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Welcome! 
 

We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy (Soorp Badarak) and invite all who are 
confirmed in the Armenian Church, and also those whose churches are in 

communion with ours, to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. If you 
are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish 

groups, please ask any parish council member on duty at the entrance desks. 
Please also fill out a contact card before you leave. Enter to worship the Lord 

Jesus, who loves you, and depart with His love in order to serve others.  

 

Plate Collection 
 

Today’s collection for the church will be taken during Badarak.                         
Your donations remain an essential part of how we support our parish’s       

mission. You can also make an online plate donation through our website,       
or by scanning QR code below with your smartphone. 



St. John Komitas Choir 
Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant  

Today’s Gospel                                                          Matthew 6:1-21  
“Beware of practicing your piety before men in order to be seen by them; for then 
you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. Thus when you give 
alms, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in 
the streets, that they may be praised by men. Truly, I say to you, they have re-
ceived their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be in secret; and your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypo-
crites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, 
that they may be seen by men. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 
But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father 
who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. “And in pray-
ing do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they will 
be heard for their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what 
you need before you ask him. Pray then like this: “Our Father who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father also will forgive you; but if 
you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your tres-
passes. “And when you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfig-
ure their faces that their fasting may be seen by men. Truly, I say to you, they have 
received their reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 
that your fasting may not be seen by men but your Father who is in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. “Do not lay up for yourselves treas-
ures on earth, where month and rust consume and where thieves break in and 
steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither month nor rust 
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also.”  

Midday Hymn  
Sung during the Synaxis (at the bottom of page 12 in the Divine Liturgy book) 
The First Sunday of Great Lent (Tone 8)  
The Word with the Father in essence and co-existing with the Holy Spirit,  
fused his own image with our earthly nature.  
So adorning it with glory, he placed it in the Garden of Delight.  
There, delighted, he rejoiced with boundless joy,  
for he saw God always humbled in the Garden,  
from Whom he imprinted on himself rays of the Light.  
Therefore, O Mother of God, Mary,  
petition your only-begotten Son, to grant us, like the thief,  
to inherit again the majesty of the Garden.  



Imprisoned Bishops and  
Clergymen in Armenia 

Diramayr Marmine Bagdasarian 
Dirahayr Mihran Parsamyan 
Yeretzgin Tirouhi Boyagian 

Lara Roche Sarmanian)  
Mary Helen Altounian  
Shoghig Terjimanian 

Valera Ayrapetyan  
Charles Vanerian 

Badrik Jooharigian 
Andre’ J. Gregory 
Vladimir Avetisov 
Joann Mashigian 
Charles Sansone 
Hrayr Mashigian 
Nick Fernandez   
Sonia Kalfayan 
Edith Baise 
Rose Baise  

Samvel Arakelyan 
Yelena Zakaryan 
Nancy Altounian                    
Marus Grigoryan 
Nailya Sahakian                                                   
Chris  Papazian       
Rose Lucassian  
Marge Aramian 

Zaven Ovian    
Jan Paloian 

Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized 

The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord to the Temple     
Blessing of Unbaptized Children  

February 14 is a feast day in the Armenian Church known  
as Dyarnuntarach (the Presentation of the Lord).  

The feast is celebrated 40 days after Armenian Christmas. 
 In honor of this feast day, we will have a special baby blessing  
on February 15, 2025 at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy.  

If you know of any family with unbaptized infants who would like to participate  
in this brief blessing, please share this information with them. 

 



 

 ՊԱՇՏՕՆ ՀՈԳԵՀԱՆԳՍՏԵԱՆ 

Requiem Prayers for the Souls of those asleep in Christ  

GARBIS OHANIAN, 40th Year, Father, Grandfather, Great-Grandfather 
SIRARPIE OHANIAN, 40th Day, Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother 
 Requested by Dr. Neshan and Deborah Ohanian 
 Leonard and Verjek Ohanian 

Christian and Chelsea Ohanian and Family (Charlie, Oliver)  
Richard and Dr. Alexandra Apkarian and Family  
(Elizabeth, Kathrine, Martin) 
Dn. Dr. Aram Sarkisian and Dr. Diana Ohanian 
Dr. Edward and Anna Sarkisian and Family 
Paulette Apkarian 
Kristen, Alana and Adam Vosbikian  
Adrine Ohanian 
Ara and Lora Kazanjian and Family 
 

ANNA (RAYA) SHAHRAMANYAN IVANOVNA 
 Requested by the Badalyan Family 

 
GUREGH JAMES BAHAROZIAN, 22st Year, Father 
IRENE BAHAROZIAN, 21th Year, Mother 
 Requested by Dr. and Mrs. Dwayne Baharozian and Family  
 Mr. and Mrs. Tyrone Baharozian and Family  
 Mr. and Mrs. James Messer and Family 

Fallen Asleep in the Lord 
We offer our prayers for the servant of God, Harry Karagosian Jr., who  

entered his eternal rest last week. His funeral was held at  
St. John Armenian Church on February 10, 2026.  

May Christ our Lord shed His eternal light upon his soul. 
 

 
We offer our prayers for the servant of God, Dr. Harry G. Goshgarian, who  

entered his eternal rest last week. His funeral was held at  
St. John Armenian Church on February 13, 2026.  

May Christ our Lord shed His eternal light upon his soul. 





















Candles White Orchid Cocktail 
Napkin Holder 

Noah's Ark  
Nut Dish  

These and many other Michael Aram pieces now available (10% off)! 

Visit the St. John Parish Bookstore!  

Open during Church Office hours and on Sundays after the Divine Liturgy 

The best selection of Armenian books and CDs  and gift items: Jewelry, Armenian crosses, 
key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products — some newly arrived! 

Featured Items 

Armenia: The Lone Stone 
A Traveler’s Guide From Ancient 
Stones to Modern Wonders,  
by David Karamian (HC $25)  

Orthodoxy on  
the Line by  
Aram G. Sarkisian,  
HC $50.00 
               

NEW, Armenia-The Lone Stone  
by David Karamian (HC $70) 
Hardcover coffee table book  
documenting history of cultural 
landmarks  

New Jewelry from Armenia 
Pregomesh Jewelry 

Vanq Collection Silver Jewelry Celebrates Artsakh’s Rich Heritage 

New, “The Repatriate 
Returns” by Tom 
Mooradian  SC $20.00 

 



General Parish Information 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9am - 4pm 
Parish Secretary: Gayane Hovhanissyan | (248) 569-3405 | office@sjachurch.org 
In an after-hours emergency, please contact: 
 Fr. Aren  - Cell: (773) 457-4122 | fraren@sjachurch.org 
 Administrative Consultant - Cell: (248) 917-6645 | admin@sjachurch.org 

Visits to the hospitalized and homebound: Please call the church office if you or 
someone you love has been hospitalized and would appreciate a visit from the 
pastor. If you have an upcoming surgery, please consider adding your name to our 
prayer list for the sick or hospitalized. Those who are homebound and desire to 
receive Holy Communion should contact the church office. 

Home Blessings: If you would like the pastor to visit your home and conduct a 
home blessing service, please contact the church office. 

Baptisms: Parents may prepare for their child’s baptism before they are born. For 
more information, proceed to our website for Baptismal guidelines and applica-
tion: Baptism Guidelines – St. John Armenian Church  

Weddings: Please contact the church office at least nine months before your   
anticipated wedding date. We ask that you please make sure to confirm your date 
with the pastor before booking a reception location. 

For more information, proceed to our website for Wedding guidelines and applica-
tion: Wedding Guidelines – St. John Armenian Church 

Requiem Prayers (Hokehankist): Names may be submitted to the church office by 
mail, phone, email, or via the church website no later than 5 p.m. on Wednesday 
preceding the Sunday when prayers are requested. Requiem prayers may be   
offered any Sunday except for the five Tabernacle Feast Days. To submit an online 
request, proceed to our website Requiem Service (Hokihankist) – St. John Arme-
nian Church  

Veils: In the Armenian Church, it is customary for women and girls to wear head 
coverings when attending the Divine Liturgy, and particularly when receiving Holy 
Communion. If you do not have a head covering, but wish to obtain one, kindly 
approach a parish council member. 

Sunday Bulletin: Announcements for the print bulletin and e-Bulletin are due to 
the church office no later than 5 p.m. Wednesday. 

Parish Membership: If you are interested in becoming part of the St. John parish 
stewardship program, please speak with any parish council member, contact the 
church office, or visit stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/membership/ 

“Please remember St. John Armenian Church in your Will or Trust” 

https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/baptism/
https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/weddings/
https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/requiem-service/
https://www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/requiem-service/


 
 

St. John Parish Calendar 
For flyers with further information on these and other  

parish events, scan this QR code to view our e-Bulletin.  
You can also find it using your web browser at:  

www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/sunday-bulletin/ 

February 15 - Church Morning Service - 9:00am, Divine Liturgy - 9:45am  
February 15 - SJA Church School Paregentan Lunch - Following Divine Liturgy 
February 16 - Coffee with Hayr Soorp - 7:30pm - via zoom 
February 18 - Rest Service - 5:00pm 
 Fish Dinner - 5:30 
February 23 - Bible Study - 7:00pm - Conference Room 
February 24 - Tuesday Lunch - 12:00pm  
 Armenian American Veterans’ Hall 
February 24  - Western Armenian classes, 4:30pm - 7:30pm 
February 24 - College Visit - University of Michigan, 7:00pm 
February 25 - Book Presentation “The Repatriate Returns” 
 7:00pm - St. Vartan Room 
February 28 - Acolyte Training - 10:00am-12:00pm 
March 1 - Annual Parish Assembly Meeting 
March 13 - The Great and Holy Week: The Easter Story Through Armenian Sacred Art 
March 14 - Rev. Fr. Diran and Yn. Rosalie Papazian Parish Retreat 

Year - End Statement 
Church stewards  who require a tax statement itemizing 2025 donations should 
contact the Church Office at (248) 569-3405 or office@sjachurch.org  

Seeking Stewards Time and Talent Help 
Church office seeking volunteers for following projects  
- Supply/Inventory Management -- Seeking volunteers with supply/inventory experi-
ence to set-up simple ordering/inventory control system  
- Storage Rooms -- Need help to go thru old photos, books, documents and  
equipment to re-organize and declutter storage rooms  
Contact Jim Stamboulian at Church Office  

Special thanks to the following recent volunteers 
Vlad Ayrapetyan for restroom repair work. 
Adam Kotlarek for installing light fixture in kitchen mechanical room. 
Serena Egigian, Marilyn Boladian, Annette Mamassian and Kiana Rose  
for office help coverage. 


