
 

Sunday of the Advent  
 

Celebrant: Rev. Fr. Abraham Ohanesian 
Pastor: Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian 

 

Sunrise Service - 9:30 a.m. | Divine Liturgy - 10:00 a.m. 
Isaiah 66:1-24, Colossians 2:8-3:17, Matthew 22:34-22:39   

 

 Fr. Aren will attend Sunday School 
Lector: Yerchanig Callan  
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Sunday Bulletin April 6, 2025 
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Welcome! 
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy (Soorp Badarak) and invite all who 
are confirmed in the Armenian Church, and also those whose churches 
are in communion with ours, to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. If you are new to our parish and would like information about 
our many parish groups, please ask any parish council member on duty at 
the entrance desks. Please also fill out a contact card before you leave. 
Enter to worship the Lord Jesus, who loves you, and depart with His love in 
order to serve others.  

Plate Collection: A collection for the church will be taken 
during Badarak today. Your donations remain an essential 
part of how we support our parish’s mission. You can also 
make an online plate donation through our website, or by 
scanning this QR code with your smartphone. 

Today at St. John 
Welcome to the new look of our Sunday Bulletin! This more compact for-
mat and design is a pilot program for Lent. We welcome your feedback as 
we find new ways to best communicate with our community each week. 



St. John Komitas Choir 
Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant 
Arshaluys Gharibian, Organist 

Midday Hymn  
Sung during the Synaxis (at the bottom of page 12 in the Divine Liturgy book) 
 

Midday Hymn for the Sixth Sunday of Great Lent  
 

Of old You announced beforehand the mystery of Your coming,  
Through the prophets of Israel  
Chosen by You after Moses;  
Who spoke by the Holy Spirit in many and various ways;  
Grant us, O Saviour, mercy and remission of sins.  
 

With the approach of the last days,  
The seers announced Your coming, O our Saviour, at the end of time;  

You appeared among men  
Adorned in the image of a servant;  
Grant us, O Saviour, mercy and remission of sins.  
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
Now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.  
 

Temple of the most pure Light  
And Bridal chamber of the Word no word can express!  
You accepted on yourself the sorrowful cure of first-mother Eve;  
Beseech Your only-begotten Son  
Our advocate of reconciliation before the Father,  
To deliver us from upsets and grant us peace of soul.  

Daily Scripture Readings 
Sunday - Isaiah 66:1-24; Colossians 2:8-3:17; Matthew 22:34-23:39 
Monday - Annunciation to the Virgin Mary - Song of Songs 1:2-11;  
Proverbs 11:30-12:4; Isaiah 52:7-10; Zechariah 2:10-13;  
Malachi 3:1-2; 2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1; Luke 1:26-38 
Tuesday - 1 Corinthians 12:8-27 
Wednesday - Exodus 4:21-5:3; Zechariah 9:9-16 
Thursday - Ezekiel 37:1-14; 1 Timothy 3:14-16 
Friday - Deuteronomy 11:10-25 
Saturday - Remembrance of the Raising of Lazarus - Proverbs 14:27-35;  
1 Thessalonians 4:12-17; John 11:55-12:11 



Today’s Gospel Reading                  Matthew 22:34-22:39   

 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they came 
together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question, to test him. “Teacher, 
which is the great commandment in the law?” And he said to him, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. 
This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it, You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the law and 
the prophets.”  
 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, 
saying, “What do you think of the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The 
son of David.” He said to them, “How is it then that David, inspired by the Spirit, 
calls him Lord, saying, `The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, till I put 
your enemies under your feet'? If David thus calls him Lord, How is he his son?” 
And no one was able to answer him a word, nor from that day did any one dare to 
ask him any more questions.  
 Then said Jesus to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the Phari-
sees sit on Moses' seat; so practice and observe whatever they tell you, but not 
what they do; for they preach, but do not practice. They bind heavy burdens, hard 
to bear, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them 
with their finger. They do all their deeds to be seen by men; for they make their 
phylacteries broad and their fringes long, and they love the place of honor at feasts 
and the best seats in the synagogues, and salutations in the market places, and 
being called rabbi by men. But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one 
teacher, and you are all brethren. And call no man your father on earth, for you 
have one Father, who is in heaven. Neither be called masters, for you have one 
master, the Christ. He who is greatest among you shall be your servant; whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.  
 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, Hypocrites! because you shut the king-
dom of heaven against men; for you neither enter yourselves, nor allow those who 
would enter to go in. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you trav-
erse sea and land to make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, 
you make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves.  
 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, `If any one swears by the temple, it is noth-
ing; but if any one swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.' You 
blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that has made the gold 
sacred? And you say, `If any one swears by the altar, it is nothing; but if any one 
swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is bound by his oath.' You blind men! For 
which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? So he who swears 
by the altar, swears by it and by everything on it; and he who swears by the temple, 
swears by it and by him who dwells in it; and he who swears by heaven, swears by 
the throne of God and by him who sits upon it.  
 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you tithe mint and dill and 
cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law, justice and mercy and 
faith; these you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. You blind 
guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!  
 
 



Today’s Gospel Reading, continued                 Matthew 22:34-22:39   
 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you cleanse the outside of 
the cup and of the plate, but inside they are full of extortion and rapacity. You 
blind Pharisees! first cleanse the inside of the cup and of the plate, that the out-
side also may be clean.  
 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you are like whitewashed 
tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within they are full of dead men's 
bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but 
within you are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.  
 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you build the tombs of the 
prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, saying, `If we had lived in the 
days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood 
of the prophets.' Thus you witness against yourselves, that you are sons of those 
who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. You ser-
pents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell? There-
fore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and 
crucify, and some you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from town to 
town, that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the 
blood of innocent Abel to the blood of Zecharitah the son of Barachiah, whom you 
murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. Truly, I say to you, all this will 
come upon this generation.  
 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the prophets and stoning those who are sent to 
you! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her 
brood under her wings, and you would not! Behold, your house is forsaken and 
desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, `Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.'”  

 

Holy Communion 
 

Through the period of Great Lent, Communion will not be openly offered during 
Divine Liturgy. Anyone wishing to receive Communion during Great Lent may do so 
by making   arrangements with the pastor. 

 

Women's Guild Palm Sunday Bake Sale  
 

The Women's Guild of St John Armenian Church will once again, be preparing our 
World Famous Soo Boreg in time for Palm Sunday Bake Sale and for your Easter 
dinner. Please place your advanced, pre-paid order by contacting Joy Callan by     
e-mail or by text at yerchanigc@gmail.com or 248-533-6320.   
 

Bake Date  
Tuesday, April 8, 9am - noon, Nazoog and Simit 
We look forward to your participation and for a good time. 
All hands are good hands!!! 



  

  

 
ARA BELIAN, 40th Day, Loving Son, Brother, Cousin, Uncle, Friend 

 Requested by Zabel Belian 
 Lisa and Marc Welch and Family 
 Raffi and Zaina Belian and Family 
 Annie Best and Family 
 Ohan and Helen Sapsezian 
 Artemis Bedros  
 Hussein Family  
 Mariam Cicarella and Family 
 Nina and Gary Turpanjian and Family 
 Ani and John Kedeshian and Family 

Parian Family 
Etian Family 
Sylvia and Raffi Eghiayan and Family 
Sanjian Family 
Derian Family 
Darakjian Family 
Hagop and Diana Alexanian and Family 
Lisa Mardigian 
Lucy Ardash and Family 
Der Armash Bagdasarian and Family 
St John Armenian Church Men’s Society 
Alice Terzian and Family 
Alice and Sandra Nigoghosian 
Elise Papazian 
Meri Pabucciyan 
Patricia, Rosanne and Gregory Darakdjian 

 
ROBERT BAGDASARIAN, 40th Day, Loving Husband, Father, Grandfather,  
Relative and Friend 
 Requested by Rosemary Bagdasarian  
 Craig and Lisa Johnson, Jessica Johnson, and Kyle Johnson 
 Dr. Richard and Michelle Bagdasarian  
 Kristen Bagdasarian 
 Katrina Bagdasarian 

  

 

ՊԱՇՏՕՆ ՀՈԳԵՀԱՆԳՍՏԵԱՆ 

Requiem Prayers for the Souls of Those Asleep in Christ 



  

  ՊԱՇՏՕՆ ՀՈԳԵՀԱՆԳՍՏԵԱՆ 

Requiem Prayers for the Souls of Those Asleep in Christ 

 

SARKIS TASHJIAN, 40th Day, Brother, Uncle  

 Requested by Toros and Knarig Topakbashian and Family 

 
DICKRAN TOUMAJAN, 3rd Year, Husband, Father, Grandfather, Uncle, Friend 
  Requested by Anahit, Mihran, Armen, and Ani Toumajan and Families 
  Annette Toumajan Burrow and Family 
  Stephen Toumajan and Family 
  Suzanne Toumajan Barker and Family 
  Karen Goulasarian 
 
NAZARET OZDAMAR, 8th Year, Father, Grandfather, Khnamee  

Requested by Mr. and Mrs. Saro Ozdamar, Axsel and Maxim Ozdamar  
Mr. and Mrs. Harutyun and Natali Kizmazoglu  
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Hintiryan  
Mr. Zaven Hintiryan  
 

PETER KARIBIAN, 8th Year, Loving Father, Grandfather 
MARY KARIBIAN, 5th Year, Loving Mother, Grandmother 
V. GEORGE LAKTZIAN, 17th Year, Loving Uncle, Granduncle 
ANN LAKTZIAN, 12th Year, Loving Aunt, Grandaunt 

Requested by Marshall and Jan Karibian 
Michael, Linda, and Ani Karibian 
Matthew, Shannon, and David Karibian 

 
HAMAZASP B. DARIAN, 16th Year, Father, Grandfather, Friend, Khnuamee  
VREJOUHI DARIAN, 7th Year, Loving Mother, Grandmother, Friend, Khunamee 

Requested by Vigen Darian and Lynda Wolf 
Grant, Talin, and Leland Miars 
Mara Darian  
Michael, Linda, and Ani Karibian  
Armen Darian 
Beth Hinkle 
Nennette Merametdjian 
Sevahn Merian  
Carole Bagdasarian 

  
 

 





Parish Organization News and Events 





















Candles White Orchid Cocktail 
Napkin Holder 

Noah's Ark  
Nut Dish  

New! - Armenian Cross 
Ornament, 5”x3.5”, $50 

These and many other Michael Aram pieces now available! 

New - Zabelle Panosian: I Am Servant of 
Your Voice, by Harout Arakelian, Harry 
Kezelian III, and Ian Nagoski (SC/CD $15)  
The story of the most popular classical 
female Armenian singer of the Genocide 
era and her efforts in the US to raise 
money for its survivors. 

New - Khigar Nabasdaguh, 
by Michael Pifer (HC $17) 
Western Armenian children’s book 
about a little rabbit who learns  
how to  stand out in a big family 

Visit the St. John Parish Bookstore!  

Open during Church Office hours and on Sundays after the Divine Liturgy 

The best selection of Armenian books and CDs  and gift items: Jewelry, Armenian crosses, 
key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products — some newly arrived! 

Featured Items 

New - Western Armenian Music:  
From Asia Minor to the United States,  
by Hachig Kazarian (HC $40/SC $30) 
 

Armenia: The Lone Stone 
A Traveler’s Guide From Ancient 
Stones to Modern Wonders,  
by David Karamian (HC $25)  



General Parish Information 

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
Parish Secretary: Gayane Hovhanissyan | (248) 569-3405 | office@sjachurch.org 
In an after-hours emergency, please contact: 
 Fr. Aren - Cell: (773) 457-4122 | fraren@sjachurch.org 
 Parish Administrator - Cell: (248) 770-2200 | admin@sjachurch.org 
 

Visits to the hospitalized and homebound: Please call the church office if you or 
someone you love has been hospitalized and would appreciate a visit from the 
pastor. If you have an upcoming surgery, please consider adding your name to our 
prayer list for the sick or hospitalized. Those who are homebound and desire to 
receive Holy Communion should contact the church office. 
 

Home Blessings: If you would like the pastor to visit your home and conduct a 
home blessing service, please contact the church office. 
 

Baptisms: Parents may prepare for their child’s baptism before they are born. For 
more information, contact the church secretary. We encourage parents to baptize 
their children between the ages of 40 days and 3 months. 
 

Weddings: Please contact the church office at least nine months before your an-
ticipated wedding date. We ask that you please make sure to confirm your date 
with the pastor before booking a reception location. 
 

Requiem Prayers (Hokehankist): Names may be submitted to the church office by 
mail, phone, or email no later than 5 p.m. on Wednesday preceding the Sunday 
when prayers are requested. Requiem prayers may be offered any Sunday except 
for the five Tabernacle Feast Days. 
 

Veils: In the Armenian Church, it is customary for women and girls to wear head 
coverings when attending the Divine Liturgy, and particularly when receiving Holy 
Communion. If you do not have a head covering, but wish to obtain one, kindly 
approach a parish council member. 
 

Sunday Bulletin: Announcements for the print bulletin and e-Bulletin are due to 
the church office by 5 p.m. Wednesday. 
 

Parish Membership: If you are interested in becoming part of the St. John parish 
stewardship program, please speak with any parish council member, contact the 
church office, or visit stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/membership/ 



Badrik Jooharigian 
Aleksan Matossian 
Anahid Matossian 
Nadia Ayrapetyan 
Vladimir Avetisov 
Joann Mashigian 
Charles Sansone 
Hrayr Mashigian 
Nick Fernandez   
Jeffrey Perna 

 

 

 

 

April 
 

Fri., April 11 – Film Screening, “The Stateless Diplomat” 
 7 p.m. – St. Vartan Room, co-sponsored with the Tekeyan Cultural Association 
Sun., April 13 – Women’s Guild Palm Sunday Bake Sale and ACYOA Day 
 Following the Divine Liturgy in the Cultural Hall 
Sat., April 19 – Church School Easter Supper 
 $30/person (Church School Students – Free), please RSVP to the church office 
Thurs., April 24 - Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide 
 Co-Sponsored by the Four Armenian Churches of Detroit - St. Sarkis, 7 p.m. 

St. John Parish Calendar 

For flyers with further information on these and other  
parish events, scan this QR code to view our e-Bulletin.  

You can also find it using your web browser at:  
www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org/sunday-bulletin/ 

Diramayr Marmine Bagdasarian 
Yeretzgin Tirouhi Boyagian 

Haroutiun Bagdasarian 
Mary Helen Altounian  
Wayne Owen Engelki 
Shoghig Terjimanian 
Samvel Ayrapetyan  
Valera Ayrapetyan  

Craig Tarpinian 

 

Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized 

Samvel Arakelyan 
Nancy Altounian                    
Marus Grigoryan 
Nailya Sahakian 

    Ronald Seaman  
Rose Lucassian  
Marge Aramian 

Zaven Ovian    
Jan Paloian 
Rose Baise   

  

"Faith, that happy and favored word, which lasts forever untarnished and unbound-
ed, honored together with charity and hope, brings the rewards of truly clear vision, 
perfect wisdom, acquaintance with God and familiarity with the Exalted. For if the 
faith of a mustard seed can cast a great mountain into the depths of the sea, then 
truly we should accept it as the first step towards eternal life." 
 St. Gregory of Narek, "Speaking with God from the Depths of the 
Heart" (Translation by Thomas J. Samuelian) 


