NFMC Conference Report			June 2026				Scottsdale, Arizona
compiled by Sally & Lorraine post conference
Pre-Conference Administrative Day (aka President’s Day; all members invited) Information from several divisions of the NFMC:
· Membership
Form ME 7-1 for Senior clubs to fill out. This is a summary of activities, events, etc., your senior club has participated in.
Form ME 7-2 is for the state Membership chair to fill out, summarizing what all senior clubs have done in our state.
From NFMC: “We are trying to streamline.”
· Comparison to MTNA
We don’t want to be MTNA – they are only about teachers and we offer so much more to musicians. 
We do want to partner and share ideas with MTNA as we are both music organizations.
It was brought up that upon reviewing state reports, more and more states are focusing on Juniors, which means there are a lot of teachers out there working with these Junior students.
· For State Presidents
It was decided that we would like to hold a President’s Council twice a year on Zoom to be able to share and ask questions. Starla Blair (Chair of the President’s Council) said she will see about getting this started.
Karen Greenhalgh (Wyoming State President) mentioned how she loved getting the Washington State Melody Lines for all of the information that is in each issue. She basically takes our Melody Lines and sends it out to the members of the Wyoming State Federation of Music Clubs members.
Starla Blair would like to be added to the list to receive our newsletter.
· How to Start a Club – Linda Maurhoff
Linda recommend that you look at the options for the type of Senior Club you want to form. 
1. What is your priority in starting a new club? What is your purpose? What value will your club offer?
2. Benefits are under the MEMBERSHIP tab on the NFMC website. Make sure to read the whole Membership page. Some state presidents were asking to have the Benefits of Membership in “paper” format (brochure) as well as digital (on the website).
· Senior Club President’s Handbook
This handbook can be found on the NFMC website. Go to the homepage, scroll down to PUBLICATIONS and click, scroll to MEMBERSHIP and click, scroll down to ME 3-10 CLUB PRESIDENT HANDBOOK, scroll over to click on DOWNLOAD PDF.
To be perfectly honest, I had never seen or read this document before and am not quite sure I knew it existed. It is an 18-page document outlining responsibilities and timelines. I feel that it may be a bit overwhelming, so read and apply what you find to be the most helpful for your unique club.
President Deborah Freeman’s counsel to State Presidents:
1. Communication: we MUST communicate and part of that is listening.
2. Motivation: inspire your members
3. Delegate
4. Be positive
5. Be trustworthy: display empathy and respect.
6. Give feedback: be complimentary
7. Be flexible
8. Take responsibility / be accountable / don’t ‘pass the buck’
9. Enjoy your time as President

· Young Artists – we were encouraged to host one of the NFMC Young Artists for a performance. It can be in conjunction with another state (to share the costs). Find an organization or college that runs a concert series and see if they would be interested in hosting one of the NFMC Young Artists. These concert series usually guarantee a well-attended event.
· Public Relations - Julie Watson, NFMC Chair
Julie asked us questions to help us have a better understanding of what we could do to ‘get the word out’ about the NFMC.
How do people find you/your state organization? Do you have a website, Facebook page, Instagram, etc.?
How much money does your state give away within the state? Where can you advertise this information?
· MAGAZINES: NFMC Magazines – there was a LOT of talk about getting the magazines online but giving members the opportunity to purchase it in printed copy. The publishing and mailing of the magazines is over $100,000 dollars. Printing costs have skyrocketed. Something needs to be done. For the time being, maybe we can cut down on the pages of each magazine, i.e., making bios of award winners much shorter.
Both magazine editors will be stepping down in Sept. 2027
Magazine submit dates and target dates to send out:
Submit:	August 1	Send out:  October	Autumn Issue
Submit:	November 1	Send out:  February	Winter Issue
Submit:	February 1	Send out:  April		Spring Issue
Magazines are archived. Go to NFMC website, click on the arrow next to ABOUT US, scroll down to MAGAZINES. You can always go to this archive and find a magazine if you feel you have missed a copy or want to print out a page that has one of your award winners listed.
IN TUNE is a monthly electronic newsletter. We need more people to subscribe. You can join the e-mailing list as well as read past issues by going to the NFMC website, click on the arrow next to ABOUT US and scroll down to MONTHLY NEWSLETTER. This newsletter has quick information and reminders from each of the nine divisions of the NFMC.
· Make sure to check out the American Celebration 250 NFMC Contest. Contest dates July 1-31; submit by August 10. Submission requirements can be found on AM 2-2.
· REMINDER: At your recitals, talk about the NFMC organization and competitions and awards. A lot of students and parents don’t know the student even belongs to a national music organization or even about the awards available through being a member. If we don’t tell our students and student parents, they will not know!
Western Region Luncheon and Discussion
· Practice for Hope – not a lot of participation this past year. I asked for specific info in time for my state conference in September. What we are fundraising for? How to get involved? We need links and QR codes to really help make this successful. It was decided that we are going to fundraise this year to provide keyboards for students in Alaska who do not have opportunities to have pianos or keyboards in order to take piano lessons. Virginia (California) will head this up and get us more information.
· States should do all that they can to get their registration process, including payments, ONLINE.
· Possible new member opportunity: MTNA offers a Certificate of Merit program that it is rumored that students may be disenchanted with. Festivals may be a good option for those students. Get the word out. Do a presentation at your local MTNA chapter about the NFMC Festivals.
FESTIVALS COMMITTEE MEETING – Debbie Wiser, NFMC Chair
· Congratulations to the Western Region as it is the only region that is completely onboarded with Vivace!
· One goal for the Festivals Committee this year is to strengthen the Piano Hymn and Sacred Music Piano Solo events. Learn which of your students is on the “church musician track.” The Festivals Chair made these proposals for the 2028-2031 Bulletin:
· Levels 1 – 5 must be played in a “singing style” not as a piano solo. Follow the singer’s phrasing
· Levels 3 – 5 required and choice pieces must be in two different keys.
· Alternate between Piano: Hymn and Piano: Sacred Music Solo events. This would begin at Piano: Hymn Class 1 and Piano: Sacred Music Solo MD1.
· Combining points between Piano: Hymn and Piano: Sacred Music Solo – Entrants must achieve Hymn playing Class 1 and Sacred Music Solo MD1 before they may begin combining events/points. Juniors may combine for up to seven years and until their 19th birthday. Adults may combine until they achieve their Presidents Cup.
· Vocal: Sacred Music Solo – it was proposed that this event be created using the same classification as other vocal events (Art, Musical Theatre) with combing and alternation following the established model.
· Chamber Music – it was proposed to eliminate the music class correlation between the chamber instruments.
All of the above proposals “passed” unanimously with the Festivals Committee.
Festival resources: 
· Festival Procedures Manual JR 3-18. This is a 25-page manual that may be helpful but overwhelming. Use it as needed for how you may run your unique Festivals.
· Festival Bulletin which can be found online. The Bulletin can be found online and is still available in paper format. https://bulletin.nfmc-music.org/ 
Festivals General Rules
Federation Cup Plan
Section Rules
Required Repertoire
Resources
Publishers
· Festival Timeline???
JUNIOR DIVISION COMMITTEE MEETING – Lori Jessen, NFMC Chair
There was a LOT of talk about raising Junior dues fees and changing the requirements. 
· Motion: to increase Junior dues did not pass because there was not enough financial information or rationale as to why there needed to be an increase. The NFMC is approximately $150,000 in the red and they are looking for ways to improve the situation. Since the Junior Division has, by far, the largest membership, a dues increase was proposed by the Executive Board. This motion was returned to the Festivals Committee/Junior Division for more information.
· Motion: to eliminate the requirement and associated fees with the “minimum 16 students” requirement and to only have payment be per student. The rationale for this was because Junior Clubs (studios) with less than 16 students were being unfairly required to pay fees for those who have 16 students. 
· Motion: to have the NFMC Vivace Chair be a member of the Festivals Committee. The motion passed in this meeting.
· Motion: to have the Dance awards due date be changed from May 1st to March 1st . Passed and passed.
VIVACE UPDATES – Sandra Preysz, NFMC Chair
· Make sure birthdates are accurate in Vivace.
· Make sure you fill in a FULL name – this includes a middle name.
· Start your Vivace work early. Open Registration early. Give teachers plenty of time to register.
· ‘Anonymous’ is not a composer unless there is truly no composer name to be found. Just because the must may state ‘anonymous’ (especially in Folk Songs), do a little research and find the composer.
· There are TONS of links for help on the Vivace Support Center page. https://help.nfmc-music.org/ including instructions for mail merge, which was a questioned that was asked.
· Sandra shared a quick 4-screen PowerPoint on the difference between alternating and/or combining points. You have to be prepared to presentation this option early to any student who may want to take advantage of it.
ARTS ADVOCACY MEETING – Valerie Harris, NFMC Chair
· Each state needs to consider how they can advocate for the arts.
· Find a State Arts Advocacy Chair who will collaborate with your state’s Arts Council.
· AD 2-1 is a resource on what aspects of arts advocacy your club may choose to be involved in. If you don’t want to fill out the form, just use it as a reference.
· https://www.americansforthearts.org/ Americans for the Arts is another great resource for ideas.
· Share your story as to how music has been beneficial in your life and/or the lives of the children you teach or your children at home. Share on your FB page, on Instagram, etc.
· See how you can be involved in your children’s school arts programs. Also, check out the public library.
ARTS DIVISION MEETING – Ellen Leapaldt, NFMC Chair
· Music Outreach (as a club or as an individual) - $150.00* will be awarded to the club who has the most hours and music-related services per year.
· Ethnic Performance (as a Senior club or as a Junior club) - Awards will be given to clubs with the most participation. 1st Place - $150. 2nd place $100, 3rd Place $50.
· Sacred Music (as a club)  - The following awards will be presented to clubs submitting outstanding Sacred Music programs: $300-1st Place, $200-2nd Place, $150-3rd Place, $100-to five Honorable Mentions.
Several non-monetary awards (just reporting) available in the Arts Division.
MEMBERSHIP DIVISION MEETING – Natlynn Hayes, NFMC Chair
· ME 7-1: Senior Club Annual Summary Form – Each Senior Club can fill one out, then please send in your state’s summary form (ME 7-2). This is not an award opportunity; it’s for knowledge and tracking purposes.
I am the State Membership Chair, so when your Senior Club completes their Summary Form, it should be sent to me no later than July 1.
· July 1 - June 30 is the fiscal year. We could collect dues in the spring so that it’s not halfway through the year before the dues are paid to National. This may be enforced at future meeting? Can we ask all our clubs in Washington State to send dues in early? Collect in the spring? This is still in debate and information is being gathered.
FINANCE – Carolyn Nelson, NFMC Chair
· A lot of talk about endowments and budget and being “in the hole.”
· A LOT of money is spent on the NFMC Magazine printing. It has been suggested by many that the magazine be put online to save on money. This idea was “shut down” with the rationale that people would not read it if it was online.
· Conference registration fee is going up (again). This upcoming conference will be $200 to register.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS (Saturday morning)
Budget
· We lost $10k in dues
· 70% of this budget operates our junior division
· Lori Jessen asks for actual expenditures - that will be done next year. This year we are missing reports from the CPA. The budget was developed with Ashley on the line.
· We will send the expenditure information as soon as we have it.
Membership
· A membership module is hoped for. We are losing members/losing money. What can we do better?
· Monthly IN TUNE (NFMC e-newsletter) subscriptions need to go UP before there will be consideration of putting the magazines online.
WORKSHOPS, PERFORMANCES, EVENTS
· Performance w/lunch: Organ Stop Pizza – Wurlitzer organ 
· Pipe Organ Concert & Presentation - Dr. Valerie Harris, organist 
· Performance: Mariachi Pasion, mariachi band
· Performance: Jennifer Kang – Wendall Irish Viola winner
· Workshop: Benita Rose, piano – Marcos Fernandez Barrero
· Workshop: Dr. Valerie Harris – ForScore demonstration
· Performance: Morning Star Native American Ensemble – music and dance performance
· Performance: Rachel Cox, violinist and violist – Americana 2026: A Celebration of America’s Music, 250 Years
· Workshop: Charlene Jarvis – Implementing Engaging Theory into Your Music Lessons
· Workshop: Leila Viss – From Noodle to Masterpiece – Go-to toolkit for composing
· Performance: Jocelyn Obermeyer, harpist – La vien Rose
· Guest Speaker - Leila Viss - Music and Resilience 
· Workshop: Davis Dorrough – Reignite Your Studio: Practice Strategies for Student Motivation
· Demonstration: Tiffany Smith – Teachers Gotta Have It! Teacher resources
· Performance: Claire McCahan, NFMC 2025 Young Artist Female Vocal Winner
· Workshop: Wanda Sims – Parliamentary Procedures
· Guest Speaker: Brian Shepard, CEO MTNA
· Performance: Connor Chee, Navajo pianist and composer





