NFMC JUNIOR MUSIC COMPETITIONS
In this August Melody Lines issue I will share with you the five NFMC National Junior Competitions that include the piano. The entry fee is very low- only $10 per contest except $20 for the Michael Edward’s one. It’s not too early to start planning and preparing your students for these National Competitions.
The applications and requirements can be found on the NFMC Home page. On the menu click Competitions & Awards, then click Junior Division and finally all the Junior Division Competitions appear. Everything is now done online, including the application and payments, as well as uploading any videos. 
There will be a special presentation of the NFMC Competitions and Awards at our September 27 WSFMC Fall Conference. Please plan on attending this meeting with other members of your club.
I will briefly describe the five piano competitions that are available for 2026. I have included the new award money that has increased over last year. These increases might not be reflected yet on the present online entry forms. Make sure all applications have “August 2025” written in the lower right-hand corner of the application (and the rules and procedures paperwork. All updated forms should be online by the first of September 2025.) 
I have a request- Could you teachers please inform me when you enter one of your students in any of these competitions? We want to recognize your students in one of our future Melody Lines, whether they are a National winner or not. Just being in the competition takes a lot of work! 
1. Lana Bailey Piano Concerto Award:
The student must be a senior in high school and cannot be over the age of 18 as of May 1, 2026. The student must perform by memory either the first or last movement of one of the concertos that are listed in Festival Bulletin. Required are 2 letters of recommendation in addition to a college acceptance letter. All of this is to be sent to the National chairperson by May 1. First Place award is $1500 and Second Place award is $500. The National Chair is Lana Bailey, zblb@verizon.net. Deadline for entering is May 1, 2026.
2. Marilyn Caldwell Piano Award:
The student must be in 10th ,11th or 12th grade in High School and cannot be over the age of 18 as of March 1. The repertoire must consist of memorized pieces lasting between 10-15 minutes. There is a guideline on the requirement page listing appropriate level pieces for this competition. One of the compositions must be by an American composer. First Place award is $1250, and Second Place award is $750. The National Chair is Christine Vitt, cvittpiano@gmail.com. The deadline for entering is March 1, 2026.
3. Claire Ulrich Whitehurst Piano Awards:
This competition is offered on even numbered years and open to high school students in grades 10-11-12. They must not be over the age of 18 by the March 1 application deadline. The repertoire must consist of contrasting eras with one composition by an American composer. The minimum playing time is 15 minutes while the maximum playing time is 20 minutes. 1st Place is $500 (for further study) and 2nd Place is $250. Entry deadline is March 1, 2026. The chair is Marcia Chaplin and her contact info is: Marciachaplin2@gmail.com.
4.NFMC Michael Edwards Graduating Senior Performance Award:
This competition is open to any high school senior pursuing a music performance degree who will be attending an accredited music school. The student must not be over the age of 18 as of May 1, the deadline for entering. The student should perform 4 compositions from at least 3 musical eras including one American composition. The entry must include two letters of recommendation as well as a letter of acceptance by the college, university or music conservatory. This competition has an attractive award of $5,000. Entry deadline is May 1, 2026. The chair is Michael R. Edwards, 3900 Galt Ocean Drive #317, Fort Lauderdale FL 33308, micedwards@aol.com.
5. Stillman Kelley Instrumental/Thelma Byrum Piano Awards:
This competition is open to piano/violin/cello/flute players. The student must not be over the age 18 as of March 1. There is no minimum age for this competition but the playing level has to be at a high school level. The time limit for the program must be between 15 – 20 minutes. One of the compositions has to be by an American composer. First Place prize is $2,000, Second Place prize is $1,000, Third Place prize is $750, five regional awards of $500. The Thelma Byrum Piano Award of $750 will be given to the highest scoring pianist who did not receive the top three Stillman Kelley prizes. The chair for this competition is Jason Sifford, jason@siffordmusic.com. Deadline for entering is March 1, 2026.
Submitted by John Van Lierop, Jr
WSFMC Awards/Competitions Chair
