
 

Sixth Sunday of Eastertide 
Mother’s Day 

Celebrant: Very Reverend Father Aren Jebejian 
Morning Service - 9:00 a.m. | Divine Liturgy - 9:45 a.m. 

Sacred Lections: Acts 20:17-38, I John 3:2-6, John 9:39-10:10  
Lector: Yvonne Korkoian 

22001 Northwestern Hwy. | Southfield, MI 48075 | (248) 569-3405 | stjohnsarmenianchurch.org 

St. John Armenian Church  
of Greater Detroit 
Very Reverend Father Aren Jebejian, Pastor 
Clergy residing within the St. John parish and community: 

Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian 
Reverend Father Abraham Ohanesian 

Sunday Bulletin May 10, 2026 
Armenian Church Year 1475 

 

Plate Collection 
Today’s collection for the church will be taken during Badarak.  
Your donations remain an essential part of how we support our  
parish’s mission. You can also make an online plate donation  
through our website, or by scanning QR code with your smartphone. 

Welcome! 
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy (Soorp Badarak) and invite all who are 

confirmed in the Armenian Church, and also those whose churches are  
in communion with ours, to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

If you are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish 
groups, please ask any parish council member on duty at the entrance desks. 
Please also fill out a contact card before you leave. Enter to worship the Lord  

Jesus, who loves you, and depart with His love in order to serve others.  

 Easter Greeting  
CHRIST IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, BLESSED IS THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST!  

ՔՐԻՍՏՈՍ ՅԱՐԵԱՒ Ի ՄԵՌԵԼՈՑ ՕՐՀՆԵԱԼ Է ՅԱՐՈՒԹԻՒՆՆ ՔՐԻՍՏՈՍԻ  

KRISDOS HARYAV EE MERELOTZ ORHNIAL EH HAROUTIUNUN KRISTOSI  

 



St. John Komitas Choir 
Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant. 

Midday Hymn  
Sung during the Synaxis (at the bottom of page 12 in the Divine Liturgy book)  
Midday Hymn for Eastertide 
Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem.  
Christ is risen from the dead, Alleluia!  
Come, you peoples, sing to the Lord, Alleluia!  
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
Now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.  
To Him who is risen from the dead, Alleluia!  
To Him who has enlightened the world, Alleluia!  

The Kiss of Peace 
The GIVER says:   Kreesdos ee mech mer haydnetsav. 
   Քրիստոս ի մէջ մեր յայտնեցաւ:  
   Christ is revealed amongst us. 
The RECEIVER says:  Orhnyal eh haydnootyoonun Kreesdosee. 
   Օրհնեալ է յայտնութիւնն Քրիստոսի 

   Blessed is the revelation of Christ. 

Imprisoned Bishops and  
Clergymen in Armenia 

Diramayr Marmine Bagdasarian 
Dirahayr Mihran Parsamyan 
Yeretzgin Tirouhi Boyajian 

Lara Roche Sarmanian  
Mary Helen Altounian  
Shoghig Terjimanian 

Valera Ayrapetyan  
Charles Vanerian 

Badrik Jooharigian 
Andre’ J. Gregory 
Vladimir Avetisov 
Charles Sansone 
Hrayr Mashigian 
Nick Fernandez   
Jan Paloian 
Edith Baise 
Rose Baise  

Michael Vartoogian 
Samvel Arakelyan 

Yelena Zakaryan 
Nancy Altounian                    
Marus Grigoryan 
Nailya Sahakian                                                   
Chris  Papazian       
Rose Lucassian  
Marge Aramian 

Zaven Ovian    

Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized 

 

Gifts to Church 
On the occasion of the baptism of Lucine and Taline Samarian Ducato, which took  
place on May 3, 2026, a gift has been presented to the Church by their parents,  
Michael Ducato and Michelle Samarian.  

Summer Hours  
Beginning from Sunday, May 24 through Sunday, August 30, summer hours will  
be observed for Sunday liturgical services:  
Morning Service - 9:00am, Divine Liturgy - 9:30am  



Today’s Gospel Reading                                     John 9:39-10:10  
Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may 
see, and that those who see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him 
heard this, and they said to him, “Are we also blind?” Jesus said to them, “If you 
were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, `We see,' your guilt re-
mains.  
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but 
climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber; but he who enters by 
the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens; the sheep 
hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he 
has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for 
they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for 
they do not know the voice of strangers.” This figure Jesus used with them, but 
they did not understand what he was saying to them.  
So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 
All who came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not heed them. 
I am the door; if any one enters by me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and 
find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they 
may have life, and have it abundantly.”  

Memorial Day Grave Blessings 
Monday, May 25  
Evergreen Cemetery - Fr. Aren from 10:00am - 10:30am 
Woodlawn Cemetery - Fr. Aren at 10:30am until noon  
Woodmere Cemetery - Fr. Aren at 1:00pm  
Oakland Hills Memorial Garden and White Chapel Memorial Park Cemetery -  
please call the Church Office for an appointment.  
At noon on Monday, May 25, there will be a general requiem at Woodlawn  
Martyrs’ Monument in memory of all Armenians buried there offered by Fr. Aren.  
If you wish to have individual names remembered please bring a typed list to give 
to Fr. Aren, who will remember them during the general requiem service.  
All grave blessing times and dates are weather permitting.  

 

Veterans Building Renovation Fundraising 
Our goal is to renovate our dedicated space to honor those who served  

and to expand our community outreach. 
Renovation Goal      $ 500,000 
Current Donations   $ 283,821 
Funding Needed      $ 216,179 

As of April 24, 2026. 
Help us reach our goal! 

Donate today by scanning the QR code. 
  

Excludes Apostolic Society’s funding $470,647 for Foundation, Roof, and Window  
repairs/replacements since 2021 and Marie Vanerian’s $50,000 donation to the  

2025 Detroit ACYOA Sports Weekend of which $38,500 used for Gym refreshening.  



 

 

ՊԱՇՏՕՆ ՀՈԳԵՀԱՆԳՍՏԵԱՆ 

Requiem Prayers for the Souls of those asleep in Christ  

SHIRLEY DADIAN, 40th Day, Mother, Grandmother, Khnamee, Friend 
 Requested by Laurie Dadian 
 Bryan, Lisa, Jordan, Nick and Victoria Boyadjian 
 Alique Bagdasarian 
 Lyle, Nicole, Luc and Led Dadian 
 Larry, Tanya, Sammy, Talia and Jack Dadian 
 Mary Boyadjian 
 Chuck, Terry, Brent and Erika Palaian 
 Carolyn Arslanian 
 Irma Kabakciyan 
  

HAGOP SHAHE JEBEJIAN, 1st Year, Uncle, Granduncle, Brother-In-Law  
 Requested by Diramayr Aurora Jebejian  
 Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian  
 Stephen and Rena Megrdichian  
 Dn. Garen Megrdichian  
 Mari Megrdichian  
 Roslyn Basherian 
 Gary Melikian 
 

DN. DR. HAGOP NERSOYAN, 20th Year  
 Requested by Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian  
 

AGNES CARMAN HOVSEPIAN 
DIRAMAYR MARY ELIZABETH KOCHAKIAN 
MARY MOORADIAN 
MARGARET LONG, MARGARET HACHERIAN 
AGAVNE ALZARIAN 
ARAXE CARMAN 
YIUGHAPER MERJANIAN 
VARTER NAJARIAN 
 Requested by Father Garabed and Yeretzgin Roberta Kochakian 
 

ASTGHIK BABAYAN 
GOHAR AMZAIAN 
SUSANNA BABAYAN 
ROZA MAZMANOVA 
 Requested by Galina Mazmanian and Family 
 

MARY ARGNIAN, Mother  
TAKOUHI KOLOIAN, Grandmother   
 Requested by Alice and Peter Argnian 
 

BARBARA NORSIGIAN, 10th Year, Dear Friend 
 Requested by Margie Simonian 
 



 

 

 ՊԱՇՏՕՆ ՀՈԳԵՀԱՆԳՍՏԵԱՆ 

Requiem Prayers for the Souls of those asleep in Christ  

MYRON (MIHRAN) COUYOUMJIAN, 3rd Year, Husband, Father, Grandfather  
ROSIE NEVART KEVONIAN, 10th Year, Wife, Mother, Grandmother,  
Great-Grandmother  
HRANT (HENRY) KEVONIAN, 47th Year, Husband, Father, Grandfather, 
Great-Grandfather  
 Requested by the Couyoumjian Family  
 The Vitale Family  
 The Kevonian Family 
 

BERTHA MERTOIAN, 44th Year, Beloved Mother, Grandmother 
MARY ELIZABETH TIFFANY, 22nd Year, Beloved Mother, Grandmother 
JOANN MASHIGIAN, 40th Day, Cousin 
 Requested by Linda and Mike Tiffany 
 Kevin and Alisa Tiffany 
 Kristen and Sven Gustafson 
 

NUSHAN AND HAZEL HOVSEPIAN, Beloved Grandparents and  
Great-Grandparents, Khnamee 
EMMA HOVSEPIAN, Dear Aunt, Great-Aunt, Khnamee 
 Requested by David and Marianne Dardarian and Family  
 Dr. Harry and Patricia Kezelian, Harry III  
 Michael and Katie Kezelian and Family 
 Richard and Arlene Hovsepian and Family 
 Kristin and Bryan Lynch 
 Edward Haic, Yvonne, Laura, Chris and Shakay Korkoian and Family 
 Rosemary Kezelian   
 

FRANK LEVON AND HAMASPYR BAYLERIAN, Beloved Grandparents, Great-
Grandparents, Khnamee 
 Requested by David and Marianne Dardarian and Family 
 Dr. Harry and Patricia Kezelian, Harry III 
 Michael and Katie Kezelian and Family 
 Richard and Arlene Hovsepian and Family 
 Kristin and Bryan Lynch 
 Edward Haic, Yvonne, Laura, Chris and Shakay Korkoian and Family 
 Rosemary Kezelian   

 

PETER AND LILLIAN HOVSEPIAN, Beloved Parents, Grandparents, Khanamee  
 Requested by David and Marianne Dardarian and Family 
 Dr. Harry and Patricia Kezelian, Harry III 
 Michael and Katie Kezelian and Family 
 Richard and Arlene Hovsepian and Family 
 Kristin and Bryan Lynch 
 Edward Haic, Yvonne, Laura, Chris and Shakay Korkoian and Family 
 Rosemary Kezelian   

 



 

 

ՊԱՇՏՕՆ ՀՈԳԵՀԱՆԳՍՏԵԱՆ 

Requiem Prayers for the Souls of those asleep in Christ  

HARRY KEZELIAN, Sr., Beloved Father, Grandfather, Uncle, Khnamee, Friend   
 Requested by Rosemary Kezelian   
 Dr. Harry and Patricia Kezelian, Harry III 
 Michael and Katie and family 
 Randy, Laurie Jayne and Meredith Pepper 
 Bobby and Roseann Attar 
 David and Marianne Dardarian and Family 
 Richard and Arlene Hovsepian and Family 
 Kristin and Bryan Lynch  
 Edward Haic, Yvonne, Laura, Chris and Shakay Korkoian and Family 
 

ARCHIE AND HERMALENE KAHAYIAN, Beloved Parents, Grandparents, 
Khnamee 
 Requested by Richard and Arlene Hovsepian and Family 
 Kristin and Bryan Lynch 
 David and Marianne Dardarian and Family 
 Dr. Harry and Patricia Kezelian, Harry III 
 Michael and Katie Kezelian and Family 
 Edward Haic, Yvonne, Laura, Chris and Shakay Korkoian and Family 
 Rosemary Kezelian   

 

LAURIE TOOMAJANIAN, Beloved Mother, Grandmother, Aunt 
 Requested by Randy, Laurie Jayne and Meredith Pepper 
 Rosemary Kezelian 
 Dr. Harry and Patricia Kezelian, Harry III 
 Michael and Katie and Family  
 

FREDA VARTOOGIAN  
VARTANOUSH AND ONNEG KEZELIAN 
MYRENEE AND OVHANESS VARTOOGIAN 
 Requested by Rosemary Kezelian 
 Dr. Harry and Patricia Kezelian, Harry III, Michael and Katie and Family 
 Randy, Laurie Jayne and Meredith Pepper 
 

 

Fallen Asleep in the Lord 
 

We offer our prayers for the servant of God, Gloria Baykian, who  
entered her eternal rest last week. Her funeral was held at  

St. John Armenian Church on May 7, 2026.  
May Christ our Lord shed His eternal light upon her soul. 























https://diocesansummercamps.org/hyecamp/


Candles White Orchid Cocktail 
Napkin Holder 

Noah's Ark  
Nut Dish  

These and many other Michael Aram pieces now available (10% off)! 

Visit the St. John Parish Bookstore!  

Open during Church Office hours and on Sundays after the Divine Liturgy 

The best selection of Armenian books and CDs  and gift items: Jewelry, Armenian crosses, 
key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products — some newly arrived! 

Featured Items 

Armenia: The Lone Stone 
A Traveler’s Guide From Ancient 
Stones to Modern Wonders,  
by David Karamian (HC $25)  

Orthodoxy on  
the Line by  
Aram G. Sarkisian,  
HC $50.00 
               

NEW, Armenia-The Lone Stone  
by David Karamian (HC $70) 
Hardcover coffee table book  
documenting history of cultural 
landmarks  

New Jewelry from Armenia 
Pregomesh Jewelry 

Vanq Collection Silver Jewelry Celebrates Artsakh’s Rich Heritage 

New, “The Repatriate 
Returns” by Tom 
Mooradian  SC $20.00 

 

Children’s Book 
Rose by the Sea 
By Rebecca  
Mooradian,  



General Parish Information 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9am - 4pm 
Parish Secretary: Gayane Hovhannisyan | (248) 569-3405 | office@sjachurch.org 
In an after-hours emergency, please contact: 
 Fr. Aren  - Cell: (773) 457-4122 | fraren@sjachurch.org 
 Administrative Consultant - Cell: (248) 917-6645 | admin@sjachurch.org 

Visits to the hospitalized and homebound: Please call the church office if you or 
someone you love has been hospitalized and would appreciate a visit from the 
pastor. If you have an upcoming surgery, please consider adding your name to our 
prayer list for the sick or hospitalized. Those who are homebound and desire to 
receive Holy Communion should contact the church office. 

Home Blessings: If you would like the pastor to visit your home and conduct a 
home blessing service, please contact the church office. 

Baptisms: Parents may prepare for their child’s baptism before they are born. For 
more information, proceed to our website for Baptismal guidelines and applica-
tion: Baptism Guidelines – St. John Armenian Church  

Weddings: Please contact the church office at least nine months before your   
anticipated wedding date. We ask that you please make sure to confirm your date 
with the pastor before booking a reception location. 

For more information, proceed to our website for Wedding guidelines and applica-
tion: Wedding Guidelines – St. John Armenian Church 

Requiem Prayers (Hokehankist): Names may be submitted to the church office by 
mail, phone, email, or via the church website no later than 5 p.m. on Wednesday 
preceding the Sunday when prayers are requested. Requiem prayers may be   
offered any Sunday except for the five Tabernacle Feast Days. To submit an online 
request, proceed to our website Requiem Service (Hokihankist) – St. John Arme-
nian Church  

Veils: In the Armenian Church, it is customary for women and girls to wear head 
coverings when attending the Divine Liturgy, and particularly when receiving Holy 
Communion. If you do not have a head covering, but wish to obtain one, kindly 
approach a parish council member. 

Sunday Bulletin: Announcements for the print bulletin and e-Bulletin are due to 
the church office no later than 5 p.m. Wednesday. 

Parish Membership: If you are interested in becoming part of the St. John parish 
stewardship program, please speak with any parish council member, contact the 
church office, or visit stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/membership/ 

“Please remember St. John Armenian Church in your Will or Trust” 

https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/baptism/
https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/weddings/
https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/requiem-service/
https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/requiem-service/


 
 

Seeking Stewards Time and Talent Help 
Social Media / Communications  
 Need volunteers or recommendations for part -time help. 
 Need to outreach beyond email blasts with more video clips.  
Create Church Operations and Events Manual  
 Need 2-3 people to document the what, how & when regularly  
 scheduled events are planned to create an operations manual.  
Please contact Jim Stamboulian at Church Office. 

St. John Parish Calendar 
For flyers with further information on these and other  

parish events, scan this QR code to view our e-Bulletin.  
You can also find it using your web browser at:  

www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/sunday-bulletin/ 

May 10 - Morning Service - 9:00am, Divine Liturgy - 9:45am  
May 13 - Coffee with Hayr Soorp - 11:00am, Via Zoom 
May 17 - Church School Graduation, Following Divine Liturgy - Khorovadz Picnic 
May 18 - Bible Study - 7:00pm, Conference Room 
May 19 - Tuesday Lunch, 12:00pm - Armenian American Veterans Hall 
May 19  - Music Guild - Komitas and Armenian Music, 7:00pm - St. Vartan Room 
May 28  - June 1 - Save the Date - Primate's Pastoral Visit 
May 29  - Fr. Garabed’s 50th Anniversary Celebration Banquet, 6:00pm - Main Hall  
June 7 - Special Gathering for High School and College Graduates 
 Following Divine Liturgy - St John Main Hall 
June 13 - SJAC Volunteer Day at World Medical Relief 
 9:00am - 11:30am - 21725 Melrose Ave., Southfield, MI 48075 
June 26 - St. John Community Dinner - Lamb Shank Dinner, 
 6:00pm - Armenian American Veterans Hall 
July 13 - July 17 - Save the Date - Arts of Armenia 
July 31 - St. John Community Dinner - Lamb Chop Dinner, 6:00pm - Veterans Hall 
July 25  - August 1 - Save the Date - Hye Camp  

Bazaar 2026 
We are getting ready for Bazaar 2026, and everyone is warmly invited to help  
prepare our delicious foods!  
Monday, May 11 - From 9:00am to 12:00pm - Choreg 
Tuesday, May 12, from 9:00am to 12:00pm - Khalkha  
All hands are good hands! We look forward to seeing you there.  

Lost and Found Notice 
A set of car keys was left at the church on Friday evening, April 24, and a left  
AirPod has been found in front of the office. If you believe either item belongs to  
you, please contact the church office or speak with a staff member, providing a  
description to claim it.  


