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	Message from the President





































													In the merry merry month of May… we celebrate NFMC National Music Week during the week of May 3-10. The 2026 theme is Music…is our constant companion, and I have enjoyed reading every winning essay in the Spring issue of Junior Keynotes – if you don’t subscribe, do that today!
May is a pivotal month for the NFMC, bridging the gap between the spring festival season and the 2026 summer Conference, and the registration deadline is upon us. If you need a conference roommate - email Ashley Mattingly at headquarters. I was honored to join the CEO of MTNA Brian Shepard for their 150th Celebration in Chicago, and he will be with us in Scottsdale. Come to meet Brian, reunite with your Federation friends, and enjoy beautiful music.





































			This newsletter is so full of exciting information that some browsers will truncate it. If you don’t see the “in closing” section at the bottom, click on the link your browser provides to view it in its entirety!

Please invite your club and state members to register online to receive this newsletter directly or share with this link.
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			Register Now for NFMC Conference 2026: Sonoran Summer Sounds in Scottsdale!
We look forward to gathering in Scottsdale, Arizona, June 9–13 for an inspiring week of connection, learning, and music-making. This year’s conference offers a vibrant blend of engaging performances, professional development workshops, and meaningful business meetings that help shape the future of our Federation. It is a wonderful opportunity to connect with colleagues, exchange ideas, and celebrate the impact of music in our communities.
A special highlight of the week is Member Appreciation Day on Thursday, June 11, a day dedicated to celebrating you—the heart of NFMC. We are deeply grateful for every member whose dedication, teaching, performing, and service continue to strengthen our organization.
The day begins with a unique celebration of America’s 250th birthday, presented by Rachel Cox. This patriotic opening sets the tone for a day filled with inspiration and growth. Members can then participate in dynamic professional development workshops, including Charlene Jarvis’s “Implementing Engaging Theory into Your Music Lessons,” offering practical strategies to energize teaching, and Leila Viss’s “From Noodle to Masterpiece,” a creative toolkit designed to guide students in composition. The Fellows and Friends Luncheon will feature guest speaker Leila Viss, followed by an afternoon session, “Teachers Got to Have It,” where Tiffani Smith showcases exciting new teaching repertoire for students.
In the evening, we celebrate excellence in performance with the NFMC Young Artist 2025 Winner, Claire McCahan, followed by a lively and interactive game night. This fun-filled event features creative music games you can bring back to your own studio—an opportunity to learn, laugh, and connect with colleagues.
Throughout the conference, additional workshops will explore innovative topics, including the use of forScore to streamline performance through hands-free page turning and efficient score management, presented by Dr. Valerie Harris.
Friday’s events include the formal banquet with guest speaker Brian Shepard, CEO of MTNA, followed by an evening concert by Navajo pianist and composer Connor Chee, and a joyful sing-along to close the day in community.
We look forward to welcoming you to Scottsdale for a memorable week of music, learning, and celebration. Most of all, we look forward to celebrating you.
Conference Memorial Service
If you know of any members (or past members) who have passed away since the last Convention, please let Gloria Lien know at gloria.hope.lien@gmail.com or 602-418-2989. They will be remembered at the Conference Memorial Service on Saturday, June 13. Let her know if they were a vocalist, instrumentalist, music teacher, choir director, or supporter of the arts.

Cheryl Langley, Convention Chair



















															



		
	


	


































		 




	
	
	America’s 250 Celebration Award Contest







			Celebrate America’s 250th Anniversary with a program, performance, presentation, composition, or anything else that highlights American music during the month of July. This contest is open to ALL Members of the NFMC: Juniors, Seniors, Student Collegiate, or clubs and states.  Be creative and CELEBRATE AMERICA!
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												Click here for requirements



	






			Click here to submit entry



	


































		 




		 




			Division Reports







			American Music Division
Ruth Morrow, Chair







												[image: ]


































													
May is here! Time to send in reports for American Music Awards! Here are the forms:
May 1 Deadlines
American Music
Junior American Music
American Women Composers and Junior American Women Composers
Folk Music Local Club Report and Folk Music State Chairman Report (May 15)
Just Jazz and Junior Just Jazz
Educational Institutions Award (College) and ASCAP Institutions Award (HS)
Sept 1 Deadline
Summer Festivals Award
Click on the links above for the forms. You must enter to win! You can email to my email address above or to my mailing address: 138 Waddell Rd., Greenville, SC 29609.







		 


































			Membership & Education
Natlynn Hayes, Chair







			“Now is the Month of Maying” from Membership Division!
I wanted to let you know that the Club President’s Handbook has been updated on the website, thanks to Ashley at Headquarters. This little handbook has information on our NFMC organization, an outline to assist in planning your yearbook/reporting, and a ceremony for installing officers. This is handy information because officers are usually installed this time of year. You can download the pdf from our website or purchase it as a booklet from Headquarters for $2.50. This is a wonderful tool to hand an incoming club or state president when they are installed. Another special gift for the president is an NFMC Emblem Pin. This could be for an incoming or outgoing president. Honor their willingness to serve by sharing these necessary and special tools.







		 




			Arts Division
Ellen Leapaldt, Chair







			We hope your clubs have had a great year doing activities that are reflected in the many Arts Division programs and that you have reported the fun and learning in reports to your state, regional and national chairs.







		 




			National Music Week - May 3-10, 2026
Music…is our constant companion
Kathie White, chair
It is exciting to imagine all the celebrations and activities that will be sponsored by our NFMC clubs across the nation during the week of May 3-10! I hope each club is ready to launch your plans into action. Please share a report of your club’s National Music Week activities by sending in the National Music Week Club Report by June 1st to your state’s National Music Week Chair. I would love to share some of your creative ideas in the next Music Club Magazine.







		 




			Music in Song
Barb Murray chair
I hope many clubs are enjoying the new “Music in Poetry and Song” book! The song for October 2025 should have allowed your members to have fun singing and maybe acting! It is a great song to use with school children! Also, the song “Dearest Mr. Moon,” done by one of three state composers included in our songbook, is a delightful piece with endearing background information. If you haven’t sent your club report to me, please do. I would like to include your club in my report. If it’s too late, you will still receive a certificate for your report! Keep singing!!







		 




			Public Relations Division
Julie Watson, Chair







			As we celebrate the end of our club year, consider inviting someone new to your final meeting. It’ll give them a taste — and maybe they’ll join for next year!
Looking ahead, I find summertime to be a very active time for national and regional events. Are you planning to attend the NFMC Conference in Arizona? It will be a great time of connecting and enjoying great music. Did you know the hotel includes both breakfast AND a complimentary evening reception? Make plans now! Our conference rate expires on May 9th.
Don’t forget about the America 250 Celebration Contest! This is the year we should really shine — as we celebrate America’s 250th birthday!







		 




			Student/Collegiate Division
Sheila Shusterich, Chair







													The NFMC Student/Collegiate Division wishes to thank Sally Palmer for chairing the NFMC Gretchen E. Van Roy Music Education Scholarship for the past two years. We appreciate the time and energy Sally put into this chair position and that there were winners of this award both years under Sally’s leadership.
Melissa Warnick will be taking this role going forward. I reached out to Melissa and requested she share a little about herself so we can get to know her. Melissa wrote that she “maintains a private studio of twenty-one piano students and two flute students and has taught consistently for nearly thirty years. She began teaching at age fourteen, giving lessons to her nine-year-old younger brother—who still plays today and remains one of her success stories. That early experience sparked a lifelong passion for teaching, which led her to earn a Bachelor of Science degree in English Education from Utah State University while continuing some music studies.
Melissa currently serves as State President of the Idaho Federation of Music Clubs and as State Vivace Chair. Previously, she served as State Festival Cup Chair, Nampa Musicale President and Festival Chair, and presently serves as the club Parliamentarian. She lives in Nampa, Idaho, with her husband. In her free time, she enjoys the mountains, light hiking and kayaking, as well as spending time with their five adult children, two daughters-in-law, and especially her three grandsons.”
Welcome aboard, Melissa! We look forward to having you on the NFMC Student/Collegiate Division team!







		 


































			Competitions and Awards
Lucinda Lear, Chair







			By the time you read this newsletter, the last of the award deadlines will have been met. This is the time we get to reap the rewards of hard work by award chairs and applicants alike. It is a time for us to thank all those who helped facilitate these awards and all those who provided expertise in judging and guiding award winners to keep striving.
Some award recipients will be moving on to the next phase of their life, whether a higher grade in school, graduation to a new position, or embarking on a performance career. I recognize that within every state, and sometimes even every club, there are available awards. These are wonderful to pinpoint a passion or locale. But please, let’s not forget what we can all do together. One person did not provide a $20,000 scholarship to four Young Artist winners or set aside eleven awards at $3,000 for our Student/Collegiate Audition winners. It took more than a village to set up these awards and fund them. For sure, NFMC has been the beneficiary of generous endowments over the years, but when you scan the Standing Rules H-1, you will see the many different funds that are used for awards, supplemental awards and scholarships given by clubs and families as well as individuals.
YOU can be part of this, either individually or by club, state or even region. It takes a whole NATION to keep these awards available to deserving members and non-members of NFMC. I have been reminded in the past few months that when people help in accomplishing a goal, there is joy in the serving and celebration for all when the task if completed. Take a share in providing these awards and then let’s celebrate together. See you in Scottsdale!







		 




			Junior Division
Lori Jessen, Chair







													It’s the month of May, and you know what that means? No, not May Day with lovely flowers and May baskets. No, not Mother’s Day. It’s reporting time!!! I can hear you groaning and see you rolling your eyes…but reporting is an essential task in all of our Junior Division activities. Someone asked me recently, “Why all the reports? What purpose do they serve?” An excellent question which deserves an answer. We certainly want to be respectful of everyone’s time and aren’t requesting for no reason. The primary reason is that it’s important to stop and asses what was accomplished, what went well, what needs to go better, and to document it all so that we have a path forward. The only way to assess if our programs are successful is by reading and analyzing the reports. If no one reports, we have no idea what is happening. Reporting is how specific issues are documented in order to be addressed. Reporting is how others in our organization are challenged, encouraged, and inspired. While it is tempting to forego a report, please let us know what you are doing. We can’t plan for the future if we don’t know what’s happening now.
Finish the year strong…send in your reports…on time (or even early). Leadership appreciates it!  See you in Scottsdale!







		 


































			Festivals
Debbie Wiser, chair
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Due to:
State Festivals Chair
before May 20
Regional Festivals Chair
before May 31





































		 




			Junior Club Achievement
Virginia Feitelson, chair
Congratulations to all of our hard-working Junior Club teachers and counselors on a successful festival and club year! There is still time to complete and submit your Junior Club Achievement form today to receive well-earned recognition for your achievements, including an Award of Merit and a mention in Junior Keynotes. Don’t forget to include any special achievements and acknowledge any club leaders or students who went above and beyond. I look forward to highlighting and recognizing the work of our Junior Clubs across the nation.







		 




			Arts Advocacy
Valerie Harris, Chair
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													As we approach the sesquicentennial celebration of the signing of the United States Declaration of Independence, this is a meaningful time for clubs across the National Federation of Music Clubs to honor our nation’s heritage through the celebration of American music. This milestone invites us to showcase the richness and diversity of our musical traditions through programs, performances, and community events that highlight American composers and artists. This is also arts advocacy in action—by elevating American music, engaging our communities, and sharing the value of the arts with local leaders and audiences, we affirm the essential role of music in our cultural life. If you haven’t already, plan now to mark this historic year in a way that reflects our mission: promoting and celebrating American music while inspiring audiences and strengthening our communities through the arts.
Share your successful programs with the NFMC and you might earn a prize in the NFMC’s Celebrating America 250! contest. Submit entries here. See what’s happening across the country at www.america250.org.
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For all NFMC Sr, Jr & Student/Collegiate members
Contest dates: July 1 - July 31, 2026
Submissions due by AUGUST 10

$250 prizes will be awarded for winning Jr and Sr programs
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