
and Custodial Team. Gerry brings extensive product development, project         
coordination, technical support, and facilities operation experience. Please join us 
in warmly welcoming Gerry to St. John! 



Today’s Gospel Reading                                         John 14:25-31 
These things I have spoken to you, while I am still with you. But the Counselor, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and 
bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be 
troubled, neither let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, `I go away, and I will 
come to you.' If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I go to the Father; 
for the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you before it takes place, so 
that when it does take place, you may believe. I will no longer talk much with you, 
for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over me; but I do as the    
Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. 
Rise, let us go hence. 

Memorial Day Grave Blessings 
Monday, May 25  
Evergreen Cemetery - Fr. Aren from 10:00am - 10:30am 
Woodlawn Cemetery - Fr. Aren at 10:30am until noon  
Woodmere Cemetery - Fr. Aren at 1:00pm  
Oakland Hills Memorial Garden and White Chapel Memorial Park Cemetery -  
please call the Church Office for an appointment.  
At noon on Monday, May 25, there will be a general requiem at Woodlawn  
Martyrs’ Monument in memory of all Armenians buried there offered by Fr. Aren.  
If you wish to have individual names remembered please bring a typed list to give  
to Fr. Aren, who will remember them during the general requiem service.  
All grave blessing times and dates are weather permitting.  

Church Closure Notice 
Please note that the church complex will be closed on Monday, May 25, 2026, in  
observance of Memorial Day. We wish everyone a safe and meaningful holiday as  
we remember and honor those who have served. 
Regular activities will resume on Tuesday, May 26, 2026. 

 

Fallen Asleep in the Lord 
 

We offer our prayers for the servant of God, George Derderian Jr.,  
who entered his eternal rest last week. His funeral was held at  

St. John Armenian Church on May 18, 2026.  
May Christ our Lord shed His eternal light upon his soul. 

 
We offer our prayers for the servant of God, Mary “Rosie” Kaloustian-Smith,  

who entered her eternal rest last week. Her funeral was held at  
St. John Armenian Church on May 20, 2026.  

May Christ our Lord shed His eternal light upon her soul. 
 



Feast of Pentecost (Hokekaloosd) 
 

Today, the Armenian Church celebrates the Feast of Pentecost. We mark the day 
that the Holy Spirit descended upon the Holy Apostles in the Upper Room fifty 
days (penta = five) after Christ’s triumphant resurrection. Scripture tells us that 

while the Apostles were in the Upper Room, there was a mighty wind and that the 
Holy Spirit came down upon them in the form of fiery tongues. 

 

During today’s Divine Liturgy, we pause three times to read the Prayer of St. John 
Chrysostom dedicated to the three persons of the Holy Trinity. These prayers are 
read immediately prior to the singing of the three hymns dedicated to the Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit (Hayr Yergnavor, Vorti Asdoodzoh, and Hoki Asdoodzoh). 
These beautiful prayers emphasizes our deep, intimate, and spiritual relationship 

with each person of the Trinity.   

Prayer for Vocations 
 

O Divine and Heavenly Grace, our Lord Jesus Christ, who always provides for the 
needs of Your people and Your Holy Church. In Your love and mercy call our young 

people to the priesthood and to the service of the Holy Church.  
Help them to discern and listen to Your call to serve the Church with gladness. So 
that strengthened in faith we may thankfully glorify you, together with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit. Now and always and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
 

Տէր մեր Յիսուս Քրիստոս, դուն որ քու աստուածային եւ երկնային 

շնորհներովդ կը հոգաս քու ժողովուրդիդ եւ եկեղեցիիդ կարիքներուն. Քու 

Սիրովդ եւ ողորմութեամբդ կոչէ մեր երիտասարդները քահանայութեան եւ Ս. 

Եկեղեցւոյ ծառայութեան։ 

Խրատէ զանոնք, որպէս զի հնազանդին  քու կոչմանդ եւ ուրախութեամբ 

ծառայեն Եկեղեցւոյ, Եւ մենք ամէնքս՝ հաւատքով զօրացած՝ առաւել եւս 

երախտագիտութեամբ փառաւորենք զքեզ Հօրդ եւ Սուրբ Հոգւոյդ հետ 

միասին. Այժմ եւ միշտ, եւ յաւիտեանս յաւիտենից. Ամէն։ 





 

 

ՊԱՇՏՕՆ ՀՈԳԵՀԱՆԳՍՏԵԱՆ 

Requiem Prayers for the Souls of those asleep in Christ  
 

ROBERT BAGDASARIAN, 1st Year, Husband, Father, Grandfather 
Requested by Rosemary Bagdasarian 
Craig and Lisa Johnson 
Jessica Johnson 
Kyle Johnson 
Dr. Richard and Michelle Bagdasarian 
Kristen Bagdasarian  
Katrina Bagdasarian 

 

ARA BASHERIAN, 3rd Year 
 Requested by Roslyn Basherian and Family 
 Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian  
 Yeretzgin Aurora Jebejian  
 Mr. and Mrs. Steve Megrdichian  
 Dn. Garen and Mari Megrdichian  
 Gary Malikian 
 Deborah Zazaian and Family 
 

EVA TOPALIAN, 3rd Year, Mother, Mother-In-Law, Grandmother 
 Requested by Tina Topalian and Maury Okun 
 
EDUARD AYRAPETYAN  
OFELIA AYRAPETYAN  
BORIS AYRAPETYAN  
ASYA AYRAPETYAN  
 Requested by the Ayrapetyan Family 

 

JON KENNEDY, 7th Year, Friend 
JAMES ZARATZIAN, 10th Year, Friend 
 Requested by Stephen and Lisa Derderian 
 

BEDROS NERSESSIAN 
Requested by Mr. and Mrs. Norayr and Isgouhi Palandjian 

 

ALEX KING, Father, Father-In-Law 
LOIS KING-CHURCH, Mother, Mother-In-Law 
V. GEORGE AND ANN LAKTZIAN, Khnamees 
SIRVART MEZIAN, Friend 
PEROUZ AND MASROB LEKTZIAN, Grandparents 
 Requested by James and Laura Skubal 
 













 









https://diocesansummercamps.org/hyecamp/




Candles White Orchid Cocktail 
Napkin Holder 

Noah's Ark  
Nut Dish  

These and many other Michael Aram pieces now available (10% off)! 

Visit the St. John Parish Bookstore!  

Open during Church Office hours and on Sundays after the Divine Liturgy 

The best selection of Armenian books and CDs  and gift items: Jewelry, Armenian crosses, 
key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products — some newly arrived! 

Featured Items 

Armenia: The Lone Stone 
A Traveler’s Guide From Ancient 
Stones to Modern Wonders,  
by David Karamian (HC $25)  

Orthodoxy on  
the Line by  
Aram G. Sarkisian,  
HC $50.00 
               

NEW, Armenia-The Lone Stone  
by David Karamian (HC $70) 
Hardcover coffee table book  
documenting history of cultural 
landmarks  

New Jewelry from Armenia 
Pregomesh Jewelry 

Vanq Collection Silver Jewelry Celebrates Artsakh’s Rich Heritage 

New, “The Repatriate 
Returns” by Tom 
Mooradian  SC $20.00 

 

Children’s Book 
Rose by the Sea 
By Rebecca  
Mooradian,  
HC $20.00 



General Parish Information 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9am - 4pm 
Parish Secretary: Gayane Hovhannisyan | (248) 569-3405 | office@sjachurch.org 
In an after-hours emergency, please contact: 
 Fr. Aren  - Cell: (773) 457-4122 | fraren@sjachurch.org 
 Administrative Consultant - Cell: (248) 917-6645 | admin@sjachurch.org 

Visits to the hospitalized and homebound: Please call the church office if you or 
someone you love has been hospitalized and would appreciate a visit from the 
pastor. If you have an upcoming surgery, please consider adding your name to our 
prayer list for the sick or hospitalized. Those who are homebound and desire to 
receive Holy Communion should contact the church office. 

Home Blessings: If you would like the pastor to visit your home and conduct a 
home blessing service, please contact the church office. 

Baptisms: Parents may prepare for their child’s baptism before they are born. For 
more information, proceed to our website for Baptismal guidelines and applica-
tion: Baptism Guidelines – St. John Armenian Church  

Weddings: Please contact the church office at least nine months before your   
anticipated wedding date. We ask that you please make sure to confirm your date 
with the pastor before booking a reception location. 

For more information, proceed to our website for Wedding guidelines and applica-
tion: Wedding Guidelines – St. John Armenian Church 

Requiem Prayers (Hokehankist): Names may be submitted to the church office by 
mail, phone, email, or via the church website no later than 5 p.m. on Wednesday 
preceding the Sunday when prayers are requested. Requiem prayers may be   
offered any Sunday except for the five Tabernacle Feast Days. To submit an online 
request, proceed to our website Requiem Service (Hokihankist) – St. John Arme-
nian Church  

Veils: In the Armenian Church, it is customary for women and girls to wear head 
coverings when attending the Divine Liturgy, and particularly when receiving Holy 
Communion. If you do not have a head covering, but wish to obtain one, kindly 
approach a parish council member. 

Sunday Bulletin: Announcements for the print bulletin and e-Bulletin are due to 
the church office no later than 5 p.m. Wednesday. 

Parish Membership: If you are interested in becoming part of the St. John parish 
stewardship program, please speak with any parish council member, contact the 
church office, or visit stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/membership/ 

“Please remember St. John Armenian Church in your Will or Trust” 

https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/baptism/
https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/weddings/
https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/requiem-service/
https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/requiem-service/


 
 

Stewards Time and Talent Appreciation 
Our parish is blessed with many volunteers who work tirelessly within the various  
Church organizations and we thank you all! We also want to note special thanks to  
individuals who take care of projects. As such, we thank Gary Gozmanian for fixing  
the parking lot potholes and plastering/painting the wall next to the Main  
Conference Room. 

St. John Parish Calendar 
For flyers with further information on these and other  

parish events, scan this QR code to view our e-Bulletin.  
You can also find it using your web browser at:  

www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/sunday-bulletin/ 

May 24 - Morning Service - 9:00am, Divine Liturgy - 9:30am  
May 27 - Coffee with Hayr Soorp - 3:00pm, Via Zoom 
May 27 - Men’s Society - Presentation, 6:30pm - Main Hall 
May 28  - June 1 - Save the Date - Primate's Pastoral Visit 
May 29  - Fr. Garabed’s 50th Anniversary Celebration Banquet 

 6:00pm - Main Hall, Tickets are "SOLD OUT"   
May 31 - Episcopal Divine Liturgy and Ordination of Subdeacons and Acolytes 
June 1 - Bible Study, 7:00pm - Conference Room 
June 2 - Tuesday Lunch,12:00 - Armenian American Veterans Hall 
June 7 - Women’s Guild Memorial Tea, Following Divine Liturgy 
June 13 - SJAC Volunteer Day at World Medical Relief 
 9:00am - 11:30am - 21725 Melrose Ave., Southfield, MI 48075 
June 14 - Special Gathering for High School and College Graduates 
 Following Divine Liturgy - St John Main Hall 
June 20 - Little Saints, 10:00am - Ararat Room 
June 22 - June 25 - Day Camp - Session 1  
June 26 - St. John Community Dinner - Lamb Shank Dinner, 
 6:00pm - Armenian American Veterans Hall 
July 13 - July 17 - Save the Date - Arts of Armenia 
July 31 - St. John Community Dinner - Lamb Chop Dinner, 6:00pm - Veterans Hall 
July 25  - August 1 - Save the Date - Hye Camp  
  

Summer Hours  
Beginning from Sunday, May 24 through Sunday, August 30, summer hours will  
be observed for Sunday liturgical services: 
Morning Service - 9:00am, Divine Liturgy - 9:30am  


