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What’s to celebrate in October?
 
World Opera Day is on October 25th, so be sure to share the news and let us know how you celebrated. It’s an annual event that showcases opera and the impact it has on communities. The day is also a chance to recognize the contributions of American opera companies and artists.

The first opera known to have been performed in the American colonies was the ballad opera Flora, which was performed in Charleston, South Carolina in 1735. It wasn’t until the 19th century that opera became a cultural cornerstone in America. The Metropolitan Opera was founded in 1883 and offers streaming for over 850 full-length operas.

Please take time to read exciting news from our NFMC Division chairs.






		






		American Music Month
November is American Music Month, and I know your clubs have fabulous programs and events planned for the entire month – can’t wait!  






		







	
	Division News
American Music Division - Ruth Morrow, Chair
There are some delightfully spooky American Halloween Songs. You could play these songs at your meetings during refreshments, after, or before you have your meeting.

“Ghostbusters” composed by Ray Parker, Jr
“Monster Mash” composed by Bobby Pickett
“Somebody’s Watching Me” Composed by Rockwell
“Flying Purple People Eater” composed by Sheb Wooley

The first entry for American Music will be for the R. A. Schramm Parade of American Music in November. I receive many entries, so get your pictures, programs and biographies together to send in to me.  It is so amazing to read all the fabulous programs and to see the pictures of all the exciting Parade of American Music that is happening all over the USA!  You may send your entry by March 1st by e-mail to me at morrowrm@charter.net or by mail- 138 Waddell Road, Greenville, SC, 29609. The entry form number is AM -1-1. 


Arts Division - Ellen Leapaldt, Chair
Here's a reminder for teachers and parents of any young person grades 7-12 to submit an essay on our 2025 Theme:  "Music. . .is unstoppable" for our National Music Week Essay Contest.  We'd like to have at least one applicant from each state. Membership in NFMC is NOT required to enter.  There will be one winner of $75 from each state and the opportunity to have their picture and the essay in our national magazine of Junior Keynotes.  Deadline is January 10.  It is the first competition of the new year 2025! Go to nfmc-music.org, then to publications, arts division, AR13-1.

As teachers and club members are planning for the entire year, remember National Music Week (NMW) is in the first full week of May5-12, 2025.  We need to draw attention to the profound influence music has on all our lives, whether young or old.  It's a great time for recitals, going to a concert, bringing music to businesses/schools/retirement centers.  The list goes on.  Think now about the ways we can celebrate NMW!  More will be written later.
Gloria Lien
602-418-2989
Chair of National Music Week Essay and
National Music Week Chair

As clubs plan programs; Ruth Ann McChesney would like to remind everyone that International Music Relations offers financial awards for both Junior and Senior Clubs that present programs about culture and music from other countries.  See the form AR 5-1.

The Arts Division has numerous financial awards for both Junior and Senior clubs: check out the updated Competitions and Awards chart on page 14, there is a guide to ARTS DIVISION Awards and where to find the entry information. All our forms are updated on the nfmc-music.org website; use the Publications folder and find the ARTS DIVISION Forms for all the details. Plan now to participate in as many of the programs as your club has interest.

 
Junior Division - Laurie Marshall, Chair
From the NFMC Festival Chair, Lori Jessen:
For all Festival repertoire updates, visit NFMC Bulletin Updates!
 
From the NFMC Angie Greer Poetry Chair, Debra Hughes.
Happy Fall, y'all!
time for colorful leaves and football;
Cooler breezes
& some allergy sneezes
and of course, another poetry call! 

Deadline for Angie Greer
is also getting nearer -
February first
is poetry thirst
So equip your students with writing gear!
Now is the time
for penning prose & rhyme
start them now
so soon they'll bow
as the Music in Poetry winners who shine!
 
From the NFMC Junior Dance Chair, Lisa Moore:
Do you know any talented young dancers ?
ages 11 and above
 
Refer them to the NFMC Dance Award (Jazz, Lyrical, Tap).

From the NFMC Junior Piano Concerto Chair, Lana Bailey:
PIANO CONCERTO AWARD!  This is the time to select that special Senior Class Piano Concerto in the current Festivals Bulletin.  Select the first or last movement in order to enter the Lana M. Bailey Piano Concerto Award Competition.  First place $1500; Second place $500.  May 1 postmark deadline.
 
From the NFMC Junior Composers Chair, Sam Ecoff:
Remember that the NFMC Junior Composers Contest deadline is coming up soon! Compositions are due by February 1st, 2025. Some states have earlier deadlines, so be sure to check with your state chair. You can learn a lot more about the NFMC Junior Composers Contest and find links to the rules, state chairs and much more in this short YouTube video: https://youtu.be/JGOa2NaUUwY While you’re watching YouTube, be sure to check out our dedicated NFMC Junior Composers playlist which contains tutorials to help you get your students composing and interviews with celebrity guest composers who talk about how they help students compose: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpT3neyGo5IOhDGjcTzjiZdKeVqwyAmyb


Membership & Education Division - Natlynn Hayes, Chair
The Membership Forms are updated and on the website for you to download. This is a big undertaking for ALL divisions. We want them to be easy to use and give you the information you need. The new forms have the Membership Dues updates and the Life Membership update.

Keep putting out the NFMC brochures and Competition & Awards chart at your events for possible new members to see the many opportunities that NFMC has for members of all ages.

I thought last year that I would not be doing another little girl tea party, but it is happening again this year by popular demand. When you read this, we will be serving up tea (punch) and cake (cake balls) to 8 girls chosen by their teachers to perform and attend the party in their dress up finery. Gloves & fascinators will be provided for the girls to pick matching colors. There will also be a miniature tea cup party favor for each girl. Boys would be welcome as well, but there aren’t many boys of age 8-10 that want to do the whole suit & tie thing. The parents are with the students and it’s a good time to connect about our local club and NFMC at something besides District Junior Music Festival. Maybe tea parties will start to pop up in every state across the nation and we can be reminded of the joy and happiness that is created by children enjoying music and having a tea party.

  
Public Relations Division - Julie Watson, Chair
I hope your club year is starting off great! I want to remind you of some upcoming deadlines: Magazine articles/state news are due by November 1st. Longer articles should go directly to the editors: Music Club Magazine- Jean Moffatt, Junior Keynotes-Jeanne Hryniewicki, and Regional/State news to EditorialChair@nfmc-music.org. Sharing your creative programs, membership drives and fundraising ideas help spark new ideas for other clubs.  Juniors should send front cover artwork to Jeanne (8.5 x 11, Pen and ink w/color drawings, collages and photography will be considered.  The fall magazines are coming soon.
 
The upcoming deadline for the NFMC Citation is November 15th. Nominees should have received nationwide prominence through distinguished service to the cultural, musical, and artistic life of the nation and willing/able to attend the NFMC Convention in Austin. They can be nominated by any state federation through its president, any national board member or national chair. This is not for active officers and chairs of NFMC or state federations. Nomination guidelines can be found using PR 9-1 and sent to Karen Greenhalgh, greenhalghkaren8261@gmail.com. We'd love to see some worthy candidates! 


Student/Collegiate Division - Sheila Shusterich, Chair
Happy Fall! The Student/Collegiate Division has had some changes and recent chairperson updates, so I will share those with all of you.

The new NFMC Gretchen E. Van Roy Music Education Scholarship Chair is Sally Palmer who takes over for Fabio Parrini. Linda Donley is the new NFMC Myrtle Mehan/Hazel Morgan Scholarship Chair taking over for Karl Morris. I wish to thank Karl and Fabio for their service to the Federation and to welcome Linda and Sally into their new roles! Sally can be reached at spalmer19@hotmail.com and Linda may be reached at: ldtt007@yahoo.com

In other news, Wendy McCormick (mccormick272@gmail.com) will be chairing the newest award: the Barbara M. Irish Harp Award that will be given to a student attending the Curtis Institute of Music. This award will be different than other NFMC Student/Collegiate awards in that it will not be an award students apply for, but rather, one where the faculty at the Curtis Institute selects the recipient—preferably a harp student in their junior year of study. NFMC will provide a $5,500 stipend to the chosen student!

Please be sure you are connecting with colleagues, music friends and former students about the Student/Collegiate Awards and encourage colleges to get on board with mass enrollment of students in their music departments so that many more musicians can take the opportunity to apply for NFMC scholarships and awards. Fall is a GREAT time to connect and reconnect to spread the word about the National Federation of Music Clubs. Enjoy this new season of color and coolness! Take care.
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