Junior Composers Contest Report						September 2025
submitted by Mary Kaye Owen, WSFMC Junior Composers Contest Chair
State entry fee increases voted in favor of by the state board in April 2025. 
Class I - $30
Class II - $35
Class III - $40
Class IV - $40
When registering, the state and national fees are submitted to nfmc-music.org/payment,  and the application, score, and mp3 are submitted in the same time-frame to forms.nfmc-music.org.  Junior Composers Contest entry deadline is February 1, 2026.  Compositions should be submitted to NFMC in January.  I'll attach the JCC rules from nfmc-music.org.  I've just secured our 2026 judge:  Ron Mallory, currently in Kansas, but with a UW MM degree and career work begun in the Eastside area in the '90s.  He is an award-winning composer, with many works listed in J.W. Pepper catalog.

Congratulations to our six WSFMC students who participated in the 2025 Junior Composers Contest!
JUNIOR CLASS II
First Place Winner - Zoey Feng - Age 12 - "Far Away" - Teacher Meng Wang (Individual NFMC Member)
Second Place Winner - Londyn Gauthier - Age 10 - "Christmas Day Piano Solo" - Teacher Barb Bergholm, Puyallup Federated Music Club
Third Place Winner - Kyler Smith - Age 10 - "Raging Waters" - Teacher Barb Bergholm
JUNIOR CLASS III
First Place Winner - Owen McOmber - Age 14 - "Beast of Sands" - Teacher Barb Bergholm
JUNIOR CLASS IV
First Place Winner - Jeanne Park - Age 17 - "The duck and the waterfall" - Teacher Sharon van Valin, Greater Newcastle Federated Music Club
Second Place Winner - Anya Pimkina - Age 16 - "Evoke the Hope" - Teacher Amanda Harris, Issaquah Federated Music Club
The First and Second Place Winners in each Class move on to the Western Region Junior Composers Contest. We had no winners at the Regional level this year. 
The adjudicator for our State Contest was Susan Staples Bell https://www.susanstaplesbellmusic.com/podcasts-interviews
Congratulations to all our WSFMC participants! We have the opportunity and honor to hear four of these contest winners at our September Annual WSFMC Conference.

