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Counting the Omer?

As we know, every night now, near the conclusion of the
evening service, we count the “omer.” This ritual is based
on what is commanded in the Torah in the book of Leviticus, namely that on the second day of Passover a sheaf
(“omer” in Hebrew) of new grain is to be brought as an
offering to be elevated and waved in the Temple. Then we
count 50 days and at the conclusion of 50 days we observe
the holiday of first fruits – known today as Shavuot. Counting the “omer” as we do today in the evening service is
really a combination of remembering the sheaf of grain
brought once, and the counting that happened subsequently every night.
But why do we need to count? We aren’t told to count
the days from Shavuot to Sukkot (the first fruits to the Fall
harvest), nor do we count the days between any other holiday or sacred occasion. What is so special about the seven
weeks between Passover and Shavuot?
Originally the Israelites were farmers. In fact, the Torah
legislates for a people about to settle the land of Israel and
to till the soil. The holidays in the Torah are mostly described from an agricultural perspective (e.g. Passover is
the spring holiday, Sukkot celebrates the Fall harvest, etc.).
So, for the Torah, perhaps, the people would be counting
the days (seven weeks of seven days plus one day, highlighting the number seven) until the first fruits would be
harvested and brought as an offering. Perhaps the counting would highlight God’s role in nature and that God
would provide bountiful blessings if the people followed
the commandments.
Yet the counting also relates to the spiritual/historical
meaning of the holidays. Since the Temple in Jerusalem
was destroyed 2,000 years ago and we, the Jewish people
haven’t lived in Israel nor have we farmed the land, the
agricultural connection to the holidays is no longer relevant. It is important of course to maintain a connection to
the holy land of Israel, but it is even more significant to
connect spiritually and historically to the calendar. Fifty
days after our ancestors experienced the first Passover in
Egypt, they reached Mt. Sinai and experienced God’s revelation. The people witnessed God intervening directly in
their lives by freeing them from slavery and the people
witnessed God’s active presence at Mt. Sinai. The people
understood God as a power that controls human events
and as a power that transforms people’s spiritual lives.
(Cont’d on p. 6)

Some or all of what you read below may be old news to
you, but I’m going to take the opportunity in this column
to provide information on the background, decision process, and conclusions regarding our collaboration on
whether to re-open the synagogue for services, how many
people can attend, etc.
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT EVERY DECISION IS SUBJECT TO
CHANGE BASED ON GUIDANCE FROM THE STATE, THE
COUNTY, SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION, AND PLAIN OLD COMMON SENSE.
The first cases of Covid in Maryland (all in Montgomery
County) were reported March 5, 2020, at which time Gov.
Hogan announced a state of emergency; and on March
12, 2020 he issued an order banning all large gatherings. In
mid-March he issued an order closing dine-in restaurants
and certain other indoor activities. Further restrictions
were issued later that month. [As an aside, on February 22,
2020 I attended a fund raiser with about 300 people
(indoors) and Dr. Fauci was there as well!!]
Although Gov. Hogan unveiled a plan on April 24, 2020 to
gradually ease the coronavirus restrictions, on May 1, 2020
Rabbi Layman initiated a suggestion that we form an advisory committee regarding our policies on opening the
synagogue, etc.
A committee was formed which included several medical
professionals. And as they say, the rest is history.
Although there has been some guidance allowing religious institutions to conduct services both indoors and
outdoors, we have chosen to be extremely restrictive and
cautious. While gathering for religious services is extremely important, we have consistently chosen the safety of our
congregants and other attendees over the desire to attend
in-person services. You will certainly recall that last year’s
High Holiday services were entirely by Zoom, and speaking
personally, I think that they were a huge success!
But now the facts are changing, and more and more people have been vaccinated (not enough yet), and the committee has determined that with appropriate protocols, we
can open on a limited basis. Remember, all of these plans
are subject to revision as circumstances change. (See p. 5
for “Reopening” details)
(Cont’d on p.4)
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B’NAI/B’NOT MITZVAH AT SHAARE TEFILA
Cheyanne Feldman will become a Bat Mitzvah
on Shabbat, May 1, Parshat Emor
Cheyanne is currently a seventh-grader at Earle B. Wood Middle School. As with all public school kids,
she has spent the last 13 months at home doing 'everything.' Cheyanne has been very focused to do
well with both her Hebrew learning as well as her public school education and shows enjoyment as she
excels. She is a good-natured young woman that treats all with respect, empathy, and love. In her spare
time, she tutors younger children and bikes with her friends. For Cheyanne's bat mitzvah service project,
she taught virtual cooking classes to local children. The money raised from these classes went to K-9 Rescue to help pay for
doctor's appointments and other necessities for incoming dogs.
Cory Sepulvedo will become a Bar Mitzvah
on Shabbat, May 22, Parashat Naso
Cory is a 7th grader at Farquhar Middle School, is an avid basketball player, loves to boat and fish,
and is excited for his Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, May 22, 2021. Cory has an appreciation for contributing to the community in which we live and so for his mitzvah project he is asking friends, family,
and the Shaare Tefilah congregation to join him on Sunday, May 23rd, wherever they live - near or
far - to clean up their neighborhoods, parks, trails, and schools. He is hopeful that as a collective effort, each individual will recognize that his and her contribution makes a difference in local communities. Pictures of everyone’s participation would be greatly appreciated and should be sent to Corysbarmitzvah21@gmail.com.
Leah Marshall will become a Bat Mitzvah
on Shabbat, May 29, Parshat Be’haalotcha
Leah is currently a 7th grader at Hallie Wells Middle School and has been an honor roll student since
getting there. Her favorite subjects are French and Engineering. Leah loves playing softball on the
Damascus Havoc with her friends with whom she has been playing for the past three years. For her
Bat Mitzvah project, Leah will be raising money for local food pantries in the area. Leah misses seeing all her friends from Hebrew school. Her parents and three siblings are very proud of Leah and all
her hard work preparing for her Bat Mitzvah.

Virtual Comedy Night
Sunday, June 13, 2021 at 8:00 pm Shaare Tefila will be hosting another wonderful night of Virtual Comedy!
Check your email for Comedy Line Up and ways to
purchase your tickets.
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Bryan Goodman, Camp Director, has been a member of Shaare Tefila since 2007. He has worked with
children since 1995 and became a teacher in 2000. Bryan is currently a middle school science teacher at
McLean School in Potomac. Bryan has more than 10 years experience working at camps. He resides in
Olney with his wife, Laurin, and sons, Jordan and Elijah. He is looking forward to opening the “gates” to an
adventurous summer.
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SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE NEWS

CILLA GROSBERG

Contributor: Lisa Hedgepeth

VP membership
cgrosberg58@gmail.com

Shared Legacies
Spring has finally arrived and the feeling of a new beginning and Jewish Life after Covid are on the minds of all of
us. Hyman and I are planning our first road trip to go see
my sister Diane, niece Toni, and great niece Sara in West
Lafeyette, Indianna. No doubt as for many of you it has
been a challenging time (16 months) since we have been
able to see each other in-person. The anticipation of being
together to embrace, hug, hold each, and re-connect is
beyond what words can express. Of course we have all had
our 2 Covid vaccinations plus the 2 to 3 week post care
after the shot.
These feelings of coming together in-person and how
Jewish life will be at Shaare Tefila have also been on the
minds of Rabbi Layman, President Perry Sandler, Religious
VP Josh Lansky, their ad hoc committee, and our Board of
Directors. Active discussions and plans to begin having services, holiday celebrations, educational and social programs in the building are taking place. It is exciting and
hopeful to think that slowly, carefully, and safely when the
time is right our community will be able to come together
to pray/daven and celebrate Jewish life.
During the Covid pandemic our Shaare Tefila community/
family has stayed together through Zoom programs, services, online social gatherings, auxiliary programs, social
action films and programs, Makers and Bakers, adult education, Hebrew learning classes, small group/chavurah/
friendship circle gatherings, and comedy night events to
name a few. However the feeling of hope and in-person
gatherings are refreshing and uplifting to our souls and
mental health. Even when we return to in-house gatherings we will continue to use our virtual technology that
kept us connected to ensure that all congregants can stay
active within our synagogue and enjoy Jewish life cycle
events.
T he Membership committee has also begun to discuss
and plan (when the time is right) to have new “Meet and
Greets”, First Shabbat Dinner to welcome us all back to our
synagogue family, outreach programs, and open houses
for those seeking affiliation with an embracing and vital
synagogue such as Shaare Tefila. Share your experiences
with friends and family of how your synagogue family has
helped you get through the pandemic. Invite them to
online classes, programs, learning opportunities, and pure
social activities and hopefully soon invite them to inperson gatherings. We are hopeful that this new year
2021/2022 will bring us good health and growth to our
synagogue community.
I hope when the time is right for you, you will get your
Covid shot. It is the best way to fight Covid for you, your
family and community, to ensure that your pod will slowly
begin to open to see family, friends, and to attend synagogue events.
Stay healthy, safe, and connected.

Our partnership program with the
Round Oak Missionary
Baptist Church
continued April 20 th with a panel discussion about Shared Legacies, a film exploring the BlackJewish Alliance in the Civil Rights Movement. Members
had the opportunity to screen the film over a 5-day period
before the program.
Our panelists each spoke for several minutes and we
then answered questions from participants. On the panel
were Rabbi Abbi Sharofsky, Pastor Tim Warner, and Lisa
Weitzman, Exec. Producer/Co-Producer of Shared Legacies.
Rabbi Sharofsky is the Director of Intergroup Relations at
JCRC (Jewish Community Relations Council). She posed
some challenging questions for us to ask ourselves. Why
do we care about racial justice and what are we going to
do about it? She stressed the importance of truly listening.
Pastor Warner currently serves locally as Senior Pastor of
both the Emory Grove and Mill Creek Parish United Methodist Churches. He reflected on his personal experiences
within the Jewish community and shared a lot of wisdom
and practical advice for building a meaningful partnership
built on trust and understanding.
Lisa Weitzman joined us by Zoom from her home in New
York. In addition to co-producing the film, Lisa serves on
the Executive Committee of Spill The Honey, an organization committing to promoting human dignity as well as
advancing public awareness of both the Holocaust and the
Civil Rights movement. When discussing the importance
of alliances, she explained that her mother was hidden
and raised by a Christian family in Poland during World
War II.
Rabbi Layman facilitated the questions and comments
that followed and shared several inspirational insights.
His leadership has been instrumental to the success of this
partnership.
(President’s column cont’d)
I want to emphasize again that the decisions reached primarily take into consideration the health and safety of our
members and other attendees. The re-opening committee
members have consistently prioritized health and safety as
the first priority.
Because facts and medical guidance will undoubtedly
change in both the short-term and long-term, the decisions made so far relate to Shabbat services (in Shul for
Saturday/Zoom for Friday), and weekday morning services.
Although the High Holidays come rather early this year
(Rosh Hashanah Monday night September 6, 2021, Yom
Kippur Wednesday night September 15, 2021), we have
postponed making decisions about these services. We are
re-visiting that topic in the last two weeks of June.
Thank you for your understanding, and as always, please
contact me if you have any questions.
(plsandler@verizon.net or 301-424-4860). Thank you.
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REOPENING SHAARE TEFILA
. ֶשהֶ חֱ יָּנּו ו ְִקיְ מָּ נּו ו ְִהגִ יעָּ נּו לַזְ מַ ן הַ זֶה,בָּ רּוְך אַ ָּתה ה' אֱֹלהֵ ינּו מֶ לְֶך הָּ עֹולָּם
Praised are You, Lord our God, Sovereign of the universe, for keeping us alive, sustaining us and enabling us to reach this
day!
We are excited to begin offering in-person services at Shaare Tefila. In light of Covid-19, we want to create a safe space and do
our best to limit the spread of the virus and keep our members, guests, and the greater community safe.
We would like to welcome you to weekday morning minyan (Sunday, Monday and Thursday in the Grosberg-Baumgart Chapel)
beginning Sunday June 6 and to Shabbat morning services in the sanctuary beginning Shabbat June 12. If you cannot make it
in-person to these services then the weekday morning service will still be available on Zoom and the Shabbat morning service
will be available on livestream.
All other services - weekday evening and Friday evening - will continue on Zoom. Adult education classes also will continue
on Zoom for the foreseeable future.
The following procedures for in-person attendance have been developed by the Reopening Committee based on CDC guidelines, state and local rules, and expert medical advice. The following rules will be strictly enforced:
1. Fully Vaccinated:
All those who wish to attend services in-person must be fully vaccinated if they are 16 years of age or older. This means that
they must be at least two (2) weeks beyond the 2nd Pfizer or Moderna shot or at least two (2) weeks beyond the Johnson &
Johnson shot. This also applies to any future vaccine that may be authorized to be administered or to any booster shots that
may be mandated.
Fully vaccinated parents may bring their children who are not yet eligible for vaccination, currently those under the age of 16.
However, unvaccinated children must be masked if over the age of 2, remain with a parent/guardian while at Shaare Tefila,
and may not be in any part of the building without an adult.
2. Limited Attendance:
Attendance will be limited to twenty five (25) people at Shabbat Saturday morning services in the sanctuary. Fifteen (15)
people will be permitted at weekday morning services in the Grosberg-Baumgart Chapel. [Clergy, custodial staff, and the volunteer usher(s) are not included in these numbers.]
The number of permitted attendees will be revisited periodically.
3. Registration: For all services, participants must sign up in advance and every week, to keep gatherings small and enhance
our ability for contact tracing in the event of illness. No one should come to any event if he/she is ill or has been exposed to
Covid-19. No one subject to quarantine will be permitted to attend any Shaare Tefila event.
4. Face Coverings: All clergy, staff, and attendees, including children above the age of 2, must wear a mask/face covering
(without a respiratory valve) that covers nose and mouth at all times.
5. Distancing: If you come to an event with a family “pod” member, you and your family can be together, but you must remain at least 6 feet apart from all other participants.
6. Food Service: The kitchen is closed and there will be no food service at Shaare Tefila other than for specified events.
7. Hand Sanitizer: Please use hand sanitizer frequently, including upon entering the building.
8. Maintaining A Clean Space: We ask for your help to keep our space clean. Hand sanitizer and wipes will be available at all
services.
9. Other Logistics: We strongly encourage people to use restrooms before coming. Anyone who uses the Shaare Tefila facilities must wipe down the facilities after use, and we will have wipes available.
Please do not enter the office or other areas of the building.
10. Additional Information: Information about the High Holidays and Chavaya Religious School in the Fall will be forthcoming over the summer.
If you have further questions, please call the office.
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Contributor:: Adriana Sandler

SPARKS IN MAY
Contributor: Susan J. Rubenstein

Heartsick. Outraged. Enraged. Grief stricken. Incomprehensible. Unfathomable.
I search for words to come close to describe what is within
me and come up with but these adjectives. Two more
words: Daunte Wright. He is the most recent* unarmed
black man killed by a white police officer at a traffic stop.
He was ostensibly pulled over for an expired license plate
and a hanging air freshener (illegal in Minnesota). Immediately the rapid fire justifications for this shooting began: he
struggled in the process of arrest for an outstanding warrant
and ran. He was a 21 year old father of a toddler who called
his mother at the moment of his arrest. This unspeakable
deja vue happened during the Derek Chauvin trial for the
killing of George Floyd.
The unspoken ‘crime’ for which Daunte was killed: being
black. The unseen lethal ammunition: unconscious & implicit
bias and systemic racism. Let us name it for what it is.
I have needed two deadline extensions to complete this
piece, during which the trial verdict was delivered. That
night we were on Zoom with the Round Oak Baptist Church
discussing ‘Shared Legacies,’ and all that connects our two
communities: our deep desire to form a community of
brothers and sisters united in what we share and deepening
our understanding of the stark differences in our experience. After our meeting I felt within a flicker of hope, the
ember I hadn’t been certain was still within.
Then this morning came the news that shortly before the
Chauvin verdict came in another black child, 15 year old
Makiyah Bryant was shot and killed by police in Columbus,
Ohio.
What will it take to put an end to all the violence and systemic injustice and oppression that our country was indeed
built upon from the moment indigenous Native tribes were
slaughtered by settlers and slaves were brought here?
People of Color in our country have survived with netzach endurance and persistence.
Let the yearning energy within netzach pull us in the direction of cracking our hearts wide open now.

"Seder to ... ....

Go"0202

The Shaare Tefila Chesed Committee again this year facilitated the ordering of 40+ Kosher l'Pesach Seder dinners,
prepared by CustomKosher, including delivery of these
meals to the member's front door.
These dinners made the Sederim during the Pandemic
just a little bit easier and sweeter for its recipients.

------------------------------------------------------------*at the time of this writing.

From the Rabbi’s Study (cont’d)

When we count the omer, 3,000 years after our ancestors
had this powerful experience, we try to prepare ourselves
spiritually. We use the fifty days to slowly and deliberately
sanctify our lives. Each day we imagine that we are getting
closer so that by Shavuot we are prepared to experience
God’s revelation once again.
May we use these days wisely and may we be blessed with
God’s presence in our lives.
Rabbi Jonah Layman
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Linda Berns of CustomKosher, LLC & Trent, the
courier, with some of the Seder to Go boxes.
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CHAVAYA

Babette Cohn, Director of Education &
Programming
bcohn@shaaretefila.org
April was a busy month at Chavaya. We had over 50% of our families represented
at our Town Hall meeting. Thanks to everyone who attended. There was a lively discussion including feedback on proposed changes for the Chavaya schedule as well as
what has worked well or not worked well for our children this year. Thanks also go to everyone who responded to the
Chavaya Parent Survey that was sent to all parents to gather more feedback. Everyone’s comments will help to mold
plans for the 2021-22 Chavaya program and beyond.
At the Town Hall it was announced that after many meetings and discussions we have decided that we will not have a
joint religious school program with Beth Shalom Congregation in Columbia this fall. We will schedule some specific programs where we can bring children and families from both communities together, beginning with our Tashlich community gathering on September 12. That day will also be our opening day for Chavaya 2021-22. I am working with Rabbi Jonah
to figure out a park location where we can enjoy each other’s company in a safe environment. Details will be sent out
late this summer.
Our K-3rd grade students are in the middle of their last curricular unit for the year, Chesed/Loving Kindness. The children are exploring two elements during this unit:
The action - actually doing an act of chesed: In the Book of Ruth we read early in the narrative (1:16), after Naomi
begs that Ruth not follow her, Ruth says, “Do not urge me to leave you, to turn back and not follow you. For wherever
you go, I will go; wherever you lodge, I will lodge.” While Ruth knew that it would be better and easier for her to return
to her own family, she was aware that Naomi had no one else to support her.
The intention - reasoning behind the action: A true act of chesed goes beyond a good deed. Alan Morinis teaches,
“an act of chesed is defined as good done for another that goes beyond the dictates of justice, for the purpose and to the
effect of benefitting that other person.” The love and intention behind Ruth’s action, to follow Naomi and help take care
of her, is what truly made her decision an act of chesed.
Finally, I appreciate the chesed shown to me and my family as I focus on recovery from the neck surgery I had on April 19.
When you read this I will still be on medical leave but hope to be back with the community soon!
B’Shalom,

Babette

MINI MINYAN
An Interactive, Pre-Shabbat Experience
Led by Mara Lansky & Babette Cohn

WHO: Ages 0-7 and their adults
WHAT: Early Shabbat prayers, stories and songs
WHEN: Fridays 5:15 pm - 5:45 pm

Next Meeting: May 21

All Shaare Tefila events, services and programs
are now available at this Zoom link
unless otherwise indicated.
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Babette Cohn
Director of Education &
Programming
bcohn@shaaretefila.org

SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT
Jackie Benn
relaybenns@gmail.com

Our April event, a virtual tour of the Tenement Museum in
New York was very successful and well attended. People
were signing up within 24 hours of the event and there
were some who wanted to join the tour but forgot to sign
up in advance. We are hoping to have another event like
this next year at another location.
May has finally arrived. That means that the flowers are
blooming, the weekend rain is here, and Shavuot is just
around the corner. We are planning on showing a movie
just for Sisterhood members that is related to Knishes.
Stay tuned as more details will be coming out after we
have confirmed the date. May 23 will be a very busy day.
We will start out with our own Marjorie Fuhrmann being
installed as president of Seaboard Region for Women’s
League. The installation with start at about 1:00 pm via
Zoom. If you would like to get copy of the invitation please
email Jackie at relaybenns@gmail.com I will then be able
to send you a copy of the invitation. There is no cost but
you do need to register in advance. All congregants are
welcome.
Later that afternoon at 4:00 pm, we will have the Women’s Rosh Chodesh Circle with our very own Susan Rubenstein. All women are invited. Please RSVP in advance,
if possible.
Lastly, On June 14 we will have our 2021-2022 planning
meeting. All Sisterhood members are welcome. Please
send an email to relaybenns@gmailcom if you would like
to attend or if you have any suggestions that you would
like brought up on that evening. Remember no idea is too
small and each event would not be successful if we do not
work together.
Have a great Spring.

SHAARE TEFILA MAKERS AND BAKERS
EARTH DAY EVENT!
Contributor: Mara Lansky
What a fun time we had this month making our on mini
succulent gardens!
Over a dozen wonderful terrariums were created with
Mara Lansky leading the fun-filled group!
Be on the lookout for more exciting events coming up!
We'd love to have you join us!

We had many congregants join the Yom HaShoah program, Gathering, Meaning & Memory in early April. The
evening’s ceremony was quite moving and included sharing
of stories from children and grandchildren of survivors. On
the Sunday after Yom HaShoah we also had a group of
teens from our Chavaya program participate in the JCRC’s
Dor L’Dor conversation with Peter Feigl, a Holocaust survivor who shared his story with close to 100 people from
across the Maryland community.
Shavuot begins on the evening of Sunday, May 16th. We
invite you to join Rabbi Layman, Hazzan Ackerman, and the
community for an Erev Yom Tov service beginning at 6:30
pm, followed by morning holiday services at 9:30 am on
May 17 and 18.
When you read this I will be in the middle of recovering
from neck surgery I had on April 19. Thanks to everyone
from me and my family for the support we have received,
and especially to Adriana Sandler and the wonderful
Chesed committee for the delicious meal we received. I look
forward to being with you all soon!
B’Shalom,
Babette

Shavuot Schedule of Services
Sunday Evening, May 16
Beth Shalom & Shaare Tefila will join together for Tikun
Layl Shavuot
6:30 - Holiday Service
7:00 pm - Study sessions featuring Rabbi Susan Grossman,
Rabbi Jonah Layman and others on Zoom
More details coming soon.
Monday, May 17
9:30 am - Holiday Service will include Hallel
6:00 pm - Holiday Aternoon & Evening Service
Tuesday May 18
9:30 am - Holiday Service will include Hallel, selections
from the Book of Ruth and Yizkor
9:00 pm - Evening service and Havdalah
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Members of partner synagogues, register at no cost with discount code PARTNER.

What Should Zionism Look Like in an Era of a Confident and
Strong Jewish State?
Wednesdays at 8:00 pm
Collaborative Series Registration Link
Can the various flavors of Judaism’s enduring focus on the Land of Israel translate into a new Zionist ethos?
Join JTS, the RA, the Schechter Institutes and Ziegler for a collaborative ScholarStream series, in which teachers
representing each institution will explore these and other questions—re-examining some of Zionism’s key ideas,
moments, and challenges, from its earliest origins and into the 21st century.
5/5: Rabbi Prof. David Golinkin, “Religion and State in Israel: A Zionist Dilemma” (Schechter)
5/12: Rabbi Lauren Berkun, “Peoplehood, Pluralism, and the Meanings of Zionism for Diaspora Jews Today” (RA)

Coupon Code: OlneyApr21
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BUY SCRIP

Support Shaare Tefila

Contact the office at 301-593-3410 X101
CHESED COMMITTEE

DONATE A BOOK FOR USE AT SERVICES

Need a ride?

Please consider donating a book in memory of or
in honor of a loved one or in recognition of a
special life event.

Contributor: Adriana Sandler
Contact
Betty Balin 301-622-4354 or
Bernice Goldstein 301-384-1024

Contact Jonathan Cohen in the office.
301-593-3410 X 101

Need a meal?

Siddur $54
Machzor $36
Large Type Machzor $54

Contact
Ethel Levine 301-593-7041 or
Joyce Feinstein 240-428-1329

Need support?

Contact Rabbi Layman 301-593-3410 X102

MORNING MINYAN

NEED ASSISTANCE?

ON ZOOM

If you need any help at all, please don’t hesitate to reach
out to Rabbi Layman.
If a family member or another congregant is hospitalized or
needs help from the Shaare Tefila Community, please
notify the office or Rabbi Layman as soon as possible.

(301) 593-3410

SUNDAY, MONDAY AND THURSDAY
AT 8:45 AM

rjlayman@shaaretefila.org

MEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP ON ZOOM

SHAARE TEFILA
16620 GEORGIA AVE. OLNEY, MD 20832
301-593-3410

Wednesday, May 12 at 10:00 am

WWW.SHAARETEFILA.ORG

Discussion topic:
Jewish Prague

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM

Led by: Mark Kaufman
Rabbi Jonah Layman
rjlayman@shaaretefila.org
301-593-3410 X 102
Hazzan
Adina Klein Ackerman
caackerman@sharetefila.org
President
Perry Sandler
president@shaaretefila.org

Director of Education &
Programming
Babette Cohn
bcohn@shaaretefila.org
301-593-3410 X 106
Executive Director
Jonathan Cohen
jcohen@shaaretefila.org
301-593-3410 X 101

All Men Are Invited

WOMEN’S ROSH CHODESH CIRCLE
Led by: Susan Rubenstein
Click here for the Zoom link
Meeting Time Begins at 4:00 pm
(NOTE this special start time)
Rosh Chodesh Sivan - Sunday, May 23
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

MAY

JUNE

May 2: JTS Local Community Learning - Social Justice
May 6: First Thursday Coffee Hour
May 12: Men’s Discussion Group
May 13: Happy Hour
May 16: Erev Shavuot
May 17 - 18: Shavuot
May 23: Installation of Marjorie Fuhrmann as Seaboard Region President for Women's League for Conservative Judaism

June 3: First Thursday Coffee Hour
June 9: Men’s Discussion Group
June 10: Happy Hour
June 13: Comedy Night
June 16: Annual Meeting
June 21: Opening Day of Gates of Adventure Summer Camp

A Letter from JCADA
Thank you so much for participating in the Good Deeds Week & Beyond gift card drive for survivors of
power-based violence. Thanks to the generosity of your congregation we raised over $600 in gift cards
that can be put to use immediately to help clients with basic needs. JCADA and our clients are so grateful for your support. When the pandemic began, many of our clients and others were forced to stay at
home with their abusers. As things began to open up, calls to our helpline increased by 90% compared
to the year prior. We know that the need for our lifesaving services will only continue to increase as
we move towards a post pandemic world and we are so grateful for the support of our community which makes our work
possible.
If you did not have a chance to donate a gift card and are still interested please use this link to donate electronically. Please
enter the email jcada@jcada.org as the recipient email address.
Thank you again for supporting JCADA's clients and for helping them live a life free from violence. Todah rabah!
With Gratitude,
Jennifer Hirsch, MSW
Director, Strategic Engagement
Special shout out to
JCADA
Stephnie Buckberg
and Ethel Levine for bringing
JCADA's need to Shaare Tefila!
You ladies rock!

Yogurt Mashed Cauliflower Dish For Shavuoit
Ingredients
 2 heads of cauliflower (florets only)
 6 oz. container Greek yogurt
 2 Tablespoons butter
 3 Tablespoons grated Parmesan
 ½ to 1 Tablespoon minced garlic
 2 Tablespoons chopped onion
 2 to 3 chopped scallions for garnish
Salt and pepper to taste

Instructions
1. In a medium pot, bring the water to boil. Add the cauliflower
florets, cook for about 8 min. or until they are soft.
2. Drain the florets in a colander
3. In a food processor, combine the cauliflower with the yogurt,
butter, garlic, and minced onion, and pulse until smooth .
4. Add the salt and pepper to taste.
Immediately spoon the mixture into a serving bowl and mix in the
parmesan. Top with green onions and serve immediately.
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Tributes
March 1, 2021 - March 31, 2021
Thank You to Our Donors

Andrea Z. Tilles
Memorial Chesed Fund
In Memory Of:
Stan Smith
Alan & Adriana Sandler
Fred Trachtman
Alan & Adriana Sandler
Nancy Marshall
Maurice Alpert
Gershon & Diane Kieval
Paul & Sheryl Tilles
Ira & Ethel Levine
Sylvia Miller
Ira & Ethel Levine
Eric Kramer
Julian Leidman
Andrew Davis
Lawrence & Ellie Alpert

General Fund
In Honor Of:
Lanny Plotkin
Jack & Bess Teller
Ira Kolmaister's Blue Yarmulke
Award
Jack & Bess Teller
Melissa Felzenberg’s new home
Jack & Bess Teller
Peggy Slade's Granddaughter,
Rose's Bat Mitzvah
Jack & Bess Teller
Eli Goodman's Bar Mitzvah
Jack & Bess Teller
Barbara Harkaway's Special
Birthday
Saul & Sherry Cohen
Sylvia Potash's Special Birthday
Saul & Sherry Cohen

In Memory Of:

Building Fund
In Memory Of:
Herman Kensky
William Sumner & Nora
Helfgott

Charles Futrovsky
Endowment Fund
In Memory Of:
Herman Kensky
Jerome Leventhal

D. Joseph Williamowsky
Scholar-in-Residence Fund
In Memory Of:
Max Greenland
Arnold & Shoshana Greenland

Sophie Shuman
Anne Shuman
Oscar Schapiro
Beth Schapiro
Jack Rosenthal
Betty Rosenthal
Edythe Helfer
Donald & Carol Helfer
Bernard Helfer
Donald Helfer
Maurice Alpert
Marvin & Diane Schneider
Frieda Alpher
Norman & Deanna Alpher
Ernst Rothschild
Norman & Deanna Alpher
Daniel Alper
Stanley Alper
Frances Ranofsky
Stewart & Jane Saphier
Stan Smith
Francine Klein
Elaine Schenberg
Sylvia Love
Francine Klein
Heidi Wehring

Melissa Chudnow
Elaine Schenberg
Lillian Kessler
George & Marilyn Kessler
Arlene Cohen
Henry Hutter
Herman Kensky
Jay & Freda Krosnick
Charles Abramson
Jay & Freda Krosnick
Arnold Hagler
Jay & Rita Hagler
Miriam Ginsburg
Manny Ginsburg
Lawrence Sanders
Michael & Stefanie Levy
Roberta Freeman
Morton & Ina Goldstein
Joseph Waganheim
Morton & Ina Goldstein
Lawrence Cornfield
Alan Cornfield
Rosalie Goldman
Philip Goldman
Judy Freedman Braveman
Barbara Harkaway
Eric Beebe
Ellen Beebe
Frederick Swartz
Ila Swartz
Andrew Davis
Marilyn Pontell
Philip Aaronson
Rita Lehr
Fred Trachtman
Shirley Kohn
Helen Bomberg
Zisel & Lydia Sansanowicz
Eric Kramer
Marvin & Diane Schneider
Jack & Bess Teller

Speedy Recovery to:
Babette Cohn
Jack & Bess Teller
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Martin S. Halpern
Adult Education Fund
In Honor Of:
Birth of Rose Halpern's Great
Grandson
Rita Rubinstein

Nathan Rubinstein
Youth Fund
In Honor Of:
Ira Kolmaister's Blue Yarmulke
Award
Rita Rubinstein
Sylvia Potash's 99th Birthday
Rita Rubinstein

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund
In Memory Of:
Eric Kramer
Alan & Beverly Weinstein
Saul & Sherry Cohen
Maurice Alpert
Sam & Debbie Yedlin
Sylvia Love
Raymond Love
Stan Smith
Raymond Love

Siddur Dedication
In Memory Of:
Fred Swartz
Ila Swartz
Colleen Healy
Stuart & Judy Carroll

The Shofar
Shaare Tefila Congregation
301-593-3410
www.shaaretefila.org
info@shaaretefila.org

Rabbi
Hazzan
Rabbi Emeritus
Cantor Emeritus
President
Executive Director
Director of Education & Programming
Shofar Editor

Jonah Layman
Adina Klein Ackerman
Martin S. Halpern, z”l
Gershon E. Levin, z”l
Perry Sandler
Jonathan Cohen
Babette Cohn
Sara Miller

SHAARE TEFILA
16620 GEORGIA AVENUE
OLNEY, MARYLAND 20832

