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השופר   

  

FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY 
Rabbi Jonah Layman 
 
 

  Post COVID-19? 

PRESIDENT 
Perry Sandler 

As we bid farewell to 2020 - one of the deadliest years in 
history – we need to take stock. Last year at this time, no 
one in his/her wildest dreams could have predicted the 
devastation and tragedy that we experienced this past 
year. A pandemic that as of this writing has killed over 
320,000 people in the US; racial unrest; a wild presiden-
tial election – these are just some of the very traumatic 
events that affected our lives in profound ways.  

We, as human beings, are social creatures. We thrive, 
and in fact, need contact and stimulation from other peo-
ple. The isolation that Covid-19 imposed on all of us has 
had long lasting effects on our physical and emotional 
health. Our children’s schooling has been impacted, our 
livelihoods have been affected, our daily lives have been 
turned upside down. It has been a challenge to stay con-
nected with others, and though Zoom has been a lifesav-
er, it still pales in comparison to the hugs and kisses that 
we so sorely miss. 

With a vaccine in sight and a light at the end of this long 
and dark tunnel, we can begin to wonder what life will 
be like as we emerge from the pandemic. What will shul 
look like? What will our lives be like? How will we 
reestablish our relationships with our family and friends?  

Zoom has allowed us as a shul community to pray, so-
cialize and learn. Thanks to our devoted staff and volun-
teers we have been able to provide weekday and Shab-
bat services that are well attended and where we can 
“see” and “interact” with one another. We have provided 
adult education opportunities both in shul and from the 
broader Jewish community that you have attended. Our 
religious school, always on-line for one-on-one weekday 
Hebrew instruction, has been on-line on Sundays as well. 
We’ve been able to host comedy nights, Sisterhood 
events, Chavurah meetings. 

Clearly Zoom and the convenience it provides while we 
attend events from the comfort of our homes, is here to 
stay. We, as your shul leadership, need to develop a plan 
that will bring us back into the building while also allow-
ing people the Zoom options as well. Our religious com-
mittee, for example, will be meeting in January to discuss 
how services will be conducted post Covid. Will we go 
back to what it was – in person services that are 
livestreamed? Will we allow all services to be Zoom-ed 
and will we count people on Zoom in the minyan? Will a 
Zoom participant be allowed to lead a prayer, or will that 
honor be reserved for only those in physical attendance?  

(Cont’d p. 4) 

The Shaare Tefila Constitution calls for the President to 
report to the congregation once a year, at our annual 
meeting, on the state of the congregation.  (Article IX. Sec. 
a. Duties).  Our annual meeting usually occurs in May; but I 
thought that I should give this report now (as well as at our 
annual meeting). 

In no other place in our constitution does it explain what 
is meant by “state of the congregation.” Various dictionar-
ies define the “State of the Union” variously as 1) a report 
on the political issues that affect the country, 2) a report 
outlining the conditions of the country, and 3) many varia-
tions of these themes. 

Our constitution calls for “the state of the congregation.”  
Some might interpret that as purely economic. But that is 
not what I’m writing about today. 

What I’m writing about is our “union.”  OUR UNION IS 
STRONG.  We have demonstrated that in the past in many 
ways; particularly when we were nomads for over 6 years.  
The leaders of our congregation, as well as the members, 
showed amazing resiliency and dedication during those 
years.  AND WE’RE DOING IT AGAIN NOW! 

The corona virus has brought many challenges, and I con-
tinue to be amazed at how our congregation has respond-
ed so positively.  Our Religious Committee, along with Rab-
bi Layman, has adapted to our spiritual needs by conduct-
ing Shabbat services, minyans, and High Holiday Services 
via Zoom.  (Oh, those High Holiday services were amazing).  

Our Programming Committee and our Director of Educa-
tion & Programming, Babette Cohn, as well as many other 
volunteers continue to offer us interesting and meaningful 
activities and programs.  Here are a few of those; 

  High Holiday gift bags 

  Chanukah gift bags 

  Comedy Nights 

  Social Action committee activities 

  Happy Hour Zoom get-togethers. 

I’m sure that I’ve left something out, and I probably 
should have named names.  But frankly, I don’t know the 
identity of all that helped orchestrate these activities.  
THEY JUST DO IT!  And I am extremely grateful that our 
synagogue is made up of such wonderful, giving folks. 

So I hope that you agree with me when I say that OUR UN-
ION IS STRONG. 

Thank you. 
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Babette Cohn 
Director of Education &  
Programming 

bcohn@shaaretefila.org              

Happy New Year! I hope you were able to join us for some 
or all of our many Chanukah programs in December. Every 
part of the Shaare Tefila community had the opportunity to 
celebrate the holiday with friends, from nightly candle light-
ing led by families who volunteered to lead the blessings on 
Zoom to the Community Chanukah Celebration with Renée 
Brachfeld and Mark Novak, plus other programs inbe-
tween.  

Much thanks goes to Cathy Plotkin, Hyman & Cilla Gros-
berg, and Jonathan Cohen for working with me to plan and 
execute what was our first, official in-person program since 
the middle of March, “Let the Light Shine: Community Me-
norah Lighting” on the 8th night of Chanukah. In spite of the 
snowstorm that hit the area the day before, many congre-
gants gathered in our parking lot, staying socially distant in 
their cars, as we lit the chanukiyah/Chanukah menorah built 
by Hyman. 

 January 11 at 1:00 pm: ongoing Mondays - Join Rabbi 
Jonah on this spiritual and educational trip through the 
Jewish calendar. We will explore and learn about Shabbat, 
the holidays, prayer, Jewish concepts and Jewish law as the 
year progresses so that we will gain better insight into what 
it means to be Jewish. 

 January 24 at 4:00 pm: Makers & Bakers: Fruit Pies - 
Join Mara Lansky and work on your pie making skills just in 
time for Tu B’Shevat! Mara will focus on creating pies that 
are decorated; you will discover how making something 
that looks complicated is really quite easy. Register here 
and you will receive the recipes and list of supplies for the 
session! 

 Monthly Coffee and Happy Hour Gatherings continue 
on Thursdays, led by Rabbi  Layman. Sunday adult education 
programs will continue online in January too. 

Members of our community shared a few laughs on De-
cember 24 with ‘Kosher Style Comedy 7: Jewish Hams Tell-
ing Jokes’. The show was a great time for all who attended, 
especially since we could not go out to a movie theater! 
Thanks to the tireless efforts of Cilla Grosberg, these online 
comedy shows have served as wonderful opportunities to 
bring people together to enjoy a low-key event and raise 
money for Shaare Tefila at the same time. Sadly, due to the 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic, we will not be holding our 
annual Comedy Night event in early February. If you want to 
support Comedy Night and other programs in the future, 
please consider making a donation to the synagogue. 

B’Shalom, Babette 

Some of the signs produced by participants at the December  
workshop: 

Makers & Bakers: Jewish Signs For The Home  

Preparing the Chanukah Gift Bags 

All Shaare Tefila events, services and programs are  

now available at this Zoom link unless otherwise 
indicated. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/makers-bakers-decorated-pies-tickets-132854813323?utm_campaign=post_publish&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_content=shortLinkNewEmail
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3026500395?pwd=QktRaUlqYzdqUDhJdVlkZG9BdDZMQT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3026500395?pwd=QktRaUlqYzdqUDhJdVlkZG9BdDZMQT09#success
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CILLA GROSBERG 
VP membership 
cgrosberg58@gmail.com 

As many of you, I too am happy to say goodbye to 2020 and welcome in 2021.  This past year was a year of unknowns 
and many challenges due to the Covid pandemic.  We started our new year with cheer and hope after we had finished cel-
ebrating Rabbi Layman and Lenore’s 25th anniversary with our Shaare Tefila community.  We were enjoying and planning 
out the year with many in-house programs as well as having another successful Comedy Night fundraiser and then the Pu-
rim Carnival.  Then the world as we knew it came to a halt due to the pandemic.  Schools and businesses were forced to 
shut down, people worked remotely, and new technology (Virtual/Zoom) experiences came into our life.  We are still 
Zooming services and programs but 2021 brings much hope and promise.  The Covid vaccine has begun to be administered 
in the U.S. and our hopes are that we will be gathering again to socialize, learn and pray in our synagogue before the start 
of 2022. 

December 2020 was a packed month with multiple Chanukah programs.  Thank you to Babette Cohn, Education and Pro-
gramming Director and Cathy Plotkin, Programming VP, for arranging such wonderful events for our community.  Member-
ship was happy to coordinate, support and distribute Chanukah gift bags to 235 members.  Thank you to Rabbi Layman 
who stood for 4 hours in the cold handing out gift bags to members curbside.  The smiles on peoples ’ faces to see Rabbi 
Layman were “priceless” and his was beaming right back at them.  In addition, a special thank you to the volunteers 
(elves), Ellie Alpert (and her LW volunteers), Mara Lansky, Sherry & Saul Cohen, Fran Kensky, Ethel Levine, Ken Libby, Stu-
art Carroll, Paul & Sheryl Tilles, Jay & Rita Hagler, Jackie & Dan Benn, Eric & Lori Marshall, Ellen Beebe, Babette Cohn, 
Cathy Plotkin, Jonathan Cohen and Hyman Grosberg,  who helped deliver gift bags to those members who could not 
come to the building. 

Yes, 2020 is over and although Covid put us thru a spin it has also made us appreciate and be grateful for the simple 
things in life.  We have our health, we have learned to cope in the most difficult of times and we came closer together as a 
community.  We have hope in our hearts and we are sharing it by lifting each other up in time of need.  We are blessed to 
be part of this wonderful synagogue family.   

Stay connected, join in on virtual services, programs,and your friendship circles (Chavurahs).  Wishing you and your 
loved ones a Healthy, Happy and Safe New Year!  

 

 

On December 17,the last night of Chanukah, Shaare Tefila hosted our first "Let the Light Shine, a community menorah lighting 

event.  Rabbi Layman conducted the ceremony, lighting our new giant Chanukah menorah with members young and old. Although the 

weather was a little chilly all gathered outside the synagogue as well as on Zoom and were warmed by the lights of our new chanukiah. 

Thank you to Hyman Grosberg for building this beautiful new Chanukah menorah for our community. May our community host many 

more Chanukah celebrations with our new Chanukah menorah. 
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CHAVAYA 
Babette Cohn, Director of Education &  
Programming 

bcohn@shaaretefila.org                 

             

Shaare Tefila's 

GAN KATAN! 
GAN KATAN PLAYGROUP GOES VIRTUAL 
Led by: Mara Lansky 
 

Who: Children preschool age and their parents 
What: play, story time, crafts and snack - Free 
When: Sundays , 9:00 am - 9:30 am 
RSVP to Babette Cohn or Cathy Plotkin 

February 21 
March 21 

April 18 

MINI MINYAN  
An Interactive, Pre-Shabbat Experience  
Led by Mara Lansky & Babette Cohn 
 

WHO: Ages 0-7 and their adults 
WHAT: Early Shabbat prayers, stories and songs  
WHEN: Fridays 5:15 pm - 5:45 pm 
 

RSVP On SignUp Genius While We Are Virtual 
 Questions? Contact Babette Cohn  

January 22     March 12       
May 21 

Happy New Year! As we begin 2021, our amazing education program continues to serve 
the children of Shaare Tefila online, keeping them engaged in learning the values of our 
people. 

Kitah Alef & Kitah Bet begins their unit on G’vurah/Strength or Power in January. If you would like to learn more about 
what the La-Bri’ut curriculum that K-3 grades is following for this school year, and the G’vurah unit in particular, please 
take a look at this entertaining video. Classes in grades 4-7 continue studying middot/values as they relate to Jewish 
families, as well as connecting observance of holidays and accompanying rituals.  

There have been some Chavaya staff changes on Sundays. In November Mikayla Elk began teaching Kitah Alef with the de-
parture of Liron Stern. Eitan Isser, who taught Kitah Dalet in 2019-20 and moved up with those students to Kitah Hay this 
year, graduated from the University of Maryland on December 20 and left his position as a teacher with us. He will be 
missed by his students, but Jacquelyn Leffel, who co-taught with him since September, is taking over in teaching the class 
and has built a wonderful rapport with the 7th graders since she began.  

Earlier this year I received the certification of Conservative Jewish Educator (CJE)  from the Jewish Educators Assembly 
(JEA), of which I am a member and recently installed Board member. The description of this credential from the JEA is as 
follows:  

The Conservative Jewish Educator credential was introduced to recognize select educators for attaining a standard of 
achievement in the field of Conservative Jewish education. The goal of this certification is to recognize those elite educa-
tors who have achieved the highest professional standards of our organization and profession, as a mark of honor, and to 
encourage ongoing professional development among our colleagues.  Individuals must have advanced formal education, at 
least five years of administrative experience, a demonstrated commitment to Conservative Jewish education, contributions 
to the field such as curriculum or program development, projects; and/or continued academic learning.  

I am proud to have earned this certification and to be part of the JEA leadership . The thing I miss most about seeing the 
children of Shaare Tefila in person is spending time with and being inspired by them.  

I hope that my commitment to Jewish education for the entirety of our community is apparent in my work with you. Please 
consider making a contribution to the JEA if you would like to honor me. Information can be found here. 

B’Shalom, 
Babette 

(“From the Rabbi’s Study” cont’d) 

All these questions and more will now be our focus as we adapt to the new reality. Our goal has always been to pro-
vide opportunities for Jewish growth through the relationships we develop. Shaare Tefila will always be the place to meet 
all people searching for spiritual growth and, by developing relationships, grow together.  

We pray that 2021 will be a year of health, safety and spiritual growth.  
 

Rabbi Jonah Layman 

mailto:bcohn@shaaretefila.org
mailto:cathyp1130@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044ea9aa29a6fa7-mini
mailto:bcohn@shaaretefila.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejnbYzHORXI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.jewisheducators.org/
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NEED ASSISTANCE? 
 

If you need any help at all, please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to Rabbi Layman. 

If a family member or another congregant is hospitalized or 
needs help from the Shaare Tefila Community, please 
notify the office or Rabbi Layman as soon as possible.  

(301) 593-3410        rjlayman@shaaretefila.org 

CHESED COMMITTEE 
Contributor: Adriana Sandler 
 

Need a ride?  
Contact  
Betty Balin 301-622-4354 or  
Bernice Goldstein 301-384-1024  
 

Need a meal?  
Contact  
Ethel Levine 301-593-7041 or  
Joyce Feinstein 240-428-1329 
 

Need support?  
Contact Rabbi Layman 301-593-3410 X102  

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE NEWS  
Contributor: Lisa Hedgepeth 

EXCITING PARTNERSHIP! 

After the murder of George Floyd this summer, the Social 
Action Committee has concentrated the bulk of our 2020-
2021 focus on racial justice.  Earlier this fall, Babette Cohn 
facilitated a powerful series of discussions on Ibrahm X 
Kendi’s “How to be an Anti-Racist.”   

There is so much work to be done and sometimes it’s 
overwhelming to know where to begin.  Recently, Rabbi 
Layman, Babette Cohn and I attended a virtual 3-day con-
ference on racial justice through a Jewish lens.  It was in-
spiring and informative.   

To be effective allies and activists, we must first be truly 
educated about the history of race in America and genu-
inely understand the insidious, historical existence of rac-
ism in every major American institution.  

We have recently partnered with a local Baptist Church.  
Our partnership will not be about religion.  We are two 
faith-based organizations, one predominantly black and 
one predominantly white, collaborating to learn, share, 
form relationships and work together in the community.   

Our first joint program will focus on the history of race in 
America and will be facilitated by the Equal Justice Initia-
tive (www.eji.org).   This event will be virtual and in honor 
of MLK Day in January. Exact date and time will be deter-
mined soon, with registration information to follow.   

Stay tuned …. 

HEADPHONE HUB SUCCESS! 

In November, we started a fundraiser for the Children’s 
Opportunity Fund, which manages the Education and Equi-
ty HUBS, providing distance learning space for MCPS stu-
dents who have neither internet connection nor parental 
supervision at home during the school day. 

Through the Social Action Committee, our synagogue 
“adopted” a HUB of 52 students at Highland Elementary 
School. Our first goal was to raise $1,040 to provide head-
phones for each student.  There are 13 students in each 
classroom (x 4 rooms), supervised by an adult who trou-
bleshoots and supervises the children who are each in his/
her own virtual classroom, from K-12.  

The program runs from 8:30-5:30 each day, with activi-
ties, meals and snacks provided before and after instruc-
tional hours.  The cost per child is $1,000/month. Public 
funding from MCPS is lagging way behind the need.  Pri-
vate donations have helped to cover costs.  Even when 
MCPS funding does come through, it will not cover all 
costs as the program continues to expand to add more 
schools and students in need.  

At some point, MCPS may begin a hybrid format, with 
schools open to “in person” learning every other week.  
Under that plan, the HUBS should be able to remain in 
place during the “off” weeks, and tuition would be re-
duced to $500/month/child.   

We are thrilled to report that our initial fundraising ef-
forts raised nearly $1,300 from ~25 generous donors.  
Contributions ranged from $18-$100.  Thank you all! Each 
and every donation made a difference!   

We’ve now connected with the children at the Highland 
Elementary HUB and would like to continue to do what we 
can.  As such, our fundraising efforts will be ongoing.  As 
long as there is a need, the Social Action Committee has 
pledged to partner with the Children’s Opportunity Fund 
and Highland Elementary.  We will keep our fundraiser 
“open” until the pandemic is no longer preventing kids 
from attending school in person.  Our donations will go 
toward the scholarship fund that covers the $1,000/
month/child cost to attend the HUB. 

Give what you can, if you can.  Checks should be made 
payable to Children’s Opportunity Fund and mailed to 
Shaare Tefila/Social Action.  We hope to share stories 
from the Highland HUB and will keep you updated on our 
fundraising progress throughout the remainder of the 
school year and beyond, if necessary. 
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SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT 
Jackie Benn 
relaybenns@gmail.com 

Happy New Year all. I hope you are all doing well and had a good Chanukah this year even if we could not spend it with 
all of our family, including our synagogue family. January will be a very busy month for Sisterhood with many ways to 
come together.  

We want to give our Sisterhood members a chance to talk via Zoom in breakout rooms.The first meeting will be on Tues-
day, January 19 at 8:00 pm. All Sisterhood members will receive the link for this event which is free for all Sisterhood 
members. We are hoping that this will be a monthly event. If you are not familiar with “breakout rooms,” it is a way to 
visit with a few other people on Zoom in private rooms.   

On Saturday, January 23 at 7:00 pm we will have our first Zoom bingo. The fee is five dollars for Sisterhood members 
and seven dollars for non-members of Sisterhood. If payment is sent via US mail then send it to Jackie Benn directly. 
The  payment needs to be received no later than Wednesday, January 20. Payment can be sent directly to Sisterhood ’s 
Venmo account. Please contact Jackie Benn-relaybenns@gmail.com - for details on how to make a payment to Sister-
hood. Once your payment is received, the link to the Bingo event will be sent to you.The payment through Venmo will 
need to be received by Friday, January 22 at 5:00 pm. 

Our Women’s Rosh Chodesh Circle, a very popular program, is open to all women. No preparation is needed. Just come 
with an open mind and courtesy to others. The next session will be on Sunday January 24 at 3:00 pm.  

Lastly, If you would like to be a member of Sisterhood, it’s not too late to join. Please complete the registration form 
that appears on pg. 7 and send the completed form along with your check to Audrey Haber.  

 

 

 

 

  

In mid-fall Beth Adler, formerly Director of the Gates of Discovery Preschool here at Shaare Tefila, was presented with farewell 
gifts from Shaare Tefila in appreciation of her ten years of service to our community.  The Tree of Life aptly represents Beth's 
nurturing of our youngest children, planting seeds of knowledge and character to guide them through life.   

CATHY PLOTKIN 
VP Programming 

Mementos representing the 
classes in the preschool 
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SHAARE TEFILA SISTERHOOD 

MEMBERSHIP for July 2020 - July 2021 

 

 

JOIN OUR SHAARE TEFILA SISTERHOOD!!!  

Shaare Tefila Women = Fun, Community, Caring B'Yachad, Togetherness!  

***************************************************************************************** 

PLEASE FILL OUT THIS FORM AND MAIL IT WITH YOUR DUES TO AUDREY HABER at the address be-

low 

NAME: ___________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________  

 

HOME ADDRESS:____________________________________  

 

TELEPHONE/MOBILE NUMBER:______________________________ 

 

PLEASE SELECT YOUR DUES LEVEL: 

$45.00 Regular Membership __________ 

$60.00 Patron Membership __________ 

$36.00 Senior Membership (ages 70+) ________  

$55.00 Senior Patron (70+) __________ 

 

 

DUES ARE ACCEPTED BY CHECK, MADE PAYABLE TO: 

SHAARE TEFILA SISTERHOOD 

PLEASE MAIL THIS MEMBERSHIP FORM AND YOUR DUES TO: 

SHAARE TEFILA SISTERHOOD 

c/o AUDREY HABER  

15000 Pennfield Circle Unit 204 

Silver Spring, MD 20906 

 

Jackie Benn, President 

Audrey Haber, Financial Secretary, ahaber@verizon.net  
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Registration 

Member price:  
1 Session - $10 
2 Sessions - $18 
3 Sessions - $25 
 
Non-Member price: 
1 Session - $15 
2 Sessions - $27 
3 Sessions - $38 
 

Click HERE  

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ehgvp3hof5545ca6&llr=kv59c5bab
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WOMEN’S ROSH CHODESH CIRCLE 
Led by: Susan Rubenstein 
Click here for the Zoom link 
 

Meeting Time Begins at 3:00 pm 

Rosh Chodesh Shevat - Sunday, January 24  

Rosh Chodesh Adar - Sunday, February 21  

Rosh Chodesh Nisan - Sunday, March 21  

Rosh Chodesh Iyyar - Sunday, April 25   

Rosh Chodesh Sivan -  Sunday, May 23  

                JANUARY 

 
 

January 7: First Thursday Coffee Hour 
January 10: Meet the Author 
January 13: Men’s Discussion Group 
January 14: Shaare Tefila Social - Happy Hour 
January 19: Sister Event - ”Let’s Talk” 
January 23: Sisterhood Event - Bingo 
January 24: Women’s Rosh Chodesh Circle - Chodesh Shevat 
January 24: Makers & Bakers 
January 28: Tu B’Shevat 
 

                           FEBRUARY 

February 4: First Thursday Coffee Hour 
February 7: Meet the Author 
February 10: Men’s Discussion Group 
February 11: Shaare Tefila Social - Happy Hour 
February 21: Women’s Rosh Chodesh Circle - Chodesh Adar 
February 25: Erev Purim (Megillah Reading) 
February 26: Purim 

MORNING MINYAN  
ON ZOOM 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, MONDAY AND THURSDAY  

AT 8:45 AM 

MEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP ON ZOOM 
Wednesday, January 13 at 10:00 am 

Discussion Leader:  
Ron Weber, former voice of the Washington Caps  

Topic: THE HISTORY OF THE CAPITALS.  
 

All Men Are Invited 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82110178422?pwd=Y2wxYjFyNnY3UW5wR2p6emY5ZDZBdz09
hhttps://us02web.zoom.us/j/3026500395?pwd=QktRaUlqYzdqUDhJdVlkZG9BdDZMQT09#success
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Upcoming Event in the Greater Washington D.C. Community 
 

B’nai Israel of Rockville, Maryland, has partnered with Director, Peter Hutchison, to help publicize his important movie 
called, Healing from Hate, which examines the root causes of hate group activity through the bold work of those battling 
intolerance on the front lines, including “Life After Hate,” an organization founded by former Skinheads and neo-Nazis. 
Documenting hatred in America, Healing From Hate follows these reformers in their work to de-radicalize white nation-
alists, and heal communities torn apart by racism. 

B'nai Israel is graciously sharing this opportunity with the greater Jewish community and has arranged for week -long 
screening opportunity, from January 4-11, culminating with a discussion on January 12 by Meredith Weisel of the Anti
-Defamation League.  There is a nominal charge of $6 per household to screen the film.   

Information about the film and discussion can be found HERE  

Please direct any questions to Jill Gendelman 

 

 

New Class With Rabbi Layman 
"A Journey Through the Jewish Year" 

Meeting weekly beginning on 

Monday, January 11, 2021 1:00 pm-2:00 pm 
 

Join Rabbi Jonah on a spiritual and educational trip through the Jewish calendar. Explore and learn about Shab-
bat, the holidays, prayer, Jewish concepts and Jewish law as the year progresses. Gain better insight into what it 
means to be Jewish. 

HARMONY HILLS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Contributor: Cathy Plotkin 
 
Thanks to the generosity of Sisterhood members we were 

able to buy toys for 16 children at Harmony Hills Elemen-

tary School.  These are some of the gifts that were bought 

to help bring holiday cheer to 8 families from one of the 

poorest schools in our county.  Thank you so much for your 

support!      

ENVIRONMENTALISM AND TU B’SHEVAT 

For environmentalists, Tu B’Shevat is an ancient and 
authentic Jewish connection to contemporary ecologi-
cal issues. The holiday is viewed as an appropriate oc-
casion to educate Jews about their tradition’s advoca-
cy of responsible stewardship of God’s creation, mani-
fested in ecological activism. Tu B’Shevat is an oppor-
tunity to raise awareness about and to care for the 
environment through the teaching of Jewish sources 
celebrating nature. It is also a day to focus on the en-
vironmental sensitivity of the Jewish tradition by 
planting trees wherever Jews may live. 

 

Learn more about planting trees on Tu B’shevat.  

Click HERE 

 

 

(myjewishlearning.com) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yjTlAtTrf_wyREWELzVNmmj4su2tG3BO/view?usp=sharing
mailto:Bnailibrary@bnaiisraelcong.org
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/eco-judaism-renewing-tu-bishvat/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/planting-trees-for-tu-bishvat/
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Shaare Tefila Cemetery Plots for Sale at  

Mount Lebanon Cemetery 

Shaare Tefila offers an option for Jewish burial with two sections of available plots at Mount Lebanon Ceme- 

tery in Adelphi, MD which are owned by our congregation.  Whether you opt for a marker or monument, our 

cemetery's prices are highly competitive with plots starting as low as $940. In addition, 100% of all proceeds 

from the sale will go to Shaare Tefila Congregation.  Please contact, Jonathan Cohen, Executive Director, for 

more details.   

Scenes From Some of our “Zoomed” activities this past month 

mailto:jcohen@shaaretefila.org
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Tributes 
November 1, 2020 - November 30, 2020 

Thank You to Our Donors 

Andrea Z. Tilles  

Memorial Chesed Fund 
In Honor Of: 
 Paul Tilles 
 Susan Sorrells & Mike Sorrells 
 Milt & Susan Goldsamt's 55th   
  Anniversary 
 Milton & Susan Goldsamt 
 Chesed Committee 
 David & Florence Polinsky 
 

In Memory Of: 
 Ralph Shapiro 
 David Shapiro 
 Mindy Tilles 
 Jay & Joyce Feinstein 
 Milton & Susan Goldsamt 
 Carol Helfer 
 Julian Leidman 
 Paul & Sheryl Tilles 
 Seth Tilles 
 Milton & Susan Goldsamt 
 Goldie Ronis 
 Richard & Wendy Abraham 
 
 

 

Building Fund 
In Memory Of: 
 Donald Jacobs 

 Audrey Haber 

 Carol Korotkin 

 Audrey Haber 

 Daniel Makoroff 

 Richard & Wendy Abraham 

 

  

General Fund 
In Honor Of: 
 Jonah's 6th Birthday. 
 Adam & Rachel Glaser 
 Marv & Sylvia Levy’s 60th  
  Anniversary and Marv's 85th  
  Birthday 
 Jack & Bess Teller 
 Rabbi Robert Layman on his  
   Bar Mitzvah Anniversary 
 Steven & Margie Eiserike 
 Gary Levine’s 65th Birthday 
 Jack & Bess Teller 
 
 

 

In Memory Of: 
 Sally Salamy 
 Betty Rosenthal 
 Herbert Samuel 
 Jacqueline Samuel 
 Sonny Schiff Herson 
 Larry Fishbein 
 Goldie Ronis 
 Max Kantzer & Patricia Greene 
 Michael & Anita Froehlich 
 Mindy Tilles 
 Michael & Anita Froehlich 
 Seth Tilles 
 Michael & Anita Froehlich 
 Rita Norken 
 Michael & Anita Froehlich 
 Jack & Bess Teller 
 Bradley Goldstein 
 Morton & Ina Goldstein 
 Anne Polinsky 
 David & Florence Polinsky 
 Henry Goldman 
 Philip Goldman 
 Anna Solomon 
 Helen Solomon 
 Ruth Bresler 
 Judith Bresler 
  

 Irene Ullmann 
 Monica Friedman 
 Sami Mendick 
 Philip & Sharon Pohl 
   

Speedy Recovery to: 
 Jay Feinstein 
 Saul & Sherry Cohen 
 
 

Machzor Dedication  
 In Memory Of: 
 Sylvia Levine 
 Cathy Stern 
 
 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
In Honor Of: 
 Jules Fink's 92nd birthday 
 Milton & Susan Goldsamt 
 Rabbi Robert Layman’s 75th  
  Bar Mitzvah Anniversary &   
  recognition at Shabbat services  
 Rabbi Robert & Ruth Layman 

Shaare Tefila Friends, 
The Social Action Committee has been involved in numerous projects throughout this pandemic plagued year and there 
are always additional ways that members can add their voice and become involved in our work.  

Some of you may have seen this story in the paper about another local immigrant family torn apart through deportation. 
In this case, the deportation involved a father who has been in this country for two decades, ran a business, and support-
ed his family. That family now has no means of support and will no doubt need help to pay for rent, groceries, and medi-
cal care. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/public-safety/maryland-immigrant-deported/2020/12/07/0678c202-30d1-11eb-
96c2-aac3f162215d_story.html? 

Our Jewish faith is built on many things and one of those foundations is welcoming the stranger. In addition, many of us 
hold memories of family members who were not allowed into our country when they were trying to escape death and 
violence in Europe before and during World War II. The way our country has treated refugees and immigrants in recent 
years is one that has left a lasting stain that will be hard to erase.  

After reading this story, one of our committee members contacted our Maryland Congressional Representative, the Con-
gressman who represents the neighboring district where this family lives, local State Senators and Representatives, and 
both of Maryland’s two US Senators, registering disagreement with our government ’s policy and inquiring about what 
Maryland residents could do to help this family and work to get the children ’s father back home.  

The authors of the news article were also contacted and they suggested contacting CASA of Maryland, one of many immi-
grant groups who work with immigrant families in need of financial and legal help (such as HIAS, IRC, KIND, etc). CASA has 
established a fund for this family. 

We know this is the season when we are all bombarded with requests for donations and financial help, but we wanted to 
share the article with our faith community to see if anyone else may be inclined to help and/or contact their elected offi-
cials about changing a policy that divides families and still separates children from their parents. If you have specific que s-
tions, you can email Barry Polisar, one of our Social Action Committee members, at Barrylou@Barrylou.com 

 
The Social Action Committee 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/public-safety/maryland-immigrant-deported/2020/12/07/0678c202-30d1-11eb-96c2-aac3f162215d_story.html?
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/public-safety/maryland-immigrant-deported/2020/12/07/0678c202-30d1-11eb-96c2-aac3f162215d_story.html?
mailto:Barrylou@Barrylou.com


PAGE 13 

The Shofar 



The Shofar 
Shaare Tefila Congregation 

301-593-3410 
www.shaaretefila.org  
 info@shaaretefila.org 

 
 

 
Rabbi Jonah Layman 
Hazzan Adina Klein Ackerman 
Rabbi Emeritus Martin S. Halpern, z”l 
Cantor Emeritus Gershon E. Levin, z”l 
President Perry Sandler 
Executive Director Jonathan Cohen 
Director  of Education & Programming Babette Cohn 
Shofar Editor Sara Miller 

SHAARE TEFILA 

16620 GEORGIA AVENUE 

OLNEY, MARYLAND 20832 

 

 

 


