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Walgreens employee 
fatally shoots man 

after photos dispute

TULSA
NGL to sell water 
disposal assets

NGL Energy Partners has 
signed a definitive agreement to 
sell its South Pecos water dispos-
al assets to a subsidiary of Wa-
terBridge Resources for $238.8 
million in cash.

The Tulsa-based partnership 
is selling nine saltwater disposal 
facilities plus additional disposal 
permits in southern Reeves and 
Ward counties to Houston-based 
WaterBridge.

Proceeds will be used to re-
duce debt, improve compliance 
leverage and enhance liquidity.

NGL is focusing its Delaware 
Basin Water Disposal operations 
in northern Reeves, Loving and 
Winkler counties in Texas and 
southern Eddy and Lea counties 
in New Mexico around the Texas 
and New Mexico state-line area 
where it has recently acquired a 
position and developed additional 
disposal facilities and pipeline 
infrastructure.

“We will continue to have 
over 1 million barrels per day of 
permitted disposal capacity in 
the Delaware Basin following this 
transaction, with substantial land 
positions and multiple pipeline 
projects,” said Mike Krimbill, 
NGL’s CEO. “This transaction al-
lows NGL to focus more fully on 
this core area of growth and high 
return opportunities while help-
ing to also achieve our goals of a 
“self-funding” model and reducing 
overall leverage.” –Staff report

OKLAHOMA CITY 
Scholarship program 
continues growth

A new study shows Oklahoma’s 
tax credit scholarship programs 
save the state – and public educa-
tion – money while helping hun-
dreds of lower-income families 
afford to send their children to 
private school.

The Opportunity Scholarship 
Fund is one of the scholarship 
granting organizations created 
under the Oklahoma Equal Op-
portunity Education Scholarship 
Act in 2011.

An updated study by econo-
mists at Oklahoma City University 
revealed for every $1 of tax credit 
issued to donors, the Oklahoma 
state budget saved $1.39, a 15-
cent increase from 2017 results.

The fiscal impact to the state 
is determined by the tradeoff of 
tax revenue and the state’s per-
pupil expenditures for common 
education.

“This analysis proves what OSF 
has always said: This program is 
good for Oklahoma’s families and 
good for the state budget,” said 
Charles Daniels, OSF president.

OSF helps administer and 
fund tax-credit scholarships for 
64 member schools across Okla-
homa. Recipients are selected by 
the member schools’ financial aid 
committees.

The total educational savings 
from the SGOs equaled $14.7 
million from all funding sources – 
federal, state and local – in 2017.

In the 2017-18 school year, 
the state’s three main SGOs 
awarded more than 2,466 
scholarships, with an average 
award of more than $1,800 per 
scholarship.

Looking ahead to fiscal year 
2019, with the additional fund-
ing for teacher compensation 
and classroom funding, the fis-
cal return to the state is $1.51 of 
savings for every $1 of tax credit 
issued; $3.16 from all funding 
sources, according to the study.

“The evidence shows the many 
benefits of this program,” said 
Daniels. “We hope to expand the 
program so even more families 
can find the school that’s right for 
their child.”

Oklahoma is one of 18 states 
with a tax-credit scholarship 
program.
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TULSA – An employee at 
a Tulsa Walgreens with a 
concealed-carry license fatally 
shot an armed man after an 
argument that began at the 
photo counter, police said 
Thursday.

The man who died after 
the shooting Wednesday eve-
ning was identified as William 
Hurley, Tulsa police spokes-
woman Jeanne Pierce said. 
Another Walgreens employee 
and a customer also were 
struck by gunfire and hospi-
talized. Pierce said both are 
expected to survive.

Pierce said the altercation 
began when the store clerk 
tried to verify that Hurley 
was the rightful owner of the 
photographs, which had been 
in Walgreens’ possession for 
more than a year. Video from 
inside the store showed Hur-
ley pull out a handgun, jump 
over the counter and grab the 

photos from the clerk while 
employees were trying to call 
police, Pierce said.

Hurley, 52, appeared to 
be leaving with the photo-
graphs, but then apparently 
returned and went back to-
ward the clerk.

“(Hurley) then came back 
over the counter, and a clerk 
who was 28 years old, who 
had a concealed-carry license 
and was armed, pulled his 
own weapon and shot the 
deceased,” Pierce said.

That employee wasn’t 
injured, and police said he 
hasn’t been arrested.

Oklahoma is one of more 
than 30 states with a “stand 
your ground” law that allows 
people to use deadly force 
inside their home or place of 
business against anyone who 
enters those locations “unlaw-
fully or forcefully.” Oklahoma’s 
law was expanded earlier 

this year to include places of 
worship.

Pierce said the Tulsa Coun-
ty district attorney will decide 
whether to charge the clerk, 
but said the reason he wasn’t 
arrested was because “he was 
legally armed and that the 
evidence that we had at the 
scene supports a self-defense 
type of situation.”

Walgreens said in a state-
ment it’s cooperating with 
the investigation into the 
shooting, but a spokesman 
for the company did not 
return telephone and email 
messages seeking comment 
about its policy on armed 
employees.

In 2011, Walgreens fired a 
pharmacist at a store in Ben-
ton Harbor, Michigan, after he 
fired his gun at thieves in a 
store, saying at the time his 
gun use violated company 
policy. –Associated Press

Police work at the scene of a shooting at a Walgreens in Tulsa.  
STEPHEN PINGRY/TULSA WORLD VIA AP, FILE
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Under Oklahoma’s program, a 
tax credit of 50 percent is offered 
for donations to a SGO, and a 75 
percent tax credit is offered for 
equal pledge amounts for two 
consecutive years. Credits are 
capped at $100,000 for qualified 
business entities, $2,000 for tax-
payers filing a joint tax return and 
$1,000 for individual tax filers.

–Staff report

OKLAHOMA CITY
Centennial, Farm 
Ranch fees increase

Oklahoma Centennial Farm 
and Ranch Program fees will in-
crease on Jan. 1.

Increased costs in postage, 
printing and sign materials have 
required the program coordina-
tors to reevaluate associated 
fees, according to the Oklahoma 
Historical Society State Preserva-
tion Office.

To continue providing the 
program, the application fee will 
increase to $25 and the sign fee 
will increase to $75.

Applications for the Centennial 
Farm or Ranch Award are avail-
able at www.okhistory.org/shpo/
farmandranch.htm.

To qualify for a Centennial 
Farm or Ranch Award, a property 
must be owned by a family mem-
ber for at least 100 years and 
must be operated or occupied by 
a family member or leased out by 
a family member. The property 
must include a minimum of 40 
acres and gross annual sales of at 
least $1,000. 

As of 2019, the Oklahoma 
Historical Society and the Okla-
homa Department of Agriculture, 
Food and Forestry have spon-
sored the Centennial Farm and 
Ranch Awards for 30 years.

–Staff report

OKLAHOMA CITY
Store cleared after possible 
pepper spray release

Authorities say the possible 
release of pepper spray may be 
responsible for respiratory com-
plaints that forced the evacuation 
of a store in Bricktown.

An Oklahoma City Fire Depart-
ment hazardous materials team 
was called to the Bass Pro Shops 
facility at about 11 a.m. Thursday 
after some customers complained 
of respiratory issues.

Officials evacuated the build-
ing while about 100 customers 
were inside the store. About 20 
people were evaluated by medi-
cal personnel but no one was 
transported to a hospital.

Store managers allowed the 
store to air out before shoppers 
were allowed back inside around 
noon. Investigators say the pos-
sible cause of the respiratory is-
sues was the discharge of pepper 

spray. The company’s website 
lists pepper spray as a product it 
sells. –Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY
Library offers  
Wi-Fi hotspots

The Metropolitan Library Sys-
tem will offer borrowers Wi-Fi 
hotspots and laptop computers 
through a Google program.

The Tech Tools @ Your Library 
program will enable library cus-
tomers to borrow Wi-Fi hotspots 
and laptops for a period of 21 
days. To participate in the lending 
program, customers must enroll 
in one of the training workshops 
offered by the library. The part-
nership is part of the Grow with 
Google initiative to help create 
economic opportunities.

“Oklahoma City is outpacing 
the nation in many categories, 
including job growth, but many 
residents still need to connect 
with resources that can help 
them expand their skill set or 
grow their business, “Oklahoma 
City Mayor David Holt said. 

Through this initiative, the 
Metropolitan Library System will 
offer skill-building and communi-
ty resource programs at branches 
that will be available on a first-
come, first-served basis.

Library staff members will host 
biweekly workshops at an under-
served public housing complex 
in Spencer that was identified as 
having poor connectivity and trans-
portation access. Staff will host one 
workshop for adults focused on job 
preparation and basic technology 
skills and a second session for fami-
lies, focused on homework help and 
tech skills for parents and children.

The Edmond Library, in con-
junction with Community Literacy 

Centers, will offer classes twice a 
week to help students improve 
their English speaking, use of 
technology, and job-seeking skills. 
Chromebooks and Wi-Fi hotspots 
will be available for check out.

The Del City Library will of-
fer one-to-one assistance to 
their customers who check out a 
Chromebook and Wi-Fi lending 
kit. Staff will assist in teaching 
customers to operate the devices 
and will help them develop a plan 
to achieve their goals. 

Capitol Hill Library will hold 
weekly classes for adults and 
teens. The adult class will focus 
on career-building skills, commu-
nication and job searching. 

The Southern Oaks library will 
promote and support employ-
ment for customers by hosting 
workshops on basic online job-
seeking and computer skills.

The Village Library will offer 
coding programs for teens, job-
seeking and skills-building classes 
for adults as well as intergener-
ational-focused topics designed 
for families that enable students 
(digital natives) to build men-
toring skills with their parents, 
friends or other family members.

The Ralph Ellison Library will 
offer in-library programs such 
as Ready for Success @ Ralph 
Ellison, which will teach digital 
skills to formerly-incarcerated 
customers. Staff will also offer 
after school learning programs 
for students. –Staff report

OKLAHOMA CITY
Studio releases 
animated series 

Oklahoma City-based Reckless 
Abandonment Pictures has re-
leased the stop motion animated 
series Trolls.

The production used the Okla-
homa Film Enhancement Rebate 
Program administered by the 
Oklahoma Film + Music Office, 
part of the Oklahoma Department 
of Tourism and Recreation.

The five-episode series was 
shot over a seven-month period 
and features more than 60,000 
individual photos, which were 
used to create each episode. The 
series mixes live action and stop 
motion animation, both produced 
in Oklahoma City.

“Working with DreamWorks 
on this series was, well, a dream,” 
said Kyle Roberts, creative direc-
tor of Reckless Abandonment Pic-
tures. “It was so much fun bring-
ing Poppy and her friends to our 
world in this animated series.”

Episodes of DreamWorks Trolls 
are available on DreamWorks 
YouTube channel and Reckless 
Abandonment’s website with new 
episodes releasing each Saturday 
in December. The episode pre-
miering on Dec. 29 features the 
first commercially made 360-de-
gree stop motion production.

“Reckless Abandonment was 
able to secure this job over other 
major animation studios around 
the country because we were able 
to show them a spec test of pull-
ing off the stop motion animation 
in a 360-degree world,” said Rob-
erts. “Our team’s innovation paired 
with the Oklahoma’s film incentive 
are the two primary reasons we 
were able to build the fantastical 
world of Trolls right here in our 
own backyard.” –Staff report

STILLWATER
FAPC impacts state 
food industry in 2018

Oklahoma State University’s 
Robert M. Kerr Food & Agricul-

tural Products Center had an es-
timated economic impact in 2018 
of $120.31 million.

 “The impacts FAPC has had 
on the food and agricultural in-
dustries in the state are tremen-
dous,” said Roy Escoubas, FAPC 
director. “From education and 
training sessions to client projects 
and food safety assistance, FAPC 
continues to be a resource for 
food processors.”

In 2018, FAPC had an eco-
nomic impact of $85,000 on en-
trepreneurial business, $435,000 
on small and medium processors 
and $119.79 million on large food 
processors.

FAPC conducted 77 educa-
tion and training sessions, which 
brought in 1,894 attendees to 
FAPC. 

FAPC, a part of OSU’s Division 
of Agricultural Sciences and Natu-
ral Resources, was established in 
January 1997.

Although based on OSU’s Still-
water campus, FAPC staff mem-
bers worked with 128 clients in 
67 communities and 39 counties 
throughout Oklahoma in 2018.

A large focus in 2018 was the 
development of food safety pro-
grams. Clients made food safety 
a top priority for FAPC, favorably 
attending 291 food safety-fo-
cused training opportunities.

“FAPC has had a tremendous 
impact on Oklahoma’s value-added 
food sector, which is an impor-
tant part of our local, county and 
state economies,” said Tom Coon, 
DASNR vice president. “The cen-
ter’s research labs, pilot-processing 
facilities and educational programs 
keep entrepreneurs, as well as 
small, medium and large food pro-
cessors, on the forefront of value-
added processing and technology, 
strengthening their operations and 
providing significant value to the 
state of Oklahoma.” –Staff report

 

ENID
Wilkerson to speak 
at ERDA luncheon

Chad Wilkerson, branch exec-
utive, vice president and econo-
mist at the Oklahoma City branch 
of the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Kansas City, will be the speaker at 
the Enid Regional Development 
Alliance quar-
terly luncheon 
at 11:30 a.m. 
Jan 10 at Oak-
wood Country 
Club in Enid.

Wilkerson 
will present 
an overview 
of the national 
and regional 
economy, along with indicators 
for the U.S. and Oklahoma.       

Lunch is $15 for non-ERDA 
members. 

Reservations can be made 
with Debbie Moore at Debbie@
GrowEnid.com or 580-233-4232.

–Staff report
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A Christmas message

The sign at the front of the Fellowship Congregational Church in Tulsa announces why they 
placed a nativity inside a chainlink fence or cage. This is the church’s statement on the current 
situation with migrants at the country’s southern border.  MIKE SIMONS/TULSA WORLD VIA AP
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