
 

Meaning and Purpose in Later Life: How Age, Race and 
Other Factors Shape Our Options for Work, Learning, and 
Civic Engagement 
 
Thursday, November 12, 2:30-4 pm EST 

 

Register by November 11 (You will be sent the webinar link on 11/12.)   

 

Donate 
 
We all want the right to choose how we work, learn and engage in our communities throughout 

our lives, but especially in our later years. These activities help us define our identity and give us 

purpose and meaning.  

 

But what happens when our options are limited by factors over which we have no control, like 

race, birthplace, social and economic class, or others? And when those factors intersect, like 

being both gay and Black, are those effects magnified? And how does age enter this equation? 

 

The study of “intersecting identities” is revealing that when factors that limit choice are layered 

one on top of the other, there is a compounding impact on outcomes such as health, quality of 

life, and life expectancy.  

 

This webinar will present recent research on how social position limits the prospects for work, 

learning and civic engagement among low-income workers, people of Color and other 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemBvq1KPu8hD7ZwUG12G1AKKC3QSSog4k3sKBJd7wJnvaauw/viewform
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=SD9H37MN6X6L2


marginalized groups. We will also discuss how the pandemic has exacerbated these inequalities 

as well as its impact on the future of aging.   

 

Agenda 

 
Welcome 

Doug Dickson, Encore Boston Network Board Chair; Future of Aging Coalition member   

 

Keynote Presentation 

Dr. Christina Matz, Boston College, Social Work, Center on Aging & Work  

What is intersectionality and how can we apply it to living a life of meaning and purpose? 

  

Panelist Presentation 

Each of the 4 panelists takes about 10 minutes to speak to their own approach to intersectional 

research and implications for living a life of meaning and purpose. 

 

Dr. Kendra Jason, University of North Carolina, Sociology  

Race, work, & health, and COVID-19 

 

Dr. Abby Helsinger and Samuel Van Vleet, University of Miami in Ohio  

Educational opportunities for older workers with a focus on intersectionality 

 

Dr. Rocio Calvo, Boston College, Social Work, Center on Aging & Work 

Latinx older adults and community engagement 

 

Dr. Cal Halvorsen, Boston College, Social Work, Center on Aging & Work  

Self-Employment in later life and intersectionality 

 

Q&A (15-20 minutes) moderated by Dr. Jacquelyn James, Boston College, Social Work, Center 

on Aging & Work  

 

Closing 

Doug Dickson, Encore Boston Network Board Chair; Future of Aging Coalition member   

   

 

Brought to you by: The Future of Aging Coalition (a CNAP Alliance initiative), The Center on 

Aging & Work at the Boston College School of Social Work, Massachusetts Gerontology 

Association, Encore Boston Network, and The Rosemary B. Fuss Center for Research on Aging 

and Intergenerational Studies. 

 


