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Rabbi Jonah Layman 
 
 

  Purim on Zoom 

PRESIDENT 
Perry Sandler 

I cannot believe that we will be celebrating the holiday 
of Purim,Thursday evening, February 25 and Friday, Feb-
ruary 26, on Zoom. Last year, Purim was the last time that 
we were able to gather as a community before the Covid 
restrictions began. We had our Purim carnival on Sunday 
March 8 and our Megillah reading on Monday evening 
March 9. It seems so long ago, and we can’t even imagine 
how so many of us could be in the building at the same 
time in such proximity! 

So much has happened this past year that thinking back 
to last Purim seems more like a decade ago. Forced into 
isolation, left to our own technological resources, we 
have had to make our way with Zoom and other technol-
ogy to keep on working, to see family and friends, to 
learn and to pray. Family members and friends may have 
contracted the virus and we have been in mourning for 
the lives taken from us. Our American society has been 
rocked by racial injustice and attacks on our democratic 
institutions, and we have had to show strength and resili-
ence to ensure that justice and freedom would prevail.  

We need Purim more than ever this year. We need the 
unbridled joy and revelry it brings to our lives. We need 
to dress up, literally and figuratively,  in order to escape 
reality. We need the hamantaschen and the gifts we ex-
change with one another to make our lives happier. But, 
as usual, we will have to do all this over Zoom. 

Yet, I am heartened by the message of the Book of Es-
ther this year. Most years I wonder what the book is 
even doing in the Bible. God’s name doesn’t appear in the 
book. The events described clearly could not have hap-
pened and have no historical basis in fact. So why do we 
need a fantasy story of a Jewish woman becoming queen 
of Persia and saving the Jews from Haman’s evil decree?  

The book is necessary because it serves to inspire us to 
action. Whether the Book of Esther is fact or fiction, it 
motivates us to fight for the rights of the oppressed. It 
forces us to be advocates for the downtrodden and for 
those whose rights are threatened. It forces us to remem-
ber the values and ideals we stand for and to stand up for 
them all the time.  

As we await our turn to get the vaccine and as we con-
tinue to gather on Zoom, may Purim bring us hope. May 
we see the day soon when we can be together again and 
celebrate all the holidays with joy.  

Happy Purim, 

 Rabbi Jonah Layman 

Dear Friends, 

By the time that you read this, I pray that a new era has 
started.  Actually, there will be several new eras that hope-
fully have started. More on that in a minute... 

I can’t help but add in my two cents about the disgusting 
display at the Capitol on January 6, 2021.  After watching 
many hours of live news coverage, it dawned on me that I 
hadn’t felt the way I did since September 11, 2001.  I re-
member back then just feeling nauseous, and that’s how I 
felt on January 6th.  I hope none of us ever has to witness 
again a spectacle like that. 

So, back to our new eras.  As you read this, a new admin-
istration will have been inaugurated and new leaders in-
stalled.  I know that I will feel an immediate sense of relief 
(but still wonder how it all happened).  I wrote to a few 
friends several days ago (probably Monday 1/11/21) that I 
finally had the sense that more people were speaking up 
that “the king has no clothes on.”  Refreshing.  I hope all of 
you are looking forward to the new sense of decency and 
respect that I hope will blanket our country. 

Another new era.  As I write this, the DC government and 
the Commonwealth of Virginia will have moved into new 
phases of vaccinating residents.  I truly hope that Mary-
land will be able to do the same shortly.  As the corona 
virus vaccine gets to more and more people, I look forward 
to resuming normal activities.  I know that it will take 
some time, and truly I’m impatient.  I guesstimate that I 
will be eligible to get my first vaccination by March 1 but I 
really hope that it’s sooner.  I actually wrote to Governor 
Hogan the other day expressing dissatisfaction with the 
protocols.  I did get a response, but it was boilerplate.  Oh 
well. 

I think back to all the things that I’ve missed, and realize 
that it could happen again.  No, I’m not scared that it’s 
likely, but I just want to make sure that in the future that I 
don’t take as many things for granted.  The first things that 
I will do is arrange to go to Long Island, NY and Gilbert, AZ 
where my grandchildren are.  One of my grandchildren 
only knows me via FaceTime, Zoom and Alexa. Most of the 
time she’d rather be FaceTiming with a neighbor’s dog!  I 
expect to have many lunches and dinners with friends and 
relatives and try to make up for lost time.  I hope that you 
will do so also. 

Stay safe. 
Perry 
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  SPARKS IN FEBRUARY 
  CONTRIBUTOR: SUSAN J. RUBENSTEIN 

Shevat Sparks  

Babette Cohn 
Director of Education &  
Programming 

bcohn@shaaretefila.org      
        PURIM IS COMING! 

Shehechiyanu for the arrival of Shevat!  The more my inter-
nal clock is set to the Jewish calendar, awareness increases 
for the opportunities in each month for spiritual growth.  In 
ancient times our tribe dwelled within the cycles of the 
seasons and what was available to grow or harvest.  We 
have to work more in modern times to foster our connec-
tion with our natural world, as our high tech lives can inter-
fere with it.  

Yet now in the midst of winter, we are given a golden op-
portunity to reconnect with nature during Shevat.  Sap is 
rising in the trees, though we cannot hear it.  Growth is 
happening underground too, though we cannot see it.  Our 
Torah makes many analogies between us and trees, such 
as:  

A person is like a tree of the field. (Deut. 20:19) 

He will be like a tree planted near water... (Jeremiah 17:8) 

…..like humans, trees have the power to grow. And as hu-
mans have children, so trees bear fruit. And when a human 
is hurt, cries of pain are heard throughout the world, so 
when a tree is chopped down, its cries are heard through-
out the world. (Rashi) 

Tu B’Shevat has become for me a beloved holiday.  It meant 
little more to me as a child other than receiving a small red 
box of raisins, a hard brown stick named by Hebrew School 
teachers as “bokser fruit” (carob), being told it was The 
New Year for the Trees.  

We gave tzedakah for planting trees in Israel.  Sadly no one 
helped me make the connection between this holiday and 
my young life, much of it spent outdoors in nature.  

I didn’t have the words then to describe the presence of 
Hashem in the diversity and the beauty of trees. Hashem 
first breathed life into Adam, and it is through the synergy 
between how trees and humans breathe that sustains us.  
That is reason alone to celebrate and honor our trees.  This 
Shevat every day I am outdoors in pandemic time is a bless-
ing.  Taking time to be grateful for walking; noticing daily 
small changes in Nature. Even briefly it pushes a reset but-
ton within.  

Yes, it has felt darker in our country especially in recent 
weeks. We may be feeling as if we are barren trees this 
winter.  Shevat is an ideal time to dig a bit deeper and tap 
our inner sap and cultivate some seeds of hope, of trust, of 
faith that can bloom within, come Spring.   And take heart: 
Adar will soon be here.  

 

Mishloach Manot Gift Pick Up, Sunday, 
February 21, 12:00 pm -  3:00 pm  

Sign-up here to receive your gifts for 
Purim from your friends at Shaare Tefi-
la. Pick up will be by the curb outside 
the building, similar to how it was orga-
nized for Chanukah. Be sure to let us 
know on the registration if you do need 
a delivery. 

 Megillah Reading and Service, 
Thursday, February 25, 7:30 pm  

Fulfill the mitzvah and join Rabbi Lay-
man, Hazzan Adina, the children of the 
congregation, and other readers to lis-
ten to the annual chanting of the Megil-

lah. We will be online, and in-between chapters there will 
be other moments of entertainment to help you celebrate 
the holiday. 

 Community Celebration, Sunday, February 28, Time 
TBD - information on additional Purim celebration opportu-
nities will be sent after the beginning of February.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Night of Sweet Laughter 10, Saturday, February 6, 7:15 pm 
Pre-Show Social, 8:00 pm Main Event - Be sure to get your 
$10 per person tickets on Chaverweb for our annual Come-
dy Night FUNdraiser. You may participate in a 50-50 raffle, 
and/or you can make a tax deductible donation at one of 
the following levels: $18 Open Mic, $36 Guest, $72 Fea-
tured and $108 Headliner. The raffle tickets, $5 for one, 
$20 for five, can be purchased through the donation cate-
gories in Chaverweb as well as the available donation lev-
els for this event. Questions? Contact Babette Cohn. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at these and other pro-
gram opportunities. 

 

B’Shalom, Babette 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/shalach-manot-gift-pick-up-tickets-136338525199
chaverweb.net/COALogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fCongregant%2fAccountStatus.aspx%3fkey%3dS22682041406&key=S22682041406
mailto:bcohn@shaaretefila.org
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Thursday,  February 25 at 7:30 pm  
Evening service and the reading of Megillat Esther. 

led mostly by our religious school students 
 

Friday, February 26 at 8:00 am  
Morning service will include the full reading of Megillat Esther. 

ARTS AND INTERIORS COMMITTEE REPORT TO THE CONGREGATION  

Fran Abrams, Fine Arts Committee 
 

As we enter 2021, the Arts and Interiors Committee would like to take this opportunity to review some accom-
plishments from past years and tell you about our goal for the coming year. First, we are pleased that we were 
able to install an attractive sign at the entrance to our driveway. The Committee also was responsible for the 

design and installation of the Yahrzeit board in the Grosberg-Baumgart Chapel. Small additions to the building also in-
creased its comfort and attractiveness. The folding tables in the chapel were replaced by a modern wood credenza. A 
bench was added to the Williamowsky Foyer. And another folding table in the sanctuary was replaced by a wood table. 
We also arranged for faux plants to be placed in the sanctuary and installed Hebrew lettering above the ark under the half
-circle window. Before the building closed for the pandemic, there were art exhibits in the Winer Family Gallery from Sep-
tember through June.  

One of our long-term goals has been and continues to be the addition 
of artwork in the sanctuary to add color and meaning to our experi-
ence in that significant space. Unfortunately, two proposals for art-
work have fallen through. In one case, the artist withdrew from par-
ticipation. Recently, the work of another artist was discontinued 
when we realized it was decorative but did not convey religious 
meaning. Some of you have asked when there will be art. We hope 
that we can make it happen in 2021. But we realize that whatever we 
put on the walls of the sanctuary will be there for many more years to 
come. Whatever we choose must be appropriate and inspiring. We 
look forward to continuing the work of improving our beautiful con-
gregational home. 

MISHLOACH MANOT 2021 FUNDRAISER 
PURIM IS THE EVENING OF FEBRUARY 25 & FEBRUARY 26 DAY. 
Coordinators: Cilla Grosberg, Babette Cohn, Stephanie Buckberg   
 
It's that time of year again already, and our  10th annual Mishloach Manot fundraiser, 
through Happy Purim is up and running. To place your order, if you have not done so already, Click Here.    

Orders can be placed beginning January 17 - February 19, 2021.       

Pick-Up Date: 
Please plan to pick up your Mishloach Manot Gift Bag on Sunday, February 21 between 12:00 pm & 3:00 pm outside at 
shul. Go online to indicate if you will pick up or need delivery of your gift bag.  

This is one of Shaare Tefila's biggest fundraisers, and we so appreciate your support. 

On behalf of our Purim Committee, we wish you a Hag Purim Sameach! 
 

Questions? Contact Stephanie. 

https://www.happypurim.com/shulinfo
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/shalach-manot-gift-pick-up-tickets-136338525199
mailto:%20pmjmine3@gmail.com
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CHAVAYA 
Babette Cohn, Director of Education &  
Programming 

bcohn@shaaretefila.org                 

             

Shaare Tefila's 

GAN KATAN! 
GAN KATAN PLAYGROUP GOES VIRTUAL 
Led by: Mara Lansky 
 

Who: Children preschool age and their parents 
What: play, story time, crafts and snack - Free 
When: Sundays , 9:00 am - 9:30 am 
RSVP to Babette Cohn or Cathy Plotkin 

February 21 
March 21 

April 18 

MINI MINYAN  
An Interactive, Pre-Shabbat Experience  
Led by Mara Lansky & Babette Cohn 
 

WHO: Ages 0-7 and their adults 
WHAT: Early Shabbat prayers, stories and songs  
WHEN: Fridays 5:15 pm - 5:45 pm 
 

RSVP On SignUp Genius While We Are Virtual 
 Questions? Contact Babette Cohn  

March 12      
May 21 

All Shaare Tefila events, services and programs  
are now available at this Zoom link  

unless otherwise indicated. 

As I sit down to write this we are getting ready to celebrate the ‘New Year of the Trees,’ Tu B’She-
vat, this year on the secular calendar, January 28 and always on 15th of Shevat on the Hebrew 
calendar. Additionally, by the time you read this, we will be preparing to celebrate Purim in late 
February. It is truly awesome how we can count on our cycle of holidays to continue, even during times of difficulty. Tu 
B’Shevat is a lovely holiday that provides many lessons on care for the environment and appreciation for the natural 
world. If you would like to learn more about it and about what is encompassed in a Tu B ’Shevat seder, check out this site 
from our friends at My Jewish Learning. 

At Shaare Tefila we are preparing for the festival of Purim. Mark your calendars for the reading of 
the Megillah on the evening of February 25. Children in grades four and up will participate in reading 
verses from the Book of Esther even though we are online this year. In between the chapters we will 
be offering some entertainment for you, so be sure to join us.  

During February, Kitah Alef & Kitah Bet continue to learn about G’vurah/Strength or Power and will 
connect the topic themes of Purim, including the strength and courage of Esther.  

Our almost monthly Junior Congregation services have been going well. Children of all ages are invit-
ed to attend, while those in grades 3-7 receive an attendance reward at the end of the year if they participate for four 
out of the five dates scheduled. The next one, on February 20, promises to be another engaging experience for your child/
children. Be sure to have them join us. 

Tot Shabbat services will be back on February 13 at 11:30 am. This gathering, led by Morah Mara Lansky, for children in 
preschool and those in early elementary grades,  is a great time for singing praying and fun!  

 

B’Shalom, Babette  

mailto:bcohn@shaaretefila.org
mailto:cathyp1130@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044ea9aa29a6fa7-mini
mailto:bcohn@shaaretefila.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3026500395?pwd=QktRaUlqYzdqUDhJdVlkZG9BdDZMQT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3026500395?pwd=QktRaUlqYzdqUDhJdVlkZG9BdDZMQT09#success
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/tu-bishvat-ideas-beliefs/


PAGE 5 

The Shofar 
SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE NEWS  
Contributor: Lisa Hedgepeth 

Update from Social Action 

CILLA GROSBERG 
VP membership 
cgrosberg58@gmail.com 

As remote learning continues, the education gap in 
Montgomery County between students with resources 
and those without is widening dramatically. Already disad-
vantaged, low-income, predominantly black and brown 
students are among the most severely impacted groups.   

Through a grassroots effort by a coalition of parents, 
childcare providers, non-profit and public organiza-
tions, Educational Enrichment & Equity Hubs are now op-
erational in 40 locations throughout the county. These 
Hubs provide safe, supervised, internet-stable distance 
learning spaces for low-income, predominantly minority 
children. What started with 52 students in September 
2020 reached nearly 855 students by November, and now 
nearly 1,500 students have registered for the Winter/
Spring 2021 semester. 

Shaare Tefila “adopted” a HUB at Highland Elementary 
School.  Our efforts have provided headphones for 52 stu-
dents and additional monies raised have gone toward the 
scholarship fund. There are additional expenses at each 
site, and there is still a critical need to fund these HUBS. 
We will continue to support this effort with your 
help.  Please send checks to the synagogue, made payable 
to Children’s Opportunity Fund.  

Also, please use this link to contact members of the 
Montgomery County Council and Board of Education to 
urge them to continue funding these critically needed 
HUBS. 

https://www.jcouncil.org/form/advocate-continued-
funding-educational-enrichment-equity-hubs-montgomery
-county 

 

 

At Shaare Tefila and as a country, we were all so happy to 
say goodbye to a most challenging and difficult Covid-19 
pandemic year of 2020 and welcome in the New Year of 
2021.  This new year focuses on renewal and hope with the 
arrival of the Covid-19 vaccine, new leadership in our coun-
ty and the hope that sometime this year we may be gather-
ing in person again. 

Our amazing Rabbi Layman and synagogue leaders contin-
ue to create a caring and meaningful environment for our 
community to strive to create, embrace and nurture rela-
tionships with each other personally, as a congregation and 
with our community, and YES, THIS WAS ALL DONE 
THROUGH VIRTUAL TECHNOLOGY! 

I am, as I am sure you are, grateful for this new means of 
communication called Zoom, for our congregation.  We 
have had an amazing year of services, holiday traditions, 
congregation meetings, committee meetings, education 
classes, chavurah “friendship group” gatherings and won-
derful social and social action programs.  Your support of 
all these opportunities have helped our synagogue family 
“stay connected.”  We have made new friendships, learned 
more about each other through this new virtual world and 
have had many interesting discussions and sharing of ideas.  

This new month of February, Adar on the Hebrew calendar, 
highlights two of Shaare Tefila’s important fundraising ef-
forts.  On February 6, 2021, Erev Super Bowl Sunday, we 
are hosting the “NIGHT OF SWEET LAUGHTER 10.” Yes, it is 
our 10th year of hosting this great night of entertainment.  
In past years we have hosted 250 plus guests in our Social 
Hall for this great evening with synagogue friends and 
guests.  This year we will do it again, but virtually, on 
Zoom!  Our comic line up is - headliner comic, Jay Black; 
featured comic, Kevin Israel and guest comic, Jeff Hysen.  
Irwin Loring of Kaleidescope Comedy will host the show 
once again.  Tickets are $10 each.  The evening will begin 
with a virtual social gathering before the show at 7:15 pm, 
followed by the show at 8:00 pm.  Most importantly, please 
consider donating at one of the many “giving” levels to ex-
press your support of Shaare Tefila and to help us achieve 
our goal of $5,000 for this event.  Shaare Tefila will be so 
thankful. Please see page 6 for the details. 

The Purim Mishloach Manot 2021 fundraising program is 
up and running.  You probably have received an email or 
letter from Stephanie Buckberg about sending Purim greet-
ings to your Shaare Tefila friends.  The membership com-
mittee and programming committee and many wonderful 
volunteers are busy behind the scenes creating Purim gift 
bags for every member.  Gift bags can be picked up on Sun-
day, February 21 between the hours of 12:00 pm and 3:00 
pm.  Members that cannot pick up their gift bags will have 
them delivered on the same day.  Please advise the office if 
you will be picking up your gift bag or if you need it deliv-
ered by clicking here.   

Please do your best to help support these two fundraisers 
and your synagogue family.  These funds help us continue 
to maintain the health of our building and provide syna-
gogue programs and educational opportunities for young 
and seasoned members. Thank you for your membership 
and support of your synagogue community. Stay connect-
ed, Stay healthy and be safe! 
Cilla Grosberg 

Jacob wishes to thank all congregants who supported his 
Mitzvah Project with donations and JoAnn Fabrics gift 
cards.  In the end, he made dozens of blankets and 
proudly delivered them to the Montgomery County Hu-
mane Society. He hopes the pets waiting for homes will 
be comforted by these snuggly 
blankets. 

 

JACOB LANSKY’S MITZVAH PROJECT: MAKING 
BLANKETS FOR SHELTER PETS 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/shalach-manot-gift-pick-up-tickets-136338525199
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Register for 

Comedy Night FUNdraiser 
Sweet Night of Laughter 10 

 

Shaare Tefila members purchase your tickets on ChaverWeb - $10 each.  

Community friends purchase your tickets on Eventbrite  - $15 each. 

Questions? Contact Babette Cohn 

We appreciate your past support and we look forward to seeing you at the show on February 6. 

chaverweb.net/COALogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fCongregant%2fAccountStatus.aspx%3fkey%3dS22682041406&key=S22682041406
chaverweb.net/COALogin.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fCongregant%2fAccountStatus.aspx%3fkey%3dS22682041406&key=S22682041406
mailto:bcohn@shaaretefia.org
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SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT 
Jackie Benn 
relaybenns@gmail.com 

How We Navigate Ethical Dilemmas and Reshape Rituals to Draw Us Closer to God 
 

Join members of the CJLS as they take us through four teshuvot (responsa)  
that have recently been passed by the law committee. 

 

When: Tuesdays: 8:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

 

January 26: Rabbi Nina Beth Cardin and Rabbi Avram Israel Reisner on Sustainability 

February 2: Rabbi Micah Peltz on Vaccination 

February 9: Rabbi Pamela Barmash on Birkat Hamazon 

February 16: Rabbi Jeremy Kalmanofsky on the Abbreviated Amidah 

 

The deadline to register for a given session is 11:00 am on the morning of the session. You will receive a Zoom link upon regis-
tration. To register for free apply Coupon Code: OlneyJan21. 

 

CLick here to Register.  

January was a jam-packed month for Sisterhood and hopefully everyone will find February to be just the same. I personally 
am excited that some of our members who are 75 or older are now able to get the Covid -19 vaccine. Hopefully that means 
we will all be able to come together before long, thinking optimistically maybe even as early as June. I know not to count 
my chickens before they hatch. We all need to be patient.  
 
On Tuesday January 19 we had our first social hour with breakout rooms. Everyone who attended enjoyed being able to 
talk to her friends as if they were sitting right next to her. We will have our next social hour on Tuesday, February 16, 7:0 0 
pm - 8:00 pm. This will be a free event for all paid-up Sisterhood members. So put the date on your calendar.  
 
On Saturday, January 30, we had our first Sisterhood bingo game. This event was free to all Sisterhood members and we 
gave out prizes to the winners. We are hoping to have another bingo night coming soon. If you missed the first one, please 
send in your dues so you will be able to join us at the next bingo night. Please contact Audrey Haber for information about 
joining the Shaare Tefila Sisterhood. 
 
Keep an eye out for other social events in March. If you have an idea for an event and/or are willing to assist with the 
event, please let me know at relaybenns@gmail.com. 
 
Sisterhood is not my group or the Board’s group. The more people coming up with ideas or projects the more each person 
will get out of the group. Since all of our events are on Zoom, there is no reason why one cannot do something from her 
own home. So no matter how old you are (98 years old) or very young (early 20’s) you will always have a group to call your 
own at Shaare Tefila Sisterhood. Please be safe, be kind and have fun.  

https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/2020-06/cjls%20sustainability%20teshuvah%20--final%20edit.pdf
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/2020-12/Vaccination%20and%20Ethical%20Questions%20Posed%20by%20COVID-19%20Vaccines%20-%20Final%20Jan%201%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/2020-12/Birkat%20hamazon%20final.pdf
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/2020-12/Birkat%20hamazon%20final.pdf
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/sites/default/files/abreviated-amidah-11.20.pdf
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/civicrm/event/register?id=1314
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Registration 

Member price:  
1 Session - $10 
2 Sessions - $18 
3 Sessions - $25 
 
Non-Member price: 
1 Session - $15 
2 Sessions - $27 
3 Sessions - $38 
 

Click HERE  

Shaare Tefila Cemetery Plots for Sale at  

Mount Lebanon Cemetery 
Shaare Tefila offers an option for Jewish burial with two sections of available plots at Mount Lebanon Ceme- 

tery in Adelphi, MD which are owned by our congregation.  Whether you opt for a marker or monument, our 

cemetery's prices are highly competitive with plots, starting as low as $940. In addition, 100% of all proceeds 

from the sale will go to Shaare Tefila Congregation.  Please contact, Jonathan Cohen, Executive Director, for more 

details.   

Beth Shalom’s Annual Author Series 

Co-sponsored with Shaare Tefila,  

our “sister shul” 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ehgvp3hof5545ca6&llr=kv59c5bab
mailto:jcohen@shaaretefila.org


PAGE 9 

The Shofar 

Yasher Koach 
We Kvell  

(We are delighted & proud) 
 

Mara Lansky - Educator & Shaare Tefila Member 
Yardena Sultan-Reisler - Chavaya Teacher for 4 yrs. 

 

Were recognized at the  
Jewish Educators' Assembly 2021  

as "Teachers of Distinction" 
 

Click HERE for the Tribute Journal 

(Check out p. 50) 

WOMEN’S ROSH CHODESH CIRCLE 
Led by: Susan Rubenstein 
Click here for the Zoom link 
 

Meeting Time Begins at 3:00 pm 

Rosh Chodesh Adar - Sunday, February 21  

Rosh Chodesh Nisan - Sunday, March 21  

Rosh Chodesh Iyyar - Sunday, April 25   

Rosh Chodesh Sivan -  Sunday, May 23  

                 
 

                           FEBRUARY 

February 2: Scholar Stream Lecture 
February 4: First Thursday Coffee Hour 
February 6: Night of Sweet Laughter 10 
February 7: Meet the Author 
February 9: Scholar Stream Lecture 
February 10: Men’s Discussion Group 
February 11: Shaare Tefila Social - Happy Hour 
February 16: Scholar Stream Lecture 
February 21: Women’s Rosh Chodesh Circle - Chodesh Adar 
February 21: Pick up Purim gift bags 
February 25: Erev Purim (Megillah Reading) 
February 26: Purim (Megillah Reading) 
February 28: Community Celebration 

                     MARCH 

March 4: First Thursday Coffee Hour 
March 10: Men’s Discussion Group 
March 11: Shaare Tefila Social - Happy Hour 
March 14: Meet the Author 
March 21: Women’s Rosh Chodesh Circle - Chodesh Nisan 
March 27: First Passover Seder 

MORNING MINYAN  
ON ZOOM 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, MONDAY AND THURSDAY  

AT 8:45 AM 

MEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP ON ZOOM 
 

Wednesday, February 10 at 10:00 am 
 

Discussion Leader:  
Ami Frydman 

Topic: The Iran Nuclear Deal 
 

All Men Are Invited 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

http://jewisheducators.org/PDF-Flip/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82110178422?pwd=Y2wxYjFyNnY3UW5wR2p6emY5ZDZBdz09
hhttps://us02web.zoom.us/j/3026500395?pwd=QktRaUlqYzdqUDhJdVlkZG9BdDZMQT09#success
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NEED ASSISTANCE? 
 

If you need any help at all, please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to Rabbi Layman. 

If a family member or another congregant is hospitalized or 
needs help from the Shaare Tefila Community, please 
notify the office or Rabbi Layman as soon as possible.  

(301) 593-3410        rjlayman@shaaretefila.org 

DONATE A BOOK FOR USE AT SERVICES 

Please consider donating a book in memory of or  
in honor of a loved one or in recognition of a  
special life event.  
 
Contact Jonathan Cohen in the office. 
301-593-3410 X 101 
 
Siddur $54 
Machzor $36    
Large Type Machzor $54 

CHESED COMMITTEE 
Contributor: Adriana Sandler 
 

Need a ride?  
Contact  
Betty Balin 301-622-4354 or  
Bernice Goldstein 301-384-1024  
 

Need a meal?  
Contact  
Ethel Levine 301-593-7041 or  
Joyce Feinstein 240-428-1329 
 

Need support?  
Contact Rabbi Layman 301-593-3410 X102  

SHAARE TEFILA 
16620 GEORGIA AVE.   OLNEY, MD 20832 

301-593-3410    WWW.SHAARETEFILA.ORG 
AFFILIATED WITH THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM 
 
 
 
 
Rabbi Jonah Layman 
rjlayman@shaaretefila.org 
301-593-3410 X 102 
 

 

Hazzan 
Adina Klein Ackerman 
caackerman@sharetefila.org 
 

 

President 
Perry Sandler 
president@shaaretefila.org 
 

  

 

Director of Education &  
Programming 
Babette Cohn 
bcohn@shaaretefila.org 
301-593-3410 X 106 
 

 

Executive Director 
 Jonathan Cohen 
 jcohen@shaaretefila.org 
 301-593-3410 X 101 

BUY SCRIP 
Support Shaare Tefila 

Contact the office at 301-593-3410 X101 

The celebration of the 2020 Blue Yarmulke Awards for the 
Seaboard Region of the Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs 
was postponed last March due to Covid restrictions. In its 
place, a virtual awards program will take place on the 
evening of February 21, 2021. Shaare Tefila member, Ira 
Kolmaister, who was chosen to be the recipient of the 
Blue Yarmulke Award in 2020 will be honored at that Feb-
ruary event. Those people who purchased tickets to at-
tend the brunches at Beth Emeth and/or Beth Israel in 
March 2020 as well as club leaders, honorees, and people 
who placed a tribute ad, will be sent the link to join the 
event when it is available. 

We continue to recognize and thank all of our previous 
Blue Yarmulke MVPs. 

If you have questions about tributes, registration or tick-
ets please contact cohen.vic@verizon.net. 



PAGE 11 

The Shofar 



PAGE 12 

The Shofar 

 

 



PAGE 13 

The Shofar 

Tributes 
December 1, 2020 - December 31, 2020 

Thank You to Our Donors 

Andrea Z. Tilles  

Memorial Chesed Fund 
In Honor Of: 
 Chesed Committee 
 David Mendick & Naomi Yadin-  
  Mendick 
 Judith Beiser 
 Dan & Susan Marders' New    
  Granddaughter, Hannah 
 Jack & Bess Teller 
 Gershon & Diane Kieval 
 Larry & Ellie Alpert 
 Judith Blickstein 
 Hazzan Adina 
 Elaine Schenberg 
 

In Memory Of: 
 Daniel Makoroff 
 Alan & Adriana Sandler 
 Elaine Stein 
 Julian Leidman 
 Mark & Marjorie Fuhrmann 
 Richard & Wendy Abraham 
 Carol Helfer 
 Alan & Adriana Sandler 
 Ann Connell 
 Elaine Stein 
 Ira & Ethel Levine 
 Helen Solomon 
 Paul & Lenore Kelner 
 Elizabeth Stein 
 Elaine Stein 
 Sarah Kieval 
 Gershon & Diane Kieval 
 Leo Grenker 
 Gershon & Diane Kieval 
 Seth Tilles 
 Rabbi Robert & Ruth Layman 
 
 

Building Fund 
In Honor Of: 
 Shaare Tefila 
 David Mendick & Naomi Yadin-  
  Mendick 
 Kantzers Move to DC 
 Jack & Bess Teller 
 Max Kantzer on his retirement 
 Jack & Bess Teller 

In Memory Of: 
 Daniel Makoroff 

 Audrey Haber 

 

General Fund 
In Honor Of: 
 Shaare Tefila  
 Andrew & Diane Green 
 Andrew Feldmann & Sharon  
  Bender 
 George & Marilyn Kessler 
 Arnold & Shoshana Greenland 
 Elaine Schenberg 
 Ronald & Gayle Miller 
 Ronald & Joan Delovitch 
 David Mendick & Naomi Yadin-  
  Mendick 
 Hy Grosberg's Chanukiah 
 Jack & Bess Teller 
 Joel Friedman 
 Fred & Nancy Goldfinger 
 Shaare Tefila clergy and staff! 
 Marvin & Sylvia Levy 
 Phil and Joyce Schneider's first  
  Grandson 
 Rita Rubinstein 
 Sylvia and Marv Levy's 60th  
   Anniversary 
 Saul & Sherry Cohen 

In Memory Of: 
 Eitan Frydman 
 Ami & Rita Frydman 
 Carol Helfer 
 Ann Loeb 
 Marilyn Tublin & Eric Tublin 
 Jim & Meredith Friedman 
 Jay & Joyce Feinstein 
 Jack & Bess Teller 
 Saul & Sherry Cohen 
 Joseph Golfer 
 Anne Golfer 
 Esther Golfer 
 Anne Golfer 
 Edward Kisliuk 
 Bernice Kisliuk 
 Julius Marcus 
 Charles & Barbara Marcus 
 Abraham Levin 
 Charles Levin 
 Daniel Makoroff 
 Saul & Sherry Cohen 
 Sam & Debbie Yedlin 
 Marvin & Diane Schneider 
 Robert Alpher 
 Norman & Deanna Alpher 
 Frances Alper 
 Stanley Alper 
 Florence Wagner 
 George & Marilyn Kessler 

 Robert Green 
 George & Marilyn Kessler 
 Sig Liberman 
 Gerald & Marcia Feldman 
 Lawrence Ernst 
 Julian Rosenberg & Zella  
  Shabasson 
 Anne Katz 
 Lawrence & Ellie Alpert 
 Samuel Shapiro 
 Liane Lunden 
 I. David Shein  
 Linda Shein 
 Frederick Cohen 
 Marilyn Cohen 
 Pauline Slotnick 
 Michael & Judy Goldberg 
 Sam Slotnick 
 Michael & Judy Goldberg 
 Ann Sanders 
 Michael & Stefanie Levy 
 Jeanne Weisberg 
 David & Florence Polinsky 
 Jerrold Simon 
 Jules Fink 
 Bella Goldman & Irving Lipsky 
 Philip Goldman 
 Joseph Harkaway 
 Barbara Harkaway 
 Selma Shachter 
 Barbara Harkaway 
 Aaron Solomon 
 Helen Solomon 
 Sam Stein 
 Lois Seigel 
 Joseph Haber 
 Audrey Haber 
 Daniel Scher 
 Ila Swartz 
 Leon Burka 
 Phyllis Burka 
 Sheldon & Denise Iskow 
 Bella Apatoff 
 Rabbi Robert & Ruth Layman 
 Sol Bass 
 Rita Lehr 
 Frances Cohen 
 Robert & Ruth Cohen 
 Dora Kline 
 Robert & Ruth Cohen 
 Maurice Saposnekoo 
 Sophie Cozier 
 Frances Goldfine 
 Stanley & Sandy Feinstein 
  

 Joel Waganheim 
 Zelick & Carol Waganheim 
 Michael Waganheim 
 Zelick & Carol Waganheim 
 Louis & Fannie Waganheim 
 Zelick & Carol Waganheim 
 
 

Harold Fink Israel Quest Fund 
In Memory Of: 
 Daniel Makoroff 

 Barbara Fink 

  
 

Large Machzor Dedication  
 In Memory Of: 
 Carol Helfer 
 Holy Family Foundation 
 
 

Nathan Rubinstein  
Youth Fund 
In Honor Of: 
 Rita Rubinstein's Birthday 
 Ellin Wolfand 
 Saul & Sherry Cohen 

In Memory Of: 
 Daniel Makoroff 
 Rita Rubinstein 
 
 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
In Honor Of: 
 Rabbi Layman 
 David Mendick & Naomi Yadin-  
  Mendick 
 Donald & Carol Helfer 
 Elaine Schenberg 
 Shaare Tefila Congregation 
 Benjamin & Elissa Wolf  
 
 

Siddur Dedication  
In Honor Of: 
Marvin and Sylvia Levy's 
 60th Anniversary 
 Lisa Gold 

In Memory Of: 
 Carol Helfer 
 Michelle Bowe 
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