WSFMC Conference / General Meeting				September 19, 2026 / 10:00 - 12:30
Newcastle Covenant Church and Zoom
Attendance:  Sally Palmer, Selina Chu, Yelena Balabanova, Carol Hibbard, Ellen Leapaldt, Lorraine Nelson, Risa Jun, Betty Mak, Nicole Kim, Amy Wolf, John Van Lierop, Debbie Blanzy, Honoka Cater, Raj Singh, Tia Monsen, Sally Jung, Mary Kaye Owen, Penge Zhang, Tina Singh
Meeting opened: 10:10am
Call to Order Sally Palmer WSFMC President
Pledge of Allegiance
“My Country ‘Tis of Thee” 
Federation Collect 
Welcome
Tribute to Senior Club Presidents Sally Palmer WSFMC President
Welcome to newly appointed chairs 
Raj Singh American Music Division Chair  (Greater Newcastle FMC)
Tamara Foley - Competitions and Awards  (The Mozart Club – Vancouver)
Yelena Balabanova - Junior Composers (North Sound FMC)
Huyn Su Seo - Angie Greer Poetry Contest  (Issaquah FMC)
POST CONFERENCE appointments:
Tina Singh - PR Chair – (not a member)
Honoka Carter - Student/Collegiate Chair - (Issaquah FMC)
Approval of Minutes Yelena Balabanova WSFMC Secretary made a motion to approve minutes. Selina seconded. Minutes were approved.

President’s Report Sally Palmer WSFMC President
1. NEW LOGO – If you haven’t seen it, check out our website homepage and Melody Lines.
2. Magazines:
How many teachers receive the Jr. Keynotes Magazine? How many read it?
How many senior members receive the Music Club Magazine? How many read it?
How many Juniors receive the Jr. Keynotes Magazine? How many read it?
At the NFMC Conference there was a lot of talk about publishing the magazines online. Would you be more inclined to read it if it were online?
Members will always have the opportunity to purchase it in printed copy.
3. IN TUNE:
This is a monthly electronic newsletter from NFMC that covers news from the nine divisions of
NFMC. How many of you receive it? How many read it? You can join the email list as well as read past issues by going to the NFMC website homepage, click on the arrow next to ABOUT US and scroll down to MONTHLY NEWSLETTER. Information and reminders. Quick and easy to read.
4. Practice for Purpose:
I’m not sure we had anyone participate this past year. (The advertisements were in Melody Lines.) It was decided that this year we are going to fundraise to provide keyboards for students in Alaska who do not have opportunities to have pianos or keyboards in order to take piano lessons. Sally presented, and explained, the sponsor sheets and student recording sheets to the members at the conference to pass on to their clubs. It will also be linked in Melody Lines.
5. Senior Club Annual Summary Form:
This is form ME 7-1. Each Senior Club is asked to fill one out in May or June, summarizing what your Senior Club participated in over the course of the year. This information is deemed valuable to the NFMC Divisions – what to keep, what to update, what to do-away-with.
Each Senior Club then sends the form onto me (Membership Chair) and I compile a report using all of your information. All ME 7-1 forms need to be returned to me no later than June 15.
6. Looking to the future:
I will be stepping down as your State President next September, 2027. Please be thinking of members from your clubs, or other clubs, that might be good candidates for this position. YOU might even be the good candidate! I am not going anywhere. I will be on the nomination slate for the position of State Representative to the National Board. I would act as “right-hand-woman” to the new president, guiding this person along the way, if needed. The State President is highly encouraged to attend the annual NFMC Conventions, but it’s not a requirement. If you want more information about what a State President does, I’m happy to provide you with that information and be your “trainer.”

Liability Insurance Report
Yelena Balabanova, Liability Insurance Chair
The forms for the liability insurance requests are included in the Melody Lines. Big Thank You to Sally palmer, President, for always including the forms in every issue.
The process of obtaining the insurance is the same. Clubs or teachers need to send me three items in the same email: request from, child protection form, and payment receipt. The payments are made on the National website. Then I submit all forms to the National headquarters for processing.
There has been a raise in the insurance payment amount. 
Liability Insurance has new charges: $25 for one day event; $30 for multiple day event. EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. Late fee is $10.
The certificates usually arrive at the beginning of the month that you have the event. They do not process requests in advance.
Contact me with any questions at yelenabalabanova@gmail.com

Financial / Treasurer’s Report / Budget  - Carol Hibbard, Treasurer
These links are not hyperlinked, but can be found attached at the end of these minutes, or the URL can be copied & pasted in your search field, or you can find these documents in the Google Drive
Proposed Financial Convention Guidelines:  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11fkMxOq6Bkcigyk0-I1stJDll1QJuE6l/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102632817266396812783&rtpof=true&sd=true
Financials: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_R-0p6IwP9M-o3Bbjad6aVXm8WOzb8nZ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102632817266396812783&rtpof=true&sd=true
Statement: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19R0ApFtPlqMJQ_iytERsT2epgVBTYFBu/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102632817266396812783&rtpof=true&sd=true

Helen Crowe Snelling Report - Selina Chu HCS Chair
8 Senior Clubs received 2025 HCS awards of $1100
Bellevue – piano competition
Issaquah – piano competition
Greater Newcastle – piano competition
Greater Seattle – funds distributed to teachers for awards within their studio:  26 students received awards this year
Mozart -- awards to 31 students who received Superior ratings in Festival performance
North Sound – piano competition
Overlake – piano competition
Puyallup – piano competition
6 Junior Associates received 2025 HCS awards of $500
Reports received so far:
· Bellevue Youth Symphony Orchestras (BYSO) – awarded 5 $100 scholarships, to students in their Flute Choir, Philharmonia, Premiere Orchestra, Sinfonia and Youth Symphony 
· Cascade Youth Symphony Orchestra (CYSO) - sheet music and scores
They will be touring South Korea next summer
· Maple Valley Youth Symphony Orchestra (MVYSO) -- $500 scholarship for Symphony Orchestra member
· Student Orchestras of Greater Olympia (SOGO) – instruments and equipment 
· Seattle Youth Symphony Orchestras (SYSO) - $500 student scholarship for Marrowstone summer camp awarded to trombonist
They will be touring Japan next summer 
· Tacoma Youth Symphony Association (TYSA) -- $500 scholarship for Evergreen summer camp violinist
2027 funds application deadline is November 15, 2026.   Sr. Clubs will receive $1100 and JAs will receive $500.  Request for funds form will be emailed to Snelling Chairs.

Festivals Report Selina Chu, WSFMC Festivals Chair
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DE62Nl1a-k8GKaYa7xF70Vn_bPNOyNMo/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112644174634982264343&rtpof=true&sd=true
Attached at the end of these minutes or copy & paste URL or find in Google Drive
2024-2028 NFMC Bulletin has been online for a year now.  Hard copies available here:  handy for quick access to rules.  Just remember that they do NOT contain the  complete list of “required” repertoire.
National Festival Chair is Debbie Wiser.   She’s put together some great resources to help navigate Festival procedures:
· All Things Festivals newsletter for state/area chairs — send an email to NFMCFestivalsChair@gmail.com to be added to the list. 
· Festival Chairs webinar has been uploaded to the NFMC Festivals Chair YouTube channel
· Federation Cup webinar was live this morning (September 19).   A recording will  be uploaded to the NFMC Festivals Chair YouTube channel within a week
New (as of  2024): 
Piano Solo, Piano Concerto and Lynn Freeman Olson may alternate events to earn a Solo cup.  Especially useful for students who aren’t in 9th grade yet, and are not eligible to “combine” points.
Also, Violin/viola/cello solo points can now follow students who switch instruments, using the “alternate” option.  
· New students:  check “alternate” box for first year of Festival, just in case
· Continuing students:  area chairs are asked to review student histories to see if alternating would be helpful.  Area chairs can check “alternate” in current Festival year.  National admin will check “alternate” for previous years.
October 5 ordering deadline for Festival certificates and theory tests. 
I’ll send an email with the order form, instructions and examples of the certificates to all Festival Chairs and Presidents. As in past years, each area pays for shipping.  
NEXT year, the cost of certificates will be paid by the state and each area.  The National Board is still working out the details.   Updates will be posted in Melody Lines.
New Treasurer Vote
Ellen introduced Tia Monsen (Puyallup FMC) and her background as a chapter Treasurer. 
Carol had a meeting with Tia and will help to make a transition.
Carol made a motion to approve Tia as the new Treasurer. Ellen seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
Carol Hibbard’s name shall be removed from the WSFMC bank account and Tia Wardell-Monsen’s name shall be added as a signer to the bank account.
All other names shall be removed from the Columbia Bank accounts. Tia Wardell-Monsen should be the only name, as a signer, on the bank account.
Carol Hibbard honored as the past Treasurer.
Carol Hibbard’s retirement
New Business-none
Adjournment of Business Meeting. 11:08am 

WSFMC Financial Guidelines for NFMC Convention Travel 
· The WSFMC President and Board Representative should attend the annual NFMC convention in June unless decided otherwise by the board.  WSFMC board may decide to also send another board member as well, such as the VP Festival and/or a NFMC Member-at-Large, if state finances allow. 
· Each Convention attendee will be paid $50 per day x the number of travel days for meals, ground transportation, tips, etc.  Attendees do not need to submit receipts for these costs. Any such costs more than the per diem will be the responsibility of the attendee. 
· WSFMC will reimburse each attendee for their coach airfare and convention registration, including the cost of the banquets, when those arrangements are made in the spring.  They simply need to submit receipts with the Reimbursement Request form to the WSFMC treasurer when those reservations are made and paid.   
· Attendees are encouraged to carry-on or gate check their luggage to avoid extra charges.
· If an attendee wishes to invite a spouse or friend along for the conference, a concert, or the banquet, that extra cost will be the responsibility of the attendee. 
· If an attendee wishes to take an excursion while at the conference, they will be responsible for that cost. 
· Per diem and the hotel room charge will be reimbursed after the trip, once the WSFMC treasurer has received the Reimbursement Request Form with hotel receipt attached.   
Guidelines approved by Executive board September, 2026

	WSFMC

	Statement of Financial Position

	As of Aug 31, 2026

	
	

	
	Total

	Assets
	

	Current Assets
	

	Bank Accounts
	

	Umpqua CD (5602)
	64,470.14

	Umpqua Checking (5706)
	11,250.41

	Umpqua Money Market (2974)
	20,711.89

	Total for Bank Accounts
	$96,432.44

	Total for Current Assets
	$96,432.44

	Total for Assets
	$96,432.44

	Liabilities and Equity
	

	Liabilities
	

	Current Liabilities
	

	Credit Cards
	

	Business Credit Card - 4747
	185.00

	Total for Credit Cards
	$185.00

	Total for Current Liabilities
	$185.00

	Total for Liabilities
	$185.00

	Equity
	

	Opening Balance Equity
	$0.00

	Restricted Net Assets
	

	Festival Cup Restricted Fund
	474.10

	Festival Cup Expense
	-7,443.28

	Festival Cup Income
	8,998.50

	Total for Festival Cup Restricted Fund
	$2,029.32

	Helen Crowe Snelling Restricted Fund
	34,447.05

	HCS Expenses
	-26,350.00

	HCS Income
	25,012.55

	Jr Composers - Expenses
	-890.00

	Total for Helen Crowe Snelling Restricted Fund
	$32,219.60

	Total for Restricted Net Assets
	$34,248.92

	Unrestricted Net Assets
	60,591.47

	Net Revenue
	1,407.05

	Total for Equity
	$96,247.44

	Total for Liabilities and Equity
	$96,432.44

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Accrual Basis Monday, September 07, 2026 10:33 PM GMTZ




 
Festivals Report Selina Chu WSFMC Festivals Chair
September 19, 2026
Festival figures for the past three years are listed below: 

	
	2025-26
	2024-25
	2023-24

	Total Entries
	1092
	1224
	1341

	Total Events
	21
	19
	19

	Total Junior Clubs participating
	9
	9
	10

	Total Superiors
	986
	1109
	1230

	Total entries for juniors and adults
	1066 juniors and 26 adults
	1199 juniors and 25 adults
	1326 juniors and 15 adults

	Piano Solo
	788
	864
	941

	Piano Sacred
	1
	9
	

	APFS
	9
	15
	

	Piano Concerto/duet
	30 concertos, 17 duets, 3 trios
	37 concerto and 22 duet
	69

	Popular (new in 2025)
	12
	12
	

	Theory
	162
	200
	238

	Brass, Wind, Percussion Events
	13
	
	7

	Harp
	0
	2
	

	Vocal Art Song/Musical Theater
	5 Art Song, 24 Musical Theatre
	3 Art Song and 23 Musical Theatre
	3

	Viola, Violin and Cello Events
	20
	23
	20




