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Plate Collection 
 

Today’s collection for the church will be taken during Badarak.  
Your donations remain an essential part of how we support our  
parish’s mission. You can also make an online plate donation  
through our website, or by scanning QR code with your smartphone. 

 

Welcome! 
 

We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy (Soorp Badarak) and invite all who are 
confirmed in the Armenian Church, and also those whose churches are in 

communion with ours, to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. If you 
are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish 

groups, please ask any parish council member on duty at the entrance desks. 
Please also fill out a contact card before you leave. Enter to worship the Lord  

Jesus, who loves you, and depart with His love in order to serve others.  

Morning Service During Lent  
 

On all Sundays during Great Lent, Morning Service (Matins)  
will be replaced with The Sunrise Office (Arevakal) at 9:00 am.  

We will return to our regular schedule of having  
Morning Service (Matins) at 9:00 am on Palm Sunday.  



St. John Komitas Choir 
Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant  

Midday Hymn  
Sung during the Synaxis (at the bottom of page 12 in the Divine Liturgy book) 
Midday Hymn for the Second Sunday of Lent  
You established the commandment of the sacred fast. 
For the first time in Paradise;  
The first-created did not observe it  
And by eating of the fruit  
They tasted the bitterness of sin and of death.  
Therefore, grant us O Lord,  
To taste the sweetness of Your Commandments.  
The enemy has wounded us in the soul  
With all sorts of wounds of sin;  
And we in our various sicknesses  
Are found to be those who need Your help  
O Lover of man,  
Who heal our weaknesses.  
Therefore, heal us O Christ,  
Since You love man.  
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
Now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.  
By being born of the Virgin Mary  
You appeared as Saviour of men;  
And by Your life-giving resurrection  
You called us who were dead  
To the resurrection of immortality.  
Therefore, through the prayer of Your mother,  
Save us, O Saviour.  

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion is not openly administered during Great Lent,  
should any of the faithful wish to receive Holy Communion at any time  
during Great Lent, they may do so by making arrangements with the Pastor. 

Side Altar Painting Covers 
We wish to thank Mr. and Mrs. Charles and Marie Semarjian for donating the  
purple material for the sewing of the new side altar painting covers.  
May God continue to bless the good works of their hands. 



Today’s Gospel Reading                                  Matthew 5:17-48 
    “Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I have come not to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, 
not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Whoever then 
relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches men so, shall be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them shall be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness ex-
ceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  
    “You have heard that it was said to the men of old, `You shall not kill; and whoever 
kills shall be liable to judgment.' But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his 
brother shall be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother shall be liable to the 
council, and whoever says, `You fool!' shall be liable to hell of fire. So if you are offer-
ing your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against 
you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, 
and then come and offer your gift. Make friends quickly with your accuser, while you 
are going with him to court, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the 
judge to the guard, and you be put in prison; truly, I say to you, you will never get out 
till you have paid the last penny. 
    “You have heard that it was said, `You shall not commit adultery.' But I say to you 
that every one who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and throw it away; it is  
better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into 
hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better 
that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go into hell.  
    “It was also said, `Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of di-
vorce.' But I say to you that every one who divorces his wife, except on the ground of 
unchastity, makes her an adulteress; and whoever marries a divorced woman com-
mits adultery.  
    “Again you have heard that it was said to the men of old, `You shall not swear false-
ly, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.' But I say to you, Do not swear 
at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God or by the earth, for it is his footstool, 
or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And do not swear by your head, for 
you cannot make one hair white or black. Let what you say be simply `Yes' or `No'; 
anything more than this comes from evil. 
    “You have heard that it was said, `An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' But I 
say to you, Do not resist one who is evil. But if any one strikes you on the right cheek, 
turn to him the other also; and if any one would sue you and take your coat, let him 
have your cloak as well; and if any one forces you to go one mile, go with him two 
miles. Give to him who begs from you, and do not refuse him who would borrow from 
you.  

“You have heard that it was said, `You shall love your neighbor and hate your ene-
my.' But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so 
that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love 
those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the 
same? And if you salute only your brethren, what more are you doing than others? Do 
not even the Gentiles do the same? You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly 
Father is  perfect.” 
 



Imprisoned Bishops and  
Clergymen in Armenia 

Diramayr Marmine Bagdasarian 
Dirahayr Mihran Parsamyan 
Yeretzgin Tirouhi Boyagian 

Lara Roche Sarmanian)  
Mary Helen Altounian  
Shoghig Terjimanian 

Valera Ayrapetyan  
Charles Vanerian 

Badrik Jooharigian 
Andre’ J. Gregory 
Vladimir Avetisov 
Joann Mashigian 
Charles Sansone 
Hrayr Mashigian 
Nick Fernandez   
Sonia Kalfayan 
Edith Baise 
Rose Baise  

Samvel Arakelyan 
Yelena Zakaryan 
Nancy Altounian                    
Marus Grigoryan 
Nailya Sahakian                                                   
Chris  Papazian       
Rose Lucassian  
Marge Aramian 

Zaven Ovian    
Jan Paloian 

Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized 

Women's Guild Palm Sunday Bake Sale  
 

St John Women's Guild invites you to join us in the main kitchen  
as we prepare for our upcoming Palm Sunday Bake Sale! 

 

Monday, February 23, 4:00pm - 8:00pm - Choreg!   
Tuesday, February 24, 9:00am - 12:00pm, Sarma and Meat Boreg!  

 

We look forward to seeing you all there!  
Please RSVP for either date by contacting the number below. 

The Women's Guild is now accepting advanced orders for our Palm Sunday Bake 
Sale World Famous Soo Boreg, available half and full trays.  

Advanced, prepaid orders may be placed by calling or texting to  
Joy Callan, 248-533-6320. Orders will be accepted through Sunday, April 15.  

We look forward to your orders! 

Annual Parish Assembly is on Sunday, March 1, 2026. 
The meeting will begin at 12:30pm. An invitation, agenda, and link to the 

Annual Report was emailed to all 2025 Church Stewards on record. 
 

If you did not receive an email as a Steward on record, contact the church  
office to verify your status and the email address we have on file. 

The Parish Assembly will be electing officers to conduct the meeting, as well as 
members of the Parish Council, Auditing Committee, and Nominating Committee. 
We will also review the activities and reports contained in the 2025 Annual Report. 

 

The meeting is open to all parishioners,  
but only Church Stewards will be permitted to vote. 

A buffet lunch benefitting the St. John Fuller Center for Housing Armenia 
will be served before the meeting for $20/person. 

Please RSVP by Feb 25 to Jackie ElChemmas 
jackieelch@gmail.com or text 248-762-1312. 



 

 ՊԱՇՏՕՆ ՀՈԳԵՀԱՆԳՍՏԵԱՆ 

Requiem Prayers for the Souls of those asleep in Christ  

DN. SHAHIN UZUNJIAN, 4th Year  
 Requested by Azat Uzunjian and Family  
 
KIRKOR TORKOM TERZIYAN, 40th Day, Husband, Father, Grandfather, 
Khinamee 

Requested by Mrs. Nadya Terziyan 
Mr. and Mrs. Nubar and Armig Terziyan (Arek and  Aris)  
Mr. and Mrs. Manuk and Talar Torossian (Tara and Tais) 
Mrs. Cufer Kaspar 
Mr. and Mrs. Murat and Ani Kasparian 
Mr. and Mrs. Shant and Sylvia Kasparian ( Talia, Cecille, and Daron) 
Mrs. Sara Kechian  
Mr. Dickron Boghikian 
Mr. Razmig Boghikian  
 

ANNA (RAYA) SHAHRAMANYAN IVANOVNA 
 Requested by the Badalyan Family 
 
ARICK KASPER, 5th Year, Beloved Mother, Grandmother,  
Great-Grandmother 

Requested by David and Anita Kasper 
Michael and Darleen Kasper 
Lisa and Kevin Rushlow 
Alison Collins and Brett Collar 
Andrew and Shana Kasper 
Ethan and Anastasia Collins 
Madison, Kevin, Austin, and Theo 

 
ANTRANIG MIGIRDICHIAN 
ARUSYAK MIGIRDICHIAN 
GARABET TOKLAR 
FRANSUHI TOKLAR 
GARBIS OOSAK 
ZEPUR OOSAK 

Requested by Mr. and Mrs. Edmond Megerian 
 



























Candles White Orchid Cocktail 
Napkin Holder 

Noah's Ark  
Nut Dish  

These and many other Michael Aram pieces now available (10% off)! 

Visit the St. John Parish Bookstore!  

Open during Church Office hours and on Sundays after the Divine Liturgy 

The best selection of Armenian books and CDs  and gift items: Jewelry, Armenian crosses, 
key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products — some newly arrived! 

Featured Items 

Armenia: The Lone Stone 
A Traveler’s Guide From Ancient 
Stones to Modern Wonders,  
by David Karamian (HC $25)  

Orthodoxy on  
the Line by  
Aram G. Sarkisian,  
HC $50.00 
               

NEW, Armenia-The Lone Stone  
by David Karamian (HC $70) 
Hardcover coffee table book  
documenting history of cultural 
landmarks  

New Jewelry from Armenia 
Pregomesh Jewelry 

Vanq Collection Silver Jewelry Celebrates Artsakh’s Rich Heritage 

New, “The Repatriate 
Returns” by Tom 
Mooradian  SC $20.00 

 



General Parish Information 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9am - 4pm 
Parish Secretary: Gayane Hovhanissyan | (248) 569-3405 | office@sjachurch.org 
In an after-hours emergency, please contact: 
 Fr. Aren  - Cell: (773) 457-4122 | fraren@sjachurch.org 
 Administrative Consultant - Cell: (248) 917-6645 | admin@sjachurch.org 

Visits to the hospitalized and homebound: Please call the church office if you or 
someone you love has been hospitalized and would appreciate a visit from the 
pastor. If you have an upcoming surgery, please consider adding your name to our 
prayer list for the sick or hospitalized. Those who are homebound and desire to 
receive Holy Communion should contact the church office. 

Home Blessings: If you would like the pastor to visit your home and conduct a 
home blessing service, please contact the church office. 

Baptisms: Parents may prepare for their child’s baptism before they are born. For 
more information, proceed to our website for Baptismal guidelines and applica-
tion: Baptism Guidelines – St. John Armenian Church  

Weddings: Please contact the church office at least nine months before your   
anticipated wedding date. We ask that you please make sure to confirm your date 
with the pastor before booking a reception location. 

For more information, proceed to our website for Wedding guidelines and applica-
tion: Wedding Guidelines – St. John Armenian Church 

Requiem Prayers (Hokehankist): Names may be submitted to the church office by 
mail, phone, email, or via the church website no later than 5 p.m. on Wednesday 
preceding the Sunday when prayers are requested. Requiem prayers may be   
offered any Sunday except for the five Tabernacle Feast Days. To submit an online 
request, proceed to our website Requiem Service (Hokihankist) – St. John Arme-
nian Church  

Veils: In the Armenian Church, it is customary for women and girls to wear head 
coverings when attending the Divine Liturgy, and particularly when receiving Holy 
Communion. If you do not have a head covering, but wish to obtain one, kindly 
approach a parish council member. 

Sunday Bulletin: Announcements for the print bulletin and e-Bulletin are due to 
the church office no later than 5 p.m. Wednesday. 

Parish Membership: If you are interested in becoming part of the St. John parish 
stewardship program, please speak with any parish council member, contact the 
church office, or visit stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/membership/ 

“Please remember St. John Armenian Church in your Will or Trust” 

https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/baptism/
https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/weddings/
https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/requiem-service/
https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/requiem-service/


 
 

St. John Parish Calendar 

For flyers with further information on these and other  
parish events, scan this QR code to view our e-Bulletin.  

You can also find it using your web browser at:  
www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/sunday-bulletin/ 

February 22 - Church Sunrise Service - 9:30am, Divine Liturgy - 10:00am  
February 22 - Men’s Society Lenten Buffet - Following Diving Liturgy 
February 23 - Bible Study - 7:00pm - Conference Room 
February 24 - Tuesday Lunch - 12:00pm - Armenian American Veterans’ Hall 
February 24  - Western Armenian classes, 4:30pm - 7:30pm 
February 24 - College Visit - University of Michigan, 7:00pm 
February 25 - Coffee with Hayr Soorp  - 3:00pm - via zoom 
February 25 - Rest Service - 5:30pm - Fish Dinner - Following Rest Service 
February 25 - Book Presentation “The Repatriate Returns” 
 7:00pm - St. Vartan Room 
February 28 - Acolyte Training - 10:00am-12:00pm 
March 1 - Annual Parish Assembly Meeting - Following Diving Liturgy 
March 3 - Tuesday Lunch - 12:00pm - Armenian American Veterans’ Hall 
March 8 - Stewardship Spotlight Sunday  
March 8 - Men’s Society - Sunday Soups - Following Diving Liturgy 
March 10 - Tuesday Lunch - 12:00pm - Armenian American Veterans’ Hall 
March 13 - The Great and Holy Week: The Easter Story Through Armenian Sacred Art 
March 14 - Rev. Fr. Diran and Yn. Rosalie Papazian Parish Retreat, 9:30am - 3:30pm 
March 15 - Men’s Society - Sunday Soups - Following Diving Liturgy 
March 21 - Little Saints - 10:00am - Ararat Room 

Seeking Stewards Time and Talent Help 
Church office seeking volunteers for following projects  
- Supply/Inventory Management -- Seeking volunteers with supply/inventory experi-
ence to set-up simple ordering/inventory control system  
- Storage Rooms -- Need help to go thru old photos, books, documents and  
equipment to re-organize and declutter storage rooms  
Contact Jim Stamboulian at Church Office. 
 

Year - End Statement 
Church stewards  who require a tax statement itemizing 2025 donations should 
contact the Church Office at (248) 569-3405 or office@sjachurch.org  


