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FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY 
Rabbi Jonah Layman 
 
 

 “Don’t Let the Light Go Out” 

PRESIDENT 
Perry Sandler 

Years ago, Peter, Paul and Mary wrote a song which in-
voked the memory of the Maccabees. We all know the 
story of Chanukah – the holiday which marks the victory 
of the Jews (led by the Maccabees – the children of Mat-
tathias, the High Priest in Jerusalem) over Antiochus and 
his Syrian-Greek army over 2,100 years ago. Antiochus 
had decreed that the Jews forgo all public displays of 
Jewish identity and that the Jews must not study Torah. 
He defiled the Temple in Jerusalem by making it a place 
of idol worship. Mattathias and his family rallied the Jew-
ish community and miraculously led the Jews to victory. 
Not only was the Temple restored (symbolized by the jar 
of olive oil that lit the menorah for 8 days), but Jewish 
culture and social justice were reinstituted in the land of 
Israel. 

The Maccabees have served as inspiration for anyone or 
any people fighting for justice and freedom. Anyone 
forced under the hand of tyranny or any society caught 
under the leadership of dictators or demagogues look to 
the Maccabees, among others, as inspiration to rise up in 
protest.  

Peter, Paul and Mary were known for their folk songs in 
the 60s and 70s that spoke of social justice and peace. 
It’s not surprising – especially since Peter Yarrow is Jew-
ish – that Chanukah would provide material for a song. In 
“Don’t Let the Lights Go Out” we find this closing stanza:  

What is the memory that's valued so highly 
That we keep it alive in that flame? 
What's the commitment to those who have died 
That we cry out they've not died in vain? 
We have come this far always believing 
That justice would somehow prevail 
This is the burden, this is the promise 
This is why we will not fail!  

In these inspiring lyrics we find the need to connect to 
history and the power that a historical event has to moti-
vate us to action. As Jews we constantly look to past 
events to encourage us to act today. We remember the 
Exodus from Egypt and the revelation of God at Mt. Sinai  

(cont’d on p. 2) 

Dear Friends, 

Originally, I was going to write this article about a book 
that I just finished.  I decided to read it after seeing the 
movie version.  The book is “Just Mercy.”  Essentially it is a 
first-hand account of an attorney in the South who devotes 
his entire career to getting justice for poor and indigent 
convicts.  In many cases, people were freed from prison 
after many, many years for crimes they didn’t commit and 
sentences reduced for inmates who were convicted and 
sentenced to life when under 18 years of age.   

It was maddening at times to read about how some of the 
state Courts ignored facts in favor of process.  The same for 
our Supreme Court.  Equally appalling was the lack of re-
sources the various states allocated for defense of those 
arrested who had no means to pay for a qualified attorney.  

I really hope that we are moving beyond that as we enter 
2021.   

But, as I said, that’s not what I’m writing to you about 
today.  Although it’s very, very touchy to write about this – 
I’m going to try. 

The topic is estate planning.  And it’s never too early (or 
late) to do some.  When a loved one, or a friend, passes 
away without a will (or similar instrument), there can be 
disastrous results.  Estate planning is a very generic term.  
There are many, many aspects.  

Here are a few things to think about. 

Consider the married couple with young children.  If one 
of the parents passes away, the lack of life insurance could 
affect the children for the rest of their lives.  Or consider 
the surviving spouse who has no ability to manage financ-
es.  These are things that can get addressed even with a 
modest amount of estate planning. 

What about the descendants who don’t particularly get 
along with each other?  The amount of bickering and long
-lasting animosity towards one another can be awful; and 
sometimes it’s over who gets the lamp!! (True story). 

(cont’d on p. 3) 
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CILLA GROSBERG 
VP membership 
cgrosberg58@gmail.com 

  SPARKS IN OCTOBER 
  Contributor: Susan J. Rubenstein 

Mid-afternoon shadows already fall on the backyard; a 
few tenacious leaves hang on our cherry tree. These weeks 
of diminished daylight, always challenging, are feeling hard-
er this autumn during this ongoing time of pandemic and 
deep division within our country. During this dark time, 
Chanukah’s soon arrival is a balm to my soul which is seek-
ing light and miracles.   

A Kabbalistic teaching about Chanukah* begins with re-
minding us that Light was the first of Hashem’s creations. 
This mystical teaching explains that this is the Light of Clari-
ty of how everything in our Universe is interconnected, and 
that for 36 hours, Adam and Eve had this Clarity, this know-
ing, to utilize on their first full day, 24 hours. And then for 
the 12 hours of Shabbat….36. 

How many candles do we light during the 8 days of Chanu-
kah? (44 are in your box.) But actually, if we subtract the 
Shamus candle, the Servant/Helper, for the 8 nights, We 
are left with….36.  And every Chanukah, we are given ac-
cess once again to those initial 36 hours of clarity at our 
disposal. To look within, and ask: Do I have clarity about 
what matters most to me, and am I living each day accord-
ing to what I value?  

What if we chose to enter this teaching, and act “as if” we 
too are given this Clarity when we light our Chanukiah? 
Might we pause each night and take some moments to to 
consider how we might use this incredible gift given to us, 
and observe this mitzvah with more spiritual intention?  In 
this holiday associated with rededication, in this moment of 
time in our world, we are being called to cleanse impurities 
from our own hearts, so that we can rededicate ourselves 
to the ongoing work of repair and transformation so des-
perately needed.   

Nurturing holy sparks, kindling light in the darkness : these 
take on profound spiritual meaning when we remember 
that light is associated with chesed, Hashem’s abundant 
lovingkindness -- and that the first thing created, in the be-
ginning, was spiritual light. Our task is to purify our hearts 
so that Divine light can shine in and through us.  And be-
come like the Shamus candle – a Light in service to others.  

Chag Sameach. 

(*In honor of my teacher of Kabbalah, Rabbi Tsvi Tuchman,  

from whom I received this teaching.) 

(“From the Rabbi’s Study “cont’d) 

most of all and try to imagine the awe, the power and the 
transformation those events caused so that we can be sim-
ilarly moved today. 

We also hear in this song the need to advocate for social 
justice. Invoking memory is important but it’s useless if we 
aren’t moved to act. We can’t let others lead. We can’t as-
sume that others will fight for us. We need to be involved. 
We need to act. We need to have the Chanukah lights burn 
brightly inside of us. 

May this coming Chanukah be a season of light, 
justice and peace. 
 Rabbi Jonah Layman 

I hope each of you had a meaningful and grateful Thanks-
giving holiday.  Every year our community gathers with 
other communities of different faiths for the blessings we 
experience in our lives.  In the midst of this pandemic, 
Shaare Tefila hosted a wonderful Thanksgiving celebration 
on November 24.  Members came together to give thanks 
through prayers they wrote and the performance of songs 
that enriched our communitie’s holiday experiences.  
Thank you Rabbi Layman, Hazzan Adina and all of you who 
participated to make this virtual Thanksgiving so special.  

This has been a very challenging year for all of us and our 
synagogue community.  When the pandemic began last 
March, who would have thought that we would still be shut 
down and not participating in services in person.  However, 
I am so proud of our clergy, staff, Board of Directors and 
team of volunteers who are committed to providing VIRTU-
AL services, educational experiences, holiday celebrations 
and various programs that keep us connected to our syna-
gogue family.   

Chavurah groups continue to meet on Zoom bi-monthly.  
The new and seasoned friendships that are forming are 
priceless.  Each group defines what theme or subject it 
wants to discuss.  Keeping connected and learning from 
each other has brought joy and laughter to many chavurah 
member’s lives.   You don’t have to feel alone or isolated 
during Covid-19, and don’t give in to pandemic fatigue.  
Don’t give up. Know that your Shaare Tefila family is always 
here for you.  If you are not in a Chavurah group, contact 
Ellie Alpert, Sherry Cohen, Bess Teller or myself Cilla Gros-
berg we will be happy to place you in a Chavurah/
Friendship Group.   

Chanukah is just around the corner. I wish you all a won-
derful festival of lights holiday.  To help us all celebrate to-
gether, your Shaare Tefila family has FREE Chanukah gift 
bags for you. Curbside Gift Bag Pick Up date is Sunday, De-
cember 6, 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm.  Please RSVP to Babette 
Cohn and advise her that  you will come by to pick up 
your gift bag, and should you have friends or neighbors 
that you can deliver bags to, please advise.  Those bags not 
being picked up will be delivered by our wonderful volun-
teers.  In addition, mark your calendars for Shaare Tefila 
Community Chanukah Lighting Ceremony which will be on 
Thursday, December 17 at 5:30 pm in the Shaare Tefila 
parking lot. (See p. 6) 

Stay healthy, stay connected to your family, friends and the 
Shaare Tefila family community.  

 

Shalom and Happy Chanukah, 
Cilla Grosberg 

 

mailto:ellie.alpert@comcast.net
mailto:sherryrcohen@verizon.net
mailto:bessteller@verizon.net
mailto:cgrosberg58@gmail.com
mailto:cgrosberg58@gmail.com
mailto:bcohn@shaaretefila.org
mailto:bcohn@shaaretefila.org
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SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT 
Jackie Benn 
relaybenns@gmail.com 

Babette Cohn 
Director of Education &  
Programming 

bcohn@shaaretefila.org              

We had a fantastic Makers & Bakers: Jewish Signs for the 
Home DIY workshop with Hammer & Stain in Rockville on 
the Sunday before Thanksgiving. There were seven partici-
pants creating beautiful wooden signs for their homes, with 
some people creating gifts for others. Be sure to look for 
details on the next Makers & Bakers: Fruit Pies on January 
24, a few days before we celebrate Tu B’Shevat! 

Here are opportunities for you to connect with Shaare Tefila 
friends during the month of December. Plan to join us for 
Chanukah programming as well as a series of wonderful 
speakers: 

 The ScholarStream initiative on Hidden Histories and 
Untold Stories with JTS scholars at 8 pm continues on 
Tuesdays. Coming Up - Dec. 1: Dr. Sarah Wolf “How foreign 
the beit midrash would feel to the early Rabbis.” Finally, on 
Dec. 8: Dr. Amy Kalmanofsky “What the Bible really had 
against Jezebel.” 

 December 2 at 7:45 pm - Dr. Michael Sharnoff from 
the National Defense University’s Near East South Asia Cen-
ter for Strategic Studies speaks on “Israel, Jordan and the 
Palestinians: The Struggle for the West Bank”. Attendance is 
free and registration plus more information is available 
here. 

 Storytelling Workshop with Renée Brachfeld, Chanu-
kah Program Part 1, Dec. 6  at 10:00 am Join Master Story-
teller Renée Brachfeld and learn how to weave a story 
through shared experiences. During the community Chanu-
kah program with Renée and Mark Novak on Dec.13 the sto-
ry you develop may be woven into the presentation. Regis-
ter for the 6th at this link. 

 Community Chanukah Celebration, Chanukah Pro-
gram Part 2, Dec. 13 at 5:00 pm - Renée Brachfeld and 
Mark Novak, musical entertainers extraordinaire, will join 
the Shaare Tefila community for a blowout celebration in-
cluding: sing along songs, Chanukah stories and shenani-
gans, a ZOOM show of chanukiot & other decorations, and 
more surprises! Sign up to be part of the fun here 

 Let the Light Shine Community Menorah Lighting, 
Dec. 17 at 5:30 pm - Rabbi Jonah will lead us in the Shaare 
Tefila parking lot for an outdoor candle lighting on the last 
night of Chanukah. Come early and take pictures with beau-
tiful, blow up decorations. Pick up your CharBar order when 
the program concludes. CDC protocols for mask wearing and 
social distancing will be observed. Questions? Contact 
Babette Cohn 

 We continue to meet for Shabbat and weekday ser-
vices over Zoom. Rabbi Layman leads Torah text study eve-
ry Wednesday morning, Talmud and Prayer Book Hebrew on 
Sundays, and Torah class with commentary on Fridays.  

 

B’Shalom,  
Babette 

First of all my apologies to everyone who tried to be a part 
of our grains presentation and were locked out. Please be 
assured that I will do my best to make sure this issue does 
not occur again. Everyone who attended learned a lot 
from Ian Hertsmark. I have asked him to come to the syna-
gogue in person when we can open up for in-person 
events. He agreed to do that and will even bring some 
grains with him. 

I also hope everyone had a good Thanksgiving and was 
able to see family members either virtually or in person 
over the long weekend. 

Our next event will be for 2020-2021 Sisterhood members 
only. We will be getting together to socialize in small 
groups. Please bring your favorite drink or snack on Sun-
day December 20 at 4:00 pm. If enough people join in, 
then we can have small break-out groups. Think of it as 
each group is one table. Please email me directly 
at relaybenns@gmail.com if you are interested in joining 
us for this event. 

Keep an ear and eye out for our Sisterhood BINGO event 
via Zoom. There will be a minimal fee to participate. The 
prizes will be gift cards to local stores. Sisterhood mem-
bers will get a discounted price.  

We are finalizing an account so that you can send checks 
to our Sisterhood electronically. This will be at no cost to 
you or the synagogue/Sisterhood.  

Have a happy Chanukah and a Happy New Year to the 
world and our entire community. 

(President’s column cont’d) 
 

And what if there is a special needs child involved?  And 
what about when for good reason, a decedent wants to 
treat the heirs differently due to their needs or differ-
ences in economic status. And what about the decedent 
who titled an asset in joint names with an heir as a matter 
of convenience, but didn’t really intend that that person 
be the recipient upon death.  And what about when the 
decedent wants to donate to his or her favorite charity, 
but obviously didn’t get a chance to do so because he/she 
never got around to writing a will or other instrument. 

So please understand that estate planning is still neces-
sary even though most people are not subject to federal 
estate taxes.  In addition, when someone dies without a 
will, the legal process of probating the estate is exasperat-
ed.   

One final message.  While many aren’t able, depending 
on their financial circumstances, to make what some 
might consider to be large contributions during their life-
time to Shaare Tefila, there might be an opportunity to do 
so through a testamentary gift.   

There are many types of estate planning, and many topics.  
I hope that this article reminds you of things that you 
might want to take care of.   

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/israel-jordan-and-the-palestinians-the-struggle-for-the-west-bank-tickets-128941803405
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/israel-jordan-and-the-palestinians-the-struggle-for-the-west-bank-tickets-128941803405
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/israel-jordan-and-the-palestinians-the-struggle-for-the-west-bank-tickets-128941803405
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/storytelling-workshop-with-renee-brachfeld-tickets-128878806981
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/storytelling-workshop-with-renee-brachfeld-tickets-128878806981
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/community-chanukah-celebration-tickets-128950397109
mailto:bcohn@shaaretefila.org
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CHAVAYA 
Babette Cohn, Director of Education &  
Programming 

bcohn@shaaretefila.org                 

             

Shaare Tefila's 

GAN KATAN! 
GAN KATAN PLAYGROUP GOES VIRTUAL 
Led by: Mara Lansky 
 

Who: Children preschool age and their parents 
What: play, story time, crafts and snack - Free 
When: Sundays , 9:00 am - 9:30 am 
RSVP to Babette Cohn or Cathy Plotkin 

December 20 
February 21 

March 21 
April 18 

MINI MINYAN  
An Interactive, Pre-Shabbat Experience  
Led by Mara Lansky & Babette Cohn 
 

WHO: Ages 0-7 and their adults 
WHAT: Early Shabbat prayers, stories and songs  
WHEN: Fridays 5:15 pm - 5:45 pm 
 

RSVP On SignUp Genius While We Are Virtual 
 Questions? Contact Babette Cohn  

January 22     March 12       
May 21 

BUY SCRIP 
Support Shaare Tefila 

Contact the office at 301-593-3410 X101 

Chavaya continues with everyone engaged in creative online learning. Kitah Hay, our 7th grade 
class, held a contest for its representation of a tabletop sukkah that demonstrated the value of Sukkat Shalom/Shelter of 
Peace. Brig Barnett, Cheyanne Feldman and Alison Feldmann all received a $10 Amazon Gift Card for their efforts. All the 
classes finished their focus on the Sukkat Shalom curriculum before Thanksgiving. 

Kitah Alef & Kitah Bet begins their unit on Ometz Lev/Inner Strength in December. Those students have received a spe-
cial set of supplies to help them learn at home. Children in grades 4-7 will begin to use the Etgar Yesodi curriculum. De-
veloped by educators within the Conservative movement, it is designed to connect powerfully with students because it:  
Builds on student’s prior knowledge and current experiences;  Empowers students to articulate positive Jewish identities;  
Builds breadth and depth in students’ understanding and observance of Judaism  Incorporates findings in educational re-
search, such as the power of cooperative learning, the value of addressing multiple intelligences and the importance of 
differentiating instruction whenever possible. Kitah Na’ahroot Echad (8/9 grades) is studying the Holocaust from the per-
spective of the driving forces behind Zionism and related events in the late 19th/early 20th centuries, while Kitah 
Na’ahroot Sh’tayim (8-11 grades) is focused on the value of social and political activism and how it connects to Judaism.  

Everyone, children and staff alike, are looking forward to celebrating Chanukah. Be sure to pick up your Shaare Tefila 
Gift Bag on December 6 between 12 & 3 pm; it will include a box of candles for your chanukiah/Chanukah menorah, as 
well as a few more surprises for everyone in your house! RSVP by December 3rd so we know if you will pick up or need 
delivery. That same morning, while children are attending Chavaya classes, adults are invited to a Storytelling Workshop 
with Master Storyteller Renée Brachfeld, which is part 1 of our Chanukah program.  Details plus registration can be 
found at this link Then on December 13 the Shaare Tefila community comes together at 5 pm for our annual Chanukah 
Celebration. Renée Brachfeld & Mark Novak will MC the program that includes singing, storytelling, sharing of chanuki-
yot/Chanukah menorahs and other surprises. In order to receive the ZOOM information please RSVP here. We have one 
more Chanukah program on December 17; join us as we gather for an outdoor candle lighting at 5:30 pm, featuring 
blow-up decorations where you can take photographs before the program begins and treats for everyone!  

B’Shalom, Babette 

mailto:bcohn@shaaretefila.org
mailto:cathyp1130@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044ea9aa29a6fa7-mini
mailto:bcohn@shaaretefila.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044ea9aa29a6fa7-chanukah
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/storytelling-workshop-with-renee-brachfeld-tickets-128878806981
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/community-chanukah-celebration-tickets-128950397109
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Click here to RSVP  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044ea9aa29a6fa7-chanukah
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Questions? Contact Babette Cohn 

mailto:bcohn@shaaretefila.org
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CLICK HERE TO ORDER TICKETS 

https://www.chaverweb.net/COALogin.aspx?key=S22682041406
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NEED ASSISTANCE? 
 

If you need any help at all, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to Rabbi Layman. 

If a family member or another congregant is 
hospitalized or needs help from the Shaare Tefila 

Community, please notify the office or Rabbi Layman as 
soon as possible. 

(301) 593-3410        rjlayman@shaaretefila.org 

DONATE A BOOK FOR USE AT SERVICES 

Please consider donating a book in memory of or  
in honor of a loved one or in recognition of a  
special life event.  
 
Contact Jonathan Cohen in the office. 
301-593-3410 X 101 
 
Siddur $54 
Machzor $36    
Large Type Machzor $54 

CHESED COMMITTEE 
Contributor: Adriana Sandler 
 

Need a ride?  
Contact  
Betty Balin 301-622-4354 or  
Bernice Goldstein 301-384-1024  
 

Need a meal?  
Contact  
Ethel Levine 301-593-7041 or  
Joyce Feinstein 240-428-1329 
 

Need support?  
Contact Rabbi Layman 301-593-3410 X102  

SHAARE TEFILA 
16620 GEORGIA AVE.   OLNEY, MD 20832 

301-593-3410    WWW.SHAARETEFILA.ORG 
AFFILIATED WITH THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM 
 
 
 
 
Rabbi Jonah Layman 
rjlayman@shaaretefila.org 
301-593-3410 X 102 
 

 

Hazzan 
Adina Klein Ackerman 
caackerman@sharetefila.org 
 

 

President 
Perry Sandler 
president@shaaretefila.org 
 

  

 

Director of Education &  
Programming 
Babette Cohn 
bcohn@shaaretefila.org 
301-593-3410 X 106 
 

 

Executive Director 
 Jonathan Cohen 
 jcohen@shaaretefila.org 
 301-593-3410 X 101 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE NEWS  
Contributors:  Ethel Levine & Lisa Hedgepeth 

The Social Action Committee wishes to thank our Com-
munity! As many of you know, the Shaare Tefila Social 
Action Committee conducted a season of Tikun Olam 
drive which involved collecting various items for the Na-
tional Center for Children and Families, The Rainbow 
Place Shelter and the Progress Place Shelter, all in various 
parts of Montgomery County.  

The residents of the three shelters received 533  pounds 
of various items, from applesauce  to toilet paper, and 
from baby wipes to school supplies. 

The volunteer coordinators also received over $1265 to 
use for various supplies which they will need.   

Shaare Tefila is so generous, even in these tough times 
of the pandemic.  With the  practice of Tikun Olam, you 
are being socially conscious, benefitting the entire com-
munity, where we all live and work together. 

OUR SEASON OF TIKUN OLAM CONTINUES! 

Remote learning has presented numerous challenges for 
MCPS families.  Many students don’t have internet access 
or adequate adult supervision at home during the school 
day. In response to these needs, MCPS has opened sever-
al Educational Equity & Enrichment Hubs in elementary 
schools throughout the county. In compliance with Covid 
guidelines, children are placed in cohorts of 13, supported 
by 2 staff members.  The programs are open from 8:30-
5:30 M-F, with schedules built around the students’ dis-
tance learning sessions and providing enrichment activi-
ties after school hours until students are picked up. On-
site staff ensures that devices are connected, children log 
in to class on time, remain engaged with their teachers 
and have access to resources they need to complete their 
work.  Cohorts are not grouped by age or grade.  Each 
student is logged into his/her own school and teacher. 
Desks are spaced apart for safety and privacy. All students 
are required to wear masks and headphones while in 
their virtual learning classes. 

As of November 11, MCPS has over 500 students in more 
than 20 hubs. The goal is to add 1,000 additional stu-
dents as soon as possible.  Shaare Tefila has volunteered 
to adopt a HUB of 52 students.  Our goal is to raise $1,040 
to provide headphones for every student in our HUB.  
This campaign will begin immediately and end on Decem-
ber 4. As the school year progresses and more changes 
are expected, we will continue to support our HUB as ad-
ditional needs arise.  The director of the program said 
that “this support from Shaare Tefila is such a blessing 
and speaks volumes for the best nature of Montgomery 
County.” 

To participate, please make checks payable to Children’s 
Opportunity Fund” and mail to the synagogue, Attn: So-
cial Action Committee.   We will keep you posted on our 
progress as we get closer and closer to our goal!   
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REMEMBERING RUTH NEWHOUSE  
Contributors: Saul Cohen and Rita Rubinstein 
 
Ruth Sragow Newhouse, who passed away on October 3, 2020, was a local Washingtonian. Her par-
ents the, Sragows, were charter members of Shaare Tefila.  Ruth participated in the morning Minyans 
before we moved to Olney.  She was a longtime member of the Shaare Tefila Choir (singing Alto or when 
needed Tenor to help out). 

Music was Ruth’s life.  She was a distinguished musical scholar earning a PhD from the University of 
Maryland with a dissertation about the music of the Passover Seder.  She organized the music program at the JCC and coor-
dinated piano instructions and concerts for 30 years. Ruth was the Director of Music at the Hebrew Day Institute and wrote 
and produced plays. She also had private piano students at home. 

Ruth was always generous with Shaare Tefila supporting our community religiously, academically and financially.  As a 
member and music director of the Die Freyliche Knaidlach singing group with Rita Rubinstein, Susan Goldsamt and Michele 
Peck, Ruth performed widely from college campuses to senior venues.  Her nephew, who is a Rabbi, arranged for the 
Knaidlach to sing at her funeral.  In her long career, Ruth also performed as a pianist, often performing Latin American 
compositions, including popular tangos from her family’s native Argentina.  She was also an accomplished shofar blower, 
even capable of playing Mary Had A Little Lamb. 

Ruth was married to the late Henry Newhouse.  She was a devoted wife and an outstanding mother to her son Joey, whom 
she nurtured through a rare disease and many surgeries. Joey Newhouse passed away in 2005 after a long and valiant 
struggle.  Ruth said that her son would have approved her being part of Die Freyliche Knaidlach. It was therapeutic for her.  
She took long road trips every summer.  She happily reached her goal of visiting every capital city of the USA.  

Ruth was friendly, positive and had a wonderful sense of humor.  She always had the best interests of Shaare Tefila in her 
heart.  We will miss her presence.  Ruth was a Gute Neshome (good soul).  May her memory be a blessing for us all. 

Curious about Ramah Day Camp Greater DC?  

Click here to RSVP  to parlor meeting 

Curious about Ramah in New England?  

Contact  Josh; Visit website; Watch video 

https://ramahdc.wufoo.com/forms/ramah-day-camp-greater-dc-virtual-parlor-meeting/
mailto:joshe@campramahne.org
http://www.campramahne.org
http://www.campramahne.org/prospective-families/
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WOMEN’S ROSH CHODESH CIRCLE 
Led by: Susan Rubenstein 
Click here for the Zoom link 
 

Meeting Time Begins at 3:00 pm 

Rosh Chodesh Tevet -  Sunday, December 27   

Rosh Chodesh Shevat - Sunday, January 24  

Rosh Chodesh Adar - Sunday, February 21  

Rosh Chodesh Nisan - Sunday, March 21  

Rosh Chodesh Iyyar - Sunday, April 25   

Rosh Chodesh Sivan -  Sunday, May 23  

DECEMBER 

December 2: Lecture with Dr. Michael Sharnoff 
December 2: Chanukah Cooking with Award Winning Chef Michael Solomonov.  
December 3: First Thursday Coffee Hour 
December 6: Storytelling Workshop For Adults  
December 6: Chanukah Gift Bag Pick up 
December 10: Chanukah First Candle 
December 13: Community Chanukah Celebration 
December 17: Community Chanukah Menorah Lighting  
December 18: Shaare Tefila Social - Happy Hour 
December 20: Sisterhood Event 
December 24: “Christmas Eve Virtual Comedy Show” 
December 27: Women’s Rosh Chodesh Circle - Chodesh Tevet 

 JANUARY 
 

January 7: First Thursday Coffee Hour 
January 14: Shaare Tefila Social - Happy Hour 
January 24: Women’s Rosh Chodesh Circle - Chodesh Shevat 

MORNING MINYAN  
ON ZOOM 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, MONDAY AND THURSDAY  

AT 8:45 AM 

MEN’S DISCUSSION GROUP ON ZOOM 
Wednesday, December 9 at 10:00 am 

Discussion Leader: Al Kliman 
Hitler’s Hidden Soldiers 

   
All Men Are Invited 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82110178422?pwd=Y2wxYjFyNnY3UW5wR2p6emY5ZDZBdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3026500395?pwd=QktRaUlqYzdqUDhJdVlkZG9BdDZMQT09
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Shaare Tefila Cemetery Plots for Sale at  

Mount Lebanon Cemetery 

Shaare Tefila offers an option for Jewish burial with two sections of available plots at Mount Lebanon Ceme- 

tery in Adelphi, MD which are owned by our congregation.  Whether you opt for a marker or monument, our 

cemetery's prices are highly competitive with plots starting as low as $940. In addition, 100% of all proceeds 

from the sale will go to Shaare Tefila Congregation.  Please contact, Jonathan Cohen, Executive Director, for 

more details.   

Join hundreds across our Jewish community on December 2 at 8:00 PM to enjoy a FREE virtual Chanukah cook-

ing demonstration with famed Chef Michael Solomonov!   

The James Beard Foundation award-winning chef will demonstrate how to cook the perfect Chanukah meal, 

from apple shrub to sfenj (Moroccan doughnuts), just in time for the holiday. Register for free today!   

mailto:jcohen@shaaretefila.org
https://www.shalomdc.org/event/chanukah-virtual-cooking-demonstration/?utm_source=invite&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=
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Tributes 
October 1, 2020 - October 31, 2020 

Thank You to Our Donors 

Andrea Z. Tilles  

Memorial Chesed Fund 
In Memory Of: 
 Rita Norken 
 Alan & Adriana Sandler 
 Dorothy Marder 
 Alan & Adriana Sandler 
 Gershon & Diane Kieval 
 Ira & Ethel Levine 
 Jay & Freda Krosnick 
 Daniel & Susan Marder 
 Ronald & Gayle Miller 
 Seth Tilles 
 Alan & Adriana Sandler 
 Richard & Wendy Abraham 
 Judith Beiser 
 Arnold & Shoshana Greenland 
 Marvin Kruger 
 Ronald & Gayle Miller 
 Gershon & Diane Kieval 
 Ira & Ethel Levine 
 Jay & Freda Krosnick 
 Jay & Rita Hagler 
 Lawrence & Ellie Alpert 
 Mark & Marjorie Fuhrmann 
 Samuel Mendick 
 Alan & Adriana Sandler 
 Marilyn Praisner's Sister 
 Daniel & Jackie Benn 
 Mindy Tilles 
 Jack & Bess Teller 
 Arnold & Shoshana Greenland 
 Judith Beiser 
 Rabbi Robert & Ruth Layman 
 Joel & Sandra Friedman 
 Julian Leidman 
 Charlotte Potosky 
 Marvin Kruger 
 Elaine Stein 
 George & Marilyn Kessler 
 Gershon & Diane Kieval 
 Richard & Wendy Abraham 
 Rita Rubinstein 
 Max Kantzer & Patricia Greene 
 Saul & Sherry Cohen 
 Mark & Marjorie Fuhrmann 
  Hal & Stephanie Epstein 
 Howard & Amy Schwartz 
 Ira & Ethel Levine 
 Florence Wagner 
 Ira & Ethel Levine 
 Charlotte Potosky 
 Alan & Adriana Sandler 
 Albert Kliman 

 Sylvia Levine 
 Ira & Ethel Levine 
 Melvyn & Sandra Kornspan 
 Alan & Adriana Sandler 
 Daniel & Jackie Benn 
 Goldie Ronis 
 Ira & Ethel Levine 
  Jay & Freda Krosnick 
 Alan & Adriana Sandler 
 Zelma Fink 
 Jay & Freda Krosnick 
 Charlotte Potosky 
 
 

Building Fund 
In Memory Of: 
 Zelma Fink 
 Andrew & Marlene Sandberg 
 Ethel Valinsky 
 Andrew & Marlene Sandberg 
 Seth Tilles 
 Andrew & Marlene Sandberg 
 Hyman & Cilla Grosberg 
 Audrey Haber 
 Florence Wagner 
 Hyman & Cilla Grosberg 
 Audrey Haber 
 Sylvia Levine 
 Hyman & Cilla Grosberg 
 

Speedy Recovery To:  
 Joelle Musson 
 Audrey Haber 
 

Cantor's Discretionary Fund  
In Memory Of: 
 Dorothy Marder 
 Charlotte Potosky 
  

Charles Futrovsky Endow-
ment Fund 
In Memory Of: 
 Goldie Ronis 

 Jay & Rita Hagler 

 Harvey Peritt 

 Charlotte Potosky 

 

Chavaya 
In Memory Of: 
 Dorothy Marder 

 Andrew & Marlene Sandberg 

  

 Ruth Newhouse 

 Hedi Sandberg 

 

 

D. Joseph Williamowsky 
Scholar-in-Residence Fund 
In Honor Of: 
 Manny Ginsburg 

 Leah Weisman 

 

In Memory Of: 
 Florence Wagner 

 Arnold & Shoshana Greenland 

 

 

General Fund 
In Honor Of: 
 Shaare Tefila  
 Hedi Sandberg 
 Samuel Zimmerman 
 Robert & Myrna Zimmerman 

 
In Memory Of: 
 Max Sandberg 
 Andrew & Marlene Sandberg 
 Daniel Rachefsky 
 Annette Tobin 
 Mindy Tilles 
 Betsy Marcus 
 Seymour Abramson 
 Daniel & Wendy Abramson 
 Ruth Newhouse 
 Daniel Sragow 
 Sonia Taylor 
 Jay & Joyce Feinstein 
 Goldie Ronis 
 Rona Eisen 
 Elaine Stein 
 Dorothy Marder 
 Elaine Stein 
 Seth Tilles 
 Elaine Stein 
 George & Marilyn Kessler 
 Benson & Ellen King 
 Shelly & Karen Radnor 
 William Wolf 
 Elaine Stein 
 Jean and Abraham Greenberg 
 Iris Lavine 
 Joe Sumner 
 Jacqueline Sumner 
  

 Florence Wagner 
 Jerry & Elaine Daniels 
 Irving Jaffe 
 Ken & Karen Lefler 
 George Winrow 
 Liane Lunden 
 Rose Shapiro 
 Liane Lunden 
 Eleanor Komisarof 
 Linda Shein 
 Lillian Shein 
 Linda Shein 
 Sidney Shein 
 Linda Shein 
 Muriel Kossoy 
 Mark & Marjorie Fuhrmann 
 Rebecca Kornspan 
 Melvyn & Sandra Kornspan 
 Jeanne Goldberg 
 Michael & Judy Goldberg 
 Ethel Goldstein 
 Morton & Ina Goldstein 
 Mindy Tilles 
 David & Florence Polinsky 
 Sid Schwartz 
 David & Florence Polinsky 
 Victor Romano 
 Gabriel Romano 
 Cecil Gelburd 
 Jules Fink 
 Lillian Platt 
 Jules Fink 
 Louis Lipsky 
 Philip Goldman 
 Jane Wendy Harkaway 
 Barbara Harkaway 
 Jennie Harkaway 
 Barbara Harkaway 
 Charlotte Raylson 
 Audrey Haber 
 Gilbert Beiser 
 Judith Beiser 
 Joseph Swartz 
 Ila Swartz 
 Murray Scher 
 Ila Swartz 
 Regina Swartz 
 Ila Swartz 
 Stanley Scher 
 Ila Swartz 
 Flora Goldberg 
 Paula Katz 
 Sylvia Levine 
 Saul & Sherry Cohen 
 Sheila Stieglitz & Aaron Stieglitz 
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 Rita Norken 
 Saul & Sherry Cohen 
 Abraham Kass 
 Sheila Marcus 
 Lillian Zendel 
 Sheila Marcus 
 Rose Franklin 
 Sheila Marcus 
 Herman Iskow 
 Sheldon & Denise Iskow 
 Sydney & Phil Bubes 
 Sheldon & Ruth Rubin 
 Cantor Gershon Levin 
 Tina Levin 

  
Harold Fink Israel Quest Fund  
In Memory Of: 
 Mindy Tilles 
 Barbara Fink 
 Florence Wagner 
 Barbara Fink 

 Sylvia Levine 
 Barbara Fink 
 Seth Tilles 
 Charlotte Potosky 
 

Nathan Rubinstein Youth Fund 

In Memory Of: 
 Ruth Newhouse 
 Jay & Rita Hagler 
 Seth Tilles 
 Rita Rubinstein 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
In Honor Of: 
 Rabbi Jonah Layman 
 Barbara Fink 
 Sylvia Glaser on her birthday! 
 Judith Beiser  
 

In Memory Of: 
 Sylvia Levine  
 Gary & Stacy Levine 
 Seth Tilles 
 Sam & Debbie Yedlin 
 Our parents 
 Mr. & Mrs Louis Paley 
 Sylvia Levine 
 Charlotte Potosky 
 Ruth Newhouse 
 Charlotte Potosky 
 

Tributes 
Continued 
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Rabbi Jonah Layman 
Hazzan Adina Klein Ackerman 
Rabbi Emeritus Martin S. Halpern, z”l 
Cantor Emeritus Gershon E. Levin, z”l 
President Perry Sandler 
Executive Director Jonathan Cohen 
Director  of Education & Programming Babette Cohn 
Shofar Editor Sara Miller 
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