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I often use this space to discuss a contemporary meaning of 
the Hanukkah holiday. The war against the Greeks and the 
miracle of the small jar of oil have eternal meaning for us in 
our struggle for freedom and justice.  
But, Hanukkah is also a family celebration. So many people 
have told me over the years of the fond memories they have 
of gathering with family at their grandparents’ home and 
how the latkes were by far the best they ever tasted. In that 
vein, I’d like to share this poem from a dear friend, Leann 
Shamash, that reflects the memories of potatoes and 
Hanukkah. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
——————————————————————————— 

My father, a Holocaust survivor, arrived in the United 
States following the war. Papa Abrasha, my mother's 
father arrived in this country in 1923. He was influenced 
by the Russian revolution and remained a devoted 
communist for a good part of his life. Papa Abrasha 
would visit us frequently and during those visits, my 
father and Papa Abrasha would argue over many things 
at our kitchen table. They disagreed vehemently, 
seemingly about everything. 
This poem is about our kitchen. It's a poem about Papa 
Abrasha and my father; it's a poem about Chanukah and 
perhaps a little about life's lessons. 

 
(Cont’d on p. 2) 

 

Happy Thanksgiving and Happy Hanukkah! 
Most of the time I have no idea what I’m going to write for 
this monthly column, and today is no different! 
I thought about whether I should add more to my last column 
about a breach of trust that we encountered, but that would 
probably be beating a dead horse.  (By the way, a search 
committee for a new executive director has been formed.  
Unfortunately, there are a number of local synagogues 
recruiting for the same position. But thanks to Jill Goldwater, 
who has re-joined us on a temporary part-time basis, as well 
as our office administrator, Briana Porter, operations are 
continuing uninterrupted). 
So, I went back to see what I wrote last year at this same 
time. Amazingly, I wrote about a soccer coach and team who 
demonstrated incredible integrity and forfeited a playoff 
game. I also mentioned people who on a daily basis 
demonstrate moral and ethical behavior that no one ever 
knows about. That includes folks who support equal justice 
for everyone, support the LGBTQ communities, and feed and 
care for the less fortunate. (I’ll save you the time in looking 
back at last month’s column. I spoke about Trust, Integrity, 
and Honesty). 
I guess that we just can’t get away from those subjects.  Is it 
inherent in Tikkun Olam – the Jewish concept of mending (or 
repairing or healing) the world? And as I type these words, 
I’m reflecting on our experiences as well as all of the events 
transpiring in our country and in the world. I’m talking about 
the pandemic, mask-wearing, vaccinations, crime, “gotcha” 
politics, climate change, and the like. 
During the riots in Los Angeles, Rodney King said “Can’t we all 
just get along?”  What a simple but powerful statement. I 
hope (know) that I’m just “preaching to the choir” with 
respect to the world’s ills, but I guess that I’m saying that we 
all need to up our game. 
I love the expression “random acts of kindness.”  By the way, 
here’s what Wikipedia has to say about the expression – 
A random act of kindness is a non-premeditated, inconsistent 
action designed to offer kindness towards the outside world. 
The phrase "practice random kindness and senseless acts of 
beauty" was written by Anne Herbert on a placemat  

(Cont’d on p. 8) 

In continuing our caution, and with the 
consideration of the safety of our 
membership, Shaare Tefila will continue to 
require face coverings regardless of 
vaccination status. This policy will 
continue to be reviewed over time. Thank 
you for continuing to help us protect 
everyone at Shaare Tefila.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kindness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anne_Herbert_(writer)
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(Rabbi’s column cont’d) 

Potatoes  
I remember nights when Yiddish words  
catapulted through our kitchen, 
like speeding rockets they flew, 
“Vusses and dusses” 
and curse words as spicy  
as raw garlic somersaulted 
above our  formica kitchen table 
while papa and dad created a cacophony,  
disagreeing about everything. 
Each excelled at the ancient Jewish sport  
of arguing at the top of their lungs. 
 
Daddy had an accent, 
Papa Abrasha, too. 
They had one thing in common; 
they both left pieces of themselves behind  
in those cold lands far from 
our formica kitchen table. 
 
When Chanukah came 
Papa Abrasha told us about his menorah, 
created in that land of his dreams. 
It was made from a potato, 
bumpy and long. 
Just carve a small cavity in its flesh, 
pour in some oil and add a wick. 
and there was a menorah, 
like in the old country. 
It was that simple. 
 
He would say, 
“Pheh, mayn kind, far vos do you need a menorah 
when you can remember the Maccabees with a kartofl?” 
Papa would hold the potato in his hands  
He’d feel the old country pulse in its dustiness 
just like the way things used to be; 
the way he thought they should be, 
memories hidden beneath its dusty brown skin. 
 
** 
There were nights over the years, 
we would sit at that formica table, 
my brothers and I, 
and sample dad’s green potato latkes, 
as wide as they were tall. 
They sat maybe "a bisl” too long in the air 
and their color turned just a little greenish.  
We'd look at those latkes and dream of spring, 

preferring applesauce to dad's green latkes. 
 
Dad would lather his with sour cream and dig in. 
 
Dad didn’t talk about his family much; 
many were killed, 
but I am guessing that those latkes,  
a bit heavy and a little green 
were fried with deep love, 
and kavanah reserved for prayer 
and 
although dad did not say so,  
I know now,  
perhaps 50 years too late,  
that those latkes sizzling in oil, 
laden with with the smell of onions,  
were a Kaddish for his beautiful mother, 
as he recalled her roughened hands  
as she had once grated onions 
 in a world forgotten, 
before the tragedy ensued. 
 
Perhaps tears dropped from her eyes as she grated. 
 Years later, those same tears fell from dad’s eyes 
 as he grated and remembered her. 
 
And now, years later, I buy my latkes from Trader Joe’s.  
They are brown and crisp, without a hint of green,  
but when I hold a bumpy potato in my hand,  
a lumpy, bumpy kartofl, 
I hold a little of Papa Abrasha and a little of my dad  
in the palm of my hand 
and I remember. 
—————————————————————————— 
To read more of Leann’s poems check out her blog: 
https://www.wordshavewings.net/ 
 
Wishes for a happy & meaningful Hanukkah, 

 
Rabbi Jonah Layman   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.wordshavewings.net/
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Babette Cohn 
Director of Education &  
Programming 
bcohn@shaaretefila.org     

 
During late November the children of Chavaya enjoyed getting ready for  Hanukkah to begin. Join us for the 
Singalong Community Hanukkah Celebration on December 5th at 11:30 am and you will get to see some of 
what they have been learning.  
 
On the fifth night of Hanukkah, December 2nd at 5:30 pm, we will gather outside for our Community Hanukkah 
Menorah Lighting led by Rabbi Layman. There will be a fire pit for making s’mores, a family photo-taking 
opportunity with our festive holiday blow-ups, and Hanukkah refreshments under the tent! The event will be 
broadcast over ZOOM for those who cannot attend in person. Register by 12/1 to ensure we have enough 
refreshments! 

 
Happening Around Chavaya 

 Kitah Alef has been learning about Shabbat and all the r ituals involved as they each create their  own 
Shabbat Box. The boxes will include a usable Kiddush cup, candle holders, a challah cover, Havdalah 
candle, and spice sachet. When they complete their boxes, the class will celebrate with a Shabbat party and 
parents will be invited.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Kitah Dalet & Hay have been focusing on the idea of the Mikdash/Sacred Place. They began with a 
close look at the spaces around the Shaare Tefila building and had the opportunity to design what their 
personal Mikdash would look like. The variety of designs was wonderful! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SHAARE TEFILA YOUTH GROUP for 8-12 Grade  
Our first event was a movie night on 11/13. The event star ted with Havdalah led by Rabbi Josh Warshawsky, 
then everyone played a Q & A icebreaker, followed by watching Will Smith in The Pursuit of Happyness, chosen 
by a majority of the attendees. Everyone enjoyed the movie, snacks, drinks, and time together. The next event will 
be during the weekend of 12/10. Look for information coming soon!! 
 
 
Shalom, 
 
Babette 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sing-a-long-community-chanukah-celebration-tickets-211900689667
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sing-a-long-community-chanukah-celebration-tickets-211900689667
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/208178847537
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/208178847537
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/208178847537
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/208178847537
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CHAVAYA 
Babette Cohn, Director of Education &  
Programming 
BCOHN@SHAARETEFILA.ORG                      

 
By the time you read this we will be celebrating Hanukkah 5782/2021, which is once again 
coinciding with Thanksgiving weekend in the U.S. Many of us remember that just eight years 
ago, in 2013, we celebrated both holidays at the same time for a true Thanksgivukkah year 
(1st candle was on Erev Thanksgiving, Wednesday night).  
 
We are planning two in-person Hanukkah celebrations for the community this year - mark 
your calendars and get ready to join us! 

On December 2nd at 5:30 pm, we will gather outside for our Community Hanukkah Menorah Lighting led by Rabbi Layman. 
Additionally, we will have a fire pit for making s’mores, a photo-taking opportunity with our festive holiday blow-ups, and 
Hanukkah refreshments under the tent! The event will be broadcast over ZOOM for those who cannot attend in person. 
Register by 12/1 to ensure we have enough refreshments! 

December 5th at 11:30 am everyone is welcome to attend our Singalong Community Hanukkah Celebration! Led by Music 
Specialist Daniel Shapiro and Director of Education and Programming Babette Cohn, the children of Chavaya and 
community members will enjoy a Hanukkah celebration including singing, dancing, and other surprises! Register ASAP so 
we have enough treats for everyone! 

 
ANNOUNCING THE NEW SHAARE TEFILA YOUTH GROUP  
I met with many of the teen members of our community and we had a great time brainstorming what a new Shaare Tefila 
Youth Group would include. It is important to understand that youth programming is meant to provide a place for Jewish 
teens to socialize within the community with the goal of helping to understand and strengthen their Jewish identity. Our first 
event was a movie night on 11/13. The group started with Havdalah led by Rabbi Josh Warshawsky, then played a Q&A 
icebreaker, followed by watching Will Smith in The Pursuit of Happyness, chosen by a majority of the attendees. Everyone 
enjoyed the movie, snacks, drinks, and time together.  
The next meeting will be a cooking event on 12/11 at 6 pm.   

 
Gan Katan met again on 11/14 in our beautiful Winer Gallery space and did a fun Hanukkah craft; learn more about the 

program on p. 7. Next Date: 1/23 at 9:15 am. 
 
Junior Congregation continued on 11/13 - six more dates this year - If your children have not attended yet, they are invited 

to come!! At the end of the year, there will be prizes for all who participated in the service at least six times. Next Date: 
12/11 at 10:15 am. 
 

If you have questions about these or any other programs please feel free to contact me! 
 
B’Shalom, 
 
Babette 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/208178847537
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/208178847537
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/211900689667
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/211900689667
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/211900689667
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CILLA GROSBERG 
VP membership 
cgrosberg58@gmail.com 
 

 

November is here, and with it came cooler weather, falling 
leaves, and of course, the holiday of Thanksgiving.  
A time when family and friends come together and express 
their gratitude and thanks for the goodness in their lives.   
 

Since I was a young child, I have had such sweet memories 
of our family’s Thanksgiving holidays.   The day would begin 
with watching the Macy’s parade with my mom, dad, and 
sister Diane.  As Holocaust survivors and newcomers to the 
US, my parents were extremely proud to be in America and 
celebrate the customs of their new homeland; of course, 
Thanksgiving was one of their favorite celebrations.  The 
sweet aroma of chicken (turkey was a bit costly then) and 
fixings of sweet potato, stuffing, and kasha varnishkas and 
kishka (we did not forget our European and Yiddish roots) 
filled our 1-bedroom apartment in the Bronx. So much love 
and appreciation were in the air then as well as today. Our 
family still gets excited to come together and watch the 
Macy’s parade and gathering of family to share the 
traditional Thanksgiving meal and share how grateful we are 
to be together in good health and well-being. 
 

Covid put us through a bit of a spin throughout 2021, but it 
also made us appreciate and be grateful for the simple 
things in life. We have our health, we have learned to cope 
in the most difficult of times, and we came closer together 
as a family. Hyman and I and our family are extremely 
grateful for our Shaare Tefila community who helped 
support us through the pandemic months. I want to wish a 
special thank you to Rabbi Layman for his spiritual guidance 
and strength, Perry Sandler and our board of directors for 
their leadership, and my membership volunteers Ellie 
Alpert, Sherry Cohen, and Bess Teller who support and 
help grow our Shaare Tefila community. 
 

Membership has been busy establishing new Chavurah 
groups for our Religious School families.  As parents, they all 
have the common thread that their children attend our 
wonderful Chavaya school. As the children are learning and 
making new friendships in the class, we wanted to extend 
that experience to the parents so they can bond and make 
new friendships. The response has been wonderful and new 
groups are forming and planning their first get-togethers 
shortly after the holidays. If you are a parent of a child in 
our Chavaya school or parents of a child in a Hebrew day 
school and are interested in joining a young family Shaare 
Tefila friendship group, please contact me at 
Cgrosberg58@gmail.com. 
 

However, you and your loved ones celebrate Thanksgiving, I 
hope it is meaningful and great.  I wish you all love in your 
hearts and good health. 

 

 
SAVE THE DATES: 

 

Thursday, December 2, 2021; 5:30 pm:  Shaare Tefila 
Hanukkah lighting (outside event).  Come 
celebrate the 5th night of Hanukkah with your 
Shaare Tefila family as we light our large 
Hanukkiah. Enjoy the warmth of the holiday and 
treats around our fire pit. Great activity for young 
and old.  Great Chavurah/Friendship group activity. 

 

Saturday, February 12, 2022; 8pm:  Shaare Tefila Night 
of Sweet Laughter Comedy FUNDRAISER (ZOOM 
event).  Information on Comedian line up, RSVP 
link, and program packages will be sent soon! 

 

Shalom and Happy Holidays, 
Cilla B. Grosberg 
Shaare Tefila Membership VP 
 

 
 
 

New Members Tina Levin & Mary 
Lewis 

 

Shaare Tefila has been a part of 
Tina’s life for most of her life, from 
membership in USY to being a wife, 
and a mother to Dahlia, Yuval, and 
Noam, to teaching music in the 
Hebrew school.  After studying to be 
a clinical social worker, she worked 
for 20 years at the NIH Clinical 

Center with patients living with cancer and HIV.  It was on 
that inpatient unit that she and Mary first met.  
 

Mary’s first career was running a women’s painting crew; 
then, after volunteering at hospice, she realized she wanted 
to become a nurse, and so after graduating from the Johns 
Hopkins School of Nursing, she entered her first job at the 
NIH Clinical Center as an oncology nurse for patients 
participating in clinical trials.  In a “bashert” sort of way, it 
was the same unit Tina was assigned to. 
 

Tina continued on to private practice as a psychotherapist 
after the NIH.  Mary’s path took her to outpatient and then 
research nursing, both at the NIH, then on to the FDA as a 
project manager. 
 

Both Mary and Tina are retired now and enjoy traveling, 
theater, and spending time with family and friends. It is 
through Tina that Mary has come to love the Jewish 
traditions, and the time was ripe to officially join the 
congregation this year. They look forward to celebrating 
many years as members of Shaare Tefila.   

mailto:Cgrosberg58@gmail.com
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LIFELONG LEARNING AT SHAARE TEFILA 

FALL – 2021/5782 

SUNDAYS 

  

9:30 am – Talmud – This 1500-year-old 
text serves as the foundation for Jewish 
practice today. Join us as we study the 
section that deals with relations between 
Jews and their non-Jewish neighbors. 

  

10:30 am – Prayer Book – Our liturgy 
inspires us to spiritually connect with 
God. Let’s learn about the Shabbat 
morning service and how the vocabulary, 
structure, and choreography help us make 
Shabbat more meaningful. 

WEEKDAYS 

  

Mondays – 11 am – Journey Through the 
Jewish Year – In this class we discuss the 
sacred occasions as we come upon them, 
and we also discuss other Jewish 
concepts. 

  

Wednesdays – 11 am – Torah Study – We 
learn about the weekly Torah portion 
focusing on concepts, events, and issues 
that arise. 

  

Fridays – 9:30 am – Torah Class – This 
class focusses on the Torah, line by line 
with the traditional medieval rabbinic 
commentators. This year we are nearing 
the end of the book of Deuteronomy. 

ALL CLASSES MEET ON ZOOM 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3026500395?pwd=QktRaUlqYzdqUDhJdVlkZG9BdDZMQT09 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3026500395?pwd=QktRaUlqYzdqUDhJdVlkZG9BdDZMQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3026500395?pwd=QktRaUlqYzdqUDhJdVlkZG9BdDZMQT09
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MINI MINYAN  
An Interactive, Pre-Shabbat Experience  
Led by Mara Lansky & Babette Cohn 
 
 

WHO: Ages 0-7 and their adults 
 

WHAT: Early Shabbat prayers, stories and 
songs  
 

WHEN: January 14, 5:15 pm - 5:45 pm 
 

See Page 3 for more details. 
Have Questions? Contact Babette Cohn  

Shaare Tefila's 

GAN KATAN! 
Led by: Mara Lansky 

 

Gan Katan Gets Ready For Hanukkah! 
 
Our wonderful preschool Gan Katan kids enjoyed making pretend latkes, playing with 
dreidels, gelt and menorahs, and making fabulous latke serving plates! 
 
We love how many grandparents joined our group. Relatives are always welcome. If you'd like to bring your grandchild 
(ages 1-5), niece, nephew or little one to our monthly Jewish preschool group, please reach out to Babette Cohn 
at BCohn@ShaareTefila.org. 
 

Our next meeting is January 23, 2022. See you then! 

mailto:bcohn@shaaretefila.org
mailto:BCohn@ShaareTefila.org
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SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT 
Jackie Benn 
relaybenns@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello all Sisterhood members, 
 
Lots of exciting things are coming up for Sisterhood 
members. Did you know that any woman in our synagogue is 
eligible for Sisterhood membership? If you are interested in 
being a member then please email 
at relaybenns@gmail.com and I can send you the details. 
Why is this so important now? All local active 2021-2022 
Sisterhood members as of December 1, 2021, will be getting 
a Hanukkah surprise. What is the surprise? I cannot tell you 
that now, but you will be pleasantly surprised when you get 
it delivered to your home. If you want contactless delivery 
please call 301-512-0694 or email relaybenns@gmail.com. 
 
We are planning on having a Tu B’sh’vat Sisterhood 
celebration. This will be our first in-person event. Please 
keep an eye out for information from the listserve about this 
exciting news. This will be our first in-person event since 
2019. 
  
I know many of you (just like me) have been missing our 
monthly Rosh Chodesh meetings due to circumstances 
beyond anyone's control. I wanted you to know this is only 
temporary and we all would like to have these meetings 
again soon, but the health of our families always takes 
priority over everything else. I hope all of you can 
understand this. We are all hopeful we can have our next 
meeting this month. On behalf of all Sisterhood members, 
we hope that things get better for Susan Rubenstein and 
your family. 
  
It is still not too late to be a member of Torah fund this year. 
Please contact Marlene Sandberg 
at marlene.sanberg@gmail.com. 
  
Lastly, I know we are not meeting at the synagogue as a 
congregation as much now, but if you are still interested in 
getting scrip, please contact Barbara Fink 
at beas_fink@verizon.net and she will be more than happy 
to sell scrip to you. Home delivery is even possible if you still 
don’t feel comfortable being around people. 
  
Sisterhood is your organization. The board is trying to give 
you a great experience. If you are interested in any event,. 
please email me at relaybenns@gmail.com or call (301) 512-
0694. I don’t know your interests if you don’t communicate 
them to me or the Sisterhood board. 
  

Have a happy Hanukkah and stay safe. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Jackie Benn 
Sisterhood President 

Join us on ZOOM! 
The ZOOM Link is, and will continue to be: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86076367965?
pwd=ZkMwZzl0bVVlUkRhS3YxcWQ2RmNjdz09 

Upcoming dates are: 
·       Tevet RCWC on Sunday Dec 12th 
·       Sh’vat on Sunday Jan 9th 
·       Adar I on  Sunday Feb 6th 
·       Nisan Sunday April 3rd 
·       Iyar Sunday May 15th 

 
https://www.shaaretefila.org/news-and-events/calendar/ 

Rosh Chodesh Women's Circle 
Discussions  

(RCWC) 

(President’s column cont’d) 
 

in Sausalito, California in 1982. It was based on the phrase 
"random acts of violence and senseless acts of 
cruelty." Herbert's book  Random Kindness and Senseless 
Acts of Beauty was published in February 1993 speaking 
about true stories of acts of kindness. 
The phrase is commonly expressed as the suggestion to 
"Practice random acts of kindness." There are groups 
around the world that are sharing acts of spontaneous 
kindness. 
So I really don’t know the best way to end this article 
except to say that to “practice random kindness and 
senseless acts of beauty” sounds like an awfully good way 
to lead one’s life. 
 
Perry 

 
 
 
 

mailto:relaybenns@gmail.com
mailto:relaybenns@gmail.com
mailto:marlene.sanberg@gmail.com
mailto:beas_fink@verizon.net
mailto:relaybenns@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86076367965?pwd=ZkMwZzl0bVVlUkRhS3YxcWQ2RmNjdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86076367965?pwd=ZkMwZzl0bVVlUkRhS3YxcWQ2RmNjdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86076367965?pwd=ZkMwZzl0bVVlUkRhS3YxcWQ2RmNjdz09
file:///C:/Users/Sara Miller/Documents/Custom Office Templates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sausalito,_California
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December 
December 2, 5:30 pm: Hanukkah Candle Lighting Ceremony 
December 5, 11:30am: Seventh Day Hanukkah Celebration 
December 7, 8 pm: Scholar Stream - Roots of Conservative 
Judaism 
December 8, 10 am: Men’s Discussion Group 
December 11, 10:30 am: Junior Congregation 
        6 pm: Youth Group Cooking Event 
December 12, 4 pm: Rosh Chodesh Women’s Circle 
December 13, 8 pm: Sisterhood Board Meeting 
December 14, 8 pm: Scholar Stream - Roots of Conservative 
Judaism 
December 21, 8 pm: Scholar Stream - Roots of Conservative 
Judaism 
 

January  
January 8, 7 pm: Havdalah and Movie Night 
January 9, 4 pm: Rosh Chodesh Women's Circle 
January 10, 8 pm: Sisterhood Board Meeting 
January 12, 10 am: Men's Discussion Group 
January 14, 5:15 pm: Mini Minyan 
January 19, 8 pm: Scholar Stream - The Other Within: 
Diversity, Inclusion and Equity in a Pluralistic Movement 
January 22, 10:30 am: Junior Congregation 
January 23, 9:15 am: Gan Katan 
January 26, 8 pm: Scholar Stream - The Other Within: 
Diversity, Inclusion and Equity in a Pluralistic Movement 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

More event information can be found on the Shaare Tefila Calendar! 

Support Toby’s Trip to the 21st Maccabiah Games! 
 

Toby Barnett, son of Francine and Tony Barnett, is a junior at Rockville High 
School.  He is a Scholastic All-American and nationally ranked age group swimmer in the U.S.A.  He recently 
verbally committed to Indiana University-Bloomington to study and swim in the fall of 2023.  Even more 
exciting, he has been selected to swim in Israel representing the USA in the 21st Maccabiah Games in July of 
2022.  If you would like to support him in his fundraising efforts for his Israel trip please follow this link. 

Many of you expressed an interest in finding out when we are going to return to our beloved 
kiddushim  that we all enjoyed pre-Covid.  After careful consideration, we feel we cannot safely have our 
volunteers work in the kitchen while staying six feet apart.  Six feet of social distancing just doesn't work 
when you are attempting to make a sumptuous luncheon, one for which Shaare Tefila is known!  And 
then there's the presentation and the lines of congregants waiting to select their lunch offerings.  And 
still, there are the seating arrangements in the social hall, while people are trying to eat, unmasked, while 
still trying to remain separated, but still engrossed in deep conversation.  And then there is the clean-up, 
always a closely monitored production, both in the social hall and back in the kitchen. 

Unfortunately, Shaare Tefila members, this will not work through the winter months. 

We will have to wait, patiently, until the warmer months, when we can take this show outside, and use the yard to help us 
be more appropriately socially distanced and safe.  By then, who knows? Perhaps, Covid will have eased up even more, and 
this nightmarish scenario will be a distant memory (God willing). 

So, for those of you who were to be Kitchen Captains and Volunteers, please do not even think of coming into the kitchen 
during these chilly months.  And for those of you who were hoping to partake of our area-wide famous kiddush 
experiences, use these months to dream about how they can be enhanced in warmer months when the sun will shine upon 
us, as we join together in friendship and camaraderie. 

In short, the kitchen is closed until further notice, but this decision will be revisited come springtime. 

Sent with love,  

Shaare Tefila Catering Committee 

https://www.shaaretefila.org/news-and-events/calendar/
http://support.maccabiusa.com/site/TR/Games/General?px=1099675&pg=personal&fr_id=1160
https://www.maccabiusa.com/
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READY FOR THE NEW MAH JONGG CARD? 

Hopefully, everyone has survived this past year and a half and is getting back to normal, or at least the new 

normal. 

Last year we raised a little over $300.00, and I am very grateful for your support. I hope we can do as well 

or even better this year.  Thank you! 

Standard size: $9.00 

Large size:  $10.00 

Orders are due by January 26, 2022. 

 

Please make checks payable to Shaare Tefila Sisterhood. 

 

Please send your order to: 

Marilyn Pontell 

1101 Governor Warfield Pkwy #344 

Columbia, MD 21044 

 

 

 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

You may print this notice and use it as an order form. Please include: 

How many cards: 

What size: 

Your name and address where you would like the card (s) to be sent: 
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NEED ASSISTANCE? 
 

If you need any help at all, please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to Rabbi Layman. 

If a family member or another congregant is hospitalized or 
needs help from the Shaare Tefila Community, please 
notify the office or Rabbi Layman as soon as possible.  

(301) 593-3410        rjlayman@shaaretefila.org 

DONATE A BOOK FOR USE AT SERVICES 

Please consider donating a book in memory of or  
in honor of a loved one or in recognition of a  
special life event.  
 
Contact the Shaare Tefila office. 
301-593-3410 X 101 
 
Siddur $54 
Machzor $36    
Large Type Machzor $54 

CHESED COMMITTEE 
Contributor: Adriana Sandler 
 

Need a ride?  
Contact  
Betty Balin 301-622-4354 or  
Bernice Goldstein 301-384-1024  
 

Need a meal?  
Contact  
Ethel Levine 301-593-7041 or  
Joyce Feinstein 240-428-1329 
 

Need support?  
Contact Rabbi Layman 301-593-3410 X102  

SHAARE TEFILA 
16620 GEORGIA AVE.   OLNEY, MD 20832 

301-593-3410    WWW.SHAARETEFILA.ORG 
AFFILIATED WITH THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM 

 
 
Rabbi Jonah Layman 
rjlayman@shaaretefila.org 
301-593-3410 X 102 
 

 

Hazzan 
Adina Klein Ackerman 
caackerman@sharetefila.org 
 

 

President 
Perry Sandler 
president@shaaretefila.org 
 

 

Director of Education &  
Programming 
Babette Cohn 
bcohn@shaaretefila.org 
301-593-3410 X 106 
 

 

Interim Executive Director 
 Jill Goldwater 
 jgoldwater@shaaretefila.org 
 301-593-3410 X 101 

MORNING MINYAN  
ON ZOOM 

 

 

SUNDAY, MONDAY AND THURSDAY  

AT 8:45 AM 

          Buy Scrip 
      Support Shaare Tefila 
 

For Information Contact Barbara Fink at 240-447-4665 or BEAS_FINK@VERIZON.NET 

All Shaare Tefila events, services and programs  
are now available at this ZOOM link  

unless otherwise indicated. 

 

Office Administrator 
Briana Porter 
bporter@shaaretefila.org 
301-593-3410 X 104 
 

mailto:rjlayman@shaaretefila.org
mailto:rjlayman@shaaretefila.org
mailto:caackerman@sharetefila.org
mailto:president@shaaretefila.org
mailto:bcohn@shaaretefila.org
mailto:jgoldwater@shaaretefila.org
hhttps://us02web.zoom.us/j/3026500395?pwd=QktRaUlqYzdqUDhJdVlkZG9BdDZMQT09#success
mailto:BEAS_FINK@VERIZON.NET
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3026500395?pwd=QktRaUlqYzdqUDhJdVlkZG9BdDZMQT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3026500395?pwd=QktRaUlqYzdqUDhJdVlkZG9BdDZMQT09#success
mailto:bporter@shaaretefila.org


PAGE 12 

The Shofar 

Tributes 
November 2021 

Thank You to Our Donors 

Andrea Z. Tilles Memorial Chesed Fund 
In Honor Of: 
Max Schwartz becoming a bar mitzvah 
Alan & Adriana Sandler 
Ami and Rita Frydman's grandson 
becoming a bar mitzvah 
Alan & Adriana Sandler 
Alan & Adriana Sandler's 
granddaughter, Maayan, becoming a 
bat mitzvah 
Jack & Bess Teller 
Ira and Ethel Levine's new 
granddaughter, Bailey Rose 
Lawrence & Ellie Alpert 
Ira and Ethel Levine's new 
granddaughter 
Steven & Marjorie Eiserike 
Howard and Marilyn Politzer's new 
grandchild 
Charlotte Potosky 
Alan and Adriana Sandler's 
granddaughter's bat mitzvah 
Charlotte Potosky 
Bernice Kisliuk's birthday 
Charlotte Potosky 
Marilyn Pontell's granddaughter's 
marriage 
Charlotte Potosky 
Sylvia Potash's 99th birthday 
Charlotte Potosky 
Ira and Ethel Levine's 50th anniversary 
and the birth of their granddaughter 
Charlotte Potosky 
Jules Fink's birthday 
Charlotte Potosky 
 
In Memory Of: 
Ralph Shapiro 
Debbie Shapiro Trupp 
Sonia Taylor 
Jay & Joyce Feinstein 
Leo Grenker 
Gershon & Diane Kieval 
Rae Paley 
Ira & Ethel Levine 

Rae Paley 
Julian Leidman 
Rae Paley 
Charlotte Potosky 
 
Speedy Recovery To: 
Florence Polinsky 
Charlotte Potosky 
Carl and Susan Sabath's son, Noah 
Charlotte Potosky 
 
Building Fund 
In Honor Of: 
Marjorie Fuhrman becoming president 
of the Seaboard Region Women's 
League 
Charlotte Potosky 
Marilyn and Howard Politzer's new 
grandson 
Audrey Haber 
 
In Memory Of: 
Melita Lichtenstein 
Ellen Reinach 
Albert Reinach 
Ellen Reinach 
Michael Reinach 
Ellen Reinach 
Jacob Lichtenstein 
Ellen Reinach 
 
D. Joseph Williamowsky Scholar in 
Residence Fund 
In Memory Of: 
Dorothy Greenland 
Arnold & Shoshana Greenland 
 
Education Fund 
In Honor Of: 
Birth of Andy and Marlene Sandberg's 
grandson 
Charlotte Potosky 
 
General Fund 
In Honor Of: 

Shirley Politzer's new grandson, 
Netanel 
Jack & Bess Teller 
Ethel and Ira Levine becoming 
grandparents 
Gary & Stacy Levine 
Max Schwartz's Bar Mitzvah 
Judith Platt 
Julian Leidman's 75th Birthday 
Stan & Fran Kensky 
 
In Memory Of: 
Fanny Loesberg 
Carol Brody 
Rae Paley 
Gary & Stacy Levine 
Herbert Samuel 
Jacqueline Samuel 
Anne Katz 
Lawrence & Ellie Alpert 
Rebecca Kornspan 
Melvyn & Sandra Kornspan 
Bradley Goldstein 
Morton & Ina Goldstein 
Anne Polinsky 
David & Florence Polinsky 
Isaac Eiserike 
Steven & Marjorie Eiserike 
Ruth Felcher 
Steven & Marjorie Eiserike 
Herbert Miller 
Steven & Marjorie Eiserike 
Henry Goldman 
Philip Goldman 
Maurice Potosky 
Charlotte Potosky 
Charles Futrovsky 
Frances Futrovsky 
Anna Solomon 
Helen Solomon 
Joseph Haber 
Audrey Haber 
Gilbert Beiser 
Judy Bresler 
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Tributes 
November 2021 

Thank You to Our Donors 

Arthur Bresler 
Judy Bresler 
Ruth Bresler 
Judy Bresler 
Freda Koen 
Judy Bresler 
Daniel Makoroff 
Marilyn Pontell 
Frances Cohen 
Robert & Ruth Cohen 
Leon Burka 
Sheldon & Denise Iskow 
Phil Bubes 
Sheldon & Ruth Rubin 
 
Speedy Recovery To: 
Mel Kornspan 
Jack & Bess Teller 
 
Machzor Dedication 
In Honor Of: 
Saul Cohen 
Seth Cohen 
Sherry Cohen 
Seth Cohen 
 
In Memory Of: 
Leon I. Eppel 
Shirley Liberman 
Leah S. Eppel 
Shirley Liberman 
 
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
In Honor Of: 
Max Schwartz's bar mitzvah 
Jeffrey Schwartz 
Mazel Tov to the entire Rosenberg 
family on the birth of Rose Lilah 
Jesse & Deborah Stiller 
Mazel Tov to the entire Levine family 
on the birth of Bailey Rose 
Jesse & Deborah Stiller 
Ilan's graduation from medical school 
Charlotte Potosky 
 

Jonah Layman 
Norman & Deanna Alpher 
In Memory Of: 
Karen Gross 
Anne Pelak 
Norman Stuppel 
Karyne George 
Sarah Stiller 
Jesse & Deborah Stiller 
Rae Paley 
Brad & Joy Salzman 
 
Siddur Dedication 
In Honor Of: 
Hy & Cilla Grosberg 
Ellen Beebe 
 
In Memory Of: 
Sigmund "Sig" Liberman 
Shirley Liberman 
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